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PREFACE- 



The author of these meinoirs has been constantlj al^ 
tachedto the cause of liberty in both hemispheres. He 
served in France during the whole time of the French 
revolutiont and was after the year 1800 attached to the 
particalar staff of Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Attracted by the sacred cause of the Spanish Aineri- 
caosy he came to Carthagena, where the government of- 
fered him service, and conferred on him the highest mil- 
itary rank in its power to ^rant, that of Gefe de Brigada, 
He iuid the fortune to be commander-in-chief of the forts 
of Boca Chica. What other service he rendered in Co- 
lombia will be related in the course of these memoirs. 

He, as one of the chieftains of tlie Republic, had a 
good opportunity to be well informed of facts, wheth- 
er secret or open, and to study at leisure the char- 
acter and talents of the chiefs, who were his daily 
companions, and many of them his subordinates. He 
particularly admired e;cneral Bolivar, with whom he liv- 
ed in such intimacy, that he slept on various occasions 
in the same room with him. 

After h<! h;id left this service and retired to private 
life, iu which he supported his iamily by instruction, 



Digitized by Google 



PBEFACE 



8 



and literary occupations, some friends suggested to 
him the idea of writing a history of Colombia, as he 
had been an eye witness of so many interesting facts. 
He complied with this sucrgestion, but, not satisiied with 
his own observations, he consulted many of the most dis- 
tinguished leadersof both parties, (Spaniards and Patriots) 
opportunities for which were frequently offered to him du- 
ring his long residence in Hayti, Curacao, and St. Thom- 
as ; and accordingly he derived from them information 
upon certain facts, to which he had not been person- 
ally knowing. He afterwards diligently and faithfully 
compared tlic various statemcntSj and adopted what 
seemed to him to be the plain intermediate result. He 
thinks, therefore, he has approached as nearly as possi- 
ble to a correct and impartial relation of facts. He has, 
besides, kept up an active correspondence, collected the 
bulletins, the proclamations, the nianifestocs, as well as 
memoirs, both of Spaniards and patriots, and compared 
them with each other ; and lastly, he commenced, and 
has continued to make short notes, after consulting dis- 
tinguished and well informed gentlemen, to whom he 
has been indebted for iiilormation. 

He has been occupied in pursuing this subject more 
than five years ; and as these' memoirs, now respect- 
lully submitted to the public, contain a great many facts . 
hitherto unpublished, the authoi hopes they will not prove 
to be without some interest to the reader. 

Gtneva CaUege Februarif 4th, 1829. 
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SECTION I. 

STATISTICAL AOOOUNT OP COLOSIBIA. 

GtogYe^hiad divisions and former governmr nt o f the countries ttt 
present comprehended within the limits of Colombia — Revolu' 
tionfrom 1 810 to the present time — Extent of territory-^-Mm^ 
her of inhabitants — Deht and revenue — Forts and fortifica" 
tions — Seaperis^^udieial administration^Form of govern* 
meni — Slavery — Indians^Common schools, colleges, trntverti- 
ties-^Rottds — Riven — Mnes — Diseases — Burial ptaees^^ 
Poor-houses and beggars — clergy — Executive influence, 
provincial officers — Obstacles to the vstahllshmciit of a regular 
cjfcicnt free government^ and to improvemienls and prosperity 
in Colombia* 

Tlie Spaniards gave the name Costa o' Ticrra Firma to those 
provinces wliirfi now forrn tlic territory of the Columbian re- 
public. By Ticrra Firma Del Orienie, was understood llie 
captain-generalship of Venezuela, By Tierra firma Del Occir 
dente was understood the Ticeroyalty of JVeto Grenada. Under 
the name Tierra Firma were included the proTinces of Vera- 
gua in North America^ and of Panama and Darien on the 
lathmus. 

Venezuela was governed in the name of the king of Spain, 
by a captain-general y who prended in the Real ^udienda, or 
great council^ in civil matters. This officer was invested, 

with great powcis, oiid accuuiUubic only to the king, through 
.1 
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the council of the lodie^. He decided in the hst instance 
on all legislative, judicial and military aflfaira. The ecclesi* 
aslicai concerns were regulated and conducted by a tribunal, 
composed wholly of ecclesiastics, in which the archbishop 
of Caracas presided. The captain-general had no authority 
to interfere in any manner whatever, with th s tribunal. 

The time of the caplain -gunerars remaining in power was 
limited to a period of from four to six years. Very few of 
these governors returnod pour to ^^j)^in. 

The cnptain-gencraislnp of VenLzuela divided into 

eight provinces, and, in 1S09, consisted of Cumuna, Barcelo- 
na, Caracas, Barinas, Maracaybo, Coro, Guayana and the 
Island of Margarita. 

The ancient vice*kin^dom of A*eu' Cfren<i</a was gorerned 
by a viceroy, who presided over the Real Aodiencia, and was 
accountable to the king alone, through the council of the In- 
dies, in which the king was supposed to preside. 

New Grenada, in 1809, stood divided into three tttdiett- 
cias, and twenty-two provinces. 

Under the AudUneta of Panama^ were the provinces of Vera* 
gua and Panama. 

Under that of Santfi Fe de Boscta^ were the provinces 
Coro, Sirid, Carthagena, Smta Martha, M iriquita, Santa 
Fe, Antioquia, Ncy va, Popayan, Pamplona, Tunja and Lo- 
cono. 

Under the Audicnria of Q^uito, were tlie provinces of Q^uito, 
Quijos, Maynas, Atacames, Guayaquil, Cuenta, Lojaand Ja- 
en De Bracamoros* 

No intercourse was held between Venezuela and New 
Grenada. A traveller wishing to pass from one to the other, 
was obliged to submit to all those tiresome and humiliating 
formalities required on entering Spain. The government and 
laws were quite different in the two countries, as were the 
character, habits, manners and customs of the inhabitants. 

The Spanish colonial system is so generally understood, 
tliat il would be supcrriuou;* to speak of it here. iJut the fol- 
lowing particulars of the Fhilippine Company^ are little kuuwn. 
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This was a society of merchants and other wealthy individa- 
als of the province of Biscay in Spain, who liurcliased of the 
king the privileirc of importing and exporting, to and from 
his colonies, inercliandise of eveiy description, and of hxing 
the prices of all kinds of produce and merchaodise. On the 
Maint neither the captaio-general or the viceroy coald alter 
aojr price fixed by the company. Capital punishments were 
ordained against every one who traded with the inhabitants 
without being authorised by the company. The natives were 
forced to sell their produce at the price fiied. The compa- 
ny bad armed vessels called Quarda Coiias, employed to pre- 
vent the intercourse with any vessel or individnal not author- 
ised by the company. 

Their net profit was about three liundred percent, and this 
mode of conductins: their trade may, alone, serve to sliow the 
wretched coiidiiiuii of the Main. 

The following are the principal revolutions and changes of 
government on the Main, from April 19lh, 1610, until Decem- 
ber 1819, when Venezuela and New Grenada united under 
one government, which took the name of the republic of Co* 
lombia. 

In Venezuela the Spanish government was changed by a 
revolution which took place at Caracas 19th of April 18 10^ 
when the captain-general Einparan and the Real Audiencis^ 
were arrested, and a provisional Junta was formed under the 

name of Junta established for the preservation of the rights 
of Ills Majesty, liic king Ferdinand 

On the 2d of March 1811, the congress of Venezuela oj on- 
ed their sessions at Caracas, It was composed of tlie def)u- 
ties of the following provinces : Margarita, Caracas, Met Ida, 
Cumana, Barcelona, Barinas and Truxillo. By an act of July 
5th 181 1, congress declared the republic of Venezuela free 
and independent of Spain. On the 21 st of December of the 
same year, it sanctioned a constitution which bound the pro- 
vinces together by a federal act, like that of the United States 
of America. But these several provinces being ex posed, both 
to internal faction, and invasion from without, were scarcely 
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•ble, sepmielj, to bear the expense incarred for tbeir ^fwm 

pres^ervBlion, so that the expc;nse« of li*e gener^il r'ttvernment, 
aijil the support of Ujl ariii\ au i navy, f» 11 cliitfiy upon C ara- 
cas. Con2:re5s u as in a pio^^jKrrou* state, when li»e arciiuiul 
eariiiquake, U^^eiher with ih^* ]-<^- jf P -no Cabt lio. and the 
capitulation ol \ r-jria, betmetn geiierul Mirdnda and Mon- 
ieverde, ruined i jk government, and destroyed the coiigresi 
and republic of VeDezoeia, (July 1^12.) The coontiy vat 
left to tDarchy, and subjected to the power of the swonL 

Oa the 14tb of August 1614, gCDcral SiiDoii Eoltvar eoter- 
ed the citj of Caracas as conqueror, and assumed the title of 
^ Dietaiar Ubfraitr of the H'ui of f'entzwela^^ and esublisbed 
an arbitary military gorernoieot. General Sao I ago JIarino 
bad done tha same before, in the proTinces of Cumana, Bar* 
cetooa, under the title of Dictator Liberator of tkt Pr^ 
vinct$ east of Cararag.** 

Tim ITih of July j - n. j^paniards ag-ain em-: rctl v.i' c ity 
of Caracas'. In C'l]--' (]\u:hct oi ni<- battle of La I'u- ria. vUjtre 
the two dic:tat'>r* wcrfc l^eaten 1»y !► »ves, the ?^p2itr.:r(J>^, »»i»oil- 
ly afltr, look pos?es>ion of liie provinces whicii the iwo dic- 
tators and their troops had evacuated. In the night of the 
5Mtb and 25th of August, the dictators embarked at Cumaoa. 

Venezuela became again subject to the bayonet, and each 
military chieftain governed despotically the territory occu- 
pied by his troopi. 

May 5th IBIO, Simon Bolivar, with some armed men, ao- 
tered again the territory of Venezuela, {the island of Margari- 
ta,) and assumed the title of** Supreme Chuj, Captain'-Gener* 
id of the foreti of Venezuela and Sew Grenada,^ S^C* dbc. 

On the 6th of July of the same year, he lost that title, and 
Venezufln. whon he suddenly tiiibarkwd al Ocmuarc, for the 
Dutch ifc^laiid of Bum Ayre. 

On the 31st December, 1SK». general Bobvar landed again 
at Barcelona, and reasjtumed tlie titlu of '''Suprcwc Chitf L'Jj- 
erator of the JicjnibUc of J tncvtla, Captain ftrvrral,'' A,C. 
(Lc. He bad been called through the powerful mHuence of 
Admiral Louis Brioo ; but under the expres^>cond^tion tbatha 
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should, upon his arrival, asseinble a congress at Barcelona* 
He not only neglected to do so, but he persecuted the mem- 
bers of the congress at Cariaco, May 1817. 

In consequence of general 6olivar*s very unfortunate cam- 
paign in IS IS, against Morillo, the general dissatisfaction of 
the inhabitants of Angostura with that campaign, his manner 
of government, (which uns tiic same as under Ms Dictator- 
ship at Carnrns) and the stn)iig rcpreseni.iiu'iis of JJrion, Zea, 
Manuel Tcik s, Doctor Roscio, Doctor Carli, and other pat- 
hots, the Supreme Chief was compelled, at last, to assemble 
a Congress at the city of Angostura, under the name of the 
Congress of the Republic of Venezuela, fiolivar was chosen 
President of the Republic ; and we shall see, in the proper 
place, in what his power consisted, 

JVeto Chrenada was, during that time, the theatre of various 
commotions and changes. A Junta was established at Bogota, 
the 20th of July, 1810, in which the viceroy presided. Soon 
after the same Junta deposed and arrested their president, 
and exiled most of the members of the Real Audiencia^ (as 
the Junta at Caracas did, April IDth, 1810.) 

The Junta, in their manifesto, declared that they no longer 
recognised the authority of the Spanish regency, and they in- 
vited the twenty-two provinces to send their deputies to 
Bogota, in order to fix, in a general assembly, the form of this 
new government ; but only during the time of the captivUy of 
their beloved and adored King Ferdinand FII. 

The deputies of the provinces Tunja, Pamplona, Neyva, Car- 
thngfena and Antiochia, assembled at the city of Bogota, where 
they concluded, November 27th, 1811, a federal treaty, in 
sixty eight articles, by which congress united the legislative 
and executive powers. But the inhabitants of the province of 
Cundinamarca, disapproved of these articles of union, and 
convoked a general assembly of the depu4ies of those of the 



*Tlie name of Santa Kc of Bogota, was from lhal year, changed lo Bogota, and its 
provioM called Cundiiumafta, 
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Iwcnty-lwo provinces which i»ad not met at Bogota. This 
UNscmbly took the naine^ £i CoUt^io Electoral CotutUutnU* 
They propo«;ed a project of a constitution, which ws8 approv- 
ed in general assembly, April 1 7th, 1812. This project, in 
twelve great parts, treated of a limited monarchical govern- 
ment. 

Franciico Naroni. president of the junta in the province of 
Cundinamarca, revolted against Congress. This body not 
confiding in the favorable opinion of the citizens of Bogota, 

suddenly resolved to leav« that capital and establish the seat 
of government in the litilu lownof Tunja. 'I'liis chanpe was 
the orifrin of a civil war, v%hich began between the leaders 
of cnrj<irc«.s, and liie partizans of Nnrinn, in I8I2. 

Afler many trouble*! and iniirli bluodshetl, llie ronsrrejfs at 
Tunja, decreed September lOth, 1814. that an executive 
power called, the Exemtiw Council^ should be established, 
consistino^ of three members. 

In November 1814, {general Boliva? arrived at Tunja, and 
was promoted to the rank of captain-general of Venesueia and 
New Grenada, and instructed to put an end, by force of arms 
to these tn^bles. Qe marched with a strong body of troops 
against B«^ta, which he subjected without bloodshed, the 
city having no fortrfications and very lew troops. 

Congress returned again to Bogota ; but was soon after 
compelled to dissolve afui My. in c<insequence of the siege of 
Carthauena. bv sren* r:il Holivar hitn-elt". in llie bt gmuiiig of 
IbiO. liy llii-> siege lie lost his arniv. the eon^irt ;i<, the strong 
fortress of Caiihagena, sod the mdependeoce ol Sgw Gfcii- 
ada. 

From that time the provinces of New Grenada were left m 
a state of anarchy, each military leader ruling the territory 
occupied by bis troops, as be pleased. And when general 
Bolivar reconquered New Grenada in I6t9» be established at 
Bogota, a provisional goveroment, nearly the same with hit 
dictatorship in Venezoela in ISIJand 14. 

After all these commotions and changes. New Grenada and 
Veri^fzuela wer& at last uoited under one govenuneat^ by a 
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decree of the congress at Angostura, called the Fundamntdl 
Ltw, dated, "city of St. Thomas, Angostura, in the province' 
of Guayana, December 1 1th, 1819*. This new government 
assumed the title of the Ryublic of Colombia The fonda- 

mental laws was a provisiona' and unlimited treaty of union 
between the iiili ibitants of botli New Geren«l i ami Venezuela. 
It was sanciiorieii by the general con^rc^s conveaed at the 
city Del Ro«!ar!o l)e Cnenla, 12tli July, is2().-f- 

The government of Colombia was declared to be a central, 
and not a federal government; such is the late constitution 
of Colombia* 

In the debates upon the subject, the deputies of Venezuela 
advocated a central government. Those of New Grenada con- 
tended for a federal union. The first opinion was that of gen- 
eral Bolivar, who in hib private onversation at Auz CayeSy 
Barcelona and Angostura, told his friends, that a central gov- 
ernment would give much more force and promptness in the 
execution of the laws. His enemies accuse him of being in 
favor of a central government, in order to preserve in himself 
the power which he would have lost by a federal union. We 
shall see in the course of this work, liow far this accusation 
was just. In order that neither party might be deprived of 
an opportunity of eipressing their mature opinions on this 
point, an article was inserted in the constitution,! in these 
words : After an experiment of ten or more years, shall have 
discovere4 all the inconveniences or advantages of the pres- 
ent constitution, the congress shall convoke a grand conven* 
tion of Colombia, authorised to examine, (revise) it, or to 
reform it altogether." 

The territory of the Republic of Colombia, extends from 
the moulh of the Orinoco river to the nothcrn frontiers of 
Peru and Brazil, or to the province of Meyuas on llie limits of 
the Amazon. 



*8ce Apr«idix. ItocuMOt No. 1. 
fSce Appendix. DoauMBt ff • 1, 
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Baron Hmnbodst says, in his historical account of a 
▼oyage to the eqainoxial regions of the new coDtineot,** thai 
the republic of Colombia is, with Mexico and Guatimala, the 
only state in Spanish America which occupies coasts opposite 
to Europe and Asia. From Cape Paria to the eastern extrem- 
ity of the province of Veragua, were counted 400 maratirae 
leagues ; from Cape Burica to the mouth of the river Tombez, 
wore 2G0. Tlio sea-shore which the Colombian Republic 
possesses on the sea of the Antilles and on the Pacific ocean, 
is equal in length to the coast from Cadiz to Dantzic^ and 
from Ccuta to Jatl'a. 

Mr. Bouchon, in his American Atlas, asserts that the Re- 
public of Colombia contained 91,952 square leagues -* others 
say 126,000; and the same author affirmed its population in 
1823 to be 2,785,000 inhabitants, which I think too many,con- 
sidering that war and emigration have been so long opera- 
ting against these countries, and that the government has 
done so little to encourage the settlement of foreigners in 
the country. 

By another calculation, the population, at the commence- 
iiiciiL ui 1322 was as follows. 

Jt'/iitcs. ColorPfi. TotnL 
In Venezuela, 60,000. 480,000. 600,000. 

In New Grenada, 110,000. 900,000. 1,010,000. 



190,0()(). 1,3^^0,000. l,fi7U,U00. 
These calculations, differing ^ ) wnklj, were made within 
the space ot one year. Rut it is to be noted that a census was 
never taken under the Spanish government. Each priest 
had his register, in which he inserted christenings, mar- 
riages and burials, and nothing else; and these were not 
published. The present government of Colombia has not 
yet taken a census. 



'Ill conforniity to ihifl aitide, the reomlMcnibly wm convokefl in CotaobM, atl the 

cud of Hf.17. ct ^ 

fTho Mcoad anidt m ^firndtmntid Um savs, Uie republic tiNilain 115,000 ftquar« 
Iwgttes. 
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The finances of Colombia are in a very low state, the ex- 
expense greatly exceeding the revenue. The national debt 
is greatly increasing, and the interest of the English loan is 
not punctually paid, as will be shown by documents. . By a 
lair of congress, dated Bogota June 2Sd 1824, the terrUosy of 
Colombia is divided into 12 departments, 49 provinces and 
21 B cantons. 

The seat of government has been fixed, provisionally, at the 
city of Bogota; of which the inhabitants of Quito and Cara- 
cas are very jealous. The new city of Boiiv Lir, wlacli, m coii' 
forriiit) to nrnrlu Ttli of tlie fundamental l;iw of Colombia, is 
to be tjsLablisheil in a central place, has not yet been estab- 
lished, probably for want of the necessary funds. ./ 

The city of Bogota rontaincd, in 180G, about 80,000 in- 
habitants ; now, not 50,000. Caracas, tlie same year, had 
30,0f)(), and has now less than 25.000. 

The fortresses in Colombia are Carthagena, and the four 
forts of Boca Chica, to protect the entry of its port at 12 
miles from Carthagena, Santa Martha and Porto Cabello. 
The cities of Maracaybo, Core, Laguaira, Cumana, Barcelo- 
na, Guayaquil and Pompatar. are in part fortified, having 
forts to protect their harbors. All Uicsc are seaports. Tlie 
city of Angostura is fortified, but is not a si aport, being 
situated on the river Orinoco, about 80 leagues from its 
mouth. 

There are other seaports protected by small forts, batter- 
ies or redoubts, as Carupano, Ocuniare, Guiria, Juan Gri^o, 
In the interior, the cities of Quito, Pastes, San Fernan- 
do de Apure, San Carlos, dtc, which have forts or batteries. 
But the cities of Bogota and Caracas, that are situated in the 
interior, are not fortified. All the merchandise sent to Bo- 
gota, must be embarked on the Magdalene river for Honda, 
where it is loaded upon mules, and, crossing a large chain of 
the Cordilleras, arrives at the beautiful valley of Bogota in 3 
or 4 days. Goodii destined iur Caracas, are transported with 

2 
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more facility. They are carried by land from Lagoaiia or 
Porto Cabello. 

Bogota ii not protected by forts on any aide. Caracas is 
protected on the sea side by Laguaira and Porto Cabello, and 
on the land side by the fort of La Cabrera, which lies in a 

very narrow defile, enclosed, on one side, by the fine lake of 
Valencia, and on the other, by a high chain of mountains. 

The port and fortress of Cartliagena are protected by the 
four loris of Boca Chica. 

The twelve departments of Colombia are divided into pro- 
vinces, cantons', or counties, and parishes. 

£ach department has an intcndant, entrusted with its ad- 
ministration. The president of the republic appoints him 
for the term of three years. There are, besides, two or three 
lieatenant-assessorsy lawyers, a secretary-general, and other 
officers of the intendancy. Each department has a comman- 
der of the land forces, a major-general, a staff and its offioers, 
besides the commandants of the different places, of the en« 
gineers, of the artillery, the inspectors of the artillery, infan- 
try, cavalry, 6lc, 

Each province, except that where the intciulaiit resides, 
who at the same time is governor, ha;; a governor, and a 
liculenant-governor-a?.''cssor. Tliey liold their offices for 
three years. The last are generally lawyers, and decide the 
civl causes. Each province has a secretary-general of the 
province and his clerks, a commander of the place, a director 
of the custom house, and other officers. 

Each ^vince being divided into cantons and parishes, 
each of them has its cabildos, or municipal officers, elected 
for one year, but without any salary. 

For the twelve departments of Colombia, there are above 
SOO political judges, who have no fixed salary, or, if any, it 
is a tiille, which is not sufficient for their support.* 



* A po/i/ic" i- i ntniM.vl u Iih tlie ticcision of *niHll civil cause- — thr report 
of the secretary of Ui« iiiierior, 'V. bL Keauvjw, maUe uj liic Lougn:** oi Columbia, iu>* 
Mnbled on the SSd or April, 182S. 
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To each canton U a notary who receives no salary. 

The coasts of Colombia are divided into four maratime 

departments, viz: 

Tiic l&i. dcpartmeiil including the coasts of Guayana, Cu- 

mana, Barcelona, and of the island of Margarita : 
2d. Those of Caracas, Coro and Mararaybo : 
3d. Those of Rio liiicha, Santa Martha and Carthagcna : 
4th. The territory of Arato, as far as to that of the Ara- 

gua. 

A commandantpgenerai, an auditor of the marine and other 
officers, are entrusted with the administration in each of the 
four departments. The president of the republic appoints 
them all. 

The popular representative government of Colombia has 
been superseded by the formal military despotism under Si- 
mon Bolivar, who assumes the title of" Supreme Chief of the 
Republic of Colombia.^* Many of the laws passed by th« con- 
gress, during the existence of the popular government, still 
remain in force. 

Slavery ha8 been abolished by an act of congress; but the 
act is limited, extending only to those who have borne arms, 
Of are able to pay 200 dollars to the masters. 

The civilized aborigines are in a wretched condition. Un- 
der the Spanish dominion they were the slaves of the priests, 
or the alcaldes. Both were their grants, forcing them to 
cultivate a certain portion of land in common. This dis- 
heartened the laborer, and is one cause of the low state of 
agriculture. These slaves merely vegetated, and were so 
miserable, thai, with the greatest difficulty, they had paid 
their yearly tax, of from six to nine dollars, which the law im- 
posed upon cacii male Irom lb to 50 years of age. 

October 1th, 1821, congress decreed that all these taxes 
should be abolished, and the Indians have the same rights 
and privileges with the other citizens of Colombia; that they 
should no more be obliged to work in common ; that each 
should have his own lot of ground, and cultivate it as he 
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pleased ; and that diii partition should be made within live 
yean. 

By the law of March 14th, it was provided, that in 
each of the seminaries established in the cities of Bogota, 
Caracas and Quito, four young Indians should be admitted 
to the course of studies there pursued, and that two young 
Indians should, in the same way, be admitted into each of 
the colleges of the four other departments. The want of 
funds obliged tlieni to limit the number. Each of these In- 
dians receives a pension of ten dollars a month. Those who 
distinguish themselves' are to be clergymen, or have some 
government offices. 

Besides these christian Indians, there are in Colombia, va- 
rious tribes of savage, heathen Indians. These inhabit Goa- 
gira and its environs, and also the coasto of the rivers Orino^ 
CO, Meta, Amazon, and other rivers, which water the large 
valleys in the east part of the republic. They arc known 
under the name of Indios hravos. 

The inhabitants of the valleys of Casanare, Tuy, Apurc, 
Arare, Cumana, Barcelona, &c. were christian Indians, known 
under the name of TJanrroo. They are ferocious and cruel, 
but have rendered the greatest services to the republic. 

Public instruction is very much neglected, government not 
having the means of paying good teachers, and the inhabit- 
ants of the counties and parishes being too poor to bear the 
expense of educating their children. Moreover, there can- 
not be found teachers sufficiently able and enlightened, nor 
enough good elementary school books. 

Article XV of the law of the 2d of August, 1821. concern- 
ing the Primary Schoohj authorises the executive to e«tab)ish 
in the principal cities of Colombia, JSTormal Schools. l'li«se 
arc established at Bogota, Caracas and Carthagena. But the 
absolute want of funds and elementary books, and ihe preju- 
dices against this method, united witli tlie great iniiuence of 
the priests, who are generally attached to old Spanisii meth- 
ods, confine this system to learning in prayer books, and cate- 
chisms, too abstract for the entertainment or the conception 
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of children. There were primary schools for femalei, bat as 
goTeioroent had not the necemry means, it was obliged, bjr 
the law of July 28th, 1821, to establish these schools in the 

convents of the nuns. Bui ihese having: re pre sen led them- 
selves to be ip want of a great hall, and desltiutc of means to 
construct it. very few have been yet established. We may 
easily coii< cire how misernble all these srhools must be, 
since, we know how narrow and filled with prejudices of 
every kind, the minds of all those were, who were educated 
by friars and monks in the convents, of both aezesi under the 
Spanish government on the Main. These are at present, gen- 
erally, the instractors of the rising generation. What must 
be the result of such an education !' 

The famous professor Lancaster, after having spent some 
years on the Main, for the purpose of bringing into use there, 
his highly approved method ot tcachinc:, was obliged to leave 
the country, displeased, disgusted and ruined, as he has stated 
in his letters and memoirs, by which wo learn, that the twenty 
thousand dollars, granted by Bolivar, have never been paid. 
The colleges and universities are like the primary schools, in 
their infancy — ^in a vegetating state ; not for want of the best 
intentions in congress, but absolutely for want of the neces- 
sary means. 

The congress, when assembled at Cuenta, ordained by a 
law of June 28th, 1821, that a public college should be es- 
tablished in each province of Colombia. There are such 
colleges in the provinces of Tun j a, Ibagua, Medellin, Popa- 

yan, Loja, d^c. ; and, besides, government has preserved the 
old colleges, so that the cities of Quito, Bogota and Caracas, 
have two, and the provinces of Popayan and Merida, one 
each. But all suffer for want of funds to maintain them, and - 
to pay good professors. 

In Bogota there is a school of Anatomy for the use of the 
students. 

Colombia has four universities, viz: at Quito, Bogota, 
Caracas and Merida. That in Bogota is exclusively Ibr stu- 
dents in thology ^ the three others, for students in the other 
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branches. Bogota and Caracas hare libraries for the use of 
the students of the colleges and universities; but they are 
not extensive, and are composed chiefly of old theological 
works, not conducive to science. Arts, sciences and litera- 
ture, are all in the sane state of infancy, and cannot flourish 
until the schools shall be in a better condition. 

1 lie country of Colombia has chains of large and high 
moutitMins, known under the name ol' CMniilleras delos An- 
(l<j<. \' Inch have more than a hundred branches extending 
through the whole republic, bo that very many of the roads 
are laid over mountains, impassable by carriages. Over a 
distance of 80 or 90 miles, therefore, travellers must pass, on 
hories or mules, or by water. Mules are safer than horses. 
In the rainy season many roads are so overflowed with water 
that it is dangerous to pass them : the intercourse with the 
interior is then greatly hindered. There are no turnpikes, 
and lew bridges or ferries in Colombia. Rivers must be 
crossed by swiming or in small canoes. Here, as every where 
else, the want of means and hands, opposes the necessary cs- 
tablisfiment of turnpikes, bridges &,c, and hinders and em- 
barrasses commerce excecdinfjly. The chains of mountains 
have in them many dens, nfiorditig shelter for bands of ro})bers, 
who under the name of Guerillas infect, particularly in the 
present times, the departments of Venezuela, Julia, Boyaca 
and others. Travellers and mails go well armed and escor- 
ted. 

The two largest rivers in Colombia are the Orinoco, and 
the Magdalene, Both these are navigable for ships. Others 
may be navigated by small craft ; the principal of which are 
the Catatumbo or Julia, forming with some others, the large 
lake of Maracaybo, the Alrato, the Cruccs, Araiica, Patia, 
Vemccaldas, and there are many others. Congress intended 
to unite several of tbem^ by meani* of canals, cut from one to 
another. 

On the Magdaleua and Orinoco rivers, steam boats are now 
used for the transportation of passengers and merchandise. 
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On the first they go from Santa Martha to Mumpox, where 
th(' p:is<<jiigcrs hind ; and with horses ur mules, cross large 
mountains, before they can arrive at the large plain ot Bogo- 
ta, the present scat of the Colombian government. On the 
Orinoco, they go from one of its seven principal branches, 
which ponra its waten into the Atlantic, to the city of An- 
gostura. 

The provinces of Antochia, Coio, Popayan, and some 
parts of Neyva and Pamplona, farnish gold in grains. Others 
prodace silver, iron, copper, 

Among the maladies which reiga in Colombia, arc the yel- 
low fever, black vomit and dysentery; but theso prevail only 
at certain seasons, and s(nnctinirs th<; two first appear not in 
the course of whole years. Another very grievous and con* 
tagious malady known by the name of el mal de la elefan" 
eia (leprousy) exists on the Main. The inhabitants belie; e 
that this plague is incurable, and that it is communicated by 
touching or taking the breath of a leprous person. Such an 
one is consumed by sores and ulcers, which produce poignant 
pains, and destroy the sufferer as soon as the vital parts of 
his body are infected. The eating of too much fresh and salt 
pork, the filthy manner of living, and the burning sun, are 
probably tlic principal causes of this plague. The Spanish 
government had esta!)] islicd, in tlip island of Boca Chica, in 
the province of Cartiiagena, a hospital for lepers, where a 
great many of both sexes were treated. To prevent any com- 
munication from abroad, they were guarded by a cordon of 
troops, and capital punishment was ordained, for attempting 
to force the guard, or tresspassing on the limits prescribed. 
When Carthagena was declared a republic, its government 
preserved this institution, the more carefully, because this 
province had, in proportion to its population, a greater num- 
ber of leprous persons than any other province in New Gren- 
ada. Whilst I commanded the forts of Boca Chica, I fre- 
quently visited this hospital, then immediately under my 
direction. It was a hard — a horrid duty to visit these 
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miserable beings, among whom I found promising youths of 
both suxes, whose parents were wealthy aiid powerful. It 
was dreadful to see them secluded by force from liome and 
society forever, to perish, by long and excruciating pains, in 
misery and despair. I did ail I could do to alleviate their 
condition ; but the low state of the funds would not enable 
me to do what I wished, and what was requisite for them. 

The province next to Carthagena, in number of lepers, is 
Socorro. In 1820, the government of Cundinamarca, desired 
that a hpspttal should be erected for leprous persons, in the 
little town of Curo, where these persons of the province of 
Socorro, Pamplona, Tunja, Casansre, Bogota, Ne jrva and Mar* 
garita, should be collected and cured. But the funds assign- 
ed were so deficient, in proportion to tlic threat number of 
lepers, that this plague continues to make great ravages in 
these seven provinces, as well as in that of Carthagena. The 
leprosy exists in the provinces of Panama, Choco, Guayana, 
but not to so great a degree as in the eight former pro>- 
vioces. 

Another less dangerous disease* attacks many of the in- 
habitants of Colombia. It is the wen^ a large swelling under 
the throat ; it is not mortal, but deforms the visage, partic- 
ularly of females. It hinders respiration, and makes chil* 
dren imbecile and stupid. This disease is often to be found 
in the temperate valeys ; but the inhabitants of the Cordille- 
ra iiioimtains, and those of the plains bordering on the nvtrs 
Magdulcna, Mela, Apure, Orinoco, &c. are not exempted. 
This malady progresses daily; and will, as is feared, spread 
throughout the whole country. 

Various projects have been devised for removing it. But 
the want of funds for the payment of professors and practi- 
tioners, and for the building of hospitals has been the princi- 
pal obstacle to so beneficial an enterprise. 

Vacination is introduced into families, and the nicest care 
is taken in the city of Bogota, Quito and Caracas, to preserve 
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ftctWe virus, to be sent into the provinces where he finall 

pox makes its appearance. 

Hut it is not carried to all the provinces, for want of 
funds. The civil and military hospitals are for the same 
reason, in a miserable condiliofi. 

Many small ciiies and villages have tiieir cemetaries with-* 
out, at some distance from them ; whilst at Bogota and other 
great citiei the dead are buried in churches aud church-yards 
in the centre of the {population. 

Houses of refuge for the poor are established in the cities 
of Bogota, Quito, and Caracas, where beggars and vagabonds 
are kept at work for their maintenance. Government has es- 
tablished a fourth house of this kind, in the city of Pamplona, 
which abounds with poor; but all are in a wretched state, 
for want of money ; and begf^ars are met with in the »lfLels 
of almost every city, town and v illage in Colombia. But few 
die for want of food, the soil hoing very fertile, and the pop- 
ulation small in proportion to the extent of territory. The 
mass of the people subsist chiefly upon bananas, rice, fruit, 
and roots, which grow with little or no culture ; and as they 
remain a great part of the day in their hammocks, or stretch- 
ed upon mats, this scanty food is sufficient, at least to pre- 
vent their starving with hunger. 

The clergy are very numerous in proportion to the peopt^ 
over whose minds they hold a vast influence. The highest 
ecclesiastical dignity is that of archbishop. Thereare two; 
one resides at Bogota, the other at Cariu as. It lias been 
said that a third was to be e&tablishcd at Ciuito The treaty 
with the pope, and the declaration which precedes the con- 
stitution of Colombia, that the catholic religion w, and shall he 
the religwn of the siaUf are sufHcicnt proois of the influence of 
the clergy. There are ten bishops, viz, at Quito, Cuenca, 
Maynas, Panama, Carthagena, Santa Martha, Merida, Guaya- 
na, Medellitt, and Antioquia. The religunu andr^^vlararden 
in Colombia, are divided into 3 provinces : Venezuela, Bogo- 
ta and Quitp. These provinces administer and govern them- 
selves, independently of each other* The superior, or central 
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power acknowledged by each under the Spaniah gofernment, 
was the vicar of the orders residing at Madrid,' who was him- 
self the immediate dependant of the generalisimo at Rome. 

The impolicy of continuincr this communication with Madrid, 
a capital uiiinical to iiuicpciidcMce, was suggested to con- 
gress, together with a plan for rendering these regular orders 
altogether independent of Spain by giving them a central 
place in the territory of Colombia, whence they might after- 
wards communicate directly with the Holy Father ; and thie 
has been done. The first congress of the republic of Colom- 
bia, which assembled at the city of Rosario de Cucuta, in 
1830, ordered the suppression of all the convents which con- 
tained not, at least, eight monks, and destined their monas- 
teries and other depending buildings, with their property 
and revenue, to the education of youth in public schools. 
In consequence of this order, about three hundred monaste- 
ries of both sexes have been sequestered. 

The establishment oi a congress of the republic is essen- 
tial to the freedom of the country, and proves an expansion 
of intellect and information in the county, which, a few vears 
ago, could scarcely have been contemplated. But it is to 
be feared, tirst, that the immense extent of territory may 
greatly weaken, if not annul the guaranty by government, 
of liberty and individual security and peace. In many in- 
stances, a department has one chief^ who unites in himself 
the civil and military authority, under the title of Intendant. 
But in some, there is ageneral^ who commands the troops 
in the department, but who, by law, is subject to the inten- 
dant. Now, in some departments, envy and jealousy are found 
to exist between the two, having a pernicious influence 
upon ihe common wellare. This has been the case in the 
department of Venezuela, whilst Charles Soubleiie was 
intendant there in 1821, '2, '3. General Paez, who com- 
manded the troops in the department, held Soublette in such 
contempt, that he often refused to receive orders from him, 
and to obey any except those which came directly from the 
president, S. Bolivar, or the vice president. Gen. Sanaiider. 
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PtoK canto one day from Valencia to Caracas for mooey to 
pay his troops. He weat directly, without permitting 
himself to be annoanced, iilto the cabinet of the intendant, 
and demanded from Soublette an order on the troasur) tor 
a certain sura. Suublcttc answered, in a hesitating manner, 
that he would grant the request with a great pleasure, but 
that the little cash in tlio lre;isury was devoted to very 
important purposes, and would be called for in two days. 
Paez turned upon his heel, shut the door with violence, walk- 
ed to the treasurer and ordered him to hand the sum requir- 
ed; and in spite of his remonstrances, forced him to do so, 
and rode off with the money . This rivalry between Soublette 
and Paez, actually prevented the effect of the combined mil- 
itary operations ; and left Morales the power of makln'r such 
progress, after the battle of Carabobo, when every one thought 
the war would be quickly ended. Soublette*8 administration 
lost tilc provinces ofCoro and Maracaybo, and, as wt II infor- 
med men have assured me, was tlic cause of Morales' increas- 
ing his power, and of liis slaying so long in Maracaybo. I 
am also informed, and, I think it probahle, tliaf the coward- 
ice and incapacity of Soublette, were what rendered the 
blockade and siege of Porto Cabello, ineffectual. 

There is in truth no check, I mean constitutional check, 
upon the power of the inlendant. These intendants are gen- 
erally military chieftains, used to exercising absolute power, 
which men under arms absolutely require, but which men, as 
oitixens, as absolutely forbid. The intendants are under the 
immediate orders of the president, they are named and in- 
stalled by him. He changes, and removes them ; and knows 
beforehand whether congress will approve or disapprove. 
The president-liberatdr is therefore the only power by and 
through whom all is done.*^ 



* The PrecUfent llol>varfMblitlMd,iiBd«r the date of BoMta, tMi of November, 1816, 

a ilecree with the following title " Decree uniting in tho rfcpartmpnts and the provin- 
ces the militarr commaud in the same person entrusted with tlio civil aulhority" He be- 
nat with the iollowtog iatroductioD " As it is couveuient to tht < > i)-<iii i ii!on and the 
fioner of die npiMic, to avoid ezpeiiM* ia the preaeat Met« of the |)ub)ic rev e n e a. 
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It is true that, by the representative system the voice of 
every alien is heard in the hall of the legislative body, which 
gives him an appearence of gnarenty for his individual liber- 
ty. But the most important thing is, that the responsibility 
of agents to their principals, be well assured ; and above all 
that of the most powerful and influential agent, viz, the Ex- 
ecutive ; because this power is the soul of the legislative 
body, and u placed bcLvvccii that and the people. 

Experience has shown that the influence of the Executive 
power is able to subdue, to absorb, every otiier'power, legisla- 
tive and judiciary. But Colombia, having decided against a 
federal system as too weak for her present circumstances,* 
has now no other chance but to pursue the course she has 
marked out for herself. 

The central government gives undoubtedly, more strength 
and energy to the executive. But is it likelj to render the 
people more prosperous and free; especially when we 
contemplate the union of such complicated, and often 
jarring elements ? The character of the Venezuelan, and 
his manners, customs, and habits, differ altogether from 
those of the Grenadan; and the laws of one country are at 
variance with those of the other. f The jealousy and hatred 
existing between the inhabitants of the two countries have 
already been the source of great troubles, in Colombia. 
They were, indeed, the cause of the revolution at Valencia, 
Caracas, (&.C. in 1826, under general Paez. With a federal 
constitution, both Venezuela and New Grenada would have 



wfaicb are not suflirient lo cover those of the administration of the republic ; and being 
deflirou to put an end to the diflerences which fetter the puMie service, the ^^ood aiimiii' 

Istratinn. See. I iliTrrc, article l^t. (hat iij all iho ilt |>artnicnt9 whcm pn\ orinnoiit judges 
are necessary, ilic military aud civil power »baJl be uuiied in tlic pir^on o( the latter," 
Slc. See Appendix No. 4. 

•This was the obj»'ction of j^neral Bolivar, stroncly expressed when the articles of the 
fundamental law of the republic were discussed at Anorosiura, and when a great many of 
the <lr|)Uiic.s inclirii <) to adopt the federal system. .Some insist that Bolivar's <)|i|)<i>ilion 
sprung from his fear ot losing his supremacy under such a constitution. It is ccrtajn that 
Iw has retained it to the present time. He is again dictator, by his own decree, of lio- 
|nnta, ^(I ofNovointier. iHX,. iiniicr the plau<<ibie pretext ofuie civil WBT, and the dan- 
ger of a 8paiiu»li mvaj>ion. Sec Appeudu No. 5. 

t Sae MCiian ILof tin chanwlcr and nianDcn of tka inlMbiiani* of Cok»inbi^ 
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been enabled to establish laws better adapted to their situa- 
tion, to the character and habits of the people of each 

coantrjr. With such a constitution, following the bril- 
liani uxample of these United States, they might have luriu- 
ed a consistent, and perfect federative union. 

To trace out the several steps, and the manner of proceed- 
ing in the twu i^overnmcnts, would afford new and interest- 
ing matter to an impartial enlightened observer, and there 
may be difficulty in deciding between them. The most dan- 
gerous part of the system adopted by Colombia is, that it 
combines local with general agencies, thus accumulating 
excessive power in the hands of a single man. The federal 
system is free from this danger. 

France is now under this concentrated government, and 
so is Colombia. Both may be kept in subjection by the con- 
centration, unless some chans^c take place in the charter of 
the former, and in the constitution oi the latter. 

3. The inlluence and power of the clergy arc far too great 
in Colombia. They are members of conirress. They hold 
places in all the public offices; in the departments, provia- 
ces, counties and parishes, in the municipalities, as cabildos, 
and as officers in the army and navy, while' they are also 
priests of the parishes. They are paid in preference to others* 
By means of tithes and other contributions, they live a very 
comfortable life, while the people are poor and miserable. 
The catholic religion is that of the state, and the public wor- 
ship of any other is strictly prohibited. Advocates of reli- 
gious toleration are not wanting ; but no actual step has been 
taken towards so beneficial a measure. 

The proliibiLtoii of all otiier religions except the catholic 
is not only impolitic, it is pernicious. It is a plienomenon iu 
the history of states, that such an article is found in the 
constitution of a people who declare themselves the friends 
of freedom. This fact alone is sufficient to excite well ground- 
ed fears for the success of sound and rational liberty in Co- 
lombia. 



Digitized by Google 



30 



INTBOOUCTIOM 



4. The jealous, envious, suspicious, egotistic and ambi- 
tious character of the greatest part of their chiefs, will be a 
great obstacle to the freedom and prosperity of the inhabit- 
ants. Observe their early education, their very limited knowl- 
edge, their vanity, their prejudices against foreigners, their 
habits of power increased hy 15 years of war, their prr>[)en- 
sity to act according; to their own arbitary notions, their pas- 
sions, and a judicious observer will see that this picture is 
not over shaded. I speak of the majority of these chiefs, and 
there are not many exceptions. 

4, The finances are so low that none of the public officers, 
are regularly paid. In some parts of the republic there have 
been, and are still, great complaints and dissatisfaction with 
regard to heavy taxes and the multiplicity of contributions.* 
The famous Aleavala, against which so many complaints were 
made in America, during the Spanish dominion, has been 
abolished, as lute as the end of 1H27, in Colomltia. The pa- 
per money, the ra/w, the patents, the direct and indirect tax- 
es, tiie iieavy duties at the custom houses, and others were 
so multiplied as to have become a heavy burden to the peo- 
ple of Colombia. 

And in what consists the present system of finance and 
custom houses in Colombia, called the Ravenga System f f 



'The PrMident Liberator ssyi, io hU decree, dated Bogota, 24th of November, 18S6, 
signed by him and the Secretary of the interior, Joseph MT Renrepro : " As the revewMi 

on land or grounds in tlu- difTfri-iii coiinti«s of th.> ropuWIo nro not sufficient for ihe or^i- 
nary vx^H^itsvii, tmd it ruH rmrement aX tht prrsenl moment to over harden the citi' 
sent tcitk new taxe$,uMMpn»9lee comftmntafnm every fuearter ; i dtarte," «tc. Sae 
Appendix No. 6. 

The fellowinfr imll alio show die very low state ofthe inaaces. The Presi dent LibetB* 

tor says, ii ;i !-rrc«\ dati'd abovf ; "'Vhc public rrv cniK""; h«Mnjr insuffiricnt to rovor 
the ejtpcnsfs, so that public credit ha« lowered, and ia in the greatest daii^xr of bring lost 
etiHrefy, I decrea/' etc. 

♦ Til decrees were 1st, Of the mai)afcmcn( and pu fmnicul of the intcndnnries , 
and othrr public office*, in the direction and the administialion ofthe revenue* in the four 
department of Maturin, Venezuela, Orinoco and Julia. ('firnr,ns ."Vlnn li ;uli, lo27 ' 
Signed fiiitnon BoUvar and T. Rafael Ravenga. Secretary of Htote and (icuerd of Hii 
Eacellency the Prewdent Liberator. Article ITS says : Every one, of an industrious 
class, is Uablelo pay n '"v ''^ ' ' da. in prnportion fo the patent granted him to trade, 
or to exercise any oUier occupaiion. Atid the principa] administratorH, their «uba!it'rns 
or deputies, are to collect these taxes upon the following laniV." Hoie fellows a list of 
the different dascea, called utdustria, divided into 33 branches, which were liable to pa- 
tent. Tlie banker, (he inerehant tad tbecomniMtonary. for ittstaace, paid a patent of 
400 dolbr'i h u hl( h has h^t^n increased to 600, and lately (December 1827) to 1000 
dollars a year. 1 ii« epnthecane*, 200 dollars , the lawyer*, pby^iciaas and surgcoas, 56 



Digitized by Google 



INTRODUCTION. 31 

Both decrees were published durin^^ the stay of (oreneral Boli- 
var in Venezuela, at the beginning of lSi7, and were attri- 
buted to IVIr. Kavcnga. 

The President Liberator has ordered all duties to bo col- 
lected one year in advance, and such has been the urgency 
of this collectioo, that by his decree, dated Bogota Nov. 
23d, 1826, he enjoins that these taxes be wholly collected in 
December of the same year.* 

The administration, in all branches, is in frightful disorder ; 
the natural conseqaence of the entire want of money. There- 
fore it results that the officers, except those of the treasury, 
are not paid, and most of them, in order to subsist with their 
&roilies, yield to fraud, corruption, and smuggling. f 

This want of every thing j revents the payment of the navy 
and l;ind troops, ami liiriders the e.xeculion of all combined 
operations. A great part of the soldiers were known only 
by their rhacos and muskets ; all were in a pitilul condition. 
The olHcers themselves arc badlv clothed ; thev seldom wear 
epaulettes, and some of them neither shoes nor boots, and 
very seldom have any money. 

In ] 822, '23, when Soublette was intendant of the depart- 
ment of Venezuela, hundreds of officers were seen begging 
from house to house, in the streets of Caracas and Laguaira, 
for some assistance ! 



dollars. Ttie ownen of bouses pay half a montli of the renl reerived each jear. Tboie 

who mbabit their own houses with ilu-ir ffiniili<*>, are liablo to pay five per ceni more lhaa 
the sum, al which ibe rent of Uic house mu\^ bt atimaicd, if tljal exceeds 120 dollars. This 
expression, qut Me eatime que genaria , is very vague, and subjects all owners of houses to 
the arbitrainr decision of any officer the govenuneol appoinU to estimate them. (See aa 
ortiact of lUf long decree, in A ppendtx under No. 10.) The dtle of the Sd decree is. " Of 
the management and government of the maratimc custom houses." Caraca-s. Marco 9tb, 
1827. Sriigned Simon Bolivar and Ravenga, as above. See Appendix No. 11. 

To tills (Ircree is annexed the tariff of the entry duties to whicn merchandise- imported 
into the seaports is liable — ia alphabetical order. On perunag Uii« decree, from which 
Hs eonteDla renders it tmpractteable to give an abstract, the reader will be convinced how 
commerce and industry are liable to suffer by such regulations. 

* This decree is enlitJed, " Decree to urge the executioa of the law of May 22d, 1836, 
a regard to the pbMie credit." See Appendix No. 7. 

f The Lib<Tator commenrcs his <iecree to repress frauds in the public revenues, dated 
Bogota, 23d of November, 1826, by sajnng,. " As frauds exist in the public revenues, and 
an so ceeiMM mi teandaitnu, and as it » necessary to pat an end to a disorder which 
relaxes morality, smd diminishes so consideraMy the revenues of tlia traamry, I havt 
judged cunvement lo decree," See No. 9, in the Appendix. 
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The name of battalion or regiment ib often given there to 
a collection of armed men that cannot possibly number 200 
fit for action. The, so called, armies of Colombia, are nei- 
ther well instructed, drilled, nor disciplined. The service is 
performed with great carelessness, ami desertions to the in- 
terior are frequent ; the natural consequences of the neglect 
with which the soldiers are treated. 

6. The military rules and ordinances in Colombia are those 
of the Spaniards. They are in use both in the navy and 
among the land troops. Their custom house duties are so 
heavy and arbitrary, neither inspiring confidence, nor afibrd* 
ing encouragement to commerce and industry. 

6. By the ancient colonial system, which was powerfully 
supported by the clergy, the Spanish crown fearing that the 
Americans might come to feel their strength and know their 
rights, took great care to prevent the growth of industry and 
knowledge in both Spanish Americas. Their immense ig- 
noranc ( , (the growth of the Spanish system,) will greatly re- 
tard the welfare Miui prosperity of Colombia. 

The apathy oi tiie people, resulting from the climate, and 
from a slavery of nOD vrnrs, united with this ignorance; will 
render a speedy introduction of industry, light, and liberal 
feeling, among them, very difficult. These blessings may, 
perhaps, not be attained until two or three generations have 
passed away. 

Public and private education are extremely defective, where 
they are not totally neglected. Nothing is well learned or 
thoroughly understood. All studies have been very limited, 
and intercourse with foreigners strictly prohibited. 

7. Agriculture, the only road to a flourishing and profita- 
ble commerce, is in the same satue low state with every oth- 
er source of profit or roinl irt. 

The scarcity of huxi, thu apathy of the people, and the 
discouragement tn foreigners, from setilmg in the conntry, 
operating with a government which permits the military to 
cpmmit daily depredations upon the peaceable inhabitants. 
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are great diseoarageroents to all industry, to every effort to- 
wards prosperity. 

The fertility of the soil is so great as to produce yearly 
two harvests. But, at present, both harvests afford not half 
as much as one of them did under the Spanish dominion. 
The army, which contains many thousand slaves, absorbs the 
laboring classes. The chiefs, neglecting the order, comfort 
and discipline of the soldiers, think only of increasing the 
strength of their armies by nnmljcrs, which thev are anxious 
to augment. Their armies are «^ro\ving more ninnurous, less 
and less capable of resisting invasion, and more and more 
burdensome and oppressive to Uie inhabitants. So it happens 
that agriculture is neglected. 

A mtilion of dollars was appropriated to the encouragement 
of agriculture, and assigned by congress to the executive, for 
that pu rpose. This was part of the loan of ten millions made 
in England. The history of this loan is well understood ; and 
it is not necessary to enquire the fate of the one million. But 
at best, it is, as lias been oflca said, a sui^ic bottle of water 
drawn up in a sandy plain. 

8. Tho Judiciary power remains, together with the legisla- 
tive and executive, in one hand, that of the Dictator-libeiator. 
He prefers military tribunals to civil courts ; these are loo 
slow for him ; and so his will is the law of the land. 
, 9. Were the Dictator the great man he has been taken for, 
yet one man cannot be every where, cannotf do every thing. 
Bolivar must necessarily leave to his subalterns the greatest 
part of business in the departments and provinces. There 
are military chieftains, little bashaws, so called, who rule and 
vex the citizens of Colombia by deciding according to their 
own understanding and will. 

\\iiat is to be the result of such a state of things in Colom- 
bia.'' Are these peoplr free? Or is tlieir welfare deferred for 
years, perhaps ior centuries.'' Where is protection to be found 
for persons and property ; for the culture of arts and sciences 
for liberal institutions, schools, industry, agriculture, the 
train of blessings necessary to the existence of prosperity and 
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freedom? Were the iiihalutants in a worse condition under 
the dominion of Spain, bnd as it was, than they are now, un- 
der the bayonets of the Dictator^liberator f These questions 
will be decided, according to the view that may be taken of 
the subject. 



SECTION IL 

EDUCATIOiN, MAiNNERS, HABITS, CIIAiiACTERISTlCS. 

Education of ihe Colomhian$ — Their «an%, amhition, cohIm^ 
trades and mechanic arts — Clatset and rankt tn «ociely — 
Marriages — Jhtrigttef and dissolutenem — Womm^ iheir fRan- 

nersy character^ education — Dress — Those of Bogota at rftflin- 
guishcd from those of Caracas and Carthnge.va — Houses, 
furniture — Lu riiries, and ejrtrapngaiicr — Superslition — fnflu" 
ence of the Priests — CharcterUtic habits^ traits — Llancros, 
their dresMf equipmenttf fyc; PatZf Zarasa — The Margarilans 
'^Beligiotu eeremoniu — Former puni^entf for murder^ rob^ 
her^ — Inttance of ihe ]^lic punishment of a young femaU at Bo^ 
' gotOffir an attempt to tteal the jewels of the image of the virgin 
Mary. 

The crown of Spain, for the purpose of keeping its subjects 
from the lights and improvements of the modern nations of 
Europe, carefully pr evented their intercourse with all other 
nations, as far as was in their power. ' The Spanish govern- 
ment labored under the continual apprehension that the 
Americans would become acquainte J with their own oppress- 
ed condition, and seek the means of breaking their own 
yoke. The king reserved to himself the exclusive right of 
granting passports to go to the Spanish colonies. Before such 
a passport was granted, a Spaniar<I was ohl u 1 to submit to 
many humiliating examinations and formalities. It was more 
diiiicuit still for a foreigner to obtain such permission, which 
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was granted only to those who were powerfully recommend* 
ed to the king. 

After the peace of Badojar, France alone was permitted to 
send agents or consuls to the Spanish Americas ; and their 
actions were pretty closely observed. 

A Spanish American, desirous of coming to Spain, was 
obliged to submit to the same formalities as the European 
Spanuird who wished tb go to the colonies. The viceroy,* 
and the captam-generai only, could give them their pass- 
ports. 

Capital punishments were ordained against all masters of 
vessels, not Spaniards, who should attempt to enter any har- 
bor in the Spanish colonies, and against all merchants not 
licensed to trade with the colonists. These measures ren- 
dered it impossible for the inhabitants to have intercourse 
with foreigners. 

The clergy felt a deep interest in seconding the views of 
government. Their system to perpetuate the ignorance and 
superstition of the people, procured for themselves tlie great- 
est temporal advantages. In the pursuit of these they were 
utterly regardless of the spiritual welfare of the people, and 
of tiieir own ! 

The education of youth was therefore much neglected. 
Boys were sent to school at the age of four years, and the 
age was the same for going to a convent. 

Since edneation to a man is what culture is to a plant, it 
may be proper to enter into some details, to show that such 
education as the greater part of the generation now living in 
Colombia have received, under the Spanish dominion, could 
not possibly form men of knoweldge and of liberal minds. 
This will best inform us what kind ot men they are who now 
stand at tlie head of tlie government, and how those power- 
ful chieftains were formed, under whose control tlic various 
dopaririKnts are placed, and among whom they are divided. 
There are, it is true, in Colombia, and in other parts of the 
Spanish Americas, men of ulents and knowledge } but they 
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are much more scarce in Colombia than in othes countries, 

and their political existence is crushed and destroyed by an 
arbitrary military despotism. Where bayonets are the gen- 
eral rulers, liberty, knowledge, civil rights, and all political 
welfare arc completely banished. To turn the bayonets 
against the defenceless country and its inbabitaDis, requires 
neither knowledge nor talents. 

The greatest part of the schools, colleges, and universities 
have been, and still are, in the hands of the clergy, and the 
friars. This body of catholic clergy must not be confounded 
wilb those in other countries. These were full of prejudices 
and had very littie knowledge. The friars were not much 
better, and in some cases worse. They filled the heads of 
the school boys with histories of extraordinary and incredible 
miracles, with sketches taken from the lives of then saints. 
The boys learned by rote, and recited a great number of Latin 
prayers, of which they could not know the sense. They were 
taught to sing litanies and masses, and were subjected to ex- 
terior forms of piety. Thus were they formed to early hab- 
its of dissimulation and hypocrisy, under the influence of 
which their heads and hearts remained during life. 

On leaving school, they entered a college, where they 
learned Latin and Greek very superficially. Their memories 
were charged with an obscure and difiuse scholasticism, and 
with some superficial knowledge of geography, history, &c. 
Instead of being taught the principles of true religion, or of 
a sound and pure morality, they were instructed in the differ- 
ent ranks and classes of society ; in the advantages of being 
born a nobleman, or of belonging to families in the service 
of the king, or the church. Their self-love and vanity were 
thus excited and made predominant over every otiicr princi- 
ple and motive. This education was ordinarily finished at the 
age of fiAeen or sixteen years. M. Dupons gives a correct 
and minute account of their instruction, in his work, which 
afibrds the most full information on the state of education 
on the Main before th« involution at Caracas.' 
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Since the revolution of 1810, llie new govcrnmeni has, 
however, not had much time or money to devote to the sub- 
ject of education. Though peace lias nfTordi d more leisure 
for attention to this subject, they have been deficient in both 
funds and talents, and this deficiency has stood io the way of 
the Ibrmation of good primary schools and colleges, and able 
teachers. Will Bolivar establish such institutions.^ Itisvety 
doubtful whether he has the power to do so. And with his 
military and absolute government, can he desire that knowl* 
edge should be diffused among the Colombians f 

In Tenezuela« to arrive at the title of marquis, coont, or 
baroD, was the height of hunnan felicity. I have known dif- 
ferent Caraguins to expend large sums of money in getting 
one of these titles from the Spanish government. Others ob- 
tained ordtrs, or stars. In Spain all might be obtained, par- 
ticularly under the corrupt government of Manuel Godojr^ 
Prince of the Peace. 

This rage for titles existed not in so high a degree in New \ 
Grenada as in Venezuela. No title of nobility was known 
there among the natives. The European nobility preserved 
their titles after leaving Spain. In Venezuela there existed 
a Creolan nobility^ unknown in New Grenada, under the 
name of Mantuanos, of whom 1 wilt speak hereafter. But in 
both provinces, all mechanic trades and employments were 
much despised, and left to colored and black people. The 
honorable occupation of f'ulti\;aing land, belonged exclusive- 
ly to slaves. In Caracals and in IJogota, no mechanic, even 
now, can be found, who is not a colored or a black person. 
It would be a disgrace to a man of good family to touch any 
of these occupations, or to gain an honest living by his own 
industry. He would like much better to have a brilliant uni- 
form, or a friar's or clergyman's frock, to sing and serve at 
mass in church, or to obtain the title of doctor, that he might 
be regarded as belonging to the highest classes of society. 
He would prefer the laziest lifei to obtaining subsistence by 
mdustry. 
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This vanitf , the effect of earif edacation, was the source 
of maiiy diaseiittons, and of a ridiculous and childish jealousy 
among families. From this each one derived an opinion that 

he was a more important man than his neighbor, and was i\u\- 
ious to be distinguished by his birth, rank, titles, andwcaltii. 
This was often the cause of jealousy, envy, and bitter enmity 
between two families, occasioned, bv mere trifles. 

The olficers of the Spanish government and the clergy saw 
these dlssentions with pleasure, and adopted the maxim, Di- 
vide and Govern, The numerous class uf lawyers and attor- 
nies joined the two first, because their own subsistence de- 
pended upon lawsuits, which of course they endeavored to 
excite. 

Before the revolution, society was divided into different 
and very distinct classes. To the first class belonged the 

Royal Audiencia, or highest council of government in civil 
matters, aiui lu which the viceroy or captain-general always 
ptesided ; and to which belonged the regent, the auditors 
and the judges oftiie inghest court of justice. The govern- 
ors of the ditVerent provinces, tiic generals, the intcndant, the 
treasurer, the inspectors of the army, and the colonels, were 
reckoned in this class. It was composed of £uropean Span- 
iards, who were authorised to bear the titles of Excellency, 
or listed (gentry.) 

The second class comprised the most wealthy and noted 
families of high birth, all Creoles. In New Grenada there 
was no term to distinguish these from other families, and they 
were designated by the phrase, he or she is of high birth.** 
In Venezuela, they had a name, that of" las familias Mantu- 
anas." This was a kind of American nobility, cuiiunoiiiy 
mixed with European blood. 

The third class was formed of the jiKliif g of liie ordinary 
courts, the municipal, and milliai y othcers frorn the lieuten- 
ant colonel to the second lieutenant, the members of the bar, 
the public notaries, the lower officers of government, that 
were Creoles, the doctors, professors, &c. 
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In the fourth class were reckoned the merchants, the cap- 
italistSy or lesseei of a lower birth, the bankers, &c. — all 
white. The other classes were formed of men .of color and 
black men — all free — and Indians and slaves. 

The clergy, regular and secular, belonged to none of these 
classes. They were highly respected, and had their sepa- 
rate jurisdiction, their ecclesiastical council, of which the 
archbishop was presidciil. Tiity had their separale |>i ivilc- 
gcs and were entirely independent of both viceroy and cap- 
tain-general. 

I shall here speak only of the customs and manners of the- 
highest American class, designated under number 2, as that 
which is distinguished for its wealth and independence. All 
the rest being dependent on the government, or on some of 
the nobles ; so that they were obliged to conform to their 
manners, customs and usages. They do not exhibit a cha- 
racter sufficiently prominent, to be worth a drawing. But 
where there is a characteristic difference, I will mention it. 
I will endeavor to compare the character of the Caraguin 
with that of the Grenadan, and particularly with that of the 
inhabitants of Carthan^ena, as forming the most proimacnt 
points of dillerence ; and will afterwards speak of the Liane- 
ro and the Margaritan. 

The families of Mantuanos in Venezuela were divided, like 
the Grandees in Spain, into different classes ; asSangre Azul, 
Sangre Me/rind a, &.C. These classes were formed for the 
purpose of marking distinctions of birth, as, Sangre Azul, 
(blue blood) designated the most opulent Creolan families, 
descended from Spanish ancestors, the first conquerors of the 
country, who had established themselves definitively there, and 
whose children, born in the country, were there established 
from generation to generation. Tho^jc of the Sangre Mezcla- 
da, (mixed Idood) were of a later date; and had intermixed 
either with Sj>anish or Frenchmen. 

It was very common among the Mantuanos for a young man 
to marry as soon as he left college. His parents would con- 
sult together about choosing him a companion for life i in 
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whichthey regarded chiefly, (and particularly the Iady'«) birth, 
rank, foriurie, and funiily connexions, as is rti-stomar) ainong 
the nobility in Europe. All btini: s» tiled \miii her parents, 
she was taken, al tlio n jo of 12y«':ir'<. I'rotn convent ivhcrc 
she had been placed la lour ; and married to a young man of 
the ig;e of 16; frequently to one uoder that age. It irafl 
common to find such a couple wbote ages put together amount- 
ed to letf than thirty. I knew a hand^omc young lady of 
Manlttana, wbo^ at the age of eighteen had aeTen childreo 
li?uig. Another bad a daughter sixteen years old» who ap- 
peared to be the sister of her mother ; who was not oTer 2T 
years of age. Such a couple, without any experience, not yet 
knowing even how to behave themselves, were placed at the 
head of a lar?e household, and surrounded by flatterers, and 
a numerous Iraiu of «( rvants, who sought to (idj'f thrrn. 
Having had neitlier «»j>j)oi liiiiUy nor judfjrnent to kii n^- the 
character, each of the other, they believed ihey wore in love, 
because their parents assured them of it. At first ail was 
happiness and joy. But they soon began to discover faults; 
and to feel, in the company of each other, a certain vacuity 
and Hstlessness. They began their differences by disputing, 
and then quarrelling ; and ended them by hating each other. 
The husband aroused his fancy abroad. The wife consoled 
herself by other means. In this manner they lived, choosing 
ieparate courses of life, and would have been divorced, but 
for their dread of certain humiliating formalities, which re- 
(juirc that witnesses shall testify publicly to their dishonora- 
ble private conduet. Their divorce was prevented^ only by 
their pride and vanity. 

Whether it is owing to manners and character, a far more 
temperate climate, or whatever cause, marriages are not made 
at so early an age, at Bogota as at Caracas. Here families 
mnt more unitnd and happy. They are not so ostentatious and 
showy, but their households are more orderly, and they have 
more solid riches. They are less fastidious, and more cor- 
dial in their manner of receiving strangers, than at Caracas. 
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A rich hmWy of high birth in Bogota^ seldom expend the 
whole of their annual incomei whilst the Mantuanos antici- 
pate theirs, and contract debts. 

Among the Maiiluanos in V enezuela, the conduct of mar- 
ried people, in general, has a most pernicious eflect upon 
their chihiren. These must know the irre;j^iilarity of their fa- 
tiicr. and the intrigues of their motiier. VVInit children learn 
in these schools of vice, they early begin to practise ; even 
before their moral or physical powers approach maturity, 
these boys practice vices whicli in most other countries, at 
their age, are not attempted. There were to be seen many 
who, by excesses, had lost their vigor, at an age, when oth- 
ers begin to enjoy life. They fall victims to many diseases, 
and their pale and meagre faces were emblems of pain and 
suflering. In the midst of every advantage afforded by birth, 
wealth, and a delightful climate, their health was visibly de- 
clining. These livinq: spectres approach an early grave, de- 
ploring a vicious lite; wiiich is often transmitted from one 
generation to another. 

It is, ttrerefore, not surprising that all travellers who of late 
have visited Colombia, and particularly Venezuela, talk so 
much of the general corruption of manners. Among all the 
rest, Caracas is distinguished. 

It was not strange to hear a lady complimented, in pre- 
sence of her husband, upon changing her gverido (gallant.) 
The husband spoke of his mistress with the same freedom. 
The festivals and holidays, in these countries, afforded 'con- 
venient occasions for intri<rue between the sexes ; as, the 
grand mass of midnight, the evenifiL,' before cliristnui^, ilic 
whole time of carnivnl, the numerous evening meetings in 
honor of the holy virgin, or the snints, ^c. Mniiv passionate 
declarations, verbal, and written, have been niadc in church- 
es and chapeU. I appeal to all who have been in these 
countries. To all this, must be added the private conduct, 
and corrupt principles of priests and monks, who, under the 
mask of religion, have seduced a great many young females/ 
On the other side stands the militaiy officer, whose brilliant 
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ODiform, ■od the idea of vigor and courage attached to hit 
character, render him pecaliarlj attractive. By considering 
all these things, one m 1} form a correct opinion of the man- 
ners and costoms on the Main. 

Among the clergy in Caracas the canooicii were distin> 
guished for their wealth nnd libertinism. Even the monks 
and friars :i''n* r;illy kcpl ihcir m;-tre>ses. A friend of tmrie, 
at Cfirac'i-. surpri-sed hi« yoiinij and beautiful nn-tr( \\ ith a 
stout and handsome friar. He dared n»>t «'!y a wort! f^r r« nr 
of the friar'^ vengeance, who would not have failed to do him 
mischief. This discovery, however, cured him of mistresses^ 
and he soon after left the country. 

The priests in the villages, small towns and boroughs, gen- 
erally have their female housekeepers, and a ntuiber of chil- 
dren. 

Passing one day through Aqua del Pablo, a large village 
in the interior of New Grenada, I rested with my retinue, at 
the house of the priest, with whom I had been acquainted in 
Carthagena, and who expected me to dine with him. His 
house was one of the largest and best in the country, and sur- 
rounded with various other buildings ; proving, at lea«t, L^rr at 
case, if fiot WLuhh. 1 ifjnn«i a I;ir«je table well prov iin u uitb 
silver spoons, plates and forks. Wc sal d /a ti gaily and 
dined. After dinner, the nnieers l)e!on;iiii^ t<> inv family, re- 
tired. I remained alone with the priest, wlio was agoodand 
benevolent man, generally b: I .vrd. and a father to his con- 
gregation. He was a patriot, and one of (he mo<{ enlight- 
ened persons of the catholic church. He sat with his back 
to the door, and I with my face towards it. Ader a while, the 
door was cautiously opened, and a beautiful fiimale head ap- 
peared. 1 rose from my seat to tell her she need not fear, 
and to request her to come in. But the door was hastily shut, 
and she disappeared. Tha priest asked what had befallen 
me so suddenly ; I told him what I iiad seen. " Oh, said he 
it can be no one but my wife, (mi rni'ga,) tlie fnol, she was 
anxious to send us some sweet meals mn(\r with iier own 
hands." I requested him to call her, but he declined, saying, 
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tbe WM not dressed well enough to appear befofe me. I the^ 
asked, as a favor, to be introduced to her. He laughed at 

mj curiosity, as he called it, but, at length, brought her into 
the room. I saw in her a young lady about eighteen years 

of aije, well ediiouted, and vltv ;iiuiable. She was the moth- 
er of two beautiful children. I was much pleased with her 
conversntion, and particularly u itli the imnf^FiTming mnniu r of 
it. The priest and his wife, as he called her, sDlicitcd me to 
stay with them until the nc.\t morning, which 1 declmed, with 
reluctance, and only because my duty pressed my return to 
head quarters. 

Tbe bouses of the Mantuanos were generally governed by 
an mtendant, or major>domo, who has many servants of both 
sexes under bis command. As the master and mistress of the 
house considered it beneath their dignity to meddle with 
household affairs, they left every thing to the intendant, who 
received and paid as he pleased. When the master or his lady 
Were in want of money, they asked it from him. After a few 
jrenrs the intendant became rieli, and adv;inced money uj)oa 
higli iiitr-rcst to his master, who supposed he was using his 
own property. 

The author of Gilblas of Santillane, has not at all over- 
charged tbe picture he draws of these intendants, and of the 
Spanish viceroy in America — their luxury, corruption, &tc. 

Tbe edur a lion of young ladies in Caracas was much ne- 
glected. They were taught, but not thoroughly, to read and 
write. They were also taught music and dancing. Playing 
on the guitar, some needle work, and dressing themselves, 
were their favorite and principal occupations. To attend to 
any part of house keeping, would have been considered so far 
below the dignity of a Mantuana, that it wonld have rendered 
her ridienlous. She occupied herself witb a little embroidery, 
or readiitg some book of devoiiDii, or some tale. Such were 
their occupations when t!iey were not at church, at the pro- 
menade, on visits, or at bails. 

Tbe inhabitants of the same class in Bogota were more re- 
served and cautious in society. The fair sex were, in gen* 
eral more modest and timid. The ladies in the capital were 
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distinfruished by their clear and fine complexion ; commonly 

Fupj)nsc(l lo be the eflcct of a temperate climate, and pure wa- 
ter. Some, nevertheless, are found with wens, a disease very 
common in the province of Cundinamnrca. Their manners 
nro nioro reserved, swecl and a*jrccal>le, and they interest by 
that tuiud candor which characterises the sex. The ladies 
in Caracas are not so fair in their complexions, nor so re- 
served in their manners. They fascinate by their bfilliancy» 
their wit, and their easy manners, by what may be properly 
termed coquetry* The ladies of Bogota improve upon ac-^ 
quaintance more than those of Caracas. The education of 
the ladies in Bogota was much the best; more strict and more 
solid. The greatest part among the first class, were educated 
in convents of nuns, in schools established expressly for that 
purpose. Such a boarding school iiouse was enclosed within 
the walls of the cloister, but had no communication u iih it 
and the nuns generally. Three or fonr nuns were named by 
the abbess to take chariie of the school. These directed all 
the economical duties of the boarding school and instructed 
the scholars. One was directress, whom the others were 
obliged to obey. They were, like their pupils, excluded from 
communication with the convent, and passed through a small 
door to go to church, or to call on the abbess by her order^ 
or to pass an evening with the nuns on extraordinary occa* 
sions. 

The pupils entered, comnlonly, at the age of four years, and 
were not permitted to go out, but by order of their parents at 
the time of their marriage, or completing their r<!ucation. U 
was v(Tv St Idfim that a youngj lady obtained {r i niission to go 
out and see her parents; but they were permitted to visit her 
at the parlor, surrounded and separated from their children 
by iron grates. This permissinn must be asked from the ab- 
bess of the convent, and was granted upon condition that one* 
of the nuns be present at the interview, at the appointed day, 
and hour. This permission was oAen refused. 

The pupils were taught to read, write, calculate, (cypher,) 
the elements of history, geography, natural history, chanting 
religious songs, dancing, playing on the piano forte, or the 
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guitar, or harp, sewing* embroidery and working clothes. 
They wero taught to couk and to make various kinds of sweet- 
meats and cakes. Each of those, more advanced in age, had, 
during her week, the char<o^n of the liouschold. They were 
tatiglit how lo govern a family with order and econon)y ; 
things of which llie vounjr Cara^ruin ladies were destitute. 

Those who stayed at home for private education, winch sel- 
dom happened at Bogota, were never allowed to go out with- 
out being accompanied by one of their parents, or a trusty 
aerrant. They were always dressed in black ; so that they 
were not distinguishable from the common classes ; but by 
the finer texture of their clothing; or their mantillas (veils) 
garnished with fine watches, or by their diamonds, pearls, or 
their golden chains, at the end of which was suspended, a 
golden or ivory cross, richly garnished witli pearls or dia- 
monds. 

Before the revolution, it was not unusutd to see ladies at a 
ball or other festivals wearinjr more than 200,000 dollars in 
watches, diamonds, pearls, &c, in their dresses, without ap- 
pearing to be overloaded. When going to mass, all dressed 
in black satin. Their faces were veiled with costly notched 
mantillas; and the upper parts of tlieir frocks were also gar- 
nished with the same. They wore no hats, but their hair was 
ornamented withcdstly combs, set with diamonds, pearls, dtc. 
They were followed, often, by 20 or 30 servants of both sexes, 
free and slaves, very neatly dressed ; and each of them carry- 
ing something for the use of their mistresst; as books, iitnbrcl- 
las, fans, A c. The husband never accompanied the wife to 
church, cither in Bogota, or at Caracas. 

Children were taken to cluireh as soon as they could walk, 
the sons with the father, and the daughters with the mother. 
Maas was said every day ; and on Sundays and holidays, it 
continued from three o'clock in the morning until noon ; and 
during that time, every one had his choice of going at what 
home he pleased, or was most convenient. The military mass 
was at 11 o'clock ; at that time the viceroy, or most of those 
who were attached to the Spanish government, attended. 
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la New Grenada, there were, amoDg the slaves, more col- 
ored than black people. At Venezuelai it waa the reverse. 
In the foriner, slaves were never permitted to appear abroad 
with shoes or stockings, though the weather there, particular- 
ly in Bogota, is sometimes so cold that ice is fonnd in the 
streets. This custohfi was begun and continued, for the pur- 
pose of distiiiizui^hing slaves from free persons. Thus were 
the slaves constantly remin<ied of tlieir degraded condition! 
In every other respect, ilioy were perfectly well clothed, 
well fed, and in every other way well treated, and had 
very little labor to perform. The wealthy families had from 
one to two thousand, and more, slaves. Forty or fifty were se- 
lected to serve in the house ; the rest were put to cultivate 
the soil. 

At the public walks, which are commonly called Alme- 
das, in Bogota the ladies usually rode in coaches ; and here, 
as in all other public places, they were dressed in black. On 
great festival days, the ladies of the governor, generals, or 
other officers, in both capitals, rode out on horseback,* dress- 
ed lii Auiazoiiiati habits, with the epaulettes, saloons, brodiccs, 
or other badges distinctive of the rank ul their husbands. 
They [jad a brilliant and numerous retinue. The wife of the 
viceroy, or captHin-<:encral, was preeedud by a number of aid- 
de-campi^, and followed by the staff and the civil and military 
officers of the government. Their hu^^hands were never with 
them on these occastions. These ladies were addressed 
and spoken of hy the titles of their husbands, as, Her Ei- 
cellency the Vice Queen, the Captain General a, the Govern- 
ess, dc.c." The wife of a colonel is called Ussia, [Si(>gnora] 
&c* This old Spanish custom is kept up by the Colombians 
of the present day. 

The ladies of Bogota did not wear their black frocks in the 
interior uf their houses. When at a weddinur, a baptism, or 
ball, they wore colored and wliuc dresses j generally iollow- 
ing the ucwest i^'rench fashion. 



* It M cvuiiuuu lur laUio lu nde uu horscbtick, ihrougtioul Uk* ^pauisb doiuinioos. 
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The ladies in Caracas and Carthagena were dressed in 
black, only when they went to church, or aisisted at the pub- 
lic proceMions. 

The plates, candlesticks, pitchers, and other utensils, were 
of pure silver, or overlaid with gold. A poor man in Bogota 
would have felt himself disgraced without his silver spoon, 
knife and fork. Steaks, pics, «^-c, were set upon tiic Ublc in 
large !:')!( len plates. 

Tlie liousehold furnitJirc was very ricli and sumptuous j and 
when we consider that all tiieir articles were purchased at 3U0 
per cent pro5t upon their cost, reckoning transportation and 
exorbitant duties, we may have some idea of the wealth of 
these people. 

The houses of the wealthy classes at Bogota, may properly 
be called palaces. They were built of stone, were large and 
massy, and generally three stories above ground. But Bo* 
gota has suffered greatly by the dreadful earthquake of No-^ 

vember 25th, 1827. So did Caracas in Marc li, 1812. 

All this wealth, comfurt, and atrrccahle society have now 
disappeared. The greatest part <» I these distinguished fami- 
lies in Venezuela, and in iNew Grenada have left the country ; 
and tlie few that remain, are ruined. Tiie had administration 
of the chieftains in Colombia, the party spirit and the civil 
war, operating with other causes already mentioned, have 
spread anarchy and misery over this beautiful country. 
Grass is growing in the streets and public squares of both 
Caracas and Bogota. The most frequented streets of both 
are full of beggars and miserable wretches, covered with rags, 
vermin and sores, who persecute you at every step, entreat- 
ing, or rather commanding you to give them something "por 
Vamor de Dlos.^* The oflicers and sohliers, generally, were 
badly ciotherl and fed. Tlic commission of theft, burglary 
and murder during the nigiit, was frefiuent, and was done 
with impunity. All who have knf)vv both eities helore the 
revolution, will agree with me, that under the government 
of the dictator liberator, misery and crimes are much more 
frequent than under the Spanish administration. T state these 
facto without any apprehension of being thought a friend to 
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the Spanish system, or an agent of the "holy alliance," for 
a place in which general Bolivar is far better qaalified, than 
he is to be at the head of a Republic ; unless that were com- 
posed of despots and slaves. 

Libertinism is a strmiir, perhaps the strongest characteristic 
of the Creole. He \mI1 -narc nothing to obtain the last favor 
from tlie female he iiappeiis to fancy. Luxury in furniture, 
houses, jewels, dress, the tablej and mistresses, at Caracas^ 
was most extravagant. 

Their jealousy, vanity and desire to surpass each othefi 
was extreme, and before the revolution, had ruined many 
families, I saw one of these Creoles wearing a golden re- 
peater which cost a thousand dollars. Instead of the 12 
numbers, he had upon its face, the twelve letters in his name, 
Juan EUisondo^ 

Soon after this watch was received, two neighbors of this 

gentleman sent for similar ones, and paid cash, the same aum, 
for them. 

Creoles of the higher classes arc generous, or rather prodi- 
gal of money; but the corunion people arc \vry mean and 
sordid, and are readily induced to commit any crime, for 
money, particularly in Cqracas. The higher classes expend- 
ed a great deal to gratify their fancy. Foreigners who ob- 
tained permission to come to the Spanish Americas, obtained 
a good deal of money, in a short time. The most success- 
ful in this way, were the physicians and surgeons, the musi- 
cians, mountebanks, charlatans, rope dancers — all who could 
contribute to amusement and the gratification of fancy. But, 
as Mr. Depons, in his work upon the Main, says, " a stran- 
ger who tried to be a merchant, or a farmer was exposed, 
to be regarded an eiiMous eye; and if lie was pros- 
perous, he was persecuted, ami many times exposed to lose 
all. It was with much regret that the natives sulTereil him; 
and they did all they could to reduce him to beggary." At the 
same time the Creole is not destitute of compassion, and it 
geldom linppens that a man in want does not receive consid- 
erable relief immediately. I once saw a gentelman (bappen- 
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doublons and gave them to a beggar. Five ofus were stand- 
ing in the street talking together j so that there was nodoubt 
ostentation ia this act of cliarity. But, before the revolution 
it was-a rare thing to find a beggar in the streets of Caracas 
or Bogota, if any were found they were taken, by the police 
oScera, to an Aroiptce, provided for that apecial purpose. 
Theae placet were either convents or bousiBs built expressly 
for this purpose, by the charity of private persons. The 
Spanish governineDt did nothing towards such establishments* 
The Creole is devout, superstitious, credulous and igno- 
rant. The ladies of the first class were more so than their 
liiis!)ands, many of whom had acquired ijiformation by trav- 
. elliii[j. The ladie's have each their ovvfi j>nrticular saint, to 
whom they are greatly devoted ; always by night and by day 
carrying in their bosoms his image, suspended by a goldea 
chain. Another image is hung over their^pillow, another un- 
der the looking glass of the drawing-room ; and othersj in 
their books of devotion. I have often known them to have 
at least a dozen images, of different sorts, of the same saint, 
fixed in different parts of the apartments. Besides these , 
they were well supplied with crosses, holy virgins, and other 
saints, and angels, Uc, The reign of priests and monks, in 
the country was powerful, and tlieir influence is still very 
great. The paU tot cliicftains have n^ver dared to be severe 
against any pf iest, even when he was known to be in enemy 
to their cause. The archbisliop of Caracas was known to be 
inimical to the cause; and yet, at Bolivar's entry into Cara- 
cas, he was not molested ; but during the reign of Bolivar, 
was treated by him with the highest respect. The bishop 
• of Carthaitena, it is true, was exiled ; but his place was sup* 
plied by Ms great vicary, known by the title of father Provisor, 
who detested the Patriots ; and who, in August 1814, some 
days aAer the president of tbe government of the province of 
Carthngena, the Secretary of the state (himself a priest) the 
general-in-chief, and various distinguished gentlemen of the 
city of Carthagena, were received free masons, ex-commumca- 

ted publicly the whole order, by a formal decree aifijLed dur* 
7 ■ 
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int? the nlffht. by h\% order, to all the church doors of the city. 
In bj)ilc oi tins -|Mrit of public <)|)|H>ijiiiun, he remained in 
the (juiet possession ot his ortice. and has never been Iroub- 
led on account oi his political principles, and measures. 

As one of the 5rst cares of the Spanish sovereigns was to 
propagate the Catholic faith in their immense provinces, they 
established tribunals of the Inquisition, successively, in the 
cities of Mexico, Lima and Carthagena. But in the latter 
part of the reign of Charles IV, this formidable tribunal was 
not much feared. This influence was exercised, chiefly, to 
watch and keep out of the country all free literary produe*' 
lions ; by them styled philosophical books. 

In iliii year 1820, a b(»ok-s( lier «»enl from Ne%v-York, vari- 
ous boxes of vulnable Sp:ini>h books, to Carthafiena. Atnonu 
them wercRonie copies ofVolluire's Uiiui^us J ) finnaire phiioso- 
phujne. 'i'he boxes l\'erc opened, and by the mtliHnco of j^ome 
priests, the greatest part of the hooks, among which was the 
Dictionary, were refused admittance, and were sent back to 
Mew ¥ork. I have this fact fiom the book-seller himself. 

Don Vicente Pazos, in his letters to Henry Clay, on South 
America, says, that before the revolution in 1810, from Li- 
ma to Monte Video, an extent, including Peru, Chili, and Rio 
do La Plata, of more than three thousand miles, and a country 
of cities, towns, and villages, with many universities, schools,' 
courts of justice <Skc, there was but one printiifg press ; and 
that a uiisciublu old tiitng, belonging to Ihe Jesuit:i of Cor- 
dova. 

To show to what an extent the superstition of the people 
and authority of those wliose spiritual power they acknow- 
ledge, are frequently carried, I will relate one example fur- * 
Dished roe by the individual wlm came near Itcing its victim* 
Lieutenant-colon e! Callot, a French officer who had served in 
France under Napoleon in the artillery, came, as many othera 
did, over to the Main, and served in his rank as an artillery 
officer, in the army of the patriots. 

Becoming much disgusted, he asked his dismission from 
general Urdaneta, with whom he wat aerviog. His request 
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was refii«ef1.' Soon after, he obtained leave to go from the en- 
viroosof Tunja to Carthagcna where he had some private busi- 
ness to scale. lie iTuvcUed on iinrseback, with a guido, ia 
ier?ant, and a few dragoons, all well armed. After tra^rellmg 
a number of days under a burning sun, lie arrived at a large 

borough in the interior of New Grenada, called Fa , be* 

fore the largest ino of which he dismounted. As soon as he 
came into the house he was suddenly seized with great pain 
and a violent fever; insomuch that he cried aloud. The peo- 
ple of the inn, put liiin to bed, and called it) their priest, in 
great alarm. This man was versed in llie ails of curing; and 
believint^ the stranger to be in thr* last extremity, came with 
the viaiicuni. He sat down before the stranger's bed , and 
made various enquiries about his malady; and then told him 
it was not of a dangerous nature. He ofdered the numerous 
bystanders to retire. When all were gone out, he rose from 
his chair, and carefully locked the door. He then resumed 
his seat, and in an interested manner enquired if he was a 
christian ; meaning a roman catholic, which, in these coun* 
triet , tlie word signifies. Mr. Callot understood him, but an- 
swered not his questi<m ; but supplicalcd for a glass of water. 
The pnr.^Dii rc[)eatcd the question in a louder tone. The suf- 
ferer again urgently nsked for water. T!ie parso n told him 
lie should first answer to his God, of whom he was liie rep- 
resentative, whether he «^'as a christian? The patient under 
tbe suffering of pain and thirst, (having been born a catho- 
lic,) answered that he was. The parson then opened the 
door ; and at his call, some excellent lemonade was brought 
in a short time, which in some measure relieved him. The 
priest then renewed his questions about the disorder ; and 
told him he had an Indian, not far from the bort)ugh who 
could cure him perfect!}; but a« you are arc a christian, add- 
ed lie, " it is necessary to confe'^s you before ; and tliat you 
receive the sacraments, which will be hall your cure." The 
coluni I replied, saying that this was surely a jest; that the 
jndian might come and cure him, after which he would con- 
fess himself with great pleasure. No, no, my friend, it is ab- 
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solutcly necessary to begin with the confession, «nd receiv- 
ing the sacraments. Mr. Caliot, socinjj his obstinacy, told 
him to go out. The parson jumped fr(>m his seat in a violent 
passion, saying well sir, as you deny your God, I can give 
you no help, and so saying he went out, shutting tbo door 
with violence. 

A miserable night lamp was in the room, and he saw what 
thej call a Christ, suspended under ft small looking-glass, 
upon the wall. Mr. Callot remained some time in a state of 
stupefaction ; then raising his head, he perceived that sUenCe 
feigned through the house. After suffering in this condition 
for about half an hour, with pain and fever, he called as loud 
as he could, for assistance. The door half opened and a wo- 
man demanded in a har>h and ^tern voice, what he wanted, 
''assistance for God's sake," he answered, *' help, help, for I 
am deadly sick.** He spoke in pood Spamsh ; but the <ir)or 
wos shut immediately. He received no answer, and silence 
again reigned over the whole house. Notwithstanding frequent 
calls for a glass of water, no one came to .Sim. It was expressly 
enjoined upon his servant, who was very much attached to him^ 
to remain with thepeople,or he would incur the vengeance of 
the Holy Father, as they called ihe priest The servant was a 
native of New Grenada ; and was so terrified by these words, 
that he did not dare to go to his master's assisiance. The 
priest, in his curse, had distinctly declared that no one, under 
pain of excommunication, shoyld enter the room of that 
perverse sinner who denied his God." Colonel Callot, at last 
asked, as a ijreat favor, that the landlord would come to hirn 
for a niuiule. Alter a lon^ time the landlord appeared, half 
opened the door, and harshly demanded what was wanted of 
bin. ** Come nearer my friend," said he, I want to speak 
with you.** What," said tite landlord, " will you confess 
yourself.^ Shall i call the reverend father priest! Ob, do so ; 
it would make me happy above any thing." No sir, I do not 

•peak of confesion, 1 wish I cannot hear you then,** 

viid the landlord ; good bye sir, may heaven assist you." 
'o layingi he abut the doori and disippeued. The colouet 



Digitized by Google 



m 



IHTRODDCTIOK. 53 

in lits dlstresB made every exertion to move ilieir compasMon, 
but in vaiQ. - They absolutely refused to do any thing tor 
biflD. 

. The apprehension of dying in that condition ot last com- 
pelled him to declare that be would be coofesBed and take 
the sacrament. The paraon came, after four hours absence^ 
at 1 1 o'clock at night ; and the colonel confessed and re- 
ceived the sacraments. All was now changed around him. 
The Indian perfectly cured him, in the Ibllowintj; sifi;L;iilar 
manner. He slrippei) Inni naked, annoiDtcd hiii) with a de- 
coclion of indigenous planls, and, laying him on the jsronnd 
ufjon fjome blankets, he handled him just as a baker knr nds 
bread ; sojhat he cried out with pain. The Indian coniinued 
the operatieii until his patient was in a proper sweat. He 
then wrapped him in a blanket, and put him to bed. The 
next day the operation was repeated ; and the colonel was 
perfectly cured. When he was quite recovered, he was 
scarcely snfTered to depart He and the prieM became close 
friends, and he w^ treated by all the inhabitants with the 
kindest hospitality. When he insisted on going, and asked 
the landlord for his bill, he was told that so good a christian 
owed fiotliing. He could not prevail on them to receivf any 
thing. On the contrary, at his departure, a n)ul' \v;is laden 
with excellent provisons and choice fruits fur his jmirncy. 

The character of the inhabitants af New Grenada is very 
different from that of those of Venezuela. A striking differ- 
ence also exists among the thirty seven provinces of Colom- 
bia in this respect. The Margaritans, for. example, differ in 
many points from the Llajierus ; so do those of Cumana and 
Barcelona, fiom those of Caracas, 6lc. 

The Caraguin is much quicker, more p^ulant, and more 
.sanguinary than the man of Bogota. He is also more en- 
liglitcnc<l. But he is more corrupt, vicious, false, ninnin;^, 
jealous, and inclined to vengeance, than the (irf iuulan. 'J'ho 
latter havinfX ^rivcn his word, will keep it. The Caia^uin will 
give his wnrd promptly, and will add protestations, and even 
oaths. And after he has deceived you, he will laugh at your 
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cre'lnfity. The Carojruin will Mcrifice every thing fof pomp 
oikI silou . nnH es(>et iiiil\ fur a bniii i.t rrtimie.. The Gicn- 
odan is iti'm«* nj'>il( -.t. more |»rn<l< iii m \\\< < xjn nses, and has 
far m»»re order, in the intermr e»i iii?* t si ililisimient. The C^* 
rnsuin, when observed, w II give handfulis <>f g*dd to a beggar. 
The otiicr will give !^ecrelly, but not profusely, and will enter 
iiito the feclin^^s and suffermgfl of the «ibject of his charity ; 
while the Caraguio give«, and liiinks of him no mcire. In al- 
most all the convents of Bogota, there was a house for the 
poor, maintained by the chanty of private |>er^ons. There 
was besides a large ho-piial for men, and another ffir women. 

TIjc Creolos ;^(,'Mrr;iliy arc jealous ofall iorei<rners, and dis- 
liiie to Ih- cMiunund' (1 by any Init tiieir o« i> ( oiuit r\ iiit n. 
They will obey a fort igiier, ui ihuir necessity, bul as soon as 
they cease to feel their need of his services they obey no 
longer; {tnd use every ciertion to inrii fiim out. Duty and 
gratitude have little or no weight With them. In Venezuela, 
where no foreigner has ever be^n admitted to the chief com* 
mand, there have been repeated instances of their being dis- 
placed. In New Grenada various foreigners have been en- 
trusted with distinguished commands ; and have generally 
been perfectly well received and treated ; and still are *o. 
The Caraguin,as he hales all foreigners, tb s ihe (Jrena- 
dan and submitii wilii gr« at n Inrtance lo be conunaiuled l>y . 
him ; and takes every opporuinityi iu bis absence, to reader 
bim suspected or contemptible. 

The uncultivated and ignorant Llaneros, will admit no 
stranger, extending their aversion to Europeans, Caraguins, 
Grenadaos; to every one uot born in the plains of their coun- 

The antipathy- and hatred existing between the inhabitants 

of VeneEUela and New Grenada, is strongly expressed, 
tlion;^li nu gj)od reason can be given far tliein. Ii is well 
kiiow i) lo have existed for centuries ; »aiul continues m full 
force to tliis Hay. It has produced consequences dreadful to 
the cause of in(lep(.>ndence ; as 1 shall show in the course of 
this memoir. The vain and proud Caraguin* has never eeaa- 
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ed to despise and ritilcule the more i:^norant Grcnarlan, who, 
whilst he feels his own iufcriorily, secretly and bitterly hates 
the other the m )re on account of it. The native of Caracas 
disiin«;uishes iiiinsf^lf by his gesticulations, his continual talk* 
his boasting, and biting wit. He has a sovereign contempt 
for all who are not born in his own province. It has been 
said by well informed persons, thot the Cara^oin has all the 
vices of the native Spaniard, without any of his virtues. 

New' Grenada still continues hec laws, customs and privi- 
leges, as sh« possessed them before the revolution. Institu- 
tions that woiihi be useful in one of these provinces, mi^ht 
be of no avail in the other. A viceroy of Grenada had no 
aiUhority whatever over a captnin-genern! of Venezuela. 
These rulers were as distinct from each other, as were the 
characters and customs of their subjects. Each rendered his 
account to the king, and received orders <^irectly from him. 

The Colombians have all the manners and customs of the 

m 

old Spaniards, their festivals, civil and religious, their society^ 
manner of living, eating and drinking, and dress, laws, instt- 
totions, &c, all are like those of tht; European Spaniards. Iii • 
the army and navy of Colombia, the old rules and ordinances 
of the king are strictly followed. A ball nuist be opened by 
the most elevated in rank of the society, before any one else 
is permitted to dance. They are passionately fond of fight- 
ing-bulls and gome-cocks — as jo Spain. Their theatres 
were, like those in Spain, poor and miserable. The fundan-- • 
go and boleros were and are still the favorite dances of the 
Colombians, and next to them waltzes, and English country- 
dances* Their music is that of old Spain ; and so are their 
concerts. The guitar is the favorite ' national instrument* 
But in Caracas, ihey have some good patriotic songs and 
marches, distin«;uished for honnony and expression ; which I 
huvu often heard with ^rcnt pteasure. 

The character of the [>ruv ii^ce of Curthagena differs greatly 
from that of both Caracas and IJoj^ota. License of manners 
is greater than in eith(^r of the two othef provinces; the wo- 
men are generally pale from the insalubrity of the climate^ 
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the mortimt, lakei and stagnant water rarrounding the for* 

tress of Carthagoin, with q beaming sun, soon produce putri- 
faction, nnd cnu^e conla2:i<1us kikI ()titri(l ft?v( rs. The water 
ihi'V drink, i» aulMNillh v, arnl ot a bt.ickisli tu.Htc. People of 
ioNtiiie alone tiniik rain water, wlucli u coUocled ill large 
Cii^tcrns and sold at liigh prices. 

The number of poor people and beggars is greater here 
than in any other province of Colombia, in proportion to the 
population. The causes of this are a ruined commerce, the^ 
oppression of high duties, both of import and export, and the 
•bsolttte sterility of the soil. Under the presidency of Torri- 
ces, in 1812, 13 and. 14, Carthagena flourished, and was the 
only province where foreigners were received with kindness ; 
and were senire and highly respected. But under the ihien- 
dancy of general Mariano Montilla, tlu y have been exposed 
to hi'^h duties, by his arbitrary and vexatious measure??. 
Most owners of foreign vessels ^d others coming from the 
place, have confirmed this fact. 

Besides these putrid fevers, the Carthagenans are aflccted 
• with swollen feet; and above all a kind of pestilential mala- 
dy, called el mal de San Laxaro," which 1 have before nea- 
lioned. 

The inhabitants of Carth a rrcna, are desirous of iroitatating 

the easy and natural manners of the Caraguins, and they 
do it in such an awkward amnner, that the latter laugh at, 
and despise tijem. The women do the same, but ihey 
have neither the grace, beauty nor wit of those of Caracas. 
The inhabitants of Caracas do not much like those of Bo- 
gota; and ridicule them by mimicking their drawling tone 
and manner of speaking the Spanish language. But they 
bate the Caraguins $ there has, at no time, been a good under- 
standing between them. Ignorance is more prevalent in 
Carthagena, than in Bogota or Caracas. 

I have already spoken of the immense plains of Vene* 
zuela, and their excellent pasture. These plains are iren- 
erally inhabited by ennvcil i l lii'baiis, wlio arti dislinguislied 

by their ciuelly, their cool ierocityi their ignorance, preju- 
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dice and superstition. They are known ander the general 
denomination of Ltaneros (people of the plains.) Their fa- 
vorite and exclusive occupation is, and ever has been to take 
care of their numerous flocks and herds, of every description. 
They are half savap^f s ; and hnve multipliod rapidly, by the 
richness of their pasturai^c and their mode of existence. From 
their cliildliood, they aro accusttuiiUMl to catch and niniint 
wild horses, which run by luiiidreds ii])on the savannas. Tiiey 
may almost be said to be born horsemen. 

When at war they are generally armed with a long lance, 
and very often, have neither swords nor pistols. They have 
no regular uniform or boots, or shoes. They have a few 
rags upon their bodies ; with a kind of large mameluke pan- 
taloons. All have their blankets (mantas) and many their 
hammocks. I may here be permitted to copy the curious 
and just description of the people, by colonel Hippislcy. 

** Sedeno's cavalry (Llaneros) were composed of all sorts 
and sizes, from the man to the boy ; from the horse to tlie 
mule. Some of the troops with saddles, very many of them 
without. Some with bits, leather head-stalls and reins ; others 
with rope lines, with a bile of the rope placed over the tonixuc 
of the horse as a bit ; some with old pistols hung over the sad- 
dle bow ; I cannot call it the pommel, either incased in u^et 
skin, or ox hide lu^lstcr pipes ; or hanging by a thong of hide ; 
one on each side. As for the troopers themselves, they were 
from thirteen to thirty six or forty years of age. Black, brown » 
sallow complexions, according to the casts of their parents. 
The adults wore coarse large roustachios, and short hair, either 
wooly or black, according to the climate or descent. They 
had a forociou^, savace look, which the regiment they appear- 
ed in, did not tend to haniionisc or improve. Mounted on 
miserable, half starved jaded Ix asts-, whether horse or mnle ; 
some without trowsers, sin ill < I *flies or any covering, except 
a bandage of blue ciotii, or cotton, round their loins, the end 
of which passing between their legs, fastened to the girth, 
round the waist ; others with trowsers, but without stockings, 
boots or shoes, and a spur generally, gracing the heel on one 
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iide ; and some wearing a kind of sandal made of hide, with 
the hair side outward, la their left hand they hold their 
reins, and in their right, a pole from eight to ten feet io 
length, with an iron spear, very sharp at the point and sides 
and rather flat ; in shape like our Serjeants halbert. k blank- 
et of about a yard square, %vith a hole, or rather a slit, cut id 
the centre^ through which the wearer thrusts his head, falls 
on each side of his shoulders, thus covering his body, and 
leaving liis b/ire arms at perfccl liberty lo manage ins horse, 
or mule, and lance. Sometimes an old musket, the barrel of 
which has been slioriened twelve inches, forms his carbine, 
and w ith a large saijrc, or hanger, or cut and thrust, or even 
a small sword, hanging by a leather thong to his side, togeth- 
er with a Hat hat, atyger skin or hide cap, on his head, with 
a white feather or even a white rag stuck into it. Those 
troopers of the legion, of Sedeno, appeared complete and 
ready for action. My picture is a perfect transcript from 
the original, and by no means too highly coloured. 

Paez^s cavalry was much superior in point of dress, appear- 
ance, and the management of their horses, but they were not 
uniformly clothed, though none of them arc so naked as 
many of Sedeno's legion, but ihcy consist of some without 
boots, shoes, or anybody covering e\cc})t the blanket, which 
is a necessary appendage of the general uniform They wear 
trowscrs or loose drawers, and their arms are similar to those 
of the other corps of cavalry. Many of Paez's men are cloth- 
ed in the spoils of the enemy ; and hence are seen in hel- 
mets bound with brass and plated metal ; and large sabres 
with silver hilts and bucUes. I actually saw one horseman 
whose stirrups were made of silver. 

The Llaneros are active, and even brave, in defending 
their valleys, and in gaining booty ; and the more so when 
general Paez is at their head ; who in their view is the great- 
est hero in the world ; fur greater tlian Napoleon. Because 
Paez was born in their valleys smokes with them, sleeps on 
the ground as they do, in his blanket, eats a banana, drmka 
with them, and speaks their corrupted and savage language. 
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In truth Paez is, in every respect, a complete Llancro. 
Their manner of warfare is very like that of the Cossackt. 
Like them, they attack their enemy with loud cries, and 
never in ranged files ; they fly to forai and attack again. 
They surround their enemy on all sides, and never suffer him 
to keep them together. They follow an isolated corps, fall 
on its rear and kill their prisoners without mercy. They 
plunder the wounded and fotigued. In fine, in their war, they 
are complete savages. 

It is difficult to subject them to discipline. Their organi- 
zation is, tiicrofore, different from that of any otiier tioops in 
Colotiiliia. They select tlieir ollicers from among themselves, 
and ttirn them out at pleasure, sometimes killing them, and 
putting others in their places. They never suffer themselves 
to be commanded by a stranger, some of their own generals 
have been in danger of being killed by them when they were 
suspected of cowardice, or treachery. This was the case 
with generals Sedeno, Roxas, and Monsgas. Paes, however 
appeased them, and protected these chieftains. He is their 
supreme commander, and he only is adored by them. They 
care not much for general Bolivar; and, on various occa- 
sions have been heard to say, that they never see him in the 
fire, nor at the head of a charge ; and tiiat i)e is too far from 
the camp and battle field, to be able to j^idgc for himself how 
the action >liniild he conducted. General Paez embittered 
by the loss ol a battle, told general Bolivar, in presence of 
more than 40 oliicers, that, where l^olivar commanded in bat^ 
tie, he caused the toss of it, but that when he himself com- 
manded alone, ho had beaten general Mortllo, but that under 

Bolivar's orders, battles were lost. 
After Puez, general Zarasa has the greatest authority and 

most influence over the Llaneros. He is brave, intelligent 

and humane, and is, in every respect superior to Paez, who is 

jealous of him. The Spanish chieftains, particularly Morillo, 

have repeatedly attempted to gain him over, but his firm 

character defeated their efl!brts ; enraged at this they avenged 

themselves upon bis wife and children, who were murdered 
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The Llaneros have undoubtedly rendered very great aenri- 
ces to the republic, and in this long and bloody war have 
distinguished themselves among all the inhabitants of the 
Main except the j\Iargaritans of whom I shall speak here- 
after. The Llaneros have been constantly and entirely, de- 
voted to the patriotic cause, whilst tlic people of Caracas, Bo- 
gota niul Carthasrenn, have frefjutiilly chan<:cd their poHiical 
opinions. This u ild race, far more raw and iffnoraal than 
any f'thcr people in Colombia, lia\e lujbiy u»itiered to 
the republic. In ISIS they contributed powerfully to the 
success of the Dictator Bolivar, who dislikes Paez, but treats 
him publicly with great regard, for the purpose of managing 
him. The truth is, if Paez had been a did'ercnt kind of man, 
be might at various times, have displaced Bolivar. Three 
distinct offers have been made him to that effect. 

The inhabitants of the small and rocky island of Margarita, 
which forms one of the provinces of Venezuela, had, like the 
Llaneros, their favorite commander. This was i:( n< lal Aris- 
niendv. But he lost his iyllii< nre bv Ix inir t<Mj arbitrary w ith 
Ins countryiiicii, the Margunlujis. Biitl will speak further (»f 
the characters and talent.-:, both of Paez and Arismaaiiy in my 
biographical sketches of them. 

The Margaritans arc much more cultivated and humane 
than the Llaneros. Their maratime coasts enable them to 
carry on a trade, notwithstanding the laws, with the inhabit- 
ants of St Thomas's, Curacao, be. Margarita has manj 
small bays where vessels may enter ; and which are not so 
closely watched by the Spanish vessels of the king or the 
company, as the larger p<)rls of Cuuiana, Harceloni, and the 
larger citi« s belonL'in'T to the inhabitants ul the plains. In- 
tercour^ ' w ilh t<»i( i^intrs was easier and more fre4ucut at 
Margarita than any where upon the Main. 

It is well kiiown that the Margaritans, since the beginning 
of the revolution (1810,) have been supporters of indepen- 
dence ; and could, never since, be reduced, by the most pow- 
erful efforts of the Spaniards, whilst a great part of the plains 
have been in possession of Bovet, Moralesy and Morillo. 
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They arc true Republicans, industrious, brave, and hospitable. 
If any of llicbc provinces have doservcd fieedom an<i inde- 
pendence, Margarila is the first ; and all wfio have knowD 
Jar peo()ie will a2jree with me in this opinion. 

The catholic religion is rendered ihe more imposing by 
the observance of its followers ; and no city on the Main 
had so many, or so brilliant religiou$ festivals, as Bogota, the 
capital of New Grenada. Caracas, Carthugena, and other 
cities, bad the same ceremonies, but in a less imposing style. 
The cause of this difference is to be found in the greater 
wealth and devotion of the people. Bogota being the seat 
of the viceroy, governor of twenty-two provinces, with a nu- 
merous and splendid retinue, and a strong garrison ; whilst 
the captnin-general had only eight provinces. Dc-i(l< s, the 
Grenad ans are less enlightened, and more rich, nuiuerous, 
and powerful. 

From Lent Monday to Holy Friday, in passion week, there 
was every day a solemn and numerously attended proces« 
lion, which passed through the principal streets and squares 
of the city of Bogota. 

Before 1 close this introduction I will relate an extraordin- 
ary punishment inflicted for robbery, burglary and the like, 
characteristic of the manners, under the late viceroy of New. 
Grenada. Between the condemnation and punishment, two 
or three weeks intervened, that the country people might be 
DOtified. and witness the punishment. 

A convict was condemned to receive, with a kmd of whip, 
long in use among the Spaniards, a certain number of lash- 
es upon his back and posteriors, to remain in prison, Or to 
work in the mines, or gallies, a certain number of years, ac- 
cording to the degree and aggravation of the offence. The 
punishment was rigorously inflicted, without regard to age 
sex, or rank. At the appointed hour the criminal was strip- 
ped of all clothing, except a strip of colored cloth about his 
middle, and placed upon an ass with the reins in his hands, 
80 as to present his postorior and back to the executioner; 
his hands and feet were so tied, that tiie reins were in his 
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hands. In this position lie was taken under a guard of sol- 
diers from the prison to the public square; the whole halted, 
and tli(3 oQinor mad, with great empliasis, the judgment, to- 
gether ivith the christian and family oamo of the criminal, 
his name, native place, ofHcc, and the names of both his pa* 
rents, and their place of abode. He was then whipped at 
the four comers of the square, and at the comers of the 
principal streets. As the city of Bogota is large, it was 
sometimes more than three hours before the prescribed pla- 
ces were passed, and the number of blows given. In 1805 
this punishment was inflicted in Bogota, under the following 
circumstances. A beautiful girl, 18 years of age, whose pa- 
^ rents were both European Spaniards, who liad received a 
r good education, aiid was much estc( rncd in Bogota, assisted 
at the festival of the purification of the Holy V irgin, in the 
church of San Francisco. This day, llie waxen figure of the 
Virgin was ornamented in an unusually splendid manner, with 
pearls and costly diamonds and surrounded with many hundred 
waxen-tapers. The girl, totally blinded by the splendid ex- 
hibition, took the sudden resolution to become possessed of 
the jewels. She a tier wards said, in her con fessiou, that the 
idea was given her during he sermon, by satan himself, who 
coropeletly sacceded in tempting her. She iioped this ex- 
cuse would save her from punishment. She succeeded in 
the following manner : Instead of going out witli the crowd 
she absconded in one of the dark corners of the church, be- 
hind a saint. Tho sexton not doubting Imi all were gone 
out, extinguisfied the waxen tapers, went *>ut and h)cke(l the 
door. She came out of her corner, and by the light of the 
eternal lamp, so called, which is kept burning in catholic 
churches, she succeeded in despoiling the virgin of her jew- 
els, and selected them at leisure. 

While she was in the church her parents sought her every 
where, in the most cruel anxiety. Early the next morning, 
the sexton, on entering the church, was astonished to find her 
fast asleep upon one of the steps of the main alter, having 
the jewels lu her iiaad and frock, lie hastened back cautious- 
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ly shut the door, and made his declaration before a magis- 
trate. She was convicted, the jewels being found upon her. 
li would be in vain to attempt to describe the feelings of her 
parents. They, and the most respectable and wealthy fami- 
lies, even the judges and members of the royal audiencia, 
warmly besought the viceroy to spare her. The parents re* 
peatedly kneeled at his feet, imploring his pity. The vice- 
roy's wife herself interceded. The parents, who were in very 
good circumstances, secretly oflTered to sacrifice their whole 
property. All was in vain. The viceroy replied that he 
could not alter the laws; tlinl if he prevented their execution 
in the case of an Eiwopcan Spaniard, tiie nativp^ u uuld have 
reason to be dissatisfied, particularly as the crime was of such 
a horrid nature. Don Antonio Amar was a good and sensi- 
ble man. Ue pitied all the sufierers, but did not feel himself 
at liberty to relieve them. 

In this case the punishment was inflicted, as in every other 
respect, except that the executioners received a secret order 
to strike lightly. The surrounding crowd of citizens and 
country people was immense, and eye witnesses have assur- 
ed roe, that not one was seen to enjoy the spectacle ; but 
that all were deeply moved. Her sufferings lasted about five 
hours. 

Her parents went eight days before to Mompox, never to 
return to the place of the shameful punishment of their only 
child. As a special favor, she was released from prison the 
next day, she rejoined her parents, and died ofa lingering ill- 
ness two months after. The miserable parents followed her 
to the grave. 

This barbarous punishment exists no longer* A thief is 
now punished with a certain number of stripes, or at the pub- 
lic works. 

After what I have said of the education character and mor- 
ality of this people, the reader may form his own opinion with 
regard to their existing ignorance and prejudices. He may 

now also be enabled to judge whether Uoiivar and the other 
chieftains of Colombia, can confer on its inhabitants, light 
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liberty and freedom. The rulers of Colombia have naturally 
adopted the manners and customs of the Spaniards. But 
they are far less advanced than the latter, not by their own 
fault, but as a natural consequence of the Spanish system, 
which was designed to keep them in darkness and ignorance* 
By means of this pernicious system, the Colombians are, at 
least 150 years behind the people of the United States, in the 
science of government. Experience will prove, whether my 
opinioUj advanced lu July 1^24,* is just. 



' Sec Aitanuc Hagwioe for July im. No 3, pvibUilwd hy BIim and White in N«w. 
York, p. 167. 
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CHAPTER L 

Cautes of the frutnU imperfect knowledge and erroneous opin^ 
ions retpeetfing the fwtKol eveatt avk leading characters tn 
Colombia 

To trace witli justice and impartiality, the history of power- 
ful men who have not yet finished their career, is by no means an 
easy task. Burke says " that death canonizes a great charac- 
ter." In the political and military life of Gen. Bolivar, many 
traits have already appeared, which give a correct knowledge 
of the character and talents of the Liberator. 

The most extravagant and contradictoty opinions^ have, at dif- 
ferent times, been given of Gen. Bolivar, some say : " He is a 
^reat, an extraordinary man ; a man of tran«;rcndcnt knowledge 
and talents ; the hero of Soiitli America ; die benefactor of his 
country ; its Washington ; its Napoleon." Otliers assure us " He 
b the Cromwell, the tyrant, the (>p|)ressor of his country." Truth 
1$ rarely to be found in any extreme. 

That such various opinioui should have been received of this 
maoi is not at aU surprising, when we consider that the majority 
of mankind are inclined to admire splendor, power and success, 
and that the more, when the ohject of their attention is beyond 
their own sphere : Moreover, they blame or approve, according 
to their own interest or feelings. Rarely is Uieir opinion formed 
from the evidence of truth, or with the spirit of impnrtinlity. But 
the defender of freedom and the rie;hts of man, naturally attracts 
our attention more and more intensely, by every successful 
event. 

The actions of Gen. Bolivar have been considered as being in 
accordance with the wishes of all liberal and enlightened men ; nay, 
vridi those of every oppressed and enslaved being. His smallest 
successes have given general satisfacdon, and every eye has been 
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fixed upon him and his proceedings. But widiout any exact and 
positive knowledge of lact5, rnrli individtinl has formed of Gen. 
liolivnr, liis own idfn, in contonnity witli his own wishes, and with 
his contused and iiuon ici uDlions of events on tlie Main. Pub- 
lic opinion was soon captivated to suih a degree, thai uliatever 
accurately informed and impartial men could say against tlic Lib- 
erator, was disregarded, and treated as mere caliininy, or as coming 
from agents of the Holy Alliance, from enemies of the cause of 
freedom, or from rash adventurers. The majority of the public 
have been prevented from judging for tliemselves, and have con- 
tinued to contemplate Gen. Bolivar, as the hero, the father, the 
liberator of South America. 

Various cauFrs rontrihnted to form these opinions, in tlie com- 
nicncenienl of C^mi. Bolivar's career : First, — The great difficul- 
ty of procuring c\<u i inlorniaiion from the Main, because every 
one possessing it, had his own opinions, liis own views, liis own 
interests, while corresponding with his friends ; others concealed 
the real state of facts, or circumstances which might enlighten, 
fearing their letters might be intercepted or miscarried, or that 
their names should be mentioned by their friends, and so their in* 
terest aflfected oti the Main. 

Secondly, — The bulletins and proclamations of the rulers in 
Colombia, on manv orrnsions, linve been very exiravaL:;int and 
partial, as is pMicraliv the case w'wh docnnicnls of this dcscrip- 
lion, in everv army ihronL:;lioni the world, wlicrc war and armies 
have exiblcd. These bidleiins and proelamaiions have been 
faithfully translated, without comment, without any of the partic- 
ulars which would give a correct idea of the events, and have 
naturally inspired gigandc notions of the power of armies in 
Colombia ; and of the heroic braver)-, and of dot p military skill of 
the leaders of these armies. Besides, the Spanisli language is 
distinc;ijished from nil oUiers, by its pompous phrases, wl.ich 
give it an ap-eenble and high sounding expression. The effect 
of the language, too, is enhanced by tl;e Caraguin chcrarter, 
which is generally vain and boasting. And so it happened tliat 
a :>kii mi^ili, in which, in fact, only a lew nien wei e killed or wound- 
ed, was given out as a regular, and bloody battle.* 



• WIm n T \s.i> f liii'f ofllio slnffat ('{impnno, on ihr Main, in IMay \?\G. Gen. Polivar, 
then fuprttnt cinri of tlu" re|iublircr Vcm /iw to. urilt rn) n (!«>tm liiit'-!i' • f iSmit 73 mm lo 
take pcMMt-Hinii <if the villBge, and the IhiU im ni s. nia Ro»>a. \. : < h u| on n h-ll. 
and comiiinnds the liarfmr. ;\o «-nriny w.is rouinl in ii.hui twrriiy rive linIC nnkofi ajid 
badly armed men ; aii<l ihor rrlin'd, artcr It.'iv infj i\» i<'f discliiir.^i-d a Uvciily four poun- 
dvr. ilif mily picoi, ol'orcJnanre \\\vn in tho fort, .N< i a nrn killcil. Moun.l. m' i r taken. 
'J tic next »lay 1 \t,nsuot a lillJo siTjirisMl lu fmd n )iii;n<" * !'trlh-lin ^itrnt d u\\ name, 

in the proprr placr in Wbirh i** *aid. *• The inili-pi n'ionts l.nufrd nu'ler ilu- iininedi- 
•te coaumad of the iupmne chief, io SwrdiKmom, end the divi^wns if iien. Piartoofc» 
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Thirdly, — ^^Veare in absolute want of a good, detailed, and ex- 
act histon', oi' tiie events of the revolution, and of the contend- 
ing parties on the Main, from 1810, to the present time. It is a 
fact, that the people of tlio United States know little or noth- 
ing unth certainty, of wiiat has passed, and is still passing in Co- 
lombia. Our Gazettes give some accounts, but they are few, 
and exceedingly imperfect. 

The imperfect and erroneous statements which baye been pub- 
lished, and the exagg;crated proclamations and bulletins have 
chiefly influenced public opinion ; the habits too, of thinking 
Gen. Bolivar, a great and extraordinary man, a hero, has been 
STo\vin«r sinee 1813, and has increased to such a degree, that it 
will be a dithcull task to convince men of tlie exa2;geratioD of their 
ideas, arid extravnscanre of their notions respectiiis; him. 

So far as I am coaeenied, 1 am able to declare, that 1 have nei- 
ther desire nor interest to flatter, or calumniate Gen. Bolivar, I 
Touch for the correctness of all the facts contained in these me- 
moirs, well knowing that this work will obtain only that degree of 
creditwith the public which it may appear to merit by its accura* 
Cf and candor. 



CHAPTER II. 

Birth of ScHtvar^His family — Visit to ■ Europe^—Marriagt, 
Errors in the biographical sketch of his We in AckermtaCs 
Magazine. 

Si MOV Bolivar was born in the city of Cnraen?;, July 21 th, 
17S:3, and is the second son ot Don Juan Vicente l^oliv ary Pon- 
to, a miliiin eohjiiel in the plains of Ara2;ua ; his mother, Dona 
Maria Concepcion Palacios y Sojo; and both were natives of 



alter irsistanrc, anH a heavy fire, the strong fort of Saota Rasa, by aiorm. The 
Hivision of ((on. Mnriiio ilisiin>;uished itnelf by ito bravervand coolness," &r. die. The 
fittt is thai Grn. l*iar, with liis twenty five m"n, junipca over a low wall of this »trtmg 
fort, and found it empty j tlic i^pauiariU had lied hoou as I'iar approached, and catUd 
not have been taken or killed, boin; altvady more tbnn fiiur nuskoi iboto lUntanl from 
biiD. 

Wbeo I raw thie pompous bulletin, sisnod with my name, T aiked Bolivar how my 

name came to such a paper, a real aii«l ndirnious satire upon onr forces, which did not 
exceed H(lO men, Init Irom whit h 7.3 divirfc l into fottr divisions were more than sufficient 
oiij enenues fn)in 8:uiia Kosa. Ho fiM-\\ . i' '!. Lnitjliinir. ili.it iJaillrx ( our pi'iiUfr) 
wa^ aiixioo* to finish the buliclia before midiiight : and that h« ordered Capl. Chamber* 
lainfbiiniddeeamp, to wrilei^vuMlarlibdictatKNi, and Ibai, I not being ftt tenM^ht 
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Caracas, and were Mantuaiios.* They died ; the first in 1786, 

tlic latter in 1789. 

Yount; Bolivar was seiu to Spain at the age of 14, in compli- 
ance with the customs ol the wealthy Americans of those times, 
who usually spent in one year in Europe, the amount of several 
years income at home ; seeking oiSces and military decorations, 
that were often put up to the lughest bidder, under the admiius- 
tration of Manual Uodoy, Prince of the Peace. The young 
Americans were likewise accustomed to go to Spain, to complete 
their education, and to pursue their studies in the profession of law, 
physic, or theology ; lor, according to the laws of the times, no 
American was admitted to tlie bar, and allo^ved to practise in his 
profession in ilic Universities of old Spain, nur could he exercise 
his profession at home. Without a diploma trora a University in 
Spain, no American could, at least in New Greneda, have the 
honor of being a Capuchin Friar ! But as tlie object of young 
Simon was, to see the world, and not in any manner to study se- 
riously, he paid little attention to any pursuit, other than that of 
pleasure, and of satislymg his desire to witness the different 
scenes of life. Ue, however, devoted some time to the study of 
Jurisprudence. 

He was at this period lieutenniit In the corps of militia in the 
plains of Arne;na, of which his lather had been commander. He 
had an cider brother, who died in IS 15, and two sisters, who en- 
joyed an annual income of from 40 to 50,000 dollars, tlie produce 
of several considerable estates, and particularly of an extensivfc 
Hato^ on which were raised large herds of cattle. These estates 
were at no great distance from the city of Caracas; and at one or 
other of diein> Bolivar and his family usually resided. San Ma- 
teo, was, however, the place he always preferred. It was the 
largest of his possessions, where between 1000 and 1500 slaves 
were rescniarly kept, before the revolution. His residence in the 
valley of Aragua, not far from the lake of V alencia, was beautiful 
and striking. The famous Boves destroyed it in 1814. 



M8t it, with mj name M chief of the «l«ff, to the printer." This tnilletin may be found 
in BBUiy Ouettes, paritcttlarly in the Curarao Coutant, July ISIG, with my name. 
Neither Bolivar nor mv^ctf «erc present ni iJi!> >kiinii>ti. lit n m.iiiic<l ijuitMlyoB board 
Admiral Brion. I arrived in auolber vcs>cl, a bi ip, iificr all ihti> »aj» «ioBe. 

Sometime aAerw-ardsI handed to (Jen. Bolivar a (iii/.<-ttc fmm Baliimore, in whirh 
was npeated tbis/iimoiM and gloriw* victor and iu wbicli wnt added thai'iiea. Boli> 
VBi'g army was 'KIDD men stnmi^ iajofantiy, and 9000 in cavalry. I could mention map 
ay other canes of a siniitnr (Inscription. 

* l^os MeniuaJios, or liMi ramilia» Mnnluanas, Mere, in Caruca!*, a kind ol' U4>l>iitlv , 
and this i» the distinctive title there of rit-h families ol biith. In New Greneda, die opu- 
leai familiea. of iugb birlJi, wave unftr called Mantnaiiat j Uiia diMnciion asislcd aknie 
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From Spain Bolivar passed into France, and resided at Paris, 
where he remained a number of years, enjoying at an early peri- 
od, all the pleasures of life, which, by ;i rich yoimg man, with bad 
examples constantly before hi i n, can, there, easily be found. I 
have remarked that whenever Bolivar spoke to me of the Palais 
Royal, lie could not restrain liiniseU from boasting of its deliglu.s. 
It was on such occasions, tliat all bis soul was electrified ; his 
physiognomy became animated, and he spoke and acted with such 
ardor as showed how fond he was of that enchanting abode, so 
dangerous to youth. 

Uis residence in Paris, and especially at the Palais Royal, has 
done him great injury. He is pale, and of a yellowish colour, 
meagre, weak and enervated. 

I hnve s])oken of Bolivar's residence in Paris ; and I nsk, if ?^ucb a 
school could inspire liiin, or any other younii; man, with an inclination 
for continued, deep, and laborious study ; to iJiat scliool 1 apprehend 
it to be in li t reat measure owing that he cannot attend with assiduity, 
to business, for more than tw^oor three hours in a day ; during tlie 
greater part of which he is sitting, or laying down upon his ham- 
mock, talking about uidi^rent matters with his favorites and flat- 
terers. The answer nf aids de camp on duty, to those who 
wished to speak to him, while he was thus occupied, generally 
was, that he was very much engaged in Iiis cabinet. He scarce- 
ly ever writes at all himself, but dictates, or indinates to his •?ecre- 
tar\', wh it lie wishes to have writte i. In rfin^iefjiM iico, n< I appre- 
hended, of the (lattery, to which he liad been aeeustonicd since his 
residence in Paris, he is greatly inclined to adulation, and is very 
vain. But in the school where he acquire;! these two faults, (1 
mean those circles in Paris which call themselves (urn tou^) he 
learned also the dissimulation to conceal them. 

Bolivar returned in 1802 to Madrid, where he married one ol 
the daughters of Don Bernardo del Toro, uncle of the present 
Marfjnis of this name. His father in law, who was born in Caracas, 
resided in Madrid. Bolivar was hut 19 years of age, and his 
lady 1(3. They returned in 1809, to Caracas, and hved in a retired 
manner on their estates. Shortly after, his lady was taken ill and 
died, without leaving any ofTspring. 

Bolivar acquired, in the course of his travels, that usage of die 
world, that courtesy and ease of manners, for which he is so re- 
markable, and which have so prepossessing an influence upon those 
who associate with him. 

Ill the year 1823, Mr. Ackerman published in London, a very 
interesting monthly periodical in the Spanish language, under tlie 
title of " El Mensagero." It is entirely devoted to the nft-nrs of 
the new Spanish republics. It contains, amoug other articles, a 
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Stographkal Sketch of Gm. BnJirar, in wKwh \]\c author ns^rrts 
that the young Bolivar, during his residence in Paris, gave himself 
np to all the possible amusemenis of young men of his ag;e : 

Still," said the iiTithnr, *' hf \vn<; ns^^iflnoiis to ohtnin the fiear ob- 
jiTt 111' has had alu ;ivs in view, as the iiccoiiipli'- !:mt>nt of all his 
wishes, aiui his ambition, nnmelv, (h'lf oj /nukini^ irlffi f fi>j^f rnf <s. all 
possible arquai* tan- cs ivhkk mi^hl have been vsejul to him for the 
emancipation of hii country ! 

I must beg leave to assert, that shortly before the revolution of 
the 19th April, IS 10, at Caracas, the names of Gen. Miranda, 
Don Manual Gual, the Corrcgidor T. Esjmna, Narino, Fea, 
and others, appeared on the list of those who declared their inten- 
tion to liberate tlx ir rountn,' from the Spanish yoke. On the me- 
morable day of the 19tli April, whon the Capt. Gen. Einparan 
was deposed, and his ftmctions jierlormed by a patriotio .Junta, 
tliechii Is of this revnhitioii were the Alcalde [Mayor] Don Mania 
Tobar, Don Fi anciseo Salias, Carlos Manchado, Mariano .Monti!- 
la, Joseph Felix Ribas, and others ; but the name of Simon Boli- 
var is not among them ; he was at his ease, on one of his estates, 
m the valley of Aragua, and refused to take any part in it, 
although his cousin, Joseph Felix Ribas, labored to engage 
him as an active associate. Shortly after, the Junta g;ave him his 
option oi a civil or military post, imder the new patriotic govern- 
ment. Their offer was refused, and the pressins; solicitations of 
his friends and relations were of no avail. Finallv, he accepted 
the appointment of a commission to London, with the made of 
Colonel in tlie militia. M. Lnis Mendez y Lope/, who, durins; 
several years, was the agent of Venezuela at London, was at iliis 
time, his colleague in the mission. 

If Bolivar, as stated in Mr. Ackerman's Magazine, had from his 
youth formed the idea of liberating his country, he woidd have 
seized this opportunity of joining the chiefs of the revolution, and 
would have accepted a post under the govertniient of the Junta, 
and the Congress: He did neither, althoitirli ilit' nu'inhtr- of ilie-^c 
two bodies in 1810 and 1 1 , oflercil him any jxist that niiiiht suit 
his views. On his return from London, he retired to his estate, 
without taking any pan in public afi'iirs. 

Mr. Ackerman's Magazine says, secondly , that Uolivar, from 
the time of the earthquake, came to join Miranda, who had then 
his head quarters at Vittoria, and that he was a colonel In the 
army. This is a mistake. Bolivar was named ei^ht months be- 
fore the earthquake. i:o\ ernor of the fortress of Porto Cabollo; 
but he came not to join Miranda at Vittoria. After his secret depart- 
ure from that fortress, and his leavinc; hi- crnrrison in tlic nizlit» 
he dared not appear before Miranda i because he jusUy feared that 
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he should be tried before a Coart Martial, for having secretly m the 
night, together with some of his officers, and without leave or or- 
ders, left the strongest place in Venezuela, which Miranda had 

confided to hh rnre. He <5rnt Thomas Montilla, one of the offi- 
cers who embarked witli him, to Viltoria, with the news of iliis 
event, and with iiis excuses lo Gen. Miranda ; the particulars of 
which 1 mean to irive in tlioir proper place. Bolivar was then 
Lieuieuant Colonel in Mnanda's staff. 

It k also asserted m the same article, that the loss of Porto 
Oabello, diminished, in nothing, Bolivar's infiuence over the army.'* 
Thb is another mistake. Soon after the loss of Porto CabeUo, 
which, in consequence of Bolivar's secret departure, fell into the 
hands of the Spanish commander, Don Domingo Monteverde, 
(June 1812) the repuldirnn ^enernl ^lirnnda felt so depressed by 
this unexpet ti'd loss, tliai h-j ciijjimlnted with Monteverde at Vit- 
toria, in July 1812. In virtue of the capitulation, C'oiiLn-ess, the 
RepubUc, and the army of Venezuela, were entirely dissolv ed, and 
members of each saved Uicmselves as well as they could. What, 
therefore, could be the influence of Bolivar over a disbanded and 
dissolved army ? The author of the biograpliical sketch, appears 
to be ignorant of a well known fact, viz. the arrest of Gen. Mi- 
rand a, at Laguira, by Simon Bolivar, Doct. Miguel La Pena, and 
the tnilitaiy republican governor of Lag;uira, Lieut. Col. Manuel 
Maria Casas ; and that Lieut. Col. Bolivar embarked soon af- 
ter, with a passport si2;ne(! by tlir Spanish general Monteverde, and 
with a letter of very hiirli reconHneiuIation from the latter, to a 
mercliaal tiien at Forio Cabello, w ith lur. own brie; ready to sail for 
Curacao, requesting, nay, urguig him lo receive the Lieut. Col. 
Bolivar on board of his vessel.* If, therefore, Bolivar could have 
bad, at this time, any influence with the patriotic army, how would 
be, how could be have obtained a passport, and moreover, the 
letter, from the Spanish general in chief ? 

These and many other particulars, prove cleail\ that in a 
great part of .the accounts given and published of Bolivar's life, 
tlie wriins have endeavored to attribute to him quaUties and mo- 
tives, which 111' liiiijsclf had never thought of before. 

All that can he said, vvuh truth and im[)artiality, of Oen. Boli- 
vai'» patriulisiu, is, that it becan with his being at the head of the 
army and the government j or, to speak more plainly ; Gen. Bol- 
var began from 1S13, to be a zealous and ardent patriot, because, 
from January 7 that year, until the present day (July 1828) he 
has not ceased to have, either, the three powers, legidative, 



* i have iliete particulars torn the mardiaDt himMlf. 
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executive and judiciary, united in himself,* or to have, together 
willi the executive power, the direction oi ail civil and niiliiary 
operations: the congress of Colombia and Peru, having been en- 
tirely submissive to the wishes of its President* Liberator or Pro- 
tector, as will be shown more particularly m the course of this 
Biography. 



CHAPTER UI. 

Events previous to the entry of Boliver into the regular army of 
Venezuela — First causes of the revolution at Varaeas — Jvo- 
poUoiCs tnvomon of Spain, and its influence upon the Spanish 
Colonies — Propitious movement for the Americans to rise 
against their oppressors — Policj (f the Cabinets of St» Cloud * 
and St'James\ in regard to the Spanish Colonies — years 1807 
and 1808. 

It will be necRssnrr to pve some account of the state of Europe, 
and of the V»e$c ladies before the revolution; and to shew the 
primary causes of a revolution whicli undermined liie colossal pow- 
er of Spain, and promised freedom and prosperity to the Spanish 
Americans. 

Napoleon, the Spanish government, and the Holy AUiance, 
have crnioibuted to provoke and foment the bloody war between 
Spain and its colonies ; and have powerfully assisted the ktter to 
become free and independent: Napoleon, by his' invasion; the 
Regency and Cortes, by sending to the Main chiefs remarkable 
for ignorance or weakness, or for cowardice, duplicity, and cruelty. 
The want of a steady and well planned system of moderation, and 
of a policy adapted to these critical circumstances, have done more 
harm to Spain than to America. Millions of Americans have sud- 
denly awakened from their lediargy of three hundred years ; have 
been forced to defend their property and dieir lives, and have at 
last succeeded in driving then: oppressors from their territory, and 
in declaring themselves free and mdependent. If Spain had 



•The followini? lii'^toriral facU will provp it ; rUrtfUor at Caracas in 1813 and ! t ; 
as Supreme ChirJ'ni ISlii. 17. 18, aiid 1L», in \\ ii( /.ii< la and New GiTne«la ; n^, Frtsidf nl 
Liberator of Colonil'i;i. Protector \n Peni nml Holiva from IJICO until 1826. And 
u»tn, from the 23d of ^'ovcml>c^ 1&U>, until the present dajr (July 182B.) be holds tlie 
^cfaloffW power in eoDSOqucnce of ine commoiion<« iu Venesiieia, al Valeiiem, tuider 
Gen. Pacz. (Sec his decreedaled Bogotti^ov. ia the Af^pmMx, wnouf^ the docu- 
meata under No. b.\ 
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adopted more justice and moderation towards her colonies, she 
would probably have succeeded in keeping them much longer in 
slaveiy. Events, related m the course of this hbtory, will confinn 
my Bsserdon. 

The Holy Alliance, and particularly the French govenilDenty 
in coalition with Ferdinand, tiie Spanish clergy, and the army of 
tlie faith, invaded Spain in order to replace upon the throne Fer- 
dinand, a prince noted for hifrotrv, bad faith, crueltv, and dc?po- 
ti^fn. Thnt short-sighted, crowned association were not aware of 
tiif ('()ii.s( (jiKMiees of siirh a step. They were not aware that, by 
ruining Spain, tiiey dcj)rived her of nil ability to recoaquer her 
colonies. By enslaving eleven miilions of Spaniards, they contri- 
huted greatly to enable fifteen millions of Americans to proclaim 
ifaeir liberty and independence. A policy worthy of a Mettemich 
aod a Villete ! 

Before the year 1810, various attempts were made to give inde- 
pendence to America. Tupac Amaru, Jose Antequera, Ubade, 
the brothers Llanzas, and others, were put to a cruel death. All 

similar attempts were suppressed by terror. 

It is an nfhnonishinir (net, that when the propitious moment nr- 
rived to declare their independence, to free themselves from tlie 
Spanish yoke, without bloodshed, and with little or no sacrilire, 
tile Spanish Americans suffered this propitious momenl to pass by 
unheeded. Tliey remained loyal, and ia careless security. To 
prove my assertbns, it will be necessary to give some account of 
the original causes of this eventful revoluuon. 

In consequence of the treaty of Fontainbleau, 27th of October, 
ISDT, l)t tween Napoleon and ilie Prince, of the Peace y inthename 
of CharleslV. King of Spain and India, the French legions crossed 
the Pyrenees, and penetrated to the heart of Spain, under the pre- 
tence of shutting her seaports against the commerce of Great 
Britain. 

The ronquest of Spain find Portugal appeared to Napoleon an 
f.'isy task, and the object ol one, or at most, of two campaigns. 
lie.>ide ihu secret wish to create some more kings out of his own 
feniily, he had undoubtedly formed tlie plan ol extending his domi- 
nion over their colonies in both Americas ; and so to counterba- 
lance the great colonial power of England in the East Indies. 
The weakness of Ferdinand and Charles enabled him to mature 
these views. Some days previous to the departure of the latter 
from Madrid to Bayonne, Prince Murat was named his Lieute- 
nant General of the kingdoms of Spain and India. He, by ilie 
secret order of his master, sent nut one hundred and fifty chosen 
'jienadier^, with a colonel, and many artillery and other ofticers. 
These debarked at Laguira, and passed to Caracas, to remain 
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there* They met with a veiy kind reception from Don Jinn 
Casasi the Captain General, and the inhabitants. This happened 
in 1808, when the Machiavelian principles of Napoleon were not 
known on the Main. 

Napoleon would have sucreeded on the Peninsula, if he had 
aclfd opt^nlv, and declared war against Spain ami Porluf^al before 
he entt rod iln-se conntrit's. His rt>n<|ih -i-, virtori*"^, and his 
wondfihillv brilliant and rajiid ^ucct --. -, had excilcd inii\( r>al 
udniualioii. Aot only was he adiniied by die populace ; llieic 
was formed in his favor a strong and numerous pany among tlie 
most enlightened and liberal men in Spaui, who wished to change 
their weak and corrupted government. Napoleon, too, was ad- 
mired and cherished by the greatest part of the inhabitants of the 
Spanbh colonies. His portrait was found in palaces and in huts. 
^^'( >e to those who should have offered to speak against him before 

But Murat's manner of takins {wsse-^^ion of tlie fortres'«o«:, parti- 
cularly Bnrcelnnn, in Cainlonia ; his disunilin.; the roval ramilv; 
and, as >i)Oi\ a> it was known, iiia lavorinii the e>( aj»e ol" Manuel 
Godoy, Prince of die Peace, changed die admiraiiuu of die Spa- 
niards into tlie most bitter hatred. The whole nation rose against 
their oppressors, and Spain, heretofore peaceable and quiet, began 
now to be the theatre of a bloody and obstinate war ; the horrors 
of which were extended to the immense possessions of the colo- 
nies. The Americans and Spaniards were united in their hatred 
and detestation of Napoleon and his iiunily, and in persecuting 
their agents. 

The Kings Charles, Ferdinand, Joseph, the Kmpcror of tlie 
French, and the Juntas. I^e'j:encie^, ami Cortes, now strove to ex- 
tend their Influence and dominion o\ er the Spanish colonies. The 
Jiuiia of Seville treated the legiiiuiaie and central Junta, assem- 
bled at Cadiz, as a band of fiigitives and traitors, and as the audiors 
of aU the mischieis that had been brought upon them. Agents 
and commisskmers were sent to the cokmies by the former, with 
manifestoes and proclamations, ui which they stated that Spain 
recognized their authority, and Uiat die conunon welfare required 
peremptorily that the Americans should follow die good example. 
Tlie Junta installed by Kini; Ferdinand, before hi< departure to 
Bayonne, had also sent similar manife>^toe- and uroclainations to 
the colonies. The Prince Mnrat, as l^ieinenaiit (Jenoral of Sj^.ain 
and India, had dune liie >aine in Uie name uf Ciiarli - 1\ . Sonic 
mondis afterwards similar proclamations were di.>uibuied in die 
colonics in the name of King Joseph and Napoleon. The Junta 
of the Asturiaa claimed the same authort^, the same submisskxi to 
its decreesy as the other; and Spaniafa Ameiica was filled with 
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manifestoes and proclamations, which only proved that Spain was 
divided into so many factions ^ a]l sfrivmg to command. 

The moment was propitious for the declaration of American in- 
dependeoce. The principal Spanish authorities were disunited; 
Spain occupied by French armies ; King Ferdinand absent and a 
prisoner ; Napoleon, with his brother Joseph, master of the greater 
part of the peninsula; not a Spaniard able to take the reins of go- 
vernment ; tlio Spimivh admlnislratio?! and fmafires gone to wreck ; 
her marine ruined; hn iioojis oc-rupied with tlie delenrc of the 
country; the fortresses rew troops in ihc colonies in a had 
an<| destitute condition — how j)iopitious the moment for tlie colo- 
nies lo declare finally their freedom and ind("i)endence ! 

Was it apathy, or devotion to the mother country, or want of 
good leaders ? or was it generosity that induced the Americans to 
refrain firom taking a smgle step against Spain } The fact iS, that 
they distinguished themselves by theur attachment-^heir enthusi- 
asm for their Iteloved monarch Ferdinand VII! and, when the 
Vice Kings and Governors endeavored to distribute ))ror]amadons 
from the councils of India or of Castile, in which the Americans 
were admonishecl to recoiniize the new King Joseph Napoleon, the 
majority were stroni;ly o])[)osed lo the measure. They burnt pub- 
licly, in different places, the proclamations of Napoleon, and drove 
his agents out of the country. 

When at Bayonne, INapoh-on constantly kept the Indies in 
view. He sent an armed brig (the Serpent, Capt. B.) from Ba- 
jomie to Laguira, bearing secret instrocdons, proclamations, and 
other papers, for the Captain General Don Juan de Casas. He 
gave also to the Captain verbal instructions. 

The brig touched at Cayenne, and was observed by the Kn- 

flish frigate Acaste, Captain Deaver, who gave chase. The 
'rcnchman arrived in July, 1808. The frii;ate came some hours 
afterwards. The English captain, observing from his deck the 
French commander going on shore, followed him. Captain 
B. arrived at Caracas about an hour before the English offi- 
cer, and was immediately admitted to the presence of the Captain 
General. Don Juan de Casas received tlie French captain very 
graciously ; but when the En|Iisb captain presented himself, he 
was received coldly, and told, m a tone of ill humor, that he had 
come at a bad time, and that he might call again in two hours. 
During this time Captain Deaver walked in tln^ streets of the ca- 
pital, a crowd of people surrounding him. He told them how the 
French government were froing o;i in Spain, and that the Spa- 
niards there were ardently opposed to them. Some hours after- 
wards tlie French e;ipiain o1)>(t\ (m! n v]y,w/.o m the manners of 
the inhabitants ; but he persevered in executing his commission^ 
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and remaiDing at Caracas. He took lodgings in a public botelf 
filled with strangers, and be^^an to read to them one oi' Napoleon's 
manifestoes, directed to the people of Venezuela. After some 

minutei.' rcadins;, a Spanish oflicer caught tlie paper from his 
lian(l<, tore it in piores, and roared out like n madman, " that he 
and ins companions in arms woulil never suOVr a French king; 
tliat they were good Spaniards, and faitliful to tlicir beloved and 
legitimate sovereign; Fti dinaiul Vli." He spoke and gesticidated 
widi sucli vehemence, lijai ail present caught his feelings ; and the 
Frenchman dared not utter a word. 

The news brought by Captain Deaver struck the inhabitants of 
Caracas with astonishment, and excited their deepest indignition. 
The people assembled by thousands, and bore in triumph the por- 
trait of their adored King Ferdinand $ proclaiming that they re- 
cognized him alone as I* iritimate sovereign of Spanish India I 
They placed it widi gieat solemnity in the irovernment Hon^c, where 
it was to be seen, illuiniuaied, during the w hole niirht. The ])eople, 
enraged against the French captain, hurried towards his Jioiel, 
and would Imve cut him in pieces, if he had not esraped in time, 
and sheltered iiimself in the house of Don Joachim Garcia Torre, 
who generously advised him of his danger, concealed him, and as- 
sisted him to depart the same night for Laguira. The English 
captain foUowed soon after; and descrying the brig under sail, he 
pursued and took her at sea, not far, boweveri from the coast. 

Napoleon, si lortly after Joseph's- nomination as King of Spain 
and India, at Bayonne, ordered the great councils of India to send 
circulars to tlie Vice King and Captain Generals, notifyini; them, 
in an ofticial manner, of this nomination. He offered the inb ilil- 
tanls his powerful supjiort in officers, ammunition, warlike stores, 
&ic. if tiiey would declare their independence. He was coutident 
that he should easily gain the suffrages of tJie Americans. 

The numerous agents of King Joseph and Napoleon offered 
the Americans independence and great privileges ; such as the. 
continuance of the civil and military officers in their respective 
offices, &c* if they would make a treaty with him, and acknow* 
ledge him king. Hut in vain. The Americans declined having 
any thing to do with Napoleon or his brother Joseph, and perse- 
cutod their agents, some of whom were taken and put to death. 

'i'he failure of these nr2;nriatious, and the advantageous offers of 
the Emperor and his hioiher, compared widi subsequent mea- 
sures, afford a proof of the ignorance, mistrust, and versaiiHty of 
this people in their politics. Tluee }ears afterwards, (in 1811 
and IHli,) they sent deputies to the same Napoleon, imploring 
bb assistance. But it was too late ; tlie Emperor had too 
much to do at home, and cotdd not attend to the affitirs of Ameci- 
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ca. He was, moreover, displeased witii tlie first refusal of its iii- 
babiiaiiLs, and placed little confidence in^ die sincerity and good 
faith of tlieir applicauon.* 

Napoleon possessed ample power to send to the Main (through 
the United States of America) money, arms, &ec. and a sufficient 
number of experienced officers ; and the consequences of tefusing 
his powerful assistance, were greatly injurious to the patriots. 
The British , government became provoked ; t!u foK t^f the Spa* 
niards were increased ; the Mexican republic, and the cause of 
liberty in Venezuela and in Grenada, were rnijied. Torrents of 
blood were shed in the lone; protracit d wur, ami, in intervals, 
troubles exeited in ()|)[)()>iuon to a governineiit, uiulcr which the 
iiihabilaiiLs found security at least, and a shadow of freedom and 
feliciQr, of which they are at present totally depriv ed. 

The British government, seeiuij the rapid [jioj^ress of Napoleon 
in Spatn» became apprehensive ot her yielding at last. They fear* 
ed, also* that the news of these successes, when received on the 
Main, would give him a predominant party tliere likewise. They 
saw die necessity of strong and speedy measures to prevent these 
evils. They despatched a fast sailing sloop of war to the island of 
Curacao, (at that time in the possession of Kni:land,) with orders 
to its Governor, Sir Jaine? Cockbui n, to depart, wuliout delay, for 
Laimira and Caracas. ]{]<< secret instructions (which 1 have from 
good authority) were to employ every imaginable means to dimi- 
niili and desUoy the influence of die French party. Secondly, 
to watch and prevent diis party from getting ilie upper hand, and 
wresting the cobnies from Spain. Thirdly, to endeavor to estab- 
lish a provisbnal government favorable to King Ferdmand VII, 
without engaging himself in any odicr concerns relating to the ad- 
ministration and interior affairs of the government of that country. 

The Captain General, Don Juan de Casas, l)a\ ing been made 
acquainted with die intended voyage of the Enghsh government, 
came, with a numerous and brilliant retinue, to I^azuira, where 
Sir James, on coming ashore, was met witli great solemnity. The 
inhabitants received him with demonstrations of joy and respect, 
and even with regal honors. Public opiuiuu was eiuircly changed 
in favor of England. The aversion to Napoleon was so great, 
that I saw many gold and silver French coins, which had the bust 
of Napoleon, pierced with the point of a dagger or knife, and his 
portraits cut in pieces. 

The ringing of bells, die discharge of cannon at the public 
square and the forts of Laguira, announced Sir James's arrival on 



* A friend <^intQe heard bim say, ** h ne me fie pas inm aur Ics baUas paroles <le cae 
Mei ri eagi} ja ftm cependant ce qua ja poiiriaipopf wol." 
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shore; aiid his passage from Lnc:iiira to Caracas was like a tri- 
umph. Ills entry into the capital was nq^ less solemu thaii would 
have been that of the King liimaelf. AH was joy, InisUe, and en- 
tbiisiasin ; the city was spontaneously Qkiminated ; dinnersy festi- 
▼als, balls, &c. succeeded during the whole time of his stay ; and 
the exclamations, " Long live our beloved, our cherished King 
Ferdinand MI, and tlie Cnglisb, our good and generous allies," 
were beard througliout the streets. The fickle people of Caracas 
vere certainly 'Jinrere in dieir jovful rocrptinn of Sir .Inmc?. Af- 
t*'T v^ymc ^ocrei interviews, tlie Captain General publi>lied a ]ouz 
|>ro< I iin;iti'm, exliortiii:: llie inhahitants of Venezuela to ret oii;i)ize 
iJiii auilioj iiy ol ihu new King; of Spain and India. This was done 
immediately with loud shouts and the utmost enthusiasm. 

Sir James, hi<;hly pleased with his reception, returned to Cura- 
cao, and sent a full and detailed report of his mission, to the Brit- 
bh Government. Convinced now, that the Venezuelans, left to 
themselves, wodld be perfecdy harmless, Koth to the politics and 
commerce of die En^^Iish nation ; the British ministry did not 
take much notice of the claims of die patriots ; which they certain- 
ly would have done, in case of any rivalsliip with, or acceptance 
ol tlio |)r(»pos;\ls of, Nopoleon. 

All their ;itn iilion could now l)0 dirt^eted to one j)oint, driving 
the Freneh from Uio Peninsula. This would secure tiie great ob- 
ject of the liriiish govermnent, the extension of their commerce 
to the prejudice of other nations. This alone caused their alli- 
ance with Spain, aiftl excited their aversion, their hostility against 
whatever favored the bdencndency of the Spaniards in both Amer- 
icas : and die refusal of Napoleon's offers, left in an insolatod 
condition, the cause of the independents in Spanish America. 

Since die beginning of the revolution, its different governments 
have looked to En2;laiul, and have put equal lru<t and confidence 
in her, though she never otte red to assist dieiu. This proves 
clearly, that in the l)eL:inniei: of their revoUition. die Americans 
had not conceix t'd the idea of a sep;u'ntion from Spain. If they 
had, diey would have accepted ilie brilliant offers ot Napoleon and 
Joseph, and would never have implored the aid and assistance of 
the most faithful ally of the Spanish government. 

The hope of eflectual aid from tiie cabinet of St. James, arose, 
partly from the knowled&e of the famous plan of Willi a in Pitt, who 
mtcnded to render the West India colonies free and independent; 
and upon the iii-irnetions of the British minister of the colonies 
(I)un<las) in 1 7117, to the governor of tl.e islam! of Trinidad, Sir 
'l'holnn'^ Pirtnn, by which the govcmmrnt fi)rnuillv cniiaiied to 
?npply ih<> \ I uczuelan*; wiili every support, in r is*. \h,-\ would 
dechurc liieinselves Ixee and independent. The iusirucuoos were 
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sent from the island of Trioidtd, but had not the expected e^ct. 
They were even forgotten, until the revolution at -.Caracas, 1 S 1 0 ; 
when the new Junta, remembering these circumstances} sent Dons. 
Luis Lopez Mendez and Sunon i3olivar to London, to request 
asnstance. Bqt the British mhiistry did nothing. On the con- 
trar\% thcv sent orders to their governors in the West Indies, 
to ohscrve the strictest neutrality between Spain and her colonies, 
ns Ion? as ilie new i^ovurnment should act in the name, and by the 
auilioiiiy of king P'crdinand. The plan of the minister, William 
Pill J lo render llie colonies hi tiie West Lidies not belonging 
to England, free and independent, was pernicious and dread- 
ful. Ckuasidering the great number of slaves and colored peo- 
ple, who could soon have become masters of the country, it is 
plain diat the o1)ject of his plan was, not to give freedom and inde- 
pendence to the inhabitants on the Main, but to ruin the country. 
Nearly the same scheme was afterwards put in execution in St. 
Domineo, and the British government took an active part in it. 
The ruin of the West Indies would have conduced thready to the 
prosperity of tlie vast British colonies in the East Indies. Upon 
such facts did tlie leaders of imh-pi'iKleiicp in Spanish America, 
ground their sanguine hopes ul suppuii Iroin liingland. 

After Ferdinand ascended the tlirone of Spain (1814) the prince 
regent of Elngland concluded a trea^ with him, in which It was 
ibrnfally stipulated that hoping the king of Spain would make 
peace with the colonists ; his royal highness would promise not to 
send the least support to the insurgents, and would employ his best 
exertions to hinder any of his subjects from doings it. 

After the earthquake at Caracas (1812) many inhabitants left 
Venezuela, and embarked in such haste and consternation, as to 
forget the necessaries of life. Tlic British governments in the 
West Indict f»<Tered them not tli«^ least stipport. Many perished 
for w^ant ol iuuii. The Consjress ol the United States, informed 
of their miserable condition, i!;cuerously hastened to give the ne- 
cessary orders for their supply, and saved the miserable remnant 
from starvation and wretchedness. 

The Spilmish Americans, nevertheless, hesitated, in the hope of 
being supported by the British government. Buenos Ay res sent 
in IS 14, Don Manuel Sanatea, and the Congress of New Grena- 
da, Don Tomas Maria del Real, to London, with ample powers* 
and an order to conclude an exclusive treaty of commerce, in fa- 
vor of Eris^land, for twenty years. All was in vain. The deputy 
Real made, at difl'ereni times, attempts to obtain a private audience 
of the British minister of foreign affairs, but was not adiniited. 
Their mission ended with obtaining only license to export, for ready 
cabii, and ilia paymcni ui iiuavy duties upon them — some aims ! 
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Sinrr that time the agents of the new American republics, bare 

ho vn vo\i'\"'.\v(], but not rtroLniizcMl in llieir (liplomatic character. 

.Mriuk z y Lo|)« z aiui lu vrTi^a, tlie former Atrent, and ihv 
hmt'T ChriTzo d'Aliiwres, of iho iit'j)iil»lir of ColoniLiia, ■were iia- 

jM i d in l^ondon ior dclils. Don I lunado, Miiiisicr of ( olom- 

Liia, and laii ly C'linri:^ d'Ail'airi's ai Loiidoti, Uii.>> arre>lcd in the 
isluiid of Jamaica, iu May, IbJjS, for a debt of three th^ubaud 
pounds sterling, but was released on furnishing bail. 

Such has been the couduct of the British ministr}' towards die 
Spanish Americans. But as soon as tbcsc republics had succeeded 
ill I'liv i:;-. the Spanish forces out of their respective territories, and 
iiad gained some stability, Uie British government changed its po- 
Kcv, and was anxious to recoirnize. oliiciallv, tlicir acent? and mi- 
nistcrs. Kiiiiland, hy her ambiguous poliry, h'ad gained what 
other*:, nnd particularly the Kretirh government, h d lo^t under 
the ii () well known ('oimt Viiiele, to the great detriiueut of the 
comrm rcc of Fiaiu c . 

The British government has been highly applauded as the sa- 
viour and protector of Spain and Portugal ; and also as having 
great]^ contributed to die freedom and independence of Spanish 
Amenca. But by dei^eloping facts, and closely examining: the 
tortuous policy of Lord Castlereagh, when prime ininisier of Eng- 
land, we shall sec that this apjdause has not been fully nterited. 

The situation of England relative to France, in l^OS, '9, '10, 
was that of Carthagie in relation to Rome. Napoleon's continen- 
tal «v<:terTi, supported hv numerous le^rion'^ and liis co1ln<^al . 
pttwt r, menaced the total ruin of the Hriu.-h commcrre and in*lii-- 
try, and even its |)olitical existence. The weal'li ul Euiilaiui, iu 
productions and merchandize, could be of no avail witliout a uiar- 
ket* Contraband trade, even in all its muhipKcity and extent, 
was of very litde importance compared with free, acuve, and di- 
rect commerce. The European ports of Spain and Portugal only 
remained open for England. If Napoleon had conquered the 
Peninsula, Europe would have been shut against their direct ccmi- 
mercc with her inhabitants. England was driven to a desperate 
game; nil poc^ihle sacrifice^^ were rtnp!nved, not to deliver Spain 
and i\)rinL;il only, hut prineipall) to preserve these countries for 
tlic conmitice and safely of l^rifain. 

Napoleon, it is tru»', was j'liei wai d.s nu more to he feared ; but 
a ruptiu'c between Great Britain and Spain, in IS 14, and for 
which the latter had given more than one cause, would have been 
very favorable to the commerce of the United States of America. 

The neutral system, or rather the tortuous course pursued by 
the British government ]Mr\ioii> to the too short ministry and the 
lameiited death of Mr. Canning, has cost millioDs of doUais» and 
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the lives of more thftn 600,000 souls io Americn, and has ruined 
the Spanish colonics fur a long course of years. But British 
commerce has gained hy the' destruction, the misery, and the ruin 
of others i 

Every well informed polltirinn mtist remember the active part 
which the British ininistry took during the French Revolution; 
their conduct ui tiiu last events in Naples, Savw', Piedmont, and 
Spain ; as also at .Verona, at Tunis, Algiers, and Tripoh ; in 
Greece, in Brazil, and l^ucnos Ayres : and liint^ will discover the 
policy ol the Tanious Duke of Wellington in regard to Portugal, 
Russia, and Turkey, 

This neutrality durmg the civil war of Spain and her colonieSf 
has given to England not only wealth and an extensive commerce, 
bat iJie name of having saved and protected the new established 
republics ! 

It is just, however, to mention that the English nation highly 

di<;npproved of these minisf«'ri d principles of Pitt and Castlereai^jh, 
and look an active interest m favor of the independence of these 
repidilir*?. So did tlie opposition in hoth hou?5es of parliament ; 
and this will never be forgotten by any cnliii;htened friend of ra- 
tional and well established freedom and iodependeace. 



CHAPTER IV. 

8ilun(io7i of Venezuela in 1 808 — Arrival of Cnpt. Gpu, Km pa- 
ra n , L'r ut. Col. Simon Bolivar^ at Laguiray from .by^rt^/i — 
Kinparans Aflministration — Di tails of the Revolution at Ca- 
racas, 19 th Ajiril, 1810 — Venezuelan Junta — Spanish M^en' 
ev — Contpiracy of lAnarez^Cemm&MmeiU of HotiUitu9 — 
Marquis ad Toro — Miranda*s arrival at Caraeai — Con^tu — 
j^xeettlfoe Power — Patriotic Society — hUman Conspwaey — 
Dedaration of Independence — Military Operations of Miran- 
da — Project of a Constiiution^Situation of the Republic in 
ISll. rear« 1808— 1811. 

After having given a short account of wdiat had passed in Eu- 
rope in relation to Spanish America, and particularly to Venezu- 
ela, it will be necessary to i^ive a general idea of the eiluation of 
the eight ])rovince?, wliich, at that time, formed the captaiu-gen- 
eralship of Veflezuela. 

3 



Digitized by Google 



IS 



UCMOIKS OF BOLIVAR. 



Capt* Gen. Don Juan de Casas was, in secret, in fkvm of what 
was tlien termed the Frencli puny ; and much inclined to favOr 
the views of Na)K>leon, and his brother J(jst ph. 

As no vessel, ouier than tliose under Spanish colors, could en* 
ter nny seaport belonging to the Spanish crown in America ; and 
ns nil letters, pamphlets, gazettes, niul books, of whntrvfr des- 
cription, roniinir from Ktirope, were ordered to Ijo co leeied, and 
sent (liri'ctK to ilio (Mpi-nii <j;enernl m Caracas, bclore tliey could 
be drliv( red to tlie poisons to wlioin they were directed, under 
heavy peiialiies upon the master of the vessel on neglect to com- 
ply wiih the order ; it was easy for the gc.vernor to open ilie letters, 
to examine the papers and gazettes, and to deliver or suppress, 
what he thought proper. He retained all the proclamations, or- 
ders, &c. coming from the different authorities in Spain (of which 
I have spoken before) in opposition to tlie l*rench invasioo. The 
inhibitants of Venezuela were kept in total ignorance of the events 
in Spain, particularly of the revolution of Aranjuez, the escape gf 
Maniiel Godoy, of iIm^ h] todshed of the Isl May in Madrid, &lc., 
until the arrival of tlic Lndi^^h captain Deaver, in July ISOS, men- 
tioned in ilie preceding cii:i|)tcT. 

Capt. Gen. Casas not liaune it in his power to prevent iliis 
English officer, as he did every Spaniard arriving on the Main, from 
communicating freeh' with the inhabitants of Caracas, they now 
became informed oi the real mxe of things in Spain. The efTects 
of his communicaiions, which i have already mentioned, placed the 
captain general Cif:s in a very del'catc situation. Moreover, 
some of ilm niost influential men in Caracas, secretly insinuated 
tliat he might have been interested in concealitig the truth. 

This new? tnnde a deep impression on tlu; minds of some few 
liberal and enlightened inhabitants of ("arncas, wlio could not con- 
ceal their fears, that by the critical and miserable situation of 
Spain, their own cou ntry would be lelt unproiected and help- 
less, in case of a sudden hostile invasion. Their fortresses were 
ill provided, and poorly garrisoned. Their t;t)ops were half 
clothed and half fed. The inhabitants were divided in their po- 
litical opinions ; and the government and its officers were cor- 
rupt and indolent. These persons were conmced that the es- 
tablishment of a good Junta would give more energy and activity 
to the government, and would weU suit the time. They there- 
for* wn'^t^ oMt a short memorial, in w hich iliey showed the ad- 
vantnr:e> of sucfi a mensttre ; and proposed that the captain 
general '^lionkl still retain his aulhorit\ . and art as president 
of the Junta. They niso, therein, lormally recognised ilieir 
beloved Ferdinand, as king. They caused this memorial to be 
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diculated amoDg their ineiidsi in order to collect their signa- 
tures. 

They recommended, first, that measures should be taken at 
once to quell the fears of the inhabitants of Venezuela, respect- 
ing the measures taken by the Spanish government in regard to 
them : Second, that a more effective government should be 
given to the province of Caracas : Third, tliat efiorls should be 
made to restore the abandoned state ol V enezuela. 

Notwithstanding this plaio and frank exposition was necessary, 
ibr the interests of boUi Venezuela and Spain, and that it was made 
without any intention of changing, or shaJdng the authority of the 
captain genera], he ordered the arrest of the authors, and of the 
signers of it» and threw them into prison. But public opinion 
was in favor of the measures proposed by them; nothing criminal 
appeared in their conduct, and they wore released. The real 
causes of tlieir release were, the stroirj; rmionsiraiices against 
such arbirnirv conduct, and the fear tliat it nnt^lil produce serious 
consequence?, — perhaps a revolution. Among iheni were tlie Mar- 
quises del Toro and Cusa Leon, both very wealthy and influen- 
tial men j the son of tlie count de Tobar, and various other young 
gentlemen of the first families in Caracas. 

The arrival of Sir James Cockbum, governor of Curocao, at 
Laguira and Caracas, and the fonnal recognition of the'authority 
of king Ferdinand, relieved the captain general from his critical 
position. He saw plainly that die majority was openly in favor of 
the Bourbons, and he changed his policy accoidingly. But the 
members of the great Junta, assembled at Madrid, bavins; receiv- 
ed some hints of Gen. Casas's secret inclination (susprt tf d, rather 
than clearly proved) resolved to sead another more opunly devot- 
ed to their views. 

Meanwhile, Ferdinand being proclaimed king of Sj)ain and In- 
dia, the authority of the captain general was fully established as 
his representative. But his administration was unpopular with 
the inhabitants. 

Such was the situation of Caracas, when on the 24th of March, 
1S0<^^ tlu«e Spanish men of war, and above twenty transports, 
with the new captain general, Don Vincentt^ Emparan, the briga* 
dier general Fernando del Toro, the lieutenant colonel Bolivar and 
lady, and a great many civil and military ofTioers and otliers, ar- 
rived at LT2:*iira. The new j2:overnor, some days after his arri- 
val, was solemnly installed in oflice. Gen. Emparan was a man of 
some talents and knowledge ; lie was cood, just, and of easy man- 
ners, and very humane. He began by puuing in order the finan- 
ces, and the other departments. He embellished Caracas, mam- 
taooied a food police, which attended promptly both to neatness 
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and tlie securi^ of the streets and public market ; and by his good 
and popular qualities, soon rendered liimsi lf bebved and respect- 
ed. His great defects as chief, were, that he was too confident, 

and too obstinately attached to the regency of Spain. 

Soon after his arrlvnl, news reached Cnracns, of the flight of 
Uie Spanish Ccrtral .huila from Seville to Cndiz, of hs dissolution, 
and of the noniinaiion of a re2:ency entrusied to govern Spain 
and her colonies. This regency sent a proclaniaiiun to South 
America lull of llattcring promises, in oriler to gain its inhabitants. 
The same vessel brought tidings of the rapid progress of king 
Joseph in Spain, that the regency possessed no more than Cadiz, 
the Villa of Leon, and a pan of Galicia and Catalonia. The inhab* 
itants became convinced that no reasonable hope could be enter- 
tained of protection from Spain, and of preserving a good under- 
standing with the captain general Emparan, who surrounded by bad 
counsellors, imperiously deiuanded a blind submission to every 
thing comins; from the reiiency. They were also convinced, that 
Cadiz and the remainder of the Spanish territory would soon be 
forced to submit, and that the regency would then, of course, be 
regarded as an unlawful autliorily. But as Gen. Eiii])arau was 
active, vigilant, jealous of bis authority, and, as yet, very power- 
fill, they could not act openly against him, and were obliged to 
use some stratagem. 

The leaders of the revolution, having fully ascertained the gen- 
eral discontent, which, Indeed, was now strongly expressed against 
the governor, fixed upon tlie Maunday Thursday, 19th April, 1810, 
for the execution of their plan. Among them were the Alcalde 
[Mayor] of Caracas, Don Martin Tohar, Francisco Salias, Mari- 
ano Monlilla, &c. On that day an immense crowd of people 
were assembled in order to witness the procession, which depart- 
ed from tlie cathedral, and passed through the principal streets of 
the city. Before tiic procession began, the captain general had 
summoned a council of the Royal Audiencia, at which he always 
presided. 

On that day the leaders assembled in the public souare, with 
their arms concealed, determined to strike the blow. They wero 
sure of a majority of the inhabitants, many of the officers of tlie 
queenV regiment of the lino, and nearly the whole battallion of 
veterans, composed of 800 chosen men, fnifued in lines, and 
then in waiting for the procession ; so that oUOO armed men were 
assembled, and ready to act nt the fast signal. 

When the f iptain general, having dismissed the royal audien- 
cia, came oni ol the chapel to join the procession, with bis retinue, 
Don Francisco SaHas, one of die most duteiiimicd of tlie leaders, 
came forward and told bim he had a matter of the highest impor- 
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tance to reveal, on aceouDt of which he requested his excellency 
to go back to the chapel, where he would explain himself before 
the council of the royal audiencia. The general replied, he 
could not grant him his r(>(]!ii st at present, because the procession 
was waiting for him, but that he would be ready to hear him as 
soon as the proression was ended." — " No, no I" ohjected Salias 
vehemently, "^yoiir exrellL'iicy cannot delay a moment ; you must 
absolutely hear me, uiihout uaiiini; a single minute." His nu- 
merous companions now exclaimed, al! at once, that it was a mai- 
ler of the highe:>t importance, which adnmted not ol" the least de- 
lay. During this time, the leaders surrounded the governor so 
dosely, that he could not advance a step. One of them, by acci- 
dent or otherwise, coming close upon him, touched bis arm ; the 
gpremor, greatly incensed, treated him vety rudely before the 
eyes of his companions. But perceiving the mob to increase ev- 
ery minute, be became embarrassed, and at length yielded, and 
ordered the council to reassemble. 

Salins cnteietl the council room alone, and addre^^sed the pres- 
ident Erapurat) in tlie following singular manner : — Ymir excel- 
lency is an lionest man ; your exeelleney is a respeetnhle and 
worthy maijistrate, sincerely d<!\oted to his majesty, our heloved 
sovereign, Ooa Ferdinand V 11 ; but your excellency has been in- 
duced to insult pubhcly one of my friends j and nobody else could 
have advised you to commit such an act of injustice, but this hyp- 
ocrite, this impostor and miserable auditor, who sits next you," 
(pointing to the Auditor, Vicente Anca, who was really one of the 
most unworthy Spaniards, and generally detested.) The govern- 
or, confused by such language, neverthdess nodded his head at 
every flattering expression of Salias, and protested lliat he was 
correct in saying that he, the !i;ovemor, was faithfully attached to 
his beloved king and master, Ferdinand. Anca being liis private 
counsellor, to whom he was much att u iied, and in wiiom he 
placed the greatest confidence, he aitcuipied to (h'fend the audit- 
or, liul Salias interrupted him, and repeating his compliments, 
added, that he came in tlie name of more than ten tliousand of 
his countrymen, lo demand justice, and the immediate arrest of this 
hypocrite ; and that he, Salias, and his friends, had placed such 
confidence in the probity and uprightness of character of the gov- 
ernor, that they were persuaded that his excellency neither w ould 
nor cotdd p.ny longer suffer that such a notorious enemy of the 
people should be seated at his side," &ic. 

The governor, intimidated ])y the boldness and firmness of this 
speech, and perceiving tliat Salias was powerfully .sup[)orted, ab- 
ruptly ordered the arrest of Anca, who tried to speak, but without 
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success. He was sent to prison; passing through the square 
amidst the huzzas of an immense' crowd of people. 

Encouraged by this first success, Saha-; deniaiuled the arrest of 
various oilier memlxMs of the roV'd audi Miri;i, u liich was effect- 
ed in the same manner. Oiirins; tiiis, honw ol ilic nimiLrou.s friends 
of Sidias entered the couueil luum, and suiruujuk d ilic L^ovcmor 
and the rest of the counsellors, who were forced to bubmii to the 
wishes of the leaders. They had beforehand prepared a written 
declaration^ in form of a decree dniwn up in tlie name of the ro^ai 
audiencia, and its president the captain general £mparan» in which 
was staled, 1st, That he, Don Vincente Gmparaot with all the 
other members of the ruyal audicncia voluntarily abdicated their 
functions, and were resolved to retire from public affairs : 2d, 
That the royol audiencia, should be succeeded by a Junta, which 
should Vdko ftire of the ndtnini^lration and the 2;overnn^eiit, kc. — 
K:u h member of ila royal audiencia, after sii;ning his own destmy, 
wa.-. jiarately ntnhntd in hi ^ own house, with liberty to irn out of 
tlie counliy when, and whithersoever he should think [)roper. 

The new goveramcnl was proclaimed and installed tlie same day, 
under ilie name of " Provisional Junta of Venezuela, Conservatrix 
of die rights of his majesty king Ferdmand, VU.'* As the prin- 
cipal memhersof th'is Junta were Don Jose de Las Llamosas, a na- 
tive Spaniard, President and first Alcalde, Don Martin Tobar, se- 
cond Alcalde, Bahazar Padron, Andreas ]Moreno, and Diego 
Tugo, members. They conmienced business by sendi ig the ex- 
captain general Emparan, the Regent, ilir Auditors, the members 
of the hiiih court of ju^Tirf, tlio nnricnl Cuhikio, and various other 
perso!i-«. to jail ; whence they wore sent, by sea, to tlie United 
Slat> s (>f Atnerica. 

The Jquta abolished the loll money and duties in the custom- 
hcuse, tlie capitation upon the Indians, and the impositions upon 
slaves. They occupied themselves with the freedom of commerce 
and the national industry. They decreed to give to the provinces 
of Caracas, and to the british Ministry, official informauon of the 
change of gnvennneut. Asso)n as I' i- change was known in the 
provi.u e^^, a >itn{l;(r Junti was installed in each of them. 

Til.' Ju.ut of G it^in 1 rcr):);> \l, n* first, the autliority of that 
ofr*;»n;r: <; but soon afloruar.ls, reluscd to r»^''n!z;tiiie any other 
;imlu>i itv tti Muli ii of the Hei;oncy ;U Cadi/. Tnl^ cii uitie vvn? nt- 
inliuioil to iIk' inlhience of ihe E iro|»(.\m Span! nd< wlio formed ihe 
nvij m\\ of this Junt:K Those of C'umana anti liainia^ sent depu- 
ties to C'aracrs, dcuiaiuiiii^; ihe convocation of a congress, and re- 
fusing to uckuowleu^e the supreme auUioriiy of the Junta in the 

capiial* 
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The Spanish g;ovcrnor, al Maiacayho, Don Fernando Millares, 
gready dissatisfied with what had taken place at Caracas, ordered 
the deputies sent to bim by this Junta, witli stroiis; menances, out 
of bis presence. Tbey passed from Maracaybo lo Coro, tUe gov- 
ernor of which province, Cevallos, arrested and shipped them Jor 
Porto Rico, where tliey were put in irons. Tna e iriiest repre- 
sentations of the English Admiral, Sir AJexander Cochran, at' last, 
effected their Hberatioti. 

Tiie pmvisfoini! Junta at Cnracas, tlioniiiit proprr lo notify, ofn- 
cially, the I{< i^t ncy at Ca i/, of the rft ui jo which liad liken place 
i.i the goveruiuent of V ene/ncla, an l <l< ( t tn-!, nt the saiiie lum, 
Ms cordial wi he.s J jr the W' ffnrc of tJit ini'tln r rnvuinj^ and the 
conservation of ihf roy ii I, uthorifi/ () the *M iln, ^'c. The J.inia 
said nothing ol submission to the Ret^ency. Tiieir declaration wus in 
conformity with the laws of tiic Lidiau Codex, in uliirh it i^ express- 
ly said, the Americans shall know nn other authority than tint of 
the king, as president of the council of India.^' As the king was a 
prisoner, the Regency treated this oin vsion as hi^h trenson, de- 
serving exemplary punisliment. Alter having cons ilted the ^reat 
council of Castile and that of I din, iliey |inlj|islicd ai;niusl Vene- 
zuela, a violpfit ManiO'slo, datcii Cadiz, .\ii2;nsl 3<! ; r.rjd they de- 
creed that iIk'si- j)n)\ inces should be treated as rebels anil r( vnlti- 
lioaists, and declan-d tlieir coasis in a stale of blockade, uiih ihe 
exception of the provinces oi .Maraciu ho and ( 'oro, w hich formally 
recognised the authority of the Jiegeut \ , aiid look no part in the 
levoliitioQ of Caracas. 

The Regency, soon after, receii'ed despatches from various ottier 
American Juntas expressing the same sentiments of bubmission; 
and some offered to assist the Spaniards in their struggle against 
Napoleoii. None declared an intention to seperate from Spain. — 
But meanwhile, none spoke of recognizing the authority of the Re- 
gency. This uniformity of opinion througliout the vast provinces 
of ihe Spanish colonies, deeply embittered the members of the 
Rei^ency. All proposals of ik coniinodaiion or netrotiation were 
rejected. They talked on!\ of rebellion, ami demanded implicit 
and blind submission lo their laws and decrees! 

Civil war was now declared, and, in the public papers of Cadiz, 
the inhabitants of Spanish America tvere treated, by the Regency, 
and at Jater periods, by the Cortes, as rebels, whomust be subdued 
Jiy (brce of arms. 

Don Iiinacio Cortavaria departed from Cadiz for Porto Rico, 
amhorised to employ every means to subdue the Venezuelans. — 
He said in one of his proclamations *'ihat the inhabitants of the 
Main ^}iou1d fr>(f depose their existing government, and promised 
theu to hear every complaint, and to do them justice qfterwardM,*^ 
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He endeavored, by intrigue, to induce the clergy of Venezuela 
to send agents in order to spread discord and trouble* In one 

word, he neglected no means to fulfil his commission. 

The Junta of Cararns, soon after, felt the efibcts of Cortava- 
rias's intrigues. IN'Icllares, the new Cii|it;iin general, residing at 
Maraca\i)0, and Cevnllos, irovernor of Coro, joined him, and ex- 
cited several I ioious (iistiirhaiices. 

A Spaniard living at Caracas, Don Francisco Gonzales de Liu- 
ares, was designated as the leader of the counter-rerohition party, 
whose object was to drive out the provisional Junta, and replace 
it with a new one, composed entirely of native Spaniards. But, 
at the decisive moment, Linares hesitated ; instead of giving, at 
midnight, the expected signal, he renin in r l inactive. Theconspi* 
racy was detected ; he and a number of his companions were 
arrested without any noise, the same night, and put in irons. 

Hostilities now be^an, and llie .Junta were obliged to put them- 
selves in a state of defence. The Marquis del Toro was named 
genera] in chief of the nrmv. Every wliere, reeruit^ and arms 
were collected, and hoon alu i , the Marquis marclied n|)ou Caso- 
ra, to suppress a revolt, and maintain order. After various oper- 
ations and combats of litde importance, the campaign of 1810 
was closed, when the news reached Caracas, of the sudden arri- 
val of general Miranda, at the island of Curacao. 

At the end of 1810, general Miranda arrived at Curacao, from 
London. He had letters of introduction from the duke of Cam- 
bridge, and Mr. Vansittart, to the English governor of that isl- 
and. He eamc under the name of Afffrtin ; and after a Ffinrt 
residence, he embarked on hoard of an Englii^h vessel for La^ui- 
ra, where he debarked and eamc to Caracas, in sjute of the se- 
cret orders of the provisional Junta, to its ai(ents in TiOndnn. to 
hinder his coming to Venezuela, his native land. iMiranda being 
informed of tliis secret order, changed his name, and came with- 
out any attendants. In giving this secret injunction to their agents, 
the provisional Junta were actuated by a dread of the great tal- 
ents and patriotism of the general. It is said by some that the 
order was given to prove the moderation of the Junta, m regard to 
Spain. 

Miranda was received with great enthusiasm and solemnity ; 
the festivals of every description lasted tin onirli many days ; and 
be was eviTv where followed and surroundetl by a crowd of peo- 
})le. His inlinence decided die question of having a Congress ; 
and the ])rovisional Junta, in conformity with tliis decison, order- 
ed the election of deputies in each province separately. 

Tlie Junta, before the convocation of the Congress, bad desig- 
nated a committee to draw up a project of a Constitution, to be 
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submitted to Congress. The majority of that committee agreed 
10 propose a federal govemment ; as best adapted to present cir* 
eumstances. MiraDda, who was a member of tliat committee, 
sent another plan, which he proposed at the time of his expedition 

against Carthagena in 1806. This phm dilFi red very litde from 
the Spanish tnode of governing its eoloiiies. It was, as instructed 
and able men have assured me, adapted to tiie spirit and eliaracter 
ol that people. But it created him many enemies. As suoa as 
he arrived at Caracas, some individuals began to lear ids popular- 
ity aod influence. But the true friends of a wise and moderate 
Uber^, were sincerely attached to him, and publicly di&apnroved 
of all the intrigues and secret murmurs against him. Miranda 
huDself despised them; and, in spite of aU opposition, he was 
Dominated commander in chief of the land aiid sea foi i , and 
member of the congress, which opened its session, the 2d March) 
1811, under the presidency of Doet. Philip Paul. 

On the 4th of April, the crm^zress appointed three of its mem- 
bers to form the executive power; but fearijiii; that this executive 
commission, composed of Dons Juan Escalona, and Mendoza, 
and die Doct. Baltazar Padron, might make too great t^ncroach- 
mentti upon the rights and privileges of the people, dic congress 
gave them but very limited power. 

The anniversary of the revolution of Caracas, 19th April, was 
solemnly celebrated by festivals and illuminations. The public 
spirit was excellent* 

But this state of things did not subsist long. After a while, the 
government sunk into indolence, the natural result of a too greatly 
restrained execndve power. It had neither aufhoritv nor ener- 
(Tv. The enn^^ress was perplexed, and uncertain what means to 
eni])loy in order to give more strenj^lh and cotJsisteticy to its gov- 
ernment. Dnrine; this time, a great number of the Kuropean 
Spaniards, dibsaiisUed witii the govennnent, formed a very serious 
conspiracy, known under the name of the conspiracy of the li/e« 
noff, (men bom in the Canary Islands.) This conspiracy was de- 
nounced in the moment of its expbsion : but the people contem- 
plating it, observed at ilie same time the apathy of the members 
of the government; and their confidence in their government 
daily diminished. 

The friends of independenee thought the moment favorable for 
action. The sittings of die pairiotir society were more frequent, 
and its powerful members declared publicly that nothing^ could 
save the country but to declare it free and independent of Spain, 
die hnj)ohuc conduct of Uie Regency and die Cortes, afforded 
sufficient reasons for such a declarauoo \ and the inhabitants of 
Caracas, many of whom were people of cobry listened to such a 
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question with joy ; because they conceived from it, great hopes of 

a more secure and honorable existence. The measure was geo- 
ern]]v supported; and some members proposed the question of 11^ 
dependence, in the congress then asscmhled. 

After long and aaiinaicd discussions, ilic question was decided, 
and Ventzutla was dcclaied to be a Jiepublic^ free and indei>en- 
dent of an^ foreign dominion, (by a decree of July ISll.) 
In the manifesto^ congress mentioned the persecutions sufiered 
during three hundred years, and devebped the reasons which de- 
termmed them to thb resolution, which they declared to be sin- 
cere; and irrevocable. 

On the same day the Spanish colors were cut in pieces, and 
exchanged for a three colored flag. The portraits of Charles IV, 
and Ferdinand VII, wore taken down, and trailed through the 
streets of Caracas, with the outcry of <LoDg live the Independ* 
ency ! " 

This event li < itJy discouraged the other conspirators, without 
extinguishing die machinations of the Islenos^who being resolved to 
strike a heavy blow, assembled in ^at numbers, on the llth of 
July, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, m one of the suburbs of Cara- 
cas caUed lot Te^uetf in order to march thence, united and 
well armed, against the government. Their design was to put to 
death the three members of the executive power, and the most 
influential members of the congress, and to arrest the others, and 
embark, and deliver them to the Regency at Cadiz. They in- 
tended, afterwards, to reinstate the old Spanish government. 

Gen. Miranda hesitated not a moment. He united some armed 
men, and marched aj^ainst the rebels. Tlie government would 
not trust the regular army, knowing that many of thenj were na- 
tive Spaniards, they had reason to fear some iwdersiandiug witli 
the rebels. Gen. Miranda, after an obstinate batde, surroumfed 
and disarmed them, and confined a great many in gaol. Sixteen 
of the principal ring-leaders were shot in the course of the same 
month. 

This conspiracy had various ramifications. The inhabitants of 
Valencia, dissatisfled because congress had refused to grant their 

request to form a separate province, revolted oponly. Miranda 
ai^aia marched against the rebels, and, after 2;reat resistance, took 
possession of their ritv, and roncbMuned ten of ibe loaders to death. 

Government, strongly suppiit ied by the nnliiai s opt rations of 
Gen. Miranda, acted with more energy, and inspired coufideuce. 
The army was in a good state, and strong enough to defend the 
new republic. Commerce beg^ to floiundi, and every Uiing was 
gomg on well. 

But Uiis happiness was soon dissipated by an event which I 
shall rehte in tne next chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Earthquake at Cnr<tr>i.s and it s consequences — Pari inihirs of Bolt- 
tarV enlnj into iht anny, mul of his nomination as governor of 
Porto Cabello — Canuuitiiion at Vittoria — Dissolution of the 
Republic — ^Arrest of Miranda at Laguira — Anarchical state of 
Fmtexuda under ilU government of Monieverde^ — Crueitiet of 
the Spaniard$ — MonteverdeU solemn entry into Caraeoi* 1812. 

The clergjr of Caracas, a secret and powerfiil enemy to the re- 
puhCcao fonn of government, (because congress had reformed 

many of their oppressive and pernicious privileges) took this occa- 
sion to revenge the siijipnsed insult ; ind a great many friars, monks 
and priests, raised their voices and jK^arhcd hi the streets, to the 
territied people, that this was a punisliment well (l(\served hy the 
authors of inno\^tions so impious and eriminal. One who was 
present, assured rae that he had never before heard such rhetoric, 
Dom clergymen, the ministers of divinity, of moderation and 
of clemency. The impression was so profound, and the terror so 

reral, that all who had not confessed or received the sacraments 
some dme past, were now anxious to do so ; others who had 
lived in concubinage, prostrated themselves before the priests in 
church, supplicating to be united in marriage before God. Monte- 
verde had. some time before, inrreased the niim!)er of his corps; 
and, happening; to be before Carora on the day oi the earthquake, 
he attacked and took it. 

Public confidence was destroyed ; the paper money of the re- 
public, which, before tlie eartliquake, had depreciated, was now 
reduced to nodiing ; and the atuationof congress became extreme* 
If difficult and perplexing ; not less so than when, some time af* 
terwards, Miranda received the news that Porto CabeUo had fallen 
into the hands of the Spaniards. 

it is proper to insert here, all that I have yet to relate, concern- 
ing Lieut. Col. Simon Bolivar, so as not to interrupt the course of 
events tiiat, in rapid succession, took place, after his arrival, from 
Spain, at Caracas. 

Bohvar retired, with his lady, to San Mateo, one of Jus country 
places, in the valley of Arnsrua. He had the misfortune to lose her 
soon after tlieir arrival on tlic Mahi. At the be^iniiiui^ of lb J 0, the 
principal leaders of the intended revolution were desirous to see 
Lieut. Col. Bolivar amongst them ; and his cousin J. Felix Ribas, 
offered to sound and gain him over. He was a brave, daring and 
high spirited young man. He was rich also, -and he was bttmate 
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with Bolivar. As the latter was rich, and his father had great In* 
fluence with the regiment of militia of the plains of Aragua, the 
leaders expected a powerful support in gaining over tlie son, who 
was beloved for his generosity. Kibas had an interview with Boli- 
var, who treated tlie attempt as a fooHsh and impracticable one.^ 
After vnrious private conversations, Ribas found that Bolivar was 
not to be gained over. The resohilion of the 19th April, there- 
fore, was made without Bolivar's participation. During that, and 
the following days, as is known to all who were tliere at the time, 
he came not at all to Caracas, but staid at San Mateo. 

When the patriotic Junta risbeuihied at Caracas, its members, 
among whom Bolivar had various friends, were an»ous to see him 
taking an active part in their new government; and proposals were 
made to lam to choose a civil or a military office, with the assur- 
ance that his choice should be complied with, but in \ aln. He 
declined every office, under the pretext of the state of his heahb. 
At last tiie Junta proposed to him a mission to London, with tlie 
rank of colonel in the militia, and in company with his friend Loub 
l^opez y Mendez. This offer he accepted j aud they both de- 
parted lor I^ndon in June, 1810. 

*nie patriotic Junta hoped, in vain, for the powerful support of 
the British cabinet. Tlie two deputies could obtain uotliing, but 
leave to export some arms, at a great price, as I have before re- 
lated. Bolivar much disgusted, after a short stay, left London and 
came with these arms to the Main; leaving Mendez in London. — 
Shortly after he redred again, and der-lined all military service un- 
der the orders of the genera] in chief Marquis del Toro. 

On the arrival of General Miranda, and his nomination as com- 
ninnder in chief of the army of Venezuela, he prcvtiiled on Boli- 
vai io accept the grade of lieutenant colonel of the stall", in the 
regular army, and the connnand of the strongest loruess in Vene- 
zuela, I'orto Cahello, which is a fine seaport. He assumed this 
command hi September, 1811. 

I Miranda sent his prisoners of war, regularly, to Porto Cahello, 
f where they were confined in the citadel. In June, 1812, these 
jprisoners revolted. They succeeded in killing their guards, and 

fm taking possession of the citadel, which is separate from the city. 
[Some of Miranda's ofhcers censured Bolivar, because he bad not 
carefully enough inspected the guard specially entrusted with the 

prisoners, and herause lie had not promptly rallied his numcrotis 
garrison, and endeavored to siihjeet the prisoners, which, as they 
were unarmed, liiey said mi^hl easily have been done. Bolivar, 
however, becrelly left his post, embarked precipitately with eisht of 
his oHicers (among whom was Tmauas Mantilla, a brolJjer oi the 
tlien intendam at Carthagena) and withdrew in tlie night without the 
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knowledge of his garrison. He embarked in an Ui iiiud schooner, 
commanded by a Danish captain, at that time in i\w service of Vene- 
zuela, and arrived at day breaiv at Laguira, leaving behind his 
garrison, large magazines of powder, arms, military siurc^s, kc— 
From Laguira he retired to Sau Mateo, and sent Thomas Mantilla 
to Geo. Miranda to notify him of this event. 

The garrison at Porto Cabello, waitbg in vain for orders, saw at 
daybreak, that the commander bad departed, and judging that aU 
was lost, retired in good order, leaving the place to its fate. Mon- 
teverde, though astonished with the news of the evacuation, seized 
the occasion and took possession of Porto Cabello. This event 
increased his forces. He had been destitute of every tbint;, and 
had not a single strong seaport where he could receive the neces- 
sary supplies from abroad. Porto Cabello gave him about 1200 
prisoners of war, now liberated, vast slocks of munitions of war, 
arms, kc. and one of the best harbors in Venezuela. 

When the news arrived at Vittoria, the head quarters of General 
Miranda's army, that Porto CabeUo was bst, eveiy one was aston- 
ished, and dispirited. Miranda soon feh the effect of this bss* — 
Many of his brave officers left the service, and a great number of 
the men deserted. 

Monteverde wrote to Miranda a letter, which the latter sent to 
the congress, and received from them authority to treat with the 
Spanish general. In virtue of the treaty (of the 26th July, 1812, 
ratified at Vittorin) it was stipulated, "1st, That the eonslitulioa 
presented by the Cortes to the Spaniards, sliouid be introduced in 
V enezuela, and recognized by its iaiiabitauts. 

3d, That no person, to whatever class or rank he might belong, 
should be persecuted or troubled ibr his poUdcal opinions, and a 
general amnes^ was solemnly promised. 

8d, That all private property should be sacred and respected. 

4th, That any one might leave Caracas and Venezuela, and re- 
tire where be pleased without the least obstruction." 

In consequence of this treaty, Caracas came again into posses- 
sion of til'' Spaniards. The rcpubliean congress was dissolved} 
and the republic of V enezuela no longer existed ! 

Gen. Miranila passed from Vittoria to Caracas, intending to leave 
the country and einhark uu buurd the Enghsh corvette Saphire, 
die conamauder of which, Capi. llaynes, was ready to receive him. 
This circumstance connected with the secrecy of his arrival at Cu* 
racao from London, his assuming the name, of Martui, his letters 
of recommendation (rom die Duke of Cambridge, and Mr. Van- 
sittart to the Governor of Curacao, (at that time in possession of 
Great Britain,) his constant correspondence with the English gov- 
ernment through Curacao, and his frequent interviews with the 
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commanden of Eii|^ meo of war, Mfbo delivered bim numerous 
letters from Eoglaod, rendered him suspected $ and many Venu* 

zuelans believed that he had treacherous views against his coun- 
try.* His enemies were increased by his own conduct ; and he 
became very unpopular* He answered various interesting questions 

in a dry find short manner. 

He preferred English and Freneh officers to his own conntry- 
men — saying that these were ignorant brutes, unfit to conimaiid, 
and that tliey ouglit to learn the use of the musket, before they 
put on tlieir e})auleites he. 

These circumstances induced his enemies to prevent liis voyage 
to England) and were the cause of lus arrest. The ibUowing 
facts, being little known, deserve to be mentioned here, as colonel 
Bolivar was one of the three, who took a leadmg part in the arrest. 

In the afternoon of the 30lh July, general Miranda arrived at 
Laguira, at tlie house of the military commandant, the republican 
lieutenant colonel Manuel Maria Casas, who, every moment, ex- 
pected to be relieved by a Spanish garrison, which should take 
possession of tiie city and ports of Laguira, in conformity witli the 
treaty of Vittoria. Miranda met a E^reat company, and among 
them tlie En^lisii commander of the Supliire. Doct. Miguel Pena, 
civil governor (Jefe Polidco) of Lai;jUu a, and the lieutenant co- 
lonel Shnon BoUvar. All the company expected Miranda. He 
arrived,. fatigued by the heat of the day, and, after having refresh- 
ed himself, was invited to i^tay at supper, and to sleep that night 
on shore. Capt. Haynes strongly objected, and urged Miranda 
to go with him on board, where he wcuki fmd every comfort, his 
secretary, servants, trunks, he. He ackied that he wished to sail 
immediately, that the land breeze would soon rise ho. But, Boli- 
var, Pena, and Casus told the Captain that die General was too 
tired to be able to embark that uigiit, and that the land breeze 
arose not until ten o'clock in the morning, so that he miL^lit be on 
board in due time. Miranda hesitated j but he consented to re- 
main. Capt. Haynes took leave, visibly dissausfied, but promis- 
ing the General to send his boat and take him on board. 

The company sat gaily at suppei ; and Bolivar, no longer fear- 
ing the authority of his commander in chief, commenced an apolo- 
gy upon what had happened at Porto Cabello : But Miranda 
would not hear of past events, but talked on indifferent topics, 
with him, and the rest of the company. Miranda, aged and fa- 
tigued, begcred leave to retire to rest ^ and took an afiectiouate 
leave of all the three. 



* Minuul& W9» bora in CaracM 
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By order of Casas, a bed was prepared for Miranda m a closet« 
which could not be locked. While he slept, the triumviraie were 

contriving their plan, or rather, the best mode of executing It. 
The plan, as I am well assured, was formed by Doct. Miguel Pe- 
na, a member of the congress, and a great encinv' of Miranda. 
The steps of Miranda were carufullv waiclicd. Liiuiuiaiiuu ul iiis 
being about lu t-inbark, as i.s slaicil above, beinp; obtained, Doct. 
Pena, on his way from Caracas to Laguira, called ou Don T. 
C. at hb Mat, lying between the two cities, and proposed to him 
10 join in the plot, and aid die arrest of Miranda, who, he said» 
was a traitor to his country in signing the treaty of Vittoria» That 
honest man told Pena that the plot was abominable ; and eiiireat- 
ed hioD, but in vam, to desist from it. Pena left him in a hasty 
and irritated manner ; and soon after the arrest of Miranda, Don 
T. C. was arrested, put in irons, and thrown into one of the dun- 
geons of Laguira. This, he never doubted, was the result of the 
doctor's vengeance. 

Bolivar arrived first, at the bouse of the comman<lant Casns, 
where he was some hours aflur joined by Pena. They comimiai- 
cated their project to Casas, and be joined them. Miranda had 
jet too many friends to render his arrest practicable in the day 
time. 

Capt. Haynes afterwards told some of his friends, from whom I 
had these particulars, that he had a certain foreboding that mia-^ 
chief would happen to Miranda ; and therefore urged him to go 
on board ; but that he feared to speak more plainly, lest the om-- 
ers sliould understand him. 

Miranda was arrested in the following manner. Having as- 
certained that the general was sound asleep, the three leaders, af- 
ter a short consultation, determined to seize imu diat night, and 
give him up to the Spanish commandant Monteverde. Casas, 
as military commandant at Laguura, ordered a strong detachment 
bam the principal gtiard. This detachment he commanded ta 
surround his own house in perfect silence, to vaSet no one to paas» 
and to kill any one who attempted to escape. Not a word way 
said of Miranda. When all was ready, Pena, Casas, and Bohvar, 
at two o'clock In the morning, with four armed soldiers, entered 
the unlocked room of [general Miranda. He was in a profound 
sleep. They seized his sword and pistols, which he had placed 
before him. They then awakened him, and abruptly told him 
to rise and dress himself quickly, and iullow them. Miranda, in 
surprise, asked them why they awakened him at such an early 
hour, it being not yet daylight. Instead of answering the quea- 
tioo, they- told bun he was a traitor, who deserved to be hanged, 
lie. 
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Miftlldt, unable to resist, dressed himself, and was (breed lo 
fellow. Tlie^r escorted him to the fort called Saa Carlos, at some 
distance from Laj^uira, and situated ii]>on a strons lilll, where he 

arrivrd, c xhrni'^K d from fatii:ue and rhn'jrin. Having home nil 
the « ( ti\ i V tin \ ( |i<,>e to !nnd him uiih on the roatl, u Ijk }i he 
\\:is (1 to walk, ;i- -.ooii us liu \ une ron^e to tlu' iorl, iht-y 

ordi-'rccl iiini to be put in irons, and nutwiih^iaiidiuz his pathetic 
and fervent expostuIatk>ns, he was locked in cne of the darkest 
dun|[eons, and treated like the Tilest crimmal. 

The three chiefs returned, with their guard to Laguira, and the 
same night, despatched an express with a letter to the Sjian- 
ish general Monteverde, informing him of the arrest of Miranda. 
This commander was surprised at the intelligence ; but instead of 
ordering the immediate release of Miranrln, nnd ?o preservinc: in- 
viulat*' the fniih of hi*; own irtr.iv, lie roc* lv( d tht.' ne\v«; with his 
ac( ijsioined indiilcrence and apaUiy, and look no step in iavor of 
JVliranda, or against him. 

The day after Miranda^s arrest, a Spanish column arrived in the 
Ibrt of San Carlos, to relieve the independents. Its commander 
was surprised to find Miranda in irons, and sent him immediatetyi 
with an escort, back to Laguira, where he was again shut up in a 
dark mephitic prison, made in one of the walls of place, 
where he remained in irons during several montlis. The Spanish 
commandant Don Frnnri<=ico Xavier Ceneres, who had reli(n t d 
the patriot (.oiumander Casas, cnve orders to «rnd Miranda to 
Porto Kiro. He w?is tlnMirt' traii-[H)rt< d tn Cadiz where he re- 
mained in irons, in tlie Ion of La Caraca for some years, and per- 
ished. 

Such was the miserable end of Gen. I^firanda. Without en- 
tering into any political controversy; without enquiring whether 
Miranda was a traitor to his country, (which well informed men 

afiirni to have not been the case,) history will demand what right 
Dr. Miguel Pena, Don Maira Casas and Simon Bohvar, had to 
arrest their former chief and superior. That iliey did so without 
order, infonnation, or participation of the Spanish general in chief 
Doinin^jo Montevi-rdc, is an iindonbti-d lact. 

The earthquake, the w»':!kn! of ilie captain irmcral Millares, 
and the treaty with Miranda, iii a sliort lime rendered the midship- 
man Domingo Monteverde, master of a beautiful province, general 
in chief of an anuy, and sovereign arbiter of about a n^lksn of 
souls. Monteverde was weak, apathetick and superstitious. The 
friars, monks and priests, had the greatest influence over him. So 
also had the Islenos, inhabitants Oi the Canary Islands, where he 
was bom, and of whom many were established at Caracas, La- 
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gulra and Valenda. These all, persecuted their enemies, abuaed 

dieir power, and ruined many diousand inhabitants* 

When the particuUrs of Gen. Miranda's arrest were known at 
Caracas, and it was ascertained that Monteverde acquiesced in it, 

all the friars, monks .md Tslcnos 2;nvc aloose to their passions, and 
Vene/iiL'lii again borame tlie theatre ol' frightful scenes. The 
foUowhig are select('*l out of thonsunds of facts. Monteverde h^d 
with him two favorites, boUi distinguished by their cruel and san- 
guinary conduct. He tolerated, and never puiii>iied tlieir most 
daring atrocities. Both were colonels — Joseph Antonanza, and 
Joan Suasola. 

After the treaty of Vittoria, 26th July, 1812, many troops — 
whole corps — passed from the republican to die (Spanish army, and 
presented themselves to 3Ionteverde, wliose head quarters were 
then at Valencia. The 30th of July, some forty of these soldiers 

came to the Spanish cceneral and offered tlieir services. Monte- 
verde received them wiili kindness, and ordered Col. Suasoln to 
lake an escort and protect thein on tlieir road to Caracas, wliere 
new Spanish corps were to he formed. Siiasola was displeased 
at being obliged to leave Valencia, (u liere it is said he had an in- 
trigue.) He obeyed, however, and selecting a strong dulychment 
of men entirely devoted to him, he departed with his charge. 
After some hours march, he ordered a halt, and a circle to be 
formed by his troops, and the patriot soldiers to be placed in the 
centre. He then drew his sword, and in few words, exhorted his 
troops to kill these ** d— d rebels,*' — to follow his example. He 
then fell upon them with his sword, and, assisted by his troops, 
murdered with swords and bayonets, every individual of the re- 
pubhcan soldiers. Not a man of them escaped. 

Sna«;o]a, gny and satisfied, returned to Valencia. Monteverde, 
knouins; tJiat he could not have made his journey in the short 
time of his absence, enquired in surprise, what was the matter. 
** Oh general," replied Suasola, laughing, "I have lound out an 
excellent way to shorten my voyage," giving liim to understand by 
an unequivocal sign, that he had murdered the men placed under 
his care. '*0h! very well, very well," said Monteverde, **I did 
not know ; it is well done, very well done." Suasola, it need not 
be told, remained unpunisJied, and free as before. 

The same Suasola, encouraged by this criminal weakness, en- 
tered, <?ometime afterwards, the city of Aragua, where the inhab- 
itants came out in solemnity, some distance, to meet and honor a mfin 
who was known to be one of the favorites of their new coniui;in- 
der in chief. He arrived at the public square, where refreshments 
were beforohaud ])repared for him and his troops. After having 
spent merrily more than an hour, he gave a secret order to his troops 
5 
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tOEeize mdhf women and children, and cut off their ears, and bring 
them to him. This savage order wa$ executed notwithstanding all 

the cries, supplications and resistnnro of tho inliabitants. lie or- 
dered some trunks to ho filled with \\u->v sanguinary trophies which 
he sent to his companion ant] hieiul colonel Antonnnzn, then gov- 
ernor at Cunmna, with a palh< tic It ttcr, rcqucbling him to 
" accept this present as a prool of his zeal in ilie cause of his be- 
loved king Ferdinand VLI." This conduct was highly praised 
by hb friend, and a part of the tiopiiies were sent by him to Ca- 
racas. Some of them he wore in his hat b) \\ :iy of cockade, and 
painful to relate, hb vile example was followed by various Inhabit- 
ants of Cumana, But I mu^t add, many did it through fear, it 
being the pnu tice of the Spanish troops, to threaten aU who did 
not follow their example. 

The colonel Antonanza, as well ns Suasoln, committed the 
most harbnroiis and crnci nets throuc;liout t!ie provinces of Cuma- 
na and Barcelona, in wliicii they commanded. The fu'.'<t liuving 
heard that the inliahitants of Araura were distinguished in ilie Inst 
war, by their pairiuiism, and their zeal for independence, resolved 
to puuisli tliem in an exemplary maneer. In violation of llie so- 
lemn promise of amnes|^, he marched with a ntunerous body of 
troops upon the city of Araura. Many of the inhabitants, well 
aware oi his cruelty, fled hastily, but the greater number remained, 
heini:; assured hy his emissaries, that he was coming with specific 
intentions, and that he would faithfully observe the amnesty. Af- 
ter this a great many persons, particularly wH^men and cliildren, 
came to welcome him, offering w hatcver tlieir poor and wretched 
circmnstanccs could ;if'fnrd. lie took the relreshmcnt<, and sudden- 
ly cave orders to inunlei every man, woman, and child. Of this 
hon id massacre, many circumstances are known, wliieh my pen 
refuses to describe. Antonanza and his troops plundered and 
burnt the city, and Mooteverde remained quiet. 

Hb government was in reality, notliing hut the most complete 
and sanguinary anarchy. Each commander of the smallest de- 
tachment followed his own will and caprice* The vast territory 
of Venezuela was again the theatre of murders, cruelties, and all 
sanguinary deeds, committed whhout the consent of Monteverde, 
who, if he heard of iliem, if some feu dared to complain, could not 
afford them any redress, his audioritv heiiip; usuiped by these 
chiefs who despised his weakness, and did every thing according to 
their own will and pleasure. 

In consequence of this weakness, not a single article of tlie trea- 
ty of Vittoria was luliilled. Each Spaniard or Islcno became an 
accuser or a tyrant; and the urisons were soon so crowded, that 
at Caracas and Lasuira, toe commanders were obliged to 
convert various large houses into prisons* Want of air and of food 
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caused mioiis maladies, and many diouaands fell yictimsto their 
confinement. 

One evening, while a stranger was with Monteverde, upon some 

business, the secretary handed him some pnprr*; to he' signed. 
He took, and signed th^m one after anotiier, and lianded iheni back 
to the secretary. Wliiie the latter was in thi; act of w ithdrawing, 
Menieverde, in the manner of one waking Irom a dream, inquired 
their contents, liiey contain" answered the secretary witli a smile, 
•* orders to arrest some mischievous individuals," andjie departed 
with them, without another word from the general in chief. The 
stranger who was on good terms with Slenteverde could not 
repress his feelings, but, with frankness and warmth, pointed Tout 
the consequences of such proceedinjis. " What can 1 do sir," re- 
plied Monteyerde, *'lo know their crimes, it not necessary first 
to secure their persons? afterwards they will he tried and judged !" 
No inqtiiry was made relative to their supposed eritnes, and a 
ureat many arrested lor political opinions, perished miserably in 
prison. 

Monteverde, anxious to retain his ill aer|Mii od authority, consiih- 
ed his Incnd and counti yman, the poal ca|)tain in tiie naxy. Dun 
Jose Antonio Ti>car, how he should act iu tliese critical circum- 
stances. The captain advised him to write to his legitimate chief 
the Capt. Gen. Don Fernando Millares, (whose cowardice had 
fiightened him fix>m MaracaybO to Coro, and thence to the island 
of Porto Rico,) inviting him to come and take into his hands the 
civil authority and the commnnd of the army. Such was the weak- 
ness of Monteverde's character, tliat he followed this advice in spite 
of his own wishes and intentions. As soon as Millares received 
this letter, he hastened to cinhark with a nuincrons suite, and land- 
ed at Porto Cabello. Monleverde was then at Valencia ; whence 
'he wrote a second letter to Millares, telling him that Venezuela, 
being not eiuirely paciBed, it would be detrimental to tlic cause to 
instal him at that moment. That all had best remain as it was, for« 
a short time, when he would put into his hands the power which 
properly belonged to him. He added, that ho himself should then 
depart for Spain, where he hoped to be rewarded by the Cortes for 
his zeal and ser\ices. 

Millares, beUeving he should take possession of his new and bril- 
liant charge, without havins: done anv thintr to de^ei^ e it, eanie over 
from Porlo Rieo with a numher of civil and inilitarv ollieers, all 
anxious to be employed. Anion j; the latter wei the Mar»*selial de 
Campo de D. T. Cagigal and the brigadier general Fierro. The 
friends of Millares, of stronger and more courageous minds, advised 
him to march, witliout delay, to Caracas, where the Spanish gov- 
ernment was ahready established, and to take possession of the of- 
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fice which the regency and Cortes bad entrusted to Atiii, aDd not to 

IMonteverde. But ^lillares n fused to follow this advice, and pre- 
ferred sendins: the brigadier Fiorro to negotiate with Montevordc, 
and learn definitely bis intentions. Fierro arrived at Monieverde's 
head quarters, and had various conferences witli iiini ; but he was 
oblieced to return with the simple verbal answer, that Monte\ crde 
neither could nor would change his last deterniinatiou not to de- 
liver the command into the bands of the captain general before aU 
was pacified. 

Mular^ humbly submitted to the will of his subaltern, and de- 
parted for Maracaybo, where he waited several months for the ex* 
peeted message from Monteverde. Perceiving at lastj that be was 
the object of ridicule, he left the Main, and his supposed grandeur* 
forever, and returned, as paymnster (rountedor) to Spain. 

As soon as Monteverde was sure lliat the eiijnt'iTi general bad 
departed, Ik- proelainied himself rajitain general, and commander 
of ihc naval and land forces of \ enezuela ; and leaviui^ Valencia, 
made his solemn entry into ilie capital of Caracas, on tlie 9tli Au- 
gust, IB 12, 

Beibre this, he issued a proelamatioii loll of the highest piODuses* 
He said, ** Caraguins! the time has at last come, wheo you can 
enjoy perfect tranquility and security, firom which you were dnveo* 
two years ago, by seductioii and crimes. I promise — I pledee mj 
oath now to you, that 1 can, and will protect your feliciQr* Let us 
(brget all that has passed. For my part, I will j^ive you a proof, 
in forgiving your errors, and in innintainiiig, in all iuj vigor, the treaty 
of Vitloria, and never shall you have reason to complain of mc." 

But, on the very day of his entry into Caracas, the people, hotli 
there, and at Laguira, committed tlie greatest disorders. All stran- 
gers, established in the time of the republic, in both cities, were 
very ill treated; the mob took aU they possessed — pluodering their 
houses and stores. Many of them were arrested and thrown into 
prison, whence they escaped with the greatest difficulty. 

Such was the anarchical state of Venezuela under the govern- 
ment of Monteverde. Before I close tliis chapter, I will relate some 
particulars yet unknown to the world, relative to the origpn of bis 
usurped power. 

When tlie revelnrion hescan, and Kmparan was arrested, tlie re- 
gency ap]>onued Mdlares, then 'Tm emor of Maracaybo, captain rcen- 
eral of Venezuela. He was proeiauued as such in the province'^ still 
in possession of Spain. And when bostihties began, he camt from 
Maracaybo to Coro, where he ordered tlic sea forces to assemble, 
in readiness to assist him in the mititary operadons. 

AmoDg the ofllceis of the navy was IXiiiiingo Monteverde, an in- 
habitant of the Canary Islands, without educaikm, and possessed of 
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very little knowledge ; but ambitious aod eDteq>rising. He begged 
leave to come on shore, and presented himself before the new 
captain general Millarcs. He was poor and badly clothed. The 
general received him with a haughty and disdainful air, asking him 
n1)ni]nly, what he wanted. The lieutenant ]\TonToverde answered, 
tliat he wanted his excellency's permission to raise a corp'--, of at 
least a tliousand men, for the purpose of driving the insurgents out 
of die country, or subjecting them lo their duly. Millarcs, aston- 
ished at his rctjuest, replied that he was an audacious >ub.ilioni, liiat 
be should immediately return to his duty in his vessel, and that he 
must not come again to trouble him with such demands, and dis- 
missed him. MoQteverde was not intimidated by the ill humor of 
ibe general, but continued, in such an origbal kind of way, to re- 
pfesent to him the usefulness of such a corps, that the general 
could not help being diverted; and, at length, very graciously grant- 
ed the order so perseveringly sought by the lieutenant, who now 
obtained orders to take from the vessels of the s(|uadron, old mus- 
kets, swords and nnifornis, and, in u few days, the new commander 
found himself at the head of 200 vagabonds, who afterwards in- 
creased to ilie number of as numy thousands. 

Such was the origin of Uie power of Domingo Monteverde ; and 
we have seen how he afterwards treated bis chieftain and bene- 
lactof* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Drpafvre of Lieuf. Col. BoTivar froTn Cararnsio Caracao, and 
Var(hn<rena — Kipcdition of Bolivar against the Spanish iu f 'Ve- 
nezuela — His entry into Caracas — His nomination as Dictator — 
Year 1813. 

Wc loft Lieut. Col. Bolivar with Doct. Miguel Pera and com- 
mandant Casas at Laguira, after, having arrested jNIiranda in die 
port of San Carlos. Bolivar rt tiuned (juietly to his coimtry seat 
where he resumed his usual occupations. But he soon ohserved 
tiiat vexations and arrests became more and more frequent, so 
that he felt not assured of his own safety. Soon after the entry 
of Monteverde mto Caracas, he had aq audience of thb Spaniah 
commander, who received him most graciously, and expressed to 
wim his satisfaction that he, Bolivar, had been an instrument in 
'punishing the traitor Miranda, that rebel to his king. He readi- 
l)r granted him a passport to leave the country, and hearing it was 
his wish to go to Curacao, he c;ave him a letter of strong recom- 
mendation to the same English merchant of whom I have already 
spoken, and who was on his departure from Porto Cabello ; urg- 
ing him to takf Col. Bolivar aspassentxer in his own vessel. Bo- 
livar joined iiim, and found him on board, ready to sail. As soon 
as Jnr. F. L. opened Monteverdc's letter and found that the 
name of the bearer was Simon Bolivar, he expressed, in strong 
terms his disaprobadon of his conduct towards Muranda, and, wtdi- 
out permitdng hhn to oSSet a word in reply, ordered him to leave 
the vessel, telling him that no consideration would have induced 
him to receive him on board. Bolivar attempted in vain, to jus- 
tify himself. He was com polled to leave the vessel and go on 
shore. But, soon afterwards, finding another vessel, he embarked 
witli his cousin Joseph Felix Ribas, for Curacao, where he passed 
some time, devoting himself to gambling and other amusements : 
llie two cousins, possessing a large amount in gold. After about 
six weeks, diey left Curacao for Carthageua, where they were 
well received. 

At that time (1812) Manuel Rodriguez Tonices was president 
of die republic of Canhagena ; an honest, good, and liberal man ; 
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by profession a lawyer j who received evety stranger with kiii<Inesg. 
Me promoted the two cousias Bolivar and Ribas, (who off* red 
iheir srrviro' in tho ropnl)!irnn nrmv tinder ilie order of a French- 
man, Peler Labaiui ) ai liic iiislitiation of the latter, to the rank of 
coloncis. Previous to ilieir arrivnl, a |:;reat number of Caraguins, 
who had >Lrved undti Muandu at \ enc/uela, came to Carlhne;e- 
na, and all were aoxious to hear news of events in liicii owii coun- 

The coloael Ribas, brave and patriotic, the same who was one 
of the leaders of the revolution in Caracas, inspired them with his 
own zeal and ardor, a)ul proposed to them to form an expedition 
against the Spaniards in Venezuela, for the purpose of delivering 
his countrymen from their yoke. He toid them Uiey could not 
fail to be joined hy :rreat numbers, as soon as thev arrived on the 
frontiers of Venezuela. All the ( -arasjuin^, and a iiniiihcr ot stran- 
gers who had served und»T Miranda, ree« i\ (M! ilii^ [iro|iosi(ion with 
rapture; and Kibas iiiunc<liatrl\ pro|t(>vi d IJoln ar, then a colonel, 
as commander of the cxpediiu>n. J>olivar was not beloved, and 
his vanity, pride, and coldness, rendered him unpopidar. He was 
known also to have left his garrison at Porto Cabello, and to have 
participated m the arrest of their beloved old general Miranda.— 
How v( r, Ribas, who \\ a< nncerely attached to his cousin, man- 
aged alfairs so well, that they eon < nted at last to name colonel 
Bolivar ihcir commander in chief, widi tlie express condition that 
colonel Rihas should he his major ijencrnl and second in command* 
So di<! ir irM'pcii ihat Holivar was eleeled. 

Thc-e circuiiistanccs, nil line: as they may appear, were the ori-^ 
gin of the subsequent jrrautkiu and military [)ower of gtrnei al Bo- 
livar ; who, as 1 shall prove by facts, has ever had llic fortune toi 
profit by the bravery, skill and patriotism of others. When Ribas\ 
was killed. Bolivar fled. Piar conquered Guayana in the absence ' 
of Bolivar, and was condemned to death; Brion died in poverty 
when Bolivar was at the head of the government; Paez was victo- 
riocis when BoUvar was not with him, and beaten when the latter 
directed the operations ; Sucre gained the battle qf Ayachucho in ' 
Peru when Bolivar wn«; sick. 

The plan of an cxprdiiion against the Spaniards in Venezuela, 
was innnediately eomniimirntfd to the president of Carlhagena, 
who highly approved ol it, and authorised such officers as would 
follow tills new expedition, to quit die service of that province and 
join it* He gave orders that they should be provided with money, 
arms, amunition, provisions, transports, &c. and persuaded his 
coaan, colonel Manuel Ca&tUlo, to job Bolivar, with about 500 
men fiom the garrison of Carthagena, to assist him in his enterprise. 
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Bolim, assisted by Ribas, Briccno and others, enlisted about 300 
men, and witli these and colonel Castiilo's troops, be departed in 

the beginning of January, 1S13. 

But after some days mnrch a dissention rrlntive to die right to 
command, arose between Bolivar and Castillo, and incrfn-^ed to a 
great heig;ht. Colonel Castillo pretended to the exclusive coui- 
. mand ol ilie troops from Cartliagcna, because the president had 
entrusted to him the 500 men. Bohvar represented tliat tl»e same 
president bad authorised him to command in chief the whole expe- 
dition. An bveterate hatred, as is weU known, has long existed be- 
tween the inhabitants of Caracas or Venezuela, and those of 
Grenada. The former generally despise the latter. This divis- 
ion was soon established between these two parties. The troops 
of Castillo, all Grenadans, and the most numerous party, began to 
insult the Cnrni!:uin<!, who veiy properly recoertrsed Bolivar as 
coniinniuler in cliicf of tiie cxjiedition. The strangers took the 
part ot the latter, and every thing foreboded a general and serious 
conflict. It was plainly the duty of Castillo to declare iiimself un- 
der the orders of Bolivar, and to sooUie and appease his ti oups ; 
instead of which, he suddenly departed, and returned with tiieui 
to Carthagena. He excused his defection by saying that the 
haughty and despotic character of Bolivar could never agree with 
his ; and, strange to relate, this desertion remained unpunished. 

This conduct of Castillo was the ground of bitter and lastinc 
hatred between him and Bolivar, who, as soon as he was informed 
of the nomination of Castillo, ns commander in chief of the army 
of Cartliagena, in 1^1 ;">, wnrnily remonstrated with the government 
of Cartha2:ena, on tiie subject, as we shall see hereafter. 

Bolivar remained with about three hundred men, and was so 
discouraijed, that he thoueht to e:o back to Cariliacena, for the 
purpose of obtaining a fuilJieir supply of troops, fearing; tliat the 
expedition might otherwise fail entirely. But colonels Hibas and 
Briceno, persuaded him, at length, to pursue his course, at least, 
as far as Bogota, at that time the seat of the congress of New 
Grenada, where, they assured him, tliey should find support. He 
consented, and embaHung on the river Magdalena, they arrived - 
at the city of Mompox, where the^ were perfecUy well received, 
and supplied with money and provisions, and some hundred re- 
fruits, i^esides receivin<r nutre troops and hvif 'supplies for his 
expedition, BoHvar had the satisfaction of being rerei\ rd, with his 
small corps, bv the congress at Bogota, with 2;reat distinction. 

The inhaljiuiiits of New Granada, having heard of ihc vexations 
and cruelties coiiimited by ^lontcverde and his subalterns in Venezu- 
ela, were excited to such a pitch of indignation, that Bolivar named 
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e:eneral, with his cousin J. F. Ribas, met volunteers wherever they 
passed, so that his troops, in a short lime increased to the amount 
of more than two thousand men. Having passed the Andes in the 
provinces of Tuma and Pamplona, he crossed the river Taihira which 
separates New Grenada from Venezuela. 

Every circumstance favored the splendid enterprise of seneral 
Bolivar : the farther he advanced, the greater were his resources. 
As soon as lie had crossed the river Jaihira, bis proclamationSi 
spread throughout the country, united many thousand of his coun« 
• trymen, who saw in him their deliverer from destruction and des- 
pair. He was now able to divide his forces Into (lifferent corps, 
and to dctaeh colonel I^i iecno to Guadalito ior the purpose of or- 
gnnizins; liiere a stronii body of cavalry, of whieli be was m great 
need. Tfiis was done in a short time ; for tlie rieiier classes in 
the neighborhood were so anxious to serve in the expedition, that 
they voluntarily armed, equipped, and mounted themselves, at tbeu: 
own expense. 

Br:livar marched directly against the enemy, who, by his sudden 
appearance, were surprised, astonished, and discouraged. The 
Spanish army, bein^ composed, as usual, of three fourth's Creoles, 
these deserted by hundreds ; entire corps — battalions — regiment^^ 

came over to the indepeiuleiits, so that Bolivar found but a very 
feeble resistance, wherever he appeared. He beat his enemy at 
La Grita, and look passession of that small place, as he did 
ufu rwards of Merida and the whole district of that name, and also 
of the province of Barinas. 

The Spaniards having rallied and reinforced themselves, fell sud- 
denly upon the corps ol Briceno, and beat him completely. He 
and seven of his officers were taken | and the governor of Bari- 
nas, Don Francisco Tiscar, ordered ^em to be shot. Eiglit of the 
most respectable inhabhants of Barinas, being suspected of having 
assisted colonel Briceno ui his organization, were also sliot! From 
that time, the war became much more bloody and murderous. Not 
only was even' prisoner sliot, but variotis Spanish chieftains extend- 
ed this system to the peaceable inhabitants, without distinction of 
sex or age ! 

The reason the governor, Tiscar, cave for ordering the death of * 
Brieeno and iiis officers, was, their ii<i\uig been the principal insti- 
gators and signers of the proclamation of January loth, lS13j in 
which they declared that they would put to death all Spaniards and 
Islenos (inhabitants of the Canary Islands) that might be taken 
prisoners. 

Of that sanguinary document, the following are the true causes; 
Bolivar and his companions, while upon theur march firom Cartha- 
gena to Venesuda, heard that the Spanitrds and Isleoos committed 

6 
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the most barbarous acts upon the peaceable inhabitants in Vene- 
zuela, who, in virtue of the convention between Miranda and Mon- 
teverde, had confidendy resumed their former occupatbns." It 
will be remembered that Monteverde was bom in one of the Ca- 
nary Islands. Surrounded, as be was, by numbers of his country- 
men, he wns weak enoii2;h to ronrcdc nlto^cthcr to dieir passions, 
and their hatred against all who took an active part in the revolu- 
tion at Caracas. This news so enibiiiered all the Caragiiins, com- 
panions in arms of f^eneral J Julivar, that they published a solemn 
declaration in I'orin ol' a manifesto, in which tliey proclaimed the 

war of death" against all the European Spaniards and the Islenos. 
The manifesto was signed by Antonio Nicolas Briceno, (d)e same 
who was shot at Barinas,) Antonio Rodrigo, Joseph Debraiue, and 
others, all officers under the orders of general Bolivar in his expe- 
dition against Venezuela. The Spaniards accused Bolivar of 
signing this sanguinary declaration, and said he began the proclaiming 
of the " war of death but he never did sign it. To be sure, he 
should not have snffcrod the publication of a paper, so strongly 
charncterislic of the bitierness of both parties. l?ut it is true, on 
die other hand, that the European cliicflains put to death, not only 
various Anieriean j^risoners of war, hut peaceable inhaliiiant.s also, 
before the manifesto was published j and that the oflicers ol gen- 
eral Bolivar, acted in retaliation of what these Spaniards had done 
to their countrymen at Venezuela. Whether such retaliation be 
justifiable or not, is left to the reader. 

We will now occupy a moment with a personage who has be^n 
for several years the colleague and rival of general BoUvar ; and 
who has acquired one of those equivocal reputations which it is the 
province of history to set in their true liglit. 

Soon after the conclusion of the capitulation at \ ittoria, and when 
the cruelties of the inhabitants of Venezuela had begun, a weak and 
ignorant, but very ambitious young man, assembled about 100 of 
his fellow citizens out of the city, at Cuniana, where ihey held se- 
cret meetings. In these, he excited them to rise against their op- 
pressors, and to arm themselves in favor of liberty and indepen- 
dence. His speech was received with enthusiasm, and he was 
unanimously named general in chief. This is the miliury origin 
of San Yago Marino, wlio, from a student, rose suddenly to the 
Station of general in chief of the army of the province of Cumana, 
which counted not 150 soldiers. The cruelties of the Spaniards 
soon brouirht him many adherents, which were the more attached 
to him, as he was of a mild, polite and humane character. He es- 
tabh. li( r] his head quarters at Maturin. 

As ^oun as general jMuiuoverde heard of this, he ordered ccn- 
eral Cagigal to join ium with his strong brigade, appointuig die day 
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when, and place where, tliey should form tlieii union, to attack ihu 
troops,^ posted at Matnrin, under general Marino. Monteverde 
took no more than 300 men, and having arrived at the place of ren- 
dezvous, he found neither Cagtgal nor his troops, flfonteverde 
anxious for the coinbaty positively refused to listen to any prudent 
counsel, and in a fierce tone, gave orders to attack these traitors 
and rebels." The patriots were six times as strong; as lie, and ad- 
vantageously pn>teH. After a short conflict, ho wri'? totnllv routrd, 
as his offirrrs had j)rc(licied. His liorjiu being killed, lie would 
have lalN'u iiuo tlic iiaudsof the [)ani(»r>, if the presence of miiul of 
a reverend ca|)M( hin, namid Father Cuionel, hadn ot saved liiia. 
Coronel was fi^hiiui; hravuly at his side; when the horse fell, he 
seized the general, and, with his nervous arms, without dismount- 
ing, phiced him upon his own vigorous horse, and made full speed 
from the field of battle. 

Wlien general Cngigal, who arrived 24 hours after llie defeat, 
learned how imprudently his commander had acted, his indigoatimi 
was excited. Hut instead of attacking widi his own strong corps, 
an enemy weakened and fatigued bv the recent combat, he was 
discourasred, thonirht nil wn^ lost, and ihat the wlmle province ol 
Venezuela nuuit become tlie prey nf the patriots. He derlared 
publicly, that he would take rchige in the j)ioviii€c of Guayana, to 
save himself and his troops. His strange declaration so ex- 
asperated one of his captains, Joseph Thomas Boves, who heard 
it, that, forgetting the respect due to his commander, he boldly 
reraonstrated against so base a step. But seeing that the panic of 
hb general rendered liim incapable of listenmg to reason, and that 
be had resolved at all events, to depart, Boves told him plainly 
and bluntly, that the general would act, as he hked, but that, for 
his own part, he was firmlv rc'-olved to remain in Venezuela, and 
there eoinhai the eiu luies of liis king and country, as long as one 
of them should exist! C;iG:i?al, seeing: that Hoves was inflexible, 
authorised him to organise a boily ol troops, lor his purpose, as nu- 
merous as he could collect, and Uien de])arted, witli a strong escort, 
for tlie purpose of putting himself in safety in the fortress of Su 
Tomas do la Angostura, in the then subdued and quiet province of 
Guayana. 

Eioves having rallied as many as would follow him, came in 
April, 1813, to the city of Calabazo, where he established his head 

quarters. He soon organised his corps of infantry and cavalry, 
which amounted to about 500 men. This was the nrvSm of that 
famous parti/an, who was distinguished afterwards during tlio war, 
by his asloiiishiiiii; artivitv, hrnverv and skill, but still more by his 
barbartxis cruelty, of which 1 shall have more than one mstance to 
relate. 
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Maiino, protid of his little success, now took the titie of geoenl 
la chief, aod dictator of the eastern provinces of Venezuela. He 
imposed great contributionsi establislicd a luxurious mode of laving, 
created generals, oHicers of the staff and others, and a great many 

civil officers. But he had no fixed territory, nor any well instruct- 
ed officers, aud siiH less luul liu any well disciplined soldiers. He 
had, as is usually uiv case, where troops are hastily raised, a band 
of armed men, wiiiiout uiiirorius or instruction. 

During these events in the provinces oi Cumana ami iiarcclona, 
general Bolivar entered the western provinces of Venezuela. He 
was joined by many thousands of his country-men, who driven to 
despair by the cruehies of the Spaniards, bad no choice but tb 
fight, or perish. He divided hb forces into two strong corps, gave 
the command of one to his major general Kihas, and put himself 
at the head of the other. Both proceeded by forced marches, 
through different roads to Caracas, crossing the department of 
Truxillo and {ho province of Barina^. The Spaniards were beat- 
en easily at >ii(iuitao, lietioque, Barquisimeto and Barinas. At 
tde last place, governor Tiscar, like s^eneral Cagiiral, ihrMicrht nl! 
was lost, and deserted his troops, lie fled to St. Toinas tie i.i An- 
gostura, m the province of Guuyana, where, hke tiie other, he found 
himself in safety. • 

As soon as general Monteverde was apprised of the rapid pro- 
giess of the patriots, he rallied his best troops at Lostaguanes, 
where general Ribas attacked him soon afterwards. The attack 
had but just commenced, when the greatest pan of his cavalry, 
composed of natives, passed over to the patriots and soon decided 
the victory in their favor. Monteverde lost some hundreds of his 
men, and was ohli2:ed to shut himself up with the remainder, in the 
fortress of Porto Caljello. 

Ceneral Bolivar advanced rapidly upon Caracas, and foimd very 
little or no resistance on the part of ilie enciuy, who had conrea- 
trated Im forces againi>t the colunm of gent ral Uibas. As soon as 
governor Fierro heard of the approach of general Bolivar, he hasii- 
1/ assembled a great council of war, in which it was concluded to 
send deputies to Bolivar, proposing a < apitulation. This was made 
and signed at Vittoria, about a year after the famous capitulation 
between general Miranda and Monteverde. By this treaty Bolivar 
promised that no one should be persecuted for his political opin- 
ions, and that every one should be at liberty to retire with his pro* 
perty from Venezuela, and 2;o whithersoever he pleased. 

While the deputies were assembled at Vittoria, governor t'lerro, 
seized, like Caiiigai and Tiscar, by panic terror, decamj)ed in tlie 
night lime, secretly, and so hasuly that he leit, as was afterwards 
ascertained, a very large amoimt of silver money. He left also 
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more than 1500 Spnninrds, at the discretion of the eticmv. He 
eiJibaiked at Laguira, .iml arrived in safety at the liiilc island of 
Curacao. The flight of iheir gov ernor, of which tlie inliabitauts and 
the ganisoQ were not infbrmed, until day break tlie next mormng, 
left the city in the greatest trouble, for he left not a single order. 
The Spanish pariv being dissolved, every one was left to provide 
for his own safe^. Its principal chiefs, Monteverde, Cagigal, Fier- 
ro and Tiscar, acting in confomiity, each to his own wiU, had all 
placed themselves in safe^ indeed, but without die least union or 
vi^or : Montrverde remained in Porto CabcHo without sendiniz; 
forth any order ; Caj^i^al remained with Tiscar, at Angostura ^ aud 
Fierro ip iIk island of Curacao. 

It was tin lefore an easy task for Boli\ar to enter the capital of 
his native land, and to take possession of tlie greatest part of 
Venezuela. His cuuy into Caracas, (August 4Ui, IS 13,) was 
liiflliint and glorious. The IHends of liberty, who had sufiered so 
smraly» surrounded htm from every comer of the country, and 
WBkxNned his arrival with many signs of joy and festivity. The 
enthusiasm was universal, reaching every class and sex of the in- 
habitants of Caracas. The fair sex came to crown dieir liberator. 
Tliey spread the ground with many flowers, branches of laurel and 
olivp, on his passage thronirh the strrrts of the cnpitnl. The 
stiouts of tlioiisnnds were minirlcd wiili the noiso ofartilli ry, \)v\U, 
and iiiiisic, and the crowd was iinincnse. The j)iisons were open- 
ed, and the unfortunate vicliins of lil)t rty caiiu^ forth wiih pale 
and emaciated faces, like spectres from tlieir ^ravt's. 15ul iiol- 
wilhstanding this appalling sight, tlie people indulged not dieir sen- 
timents and feelings of vengeance against the authors of such cruel 
deeds. They committed no disorder. No European Spaniard, 
Isleno, friar or priest, was dragged from his hiding place, nor even 
sought for J all were happy, and thought only of rejoic iii^;. 

The entry of Gen. Bolivar into Caracas, was ceitainly the most 
gratifying event of his whole military career. And notwiiiistanding 
his enterprise and his victories were greatly f^iciiitntt d by the aston- 
ishing pusilanimity of liis enemies, he deserves great praise for his 
pcrs(3verance, and for the conception of such an undertakins:, in 
wliich he sacriliccd a considprable part of his fortune, to lurni>h his 
troops with die means of foiluvviui; iiim. But here, 1 cannot omit 
to mention a singular and characteristic trait of tliat vanity of 
which I have already spoken. Previous to his entry into Caracas, 

a kind of tL''^"-^£hi'J.Jl-lLl^"l'14ir.^P^rg<*i ^^"^ which ilje.Horoan 
Gsnnila used, on returning Irom a campaign, after an important 
victory. Their's was drawn by horses; but Bolivar's car wasj 
drawn by twelve fine young ladies, very elegantly dressed in w^hile, 
adonied with the natioiial colors, and all elected firom the first 
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fBmilles in Caracas. They drew liirn, in about half an liour, from 
the entrance of the city to his residence; he, standing on tlie car, 
bare-headed, and in tnll unirorni, wiili a small wand of command 
in his hand. To do this, was surely extraordinary on their part; 
to snlFcr it, was surely much more so on his. M^my thousands 
were eye witnesses of the scene. To iheui 1 appeal for the truth 
of tUs account of it. 

The enthusiasm of the inhabitants of Caracas lasted but a short 
time. Bolivar, inflated with his sudden successes, assumed, in the 
capital, after a few day^, the title of " Dic tator and Libera tor of 
Ae westernjiiwinces^ of_Vene^^^ in emulation of Gen. Ma- 
rine, who had taken the title of "Dicta^ir f)f the Eastern Provin- 
ces." The denominaticn of Eastern and Western, arises from the 
geographical situation of the proviuees ofCinnana and Barcelona, 
which lie east from Caracas, of wlm h jMurino was entire master. 
Bolivar crave the name of "liheraiiag army" to all those troopi 
which ( aiuo with him ; and established an order of knightliood, 
called " the order of tlie Liberator," which exists to the present 
day, with this alteration, that the ismgular, del Libertador,** has 
been changed into la ocden de los Libertadores" in the plural. 
He established a choice corps of troops, called his body guard, 
expressly and exclusively destined to his personal service, named 
to it a 2:reat many officers of the staff and others, and was soon 
surrounded with flatterers and sycophants. 

Various tnie friends of liberty, and of the Dictator's ^\ory, ad- 
vised him to assenilile a Congress, and to establish a representnfive 
govj'nitnent, hke that (if die tirst congress 'at Caracas. Among 
them was the late admiral of Colombia, Loui-, Jirioij,who died at 
tlie island of Curacao. 1 might mention various othes. Bolivar 
answered them that he wished to consider tliis advice, but that it 
would be inconvenient, for the present, to assemble a congress. 

Meanwhile he organised his government, in which he united in 
himself, the three powers, legislative, executive, and judicial; in 
virtue of which, he became absolute ma^er of the liberQ^, prop- 
erty and lives of his countrymen. He named to offices, those 
who could flatter him most. This dictatorship was nothing more 
nor less than an absolute, desj)otic, military government. 

The eight beautilul j>ro\ inc( s of Venezuela, were now divided 
between three military chieftains, viz. Ceu. iNIonteverde, com- 
mander in chief of the Spanish forces which occujiied the prov- 
inces of Guayana, Maracaybo, and Coro j Gen. Bolivar dictator 
m the provinces of Caracas, Barinas, and Margarita ; and Gen. 
Marino, dictator in those of Cumaoa and Barcelona. 

Each of 'these chieitains had his.govenior9, generals, command- 
andantSt civil and militaty officers, and troops ; who all lived, 
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at the expense of tlie inhabitants. Each of them raised, armed^ 

organized and equiped troops; issued proclamations, manifestos, 
and decrees. These bulletins were often <n inflated and involved, 
that it was extremrlv difliruli to asceriaiii ilioir meaninc: ; nnd 
what was worse blill, tin y iVcqutntly interfered wiUi each other, in- 
soiiUK li tliai it was impossible to decide which oiigiit to be obeyed. 
To day, a cit} , town, or village, was occupied by troops of one of 
these chieftains ; to morrow, by those of another. The subaUeras 
and toldiers were, of course, roasters of the inhabitants ; and they 
ordered immediate supplies of money, provisions, and all other 
necesseries. There were no laws, no regulations, no order : bayo- 
nets, and the caprices of each Uttlc armed band of soldiers, so rnli- 
ed, were, for Uie time, rulers of the citizens. A stronger hand 
drove them out, and new vexations, new demands, new provisions, 
were the order of die day. This annrrhr roiulrrcd the inhabit- 
ants ot' Venezuela so mi'^ernhle, and so (loubtriil on wiiich of these 
governments to rely, that many of the iiio-t di-^linscuished natives 
realized wlial they couiil oi iln'ir fornaies, and embarked with ir 
families, in search of another couiury, where security of person and 
property could be found. The tJnited States of America, and 
the West India Islands received man}' thousands of tliera. 

It is a curious and astonishing proof of the imhe^ility of gener - 
iJ Bolivar's c haracter, (of which I shall give more \hanone proof) 
that, powerful as lie then was, he sullered a young, inexperienced 
and ignorant individual, San Yago Marino, to raise liimself to be 
his rival, when he might have brought him to act under liis orders. 
This Eastern Dletatorship was nothinic Init a division of tlie territo- 
ry of llie republic of Venezuela, as already establi>!K'(i by the con- 
gress assembled at Caracas, in 181 1. The provuK i s of Cumana 
and Barcelona, then made an integral part of iti> territory, had been 
always governed by Uie first congress, like tlie other provinces of 
Venezuela, (except Guayana, Coro, and Maracaybo) and ought 
never to have been separated from them. This division of power* 
this rivalry between the two dictators, had the worst effects upon 
die welfare of the inhabitants, and upon the righteous cause of lib- 
erty. It lessened, considerably, the strength of each, and increase 
ed the pow^er of tin enemy. It was the cause of tlie extraordin- 
ary duration of the war ; and the loss of the lives of so many human 
beines more. 

When the inhabitants of tlie other provinces heard of general 
Bolivar's arrival at Caraeas, a new lioi)e arose for their deliverance 
and freedom, and numerous volunteers, from ail quarters and 
corners, came to offer tlicir services to. the new dictator. 

The funds found in die royal treasury, and those voluntarily of 
fered, tmited to the revenues, should have been sufficient to 
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organise these voIiiQteers into corps, and to discipline diem, so 
chat Uiey should have been able to expel dieir discouraged and 
diminished oppressors, from dieir territory forever. If general 
Bolivar had possessed common talents in the arts of war, and for 
civil government; nay, if he would have followed the advice of 
able and experienced men, it would liave been an easy task, in the 
space of tiirec niondis, to finish tliis bloody war, and give Ireedom 
apd linppine^s to his unfortunate countrymen. 

^ In the rnonlh of Anc;ust, 1813, i^olivar wasjfar jnoi£L4)aiveriul 
than any sovcreig i liou livi ng in ilic world, in proportion to the 
country, and the resources of the people. Both sexes, of every 
color and description, (and aniong tliein many Spaniards, Islenos, 
monks and priests) were anxious to assist him, who, so solemnly 
promised them freedom and prosperity. The enthusiasm of the 
times, spread its sacred light through the whole country; it awak- 
ened the indolent inhabitants of those immen?e steppes and plains, 
known under the name of tlie Llaticros, who, afterwards, so singu- 
larly distinguished themselves under the orders of Paez, Sedeno, 
Jarasa, Roxas, Monagas, and otliers. Money, merchandise, hors- 
es, mules, cattle ; even jewel?, pearls, diamonds, golden chains, 
and oliier ornaments nf the lair sex, were oirered, with the kind- 
est readiness, to l^uhvar, to assist iiini in his glorious enterprise. 

Nothing, therefore, was wanting but abihly to unue, classify and 
direct tliese vast materials and resources, and skill and inclination 
to surround himself nith men of probity, experience, knowledge, 
talents and prudence. To them he might have confided the di- 
rection of the different and complicated branches of his new gov- 
ernment. All these they would have simplified, establishing the 
. strictest economy in each department. The most successful, the 
most hrilliant results, would have been obtained, and Bolivar him- 
self would linve deserved to be compared with Wqshin^tun. 

But to the great detriment of his country and the cause of free- 
dom, Boliv^ir r ^ jec tpd ndvirf> nf the friends nf rational liberty. 
Tiicy advised him to a course of prudence and to the enactinjj of 
wise laws, and for the purpose of introducing economy and ui der 
into his new government. He formed a government of his own, 
such as it was. It consisted of four secretaries of state, one at the 
head of each of the departments, of the interior, of jusdce and 
mercy, or pardon, \dt jusiteia y gracia] of the finances and of 
war. All received their orders and instructions directly from the 
dictator, with whom they wrote in his cabinet, when he had the 
leisure and pleasure to receive them. Every thing was submitted 
entirely to him, and his decision rendered a peiSODtbe most foTtU- 
^uate, or the most wretched being. 
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He alone directed all military operations, by sea and land ; is- 
sued prorlnmntions, and mndo rririilations and laws. He united 
in hiniseir all tlir powt'is and attributes ot an absolute and despotic 
5overeii:ii. Ai!m mis tor his authority, lie never suffered another 
to decide in any c ase. Wishinc; to do all hiuisuU, he confused 
every thing, for every thing wub done in a hurry. Moreover, lio- 
livar, like most of his countrymen, loved ease and his pleasures, 
better than exertion. His uivorite occupations were, being in the 
coui[)any of bis numerous mistresses, and lying in his hammoclE 
surromided by bis flatterers. They amused hun with their stories, 
and theii satirical and witty sallies, on absent persons who had 
had the mislortune to displease the <ru tator. The most importaDt 
business w^as placed and left in the hands of these flatterers, par- 
ticularly of Sei^noritn Josephine M., his acknowledged mistress, 
who had the grean st iiilluence over liim, and wlio was extremely 
intrig^ueingj and \ iiuiieiive. 1 have seen her more than an hundred 
times, and nui>t confess that I could hardly account for the dicta- 
tor's predileetiou for her. It lasted, however, uuiil 1619. 

Those occupations consumed much of his time ; the remamder 
was spent in riding out and in business. Each of his secretaries 
of departments made to him a summary report of what had been 
transacted in his office, and also a summary proposal of what ought 
10 be done. In one word, he \\ i^Iicd to imitate Napoleon Bona- 
parte, and was highly j)leased when Charles Souhlette told him, 
m my hearinc:, at Campano, in May, 1816, that he was the Napo- 
leon of South AuKTica. 

Bolivar's manner of governing was very prejudiria! in its con- 
secjuences. Its defects were soon felt in the army, in the navy, 
in every branch of the puhlie administration. The publie revenues 
were insufficient, and tlie want of money was felt every where.— 
The dictator had expended large sums upon his mistresses and 
his flatterers ; other large sums were employed in the purchase of 
arms^ amunitton and warlike stores from abroad. But a great part 
was spent upon the companions, flatterers, or relations of the 
dictator. They toolc the money, departed, and returned no more. 

Tliis want o\' money was not easily supplied. The measures 
adopted by tlie dictator to procure money, were a greater evil than 
llie want of it. These measures ju-tly made him many enemies. 
Amongst other'-, may he ( ited tlie extraordinary taxes, arbitrarily 
laid upon individuals designated by him, and. demanded at his 
pleasure without order or system. Souie one, for example, told 
him that Don N. had simis of money concealed, or that he was an 
enemy to the common cause. Bolivar immediately sent a detach- 
ment of his body guards, in the night, to the house of N. They 
surrounded it, and, in the name of the dictator, penetrated sudden- 
7 
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ly to his bed cliambcr, where tiic ofiircr notified liim that his master 
wanted money, and named a sum to ]>c civen into the hands of the 
ofiieer. At nnolher time, the sum demanded, was required lo he 
paid \siiliiii a (xiUiin iiuuiber of days. It Ur- luliabiiani, loi what- 
ever reason, did not comply, he was put into prison, and harshly 
treated, until, by the help of friends, or m some other way, he 
tained the means of complying with the demands of the dictator. 

When the impartial reader recollects what happened at Laguira 
and Caracas, in April and 3[ay, 1827, upon the seizure of some 
Anieriran merchants, that they were put into prison because they 
would not pav an extraordinary tax nnposcd upon them by the 
president Liberator, although they alleged that the government 
owed them a much larccr sum which they had advanced, for which 
they held treasury ohligaiions, f vales) and that Bolivar refused 
these, and persisted in deitjanilini; ilieir cash ; he will not he sur- 
prised on hearing what the same Bolivar did in 1813, at Caracas. 

Were I to relate all that happened during the twelve months of 
the dictatorship of Simon Bolivar, I should form another large 
volume. It will suffice to say, that the anarchy of Monteverde 
gave way to another anarchy more insupportable to the inhabitants 
of Venezuela, because they expected from their countryman any 
thing but what he actually brought upon them. 

In Aucust, ISlf?, the dictator sent a body of troops, under the 
command of colonel Giraldat, to besiec^e the castle of Porto Ca- 
bello, the same whirh he himself, as its governor, had deserted a 
year before. General Monteverde, after his defeat at Maturin, had 
shut hhnself up in this place, and he was again licieaied by general 
Ribas, at Lostaguanes. He was greatly embittered against the 
dictator Bolivar, whom he had so kmdly received, and so strongly 
protected, after the active pan he had taken in the arrest of gen- 
eral Miranda. Monteverde not only gave a passport to Bofivar 
and his cousin Ribas, but recommended him surongly to a mer- 
chant of Curacao (Mr. Fr. L , ) who was ready to sail; being 
fnllv persuaded that Rolivar would retire and take no further active 
part in this war, he said publicly, that he had been betrayed by the 
dictator, and would have nothing more to do with him. In truth, 
Monteverde never would treat with Bolivar afterwards : but twice 
sent back his negociators without admitting them, or tlieir letters, 
into his presence. 

The mhabttants of Porto Cabelb, were exceedingly exasperated 
against Bolivar, on account of his deserting that fortress, while m 
command of it, and learning that he bad sent a strong body of 
troops to force them to surrender, they made every effort in their 
power to resist htm. They first set an example of resistance lo 
the garrison, by organizing and arming themselves at their own ex- 
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sense, and by openly declaring that they would make every sacri- 
fice in their power, before they would submit to be placed agam 
under the power of that commander. 

The dictator, apprised of what passed in the interior of the 
place, gave orders to blockade it by sea and land. But \hr -^finad- 
ron CQukI not intercept the five transports from Cadiz with 1500 
chosen tr oj s, under the command ol colonel Salomon, besides a 
^eat supply of arms, amuiuiution and other warlike stores. 

BelioMre the arrival of this convoy at Porto Cabello, it directed 
its edorse towards Laguira, which its commander supposed to be 
stiD in the possession of the Spaniards ; but general Ribas had 
taken it some time before. He had only 400 men, and these 
poorly equiped and disciplined. He was a skilful, brave and ac- 
tive man. When the squadron was descried, he truly supposed 
them to be Sj)ani>h vessels, and immediately ordered the Venezu- 
elan, to be exchant^ed for the Spanish colors. This conviiirrd 
the squadron that the place remained under the power of Spain. 
It approached and anchored about half a gun shot from the bat- 
teries of Laguira. The proper dispositions were made to land 
tlie troops, which consisted of the fine strong regiment of La Gre- 
nada, commanded by colonel Salomon, and of some artillerists. 

Ribas meanwhile had disposed every thing so to receive them 
as to destroys with one blowt tlie hopes of the enemy. He set at 
liberty some Spanish officers who bad been made prisoners of war ; 
and, among tliem, the former governor of Lnguira, Don Felix 
Marmon. These he compelled to put themselves in fuU uniform. 
Ribas then made a sliort and ener[;etic speech to his own troops, 
who were rr!.^litcned and discouraged by their situation, and be- 
lieved they shoiiUi all be taken and lost. This speech inspired 
them with conhdence, and every one repaired with spirit to his 
post. Moreover, Ribas, having with hiai an intelligent, cunning 
Isleno, named Don Jose Antonio Maloni, as soon as tlie squadron 
had weighed anchor, he sent this man on board, promising him 
great rewards in case of his fideliiy , and the success of his strata- 
gem. He instructed Maloni to present himself before the Spanish 
commodore, as the secretary oi the Spanidi governor, Marmon, 
and to invite him and his principal officers, to do his master the 
honor of comhig on shore, and partaking of a dinner prepared for 
them, where the governor was anxious to receive liis 'i^ood 
friends and companions in arms. The commodore on hearing tlie 
name of Marmon, was highly pleased to find that his 8;ood old ac- 
quaintance was on shore; and gave the necessary orders to put 
out the long boat. Meanwhile, colonel Salomon came on deck, 
and examined the place, (Laguira,^ with hissp^ glass. He won- 
dered at seeing so few people on tne quay and m the streets, as he 
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had been told by some officers on board, that this port vms crowd- 
ed vi'th busy people. He conirnunientod liis observations to the 
coniinodore, and advised him to take the preeaiition of first send- 
ing some ofijcers on shore, ^viio mi^iii ascertain the true stale of 
tlie place, ond return immediately and report it to him. The com- 
modore followed the advice. 

When Ribas saw the boat approaching, he sent the commandant 
Mannon dressed m full uDiforra, upon the quay, to receive his 
couttymen. He had instructed Marmon how to act» and what to 
say to the strangers, and had assured him of instant death in ease 
of his deviatton. He also dressed a number of his own ofhcers, 
on whom he could rely, in Spanish uniforms, belonging to the offi- 
cers who were his prisoners of war, and sent them to aecompany 
Marmon, as a kind of slatf. He gave them particular orders lo 
watch liis movements, and to kill him, upon the leabl suspicions 
action or si^n ; and, with tlit-se orders, be took care to accpiaint 
Marmon. The boat arrived at Uie quay, but none of the ullicers 
landed, notwithstanding ihe reiterated and pressing inrntations of 
Marmon to them, to come on shore, where he said a good dinner 
waited for them at hit house, and that he would send Am long boat 
on board the conmiodore, and bring him to join tlie party* The 
officers replied, only by desiring the commander's order, to take 
him on board the commodore, who would be very glad to see him. 
After some other conversations from among the crowd assem- 
bled, voices were lieard to say "It is a treachery!" The otfircrs 
pulled instantly i'vom the quay, and arrived in great consternauon, 
on board the coniiiiuilore. to whom they made their report. The 
batteries of the place, luid tlic surrouading, lurts, previously pre- 
pared for action by general Ribas, now opened a heavy fire upon 
the squadron, which greatly damaged their vessels, and killed 
about 200 of their men* 

In one of the sorties of the garrison of Porto Cabello, colonel 
Giraldat, commander of the patriots, was killed by a musket shot. 
His death spread such terror among his remaining troops, that 
tliey hastily raised the seige, leaving behiad them, their artiUeiy, 
ammunition, baggage, &ic. 

Considering the death of colonel Giraldat as an ordinar}' occur- 
rence of war, every one was surprised, when ibe dictator BoUvar, 
ordered extraordinary funeral services to be performed in honor of 
him. Many songs (which exist at die present day) were composed 
in honor of Giraldat, representing him as a most eztraoroinary 
hero. 

Monteverde gpve the regiment of Grenada some days rest, after 
its arrival at Porto Cabello. Col. Salomon, on learning the origin 
of the usurped power and grandeur of Monteverde, became jeal- 
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oas and ofifended ngnlnst a commander whom he considered far 
inferior to himself. This had fatal consequences, for the Span* 
iards in Venezuela. When Monteverde ordered Salomon to put 

his regiment in readiness to join him, thnt thoy mii^lit march 
their united troops attains! Bolivar nnd Urdaneia, who were 
posted at Valencia, Salomon reluscd to irivc iiim a mnn iVoin the 
corps under his immediate romiiiaiid, iiiid liecIiiriMl publicly that 
Monteverde was not wortJiy to give hiui any order. And such 
was tlie weakness of Monteverde^s character, tiiat, instead of pun- 
islung him, he condescended in the kindest and humblest manner^ 
to breech him that he would be so good, at least, as to follow 
with his regiment. Salomon consented, but, as we shall see, front 
that time, more heartily despised him. 

Monteverde took from his garrison 500 very badly armed and 
disciplined militia men, and marched them, by the rond of Agua 
Caiiente, towards V^aleneia. He was foUowrd hy SnI()mon*s regi- 
ment, about 1300 strong, upon which he relied (utiiely. He ad- 
vanced to Naguanns^Tia, a small vtllas^e not two leairues distant 
from V aleucia, widioui tiie least rencontre j hut vvidioui any care 
whether he was followed by colonel Salomon or not. The dicta- 
tor, apprised of the approach of the enemy, gave order immedi- 
ately to evacuate, where he was with the strong division of gener- 
al Urdaneta, and to retire toward the defiles of La Cabrera. Diere 
he entrenched himself. He ordered this hasty retreat, believing 
that all the forces from Porto Cahcllo were coming together upon 
him. But no sooner was he apprised with rmaintv, that it was 
.Monteverde with no more than 500 militia men, and that die rcLri- 
luent of Grenatla was yet remaining very quiet at Agua Cahetiie, 
seven leagues distant irom Naguanagua, tiuui he came back and 

tave orders to attack Monteverde. The latter not only resisted a 
>rce three times as strong as his own, but began to repulse them. 
Bolivar was, as usual, at some distance behind, and could not 
therefore rally his troops. But general Urdaneta, putting himself 
at the head of his division, attacked and routed the enemy. Mon- 
teverde received a musket ^hot in die neck, which fractured his 
jaw, and in part can<?ed the lo<s of die action. The Spanish gen- 
eral retreated, with the remainder of Ills troops, towards Porto 
Cabrllo. 

Bolivar and Urdaneta, now mnrchud upon ihe rt i^iinenl of 
Grenada, which Uiey eiicoiialcreil in a place too narrow to admit 
the display of the whole force, on eidicr side. The Spaniards, 
after some exchange of musketry, drove the patriots back ; but 
Salomon, instead of pursuing his advantage, ordered a retreat. — 
He entered Porto Cabello, with his regiment, on the 5th October; 
and received the well deserved reproaches of Monteverde. The 
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latter, being unable any longer to commnnd the formeri being next 
in rank, look command of the Spanish army. 

Several otlier actions were fouglit, wiiicli cost many lives on 
both bitles, withoul any important result. Bolivar being inlornied 
that Monteverde no lonscer eoinmauded in J'oi io Cabello, sent a 
new negotiator to colonel Salomon. He chose for tliis military 
commission, Don Salvador Gauia, a priest. After the usual for- 
malities, tiie priest was introduced before the council of war, which 
assembled for the purpose. He began a \qio% sermon, as if he had 
been in the pulpilt. What are you doing gentlemen said he, 

would it not be better for you to surrender, and to live m peace 
and quietness, than to expose yourselves to the horrors of a siege, 
during whieli. vou wouM l^nve io stnicrtrle ajcainst hunrror and all 
kinds of miacry," ike. i^^e. A\ ijo woulfl }kiv{^ iinaLMned that such 
a singular and ridiculous speeeli, deliv etcti lo soldiers, would have 
made such an iiii|n f^-^inn upon tlie olllcers present, as to gain three 
fourths of them in lavui of die proposal to capitulated But, one 
present, wiio was commander of the militia, and a merchant at 
Porto Cabello, was so shocked with the thought of capitulatiofl, 
that he rose from his seat, and spoke vehemently against it. He 
ended his speech by saying, that those who were afraid to defend 
the place, might go whithersoever they pleased to go.'^ He brought 
over the majority to his opinion, and the proposal of the Dictator 
was rejected. The clerg}'man thought proper to remain, and left 
Bolivar and his cause, and embarked, afterwards, with general 
Wonteverde, for die island of Curacao. 

The patriots, after having defeated Uie Spanish forces under 
Ceviillos and Yanes, directed their attention ai;aiiist Hoves, who 
had considerably augmented his forces. Since he received die 
authority of general Cagigal, to raise a separate corps, without 
liroithig its number, he had assembled a great many slaves, and 
colored vagabonds, had opened prisons, and other places of con* 
finement, had armed tin in, as well as he could, and had organ- 
ized them in bodies of different arms. It was a confused assem- 
blage of vagabonds and criminals of every description, who engaged 
themselves in die hope of plund* r : in the prospect of committing 
every possible crime widi impunity. Morales was the seennfi in 
command of these troops, which afterwards increased to 6000 
men, and wliieli ilie Spaniards tlieinselves connnmily designated 
by tlie name of {la divisma infcnmlc) die infernal division. These 
two chiefs, wiUi dieir subaltern commanders, Puy, Rosette, Mar- 
hado, and others, in all their marches, constantly left traces of 
bk)od, and of the most barbarous cruelties, of which I will relate 
some shocking instances, in their proper places. 
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When Boves left eeneral Cagigal before Maturin, he retired to 

CalabezOi whither Marino went with 1000 men to attack and sur- 
prise him ; confident of destroying this new enemy. But Boves» 
with his 500 men, not only repulsed him, but routed him after a 
short coriMicl, on llic 13th December, 1S13. 

}^oves now took vciy active meii'^nn's to augment liis forces. 
He levied lieavy t;ixes, and extraordinary contributions upon tiie 
inhabitants of ilie sunoundinfi; countries, ihreateiiinii; them with fire 
and sword, in cnsc of refusal to pay them. He acted as if he liad 
been absolute master and commander in chief. He took no ad- 
rice. He entirely disregarded the authority of Monteverde, 
whom he considered as a usurper, and despised as a weak man. 
He organised a great number of guerillas, which procured htm 
money, men, horses and mules ; and began hb operations by at- 
lickiog Camacagua, where he made some prisoners. He marched 
upon Vittoria, Rosette, Mumara, and the town of Chaguaramas, 
where tie routed the cp.i'iuv. 

Hf acrain established his liend quarters at Calabazo, wbrnre he 
sent out different parties, uliich lock possession uf the posUious of 
Charaguave, in the neighborhood of Caracas. 



CHAFTKR VU. 

Discontent of the inhabitants of Venezuela tviih the Dictatorial 
Government — Convention Iield at Caracas — SAirmish of Flora 
'^Execution of 1200 Spaniards by order of BoUvar^-^cUon 
€f San Mateo^^Sending of Deputiet to London by order of the* 
Dictator— Victory of the Patrwtt. 1813—14. 

The rapid and unexpected success of Boves, and his sudden 
appearance in the neighborhood of tlie capital of Caracas, the in- 
surrection of various to\\Tis and places of the interior not distant 
from Caracas, in favor of the S[)aniards, the vexations of the 
agcnf; of die dictator, and his arbitrary measures, by which the 
public misery increased daily, made a very unfavorable impres- 
sion on tlie minds of the Caras^uins. The majority loudly imputed 
tile fault to die dictator. Bolivar. They accused him of establish- 
ing a military and dcspouc government, putting the finances into 
the greatest disorder, neglecting to organize and discipline the 
troops, which were in a miserable condition, of having constantly 
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opposed the fonoatioii of a Congress, of uniting and zealously re- 
taing the tliree powers in lumseli, in spite of the advice of the true 
friends of liberty. 

They comphuned that he acted as a sovereifrn and absolute 
master, in following no other law than his own will, and many 
limes his caprice. The lair sex, and particularly his favorite mis- 
tress, Scgnorita Josephine Ma , commonly called Segnorita 

Pcpa, had the greatest influence in many nominations. Many 
young men, relations and fiiends of these female favorites^ and 
who had no other merit, obtamed grades in the army, and lucra- 
tive offices, in preference to others. One of lliem, Charles Sou- 
blette, had, as I was assured, risen in a very brilliant and rapid 
career. 

The dictator was soon apprised of the general dissatisfaction, 
and pLTct'iving his dclirnto sitnntlon, he followed tlie advice of 
some friends in asseinblmi; a kind ofjunta, composed of the most 
influential inhabilanls of Caracas, which was held in tlie euiivent 
of San i raiicisco, in the capital, January l5.t, 1814. His inten- 
tions were to soothe the spirit of discontent, by appearing to com^ 
ply with the eeneral wisli, by establishing a congress, and by 
rendering a iavorable account of his administration during the 
dictator^ip. He appeared on the 1st of January, 1814, in this 
well attended assembly, surrounded by a numerous and briUiant 
retinue of his officers, the secretaries of state, war, and justice, and 
followed by a strong body guard. Tlie square before the con- 
vent, and die streets through which he had to pass, were occupied 
by the troops. The three secretaries read long memoirs, in vvliich 
each one gave an account of the transactions of his dcpaitrnent. 
After this, tiie dictator, placed upon an elevated araiud tixun, 
rose and spoke as follows. 

^* Citisens, The hatred vowed to tyranny caused my departure 
lix>m Venezuela, when I perceived my countrv a second time in 
chains; and the love of hberty called me back from the distant 
bankaof the Magdalena. I have overcome all obstacles which op* 
posed my march to liberate my country from the cni#lties and hor- 
rors of the Spaniards. My efforts have succeeded ; ,tbe colossal 
power of the enemy has been destroyed, &c. 

" I have consented to accept and keep the supreme power, in 
order to save you from anarcliy, and to destroy die enemies who 
would have supported the party of tyranny. I have given you 
laws; 1 have organized an achmiiistration for justice and the finan- 
ces ; finally, I have given you a government* 

Citizens, I am not the sovereign ; your representatives will 
give you laws. The revenues of the govermnent are not the 
property of those who govern you* Judge now, yourselves, and 
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witliout partiality, if I have sought the power to elevate myself 
above you, or if I have jot sacrificed my life, my soul, every mipute 
of my time^ to constitute you i nation, to augment your means, or 
rather to create them.'* 

" I now aspire to transmit this power to the representatives 
which yon will c hoose, and I am convinced, citizens, that you will 

rive rac leave to rcsisjn an office which many among you are com- 
peienl to occupy ; aiiti iny only request is, that von will leave me 
liie only honor to wliich I aspire, ihat of conimuiiig to combat 
your cMoinies; then 1 will never rest until i see hberty established 
in ray couniry.** 

lliis speech was greatly applauded, and various motions were 
made. In one, the orator proposed to erect s statue to the dicta- 
tor, which he had t!ie good sense posiuvely to decline. But 
another, Don Hurtado de Mendoza, the same who was lately sent 
by the president-liberator, minister plenipotentiary to London, and 
who, in May, 1928, was arrested at Kingston, in the island of Ja- 
maica, for a debt, contracted in London, of £3000 sterlinci;, and 
was released npoti hail. This person niaHc a Ions speech, exert- 
ing; hiinsell to prove the ntressifij of Icnriuii (he. .supnme power in 
the hands of general Bolivar, until the congress of New Grenada 
could meet, and the two great provinces, the latter, arid Venezuela 
be united under one i^ovemroent. 

This proposal in durect opposition to the sentiments of the at* 
sembly, was, nevertheless, adopted, because no one dared to op- 
pose it, in the presence of the dietatar^ and his powerful retinue. 
Bolivar was therefore confirmed dictator of the western part of 
Venezuela, and nothing further was ever mentioned of the convo- 
cation of a congress, nor of any change in the present govern- 
ment. 

I have translated a great part of the speech ot [leral Bolivar, 
for Uh; purpose of makina: a short comment. Thi^, like the great- 
er part of his speeches und pioclamaiionsj contains tiie same sen- 
timents, and about, the same protestauons ; all are filled with high 
phrases of devotion to the cause of liberty, and of love and attach- 
ment to his country, of profound submission to the wiU of the 
people, and above all, of a desire to resign his office, and to enter 
into the common class of simple citizens. From IS 14, until the 
present day, (Jul)' 1828,) he has offered his resignation on every 
occasion. But in fact, general Bolivar has never ceosed to pos- 
sess the supreme power. A man who firmly resolves to resign 
power, is always able to do it. What did general VVashington? 
and what has the present hberator done from 1812, to the present 
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Some well informed persons are confident that Bolivar, through 
some friends, suggested to Don Hurtado the idea of making tUs 
proposal, in diat assembly, for the purpose of sounding public opin- 
ion. If we compare thb fact with wnat has happened in Angoa- 
turn, in Lima, in Bogota, in Cartliagena, and now in Ocana, the 
ground of such confidence will be by no means doubted. Gen- 
eral Bolixar b his last message to the national convention, assem- 
bled at Ocana, in the pvovinre of Cartlinijena, containin!; four 
closely printed columns of the Gazetii del Ciobierno, dated Bo- 
gota, February 29th, 1828, speaks muvU more plainly, and iiivos 
us to understand that the miliiary jxnver is the support of eivil 
society. He calls the members of the assembly, tlie legitimate 
representatives of Colombia, delegates from the people, " that 
flovereign authority of which be is the subject and soldier, and 
resigns into their bands the maee of the president, and the sword 
of the general." He draws a most appalling picture of the disor- 
der, and dangers of the republic. The main suggestions of the 
message, are, that rights and selfish interests were alone heeded, 
but duties forgotten ; thai the public credit was threaten* d with 
utter niin ; that the iioverimient was f -^'Mitially ill conslilutcd, all 
power being eoneenirated in the legii^iature ; that the right of suf- 
frage, was too cheap, and too much diffused; that ilie juiis- 
diction ul eivil autliority in ntilitary cases ought to be no longer 
tolerated ; that the want oi a general system of police pro- 
duced great confusion, and the grossest abuses ; that the spurtt of 
the army was sensihly deteriorated, owing partly to its subjection 
to the civil tribunals, whose doctrines are fatal to the strict disci- 
pline, the passive submission and bhnd obedience, which form the 
basis of military powfr, the support of (he whole society ; that 
subordination and discipline had heen erently relaxed too, by the 
obloquy which was cast upon the head of the party by the writings 
of subalterns, and by tlie application of political principles to the 
niiliiary law, or police ; that the army did not rcctive half its pny ; 
that all die public officers, except those of the treasury, had suf- 
fered the greatest misery and distress ; that Colombia could not 
expect to lie regarded or valued by foreign states, unless her in- 
temal affiurs were well managed — in short, that a newdestribatioo 
of power, inexorable laws, were imperatively demanded ; that a 
Mironger executive w tjidispentabh $ a 6rm, vigorous, and just gov- 
ernment is the cry of the countiy. The hberator finishes this 
long message by represendn": himself as a simple cilizen, no long- 
er distinct from the nndtitnde, uin\ imfilfu in.; from the convonTion 
a system under which the laws shuuid be obeyed, (he magtsuaie 
respected, and the people free. 



Digitized by Google 



MEMOIBS OP BOLIYAR, 



69 



We see in this n mnrkable and charactPristic document, the se- 
cret wislies of ihp pu Mili tu liberator, expressed in very clear and 
distinct lerins. lim lo reiura to Caracas. 

The dictatorial power was, in consequence of Hurtado's propo- 
sal, eoDitoued for the government of those provinces of Venezu* 
da io the power of Bolivar and Marino. Meanwhile the Span- 
. iards gained more ground and greater forces. Among the latter, 
Boves was most formidable, in regard to his skill, l]is activity and 
audacity. Boves departed, February 1st, with 600 infantry, and 
1500 horse, from Calabezo, surprised ibc advance f^iiard of the 
patriots at Flores, and put every one of them to the sword. He 
m;irrlied afterwards against the corps of general Campo Elias, 
posted near the village of San Juan de los Morros, routed him, 
and killed all the prisoners. Boves was wounded, and forced to 
establish bis head quarters in the city of La Vila del Cura. He 
detached from thence two columns, one under the command of 
captam Rosette, and the other under Morales, with orders to 
march upon the city of Caracas. 

ThB inhabitants of this capital, alarmed at the approach ot the 
enemy, raised in the greatest haste, 1000 men, entrusted them 
with the defence of the city, and gave them two field pieces. 

The Spanish division, tinder Yanes, benten on tlie 5tb Decem- 
ber at Araura, w.i< lolally routed. He retired to Nutrias, and 
from thence to San Fernando de Apure, where l)e rec ruited quick- 
ly, so as to be e iahled to take the field. He attacked the city of 
Ospino on the 2d of February, and in the midstof the action, a re- 
pooliean column returning from Jugute, attacked suddenly his right 
flank ;^Yanes came up in support of this wing with a company of 
earbiniers, and received two musket balls, which killed him. The 
Spaniards came in disorder, but Calzada took the command, 
rallied them, attacked the enemy, and forced its retreat. 

Calzada established his head (juarters, tlie I9ih, at Araura. Col. 
Cevallos marched, February 3d, towards Morituco, arrived March 
7th at Tacaraqua, and on tlu Oih surprised the enemy before Bar- 
quismeto, under the romnunul of general Urdaneta, and colonel 
Villapol. They fought bravely, but their position having been 
turned by the regiment of New Grenada, they were beaten, with 
the toes of about iSOO men. Tiie Spaniards entered Barqutsmeto, 
where they committed many cruelties upon the remaining inhabit* 
ants ; Cevallos marcbed from thence towards Quibor and Tocuyo. 

The dictator Bolivar, having b' en informed that the Spanish 
chieftains, particularly Boves and Morales, had committed great 
cruelties wherever they passed, an<l had put to deatli prisoners, 
peaceable inhabitants, nay even women and children, and all who 
appeared to them not attached to tiieir cause, ordered the arrest of 
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all the Spaniards and Islenos settled at Caracas and T.agiiaira, and 
published tiie 8th of February, I S14, a manifesto, in which he 
anoouuced the arrest, and his ititention to put all tlicsu individuals, 
together with the SpeDiah^^risoiiers of war, to deaths as a retaliatkm 
for the victims who bad fallen by the cruely of the Spaniards. 
He announced the execution of this sentence to be at Caracas and 
Laguaira, the 14tb, 15tb, and 16th of February. 

This bioody sentence was effectuaUy executed upon 125dSpan- 
iards and Islenos, prisoners of war, merchants, and others, who 
had never taken arms a'^-nnst the dictator, and who were estabhsh- 
ed in Curacao and Ty i:: ! mi u. Of these, t>23 were shot at Caracas, 
atid 430 at Laguaira. These exeeiiiions lasted the three appouit- 
ed days, without any other trial or judcniont. The dictator would 
liear no represeulaiion, no entreaty. Nolliing could save iht^m. 
Amongst these vicums, were men unable to walk by reason of in- 
firmity, or age, many of them being 80 years old, and upwards. 
" They were put into an arm chair strongly tied, drawn to the place 
of execution and shot ! — Those who at that time lived at Caracas or 
in Laguaira, have assured me of this notorious fact. Jt can also be 
found in a printed manifesto, which the Spanish Junta ordered to 
be piiblislied, after the evacuation of Caracas l)y the diciatoi, (July 
181 1,) together with the details of this iiorrid butchery, and of 
some very pathetic scenes between these victims and their survi- 
ving families. 

Bovcs soon recovered from his wound, and on die 12th of Feb. 
attacked the patriots under Ribas, not far from Victoria, and was 
totally routed. In this bloody conflict, neither party kept any 
prisoners ; all were killed after the action. But Ribas, instead of 

mirsuing his advantage, and endeavoring to destroy die forces o f 
BoveSjleft the command of his troops to colonel Campo Elias, 
who remained quiet at Valencia, while the general returned to 

Caracas. Bolivar, observing with anxiety the rapid progress of 
the Spaniard*;, united at Valencia all his disposable lorces, and 
marched a;:ainst Hoves on the liithcl Feb. He marched townnis 
San Mateo, while a sujall sijuadron of armed boats and lransj)nii-, 
loaded with troops, were passine^ alon^ the shores of the beaiaiiul 
lake Valencia, to protect the plantations of tobacco, much of which 
was raised in this district. 

Boves having promptly rallied his routed troops, with the re- 
mainder of his division, marched to San Mateo to meet the dicta- 
tor, and while tlie latter was at his country seat, occupied all the 
surrounding hills. Boves expecting Bolivar to come and attack 
him, was disappointed. The dictator remained quiet in his head 
quarters. He tried to surprise Holivar, but wa*^ repelled. He 
DOW made a n»e de guerre, which succeeded. Ue tried to de- 
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ceive the patriots in the valley, by attacking their posts, which 
were soou sn[)[)orCed by the remainder of the troops. By feign- 
ing a retreat, he drew them into an ambush of a strong body of 

cavalry^ having black colors at the end of their lances, which fell 
suddenly, with loud cries, upon the rear and wings, while Boves 
assailed them in front. Very few of Bolivar's troops were able 
to e-^cnpe. The dictator and some of his ofiicors saved their Uvea 
by ilie speed ofilK ir horses. 

The dictator and iiis staff were just called to dinnrr, when the 
attack coinmeticed. A few hours after, Boves and liis officers 
entered, gaily, and sat down to tlie dinner prepared for the former. 
Boves, on leaving San Mateo, burned the house, and destroyed its 
appurtenances. The military operations, on both sides, were di- 
rected with so litde order, that continual changes took place in the 
occupation of cities and ground . No one could depend upon con- 
tinuing to possess even a small farm, far less a town or a province. 
Daily skirmishes took place, followed by cruelttes upon the de- 
fpdfeloss inhnfiitants, who vver«' tlnllv in danirorof hoinc; vexed or 
murdered. To relate all these little uciioiis, whirh ruined the 
country, without any henefil to either of ilie contcndiiii; j>;uties, 
would be inrrcasins: the pages of ihis limited work, wiiliout any 
advantage to the reader. I will, iherelore, relate here no trans- 
actions but those of the greatest interest. 

The Spaniards, whose forces increased rapidly, saw the neces- 
aitjr of having more union in their operations, and particularly of 
having a commander-in-chief. Monteverde having, in conse- 
quence of his wound, embarked from Porto Cabello, for the isl- 
and of Curacao, where he spent, during scvernl months, one hun- 
dred dollars diiiU , for the expense of iiis tahle. '^riiis fact alone,* 
affords coiivinriii.: )'trof)f of the v( \aiions and pluiider committed 
on the Main tlmini; the coiiimaiK' of Monteverde, who had been, 
as 1 have meiuioinui, a uuor and dcstimte suhahern. 

General Cagigul received his nomination as captain-general and 
commander-in-chief of the Spanish army, in April, captain-gener- 
al Milhuea having retired. He arrived from Angostura with a 
numerous rednue, at San Carlos, where Cevallos and Calzada 
were waiting for him with their troops. He took the command in 
chief, ordered large supplies of ammunition and other warlike stores 
from Porto Cabello, also 400 hnr r s from other parts of Venezu- 
ela, arid recruited a large number of men. 

Meanwhile, the dtrtntor made an attempt to gain the protection 
of the British government. Ou ilie 12th of May, he sent off the 
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colonels, Linodc Clemente, and John Robertson, for London, ia 
order to obtain lavorable trenties of coiiiinerce, and other supports. 
They embarked at Laguaira, in tlie English frigate Palma, the com- 
mander of which offered ihem passage. On llieir arrival at St, 
Thomas's, the Danbh governor refum to adnut them in their di- 
domatic character, and they returaed to Laguaira and Caracas. 
The dictator occupied with more important concerns, reUnquished 
the plan and thought of it no more. 

Laguiara, being l)esieged by a strong body of Bove*s troops, 
general Piar marched in support of the city. The besiegers were 
attnckcd, and routed with the loss of 400 men; and were com- 
pelled to raise the siege. 

The Gazeue Kxtraordioary of Caracas, published the 31st of 
May, 1814, stated that, 

" A general artillery salvo, fned at 8 o'clock this morning, an- 
nounced to the inhabitants, the brilKantand decisive victory gained 
by the republican army over the Spaniards, on the plains of Car> 
abozo. The following is the official account.** • 

have the satisfaction to inform your Excellency of the com- 
plete victory of our army over thnt of Spain, under the command 
of general Cagigal and colonel Cevallos, in this savannas of Cara- 
bozo, at six leagues distance from the city, (V^alencia.) Their 
troops have been totally destroyed, with little loss on our side. 
They left on the field of battle, all liieir artillery, munitions, bag- 
gage, a srreai many dead, JOOO, horses, all that had belonsjed to 
Uiem, colors, drums, arms, forges, isLc, included. The few re- 
maining soldiers jled in the woods, and were pursued on all sides. 
Sixty or seventy horsemen, with Cevallos, barely escaped ; our 
squadrons pursuing them with ardor, &cc. &c. 

(Signed) ANTONIO MUNOS TEBAR. 

Head Quarters at Valenaia,29th May, 1814.*' 

From this time, which was the yje phis ultra of the patriot 
achievements under the diciatorship, their star declined, and that 
of Spain once more gamed the ascendant. The misfortunes of 
the patriots were the natural resuh of the innetiviiy in which their 
leaders indtdged, who, instead of pursuing the (uivaniag^s they 

tained, and making every exertion to destroy the remnant of the 
panish forces, particularly by attacking Boves, relied too much 
on their partial successes, and gave the enemy time to recruit, and 
to supply aU their losses. 

Moreover, the dictator Bolivar had made himself many ene- 
mies by his haugh^ manner, his arbitrary conduct, aud his contra- 
dictory decress and regulations, given one day and revoked anoth- 
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er ; but especially by hanng never taken a single step towards 
convening a congres'?, and careiuily avoiding every occasion to 
comply wiili the wishes of a majority of the people. The still 
heavy, extraordinary t:i\es, and tlie forced contributions, paid from 
the beginning of his dictaiorbhip, w ere increased, to defray the pub- 
lic expenses ; commerce and iodustiy being greatly reduced by 
the heavy duties paid at the custom bouse ; and by the protracted 
war, in which the slaves were called to take arms, upon the prom- 
ise of their liberty . 

The army, if such a band of badly clothed, ill armed, and poor- 
ly disciplined men, can be so called, were neither regularly paid, 
fed, nor drilled. Those who belonc:rd to his staff and to his nu- 
merous body guard, were uiiich better trenifd than the rest. This 
created great jealousy and (hsaiFertion arnonj^ the (jthers. Tiio 
effect was, that when, some niunllis altcrwards, the Spaniards airaiii 
took possession of Caracas, Laguaira, \ alencia, iwe, thousands of 
these troops passed over to the Spanish army. 

During the inactivity oi Bolivar, the enemy had full time to re- 
pair his losses. Captain-general Cagigal was by no means a good 
mUStary officer, hut he was an excellent administrator, a good poli- 
tician, a man of great humanity and feeling, polite and popular^ 
and these qualities gained him many partizans. 

After his defeat, he retreated to San Carlos, and Ccvnllos 
to liarquisimeto ; at whieh })hices they both <'rn[>loycd their 
utmost exertions to rally tlieir scattered troops, remount their 
cavalry, &c. 

Such was the state of things in Venezuela, that in spite of dady 
fighting, nothing had been gained by the republicans, for want 
rf.ble ud skillfiil leaders, as wiU be shown in the feUowbg 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

JSoves — Battle of La Fucrta — Defeat and Jlirrht of the two Dieta- 
tors — Cararns ui fie power of the Sprrjjtard!? — RfJirar and 
J^hirino emfn^rk a! ('i.innrsfi — Their recepti'ni nt .MarL^nriiii and 
Carvpano — Tinw umial at Cfirthngf na — ,Mtntoh ju siifun- 
iive — Secret hiMortf of their conduct ai Cai ihas:ena — FhcUum 
and party spirit in this city — Particulars of what happened in 
the assembly of the le^isfativt bodtf at Carthagena — PertecMf 
tions nf the author* I'car 1814, 

Among all tlie Spanish enemies of the die tn tor, at that time, 

Boves was undoubtedly the most dani^erous ; the bravest and most 
powrrfiil. A short account of his lile and actions may, perhaps, 

be interesting, 

Josepli ''^lI()m:l^ Hovc^ was on.' of those j-inrti/.-m rliirft.iiii?, dis- 
tingui^Iied b) his activ it) , amlai ity, hiavci), skill and niK-iiv, which 
a lime of civil warraibcs fi oiu a low station, to ilie suuimii of pow- 
er, for tlie terror and the torment of tliose, who unlbrtunaiely fall 
within their reach. 

He was a Castilian hy birth, and of very low extractioo. He 
came to the Main before the revolution, as a seijeant of the ma- 
rine corps, and obtained the command of a gun boat, employed in 
watchin<: the ron-t, to prevent fraud u(>on the customs. Instead of 
seizin'j^ llif sinuggleis, lir wns irninfMl ovrr, and'proK^rfcd them ; and 
beinj^ (Icfecifd and dt'iioimccd, ho was ca-linTt (!, and punished 
willi some uioiuhs confinvuM iu. Hr liad acijuircd -nme money, 
and had began to be a pcdlur, travelling from the plaii^^ to the 
capital, and back to the plains ; and m this way gained his liveli- 
hood. When the revolutionary war began, liis ambition awoke 
and he intrigued so well that he was named captain of militia. As 
such, he accompanied general Cagigal in 1S13, in his march 
against Maturin, of which an arc ount lias been given in a precedbg 
chapter.* Many instances of his barbarous cnielty, whith ren- 
dered him the terror and the «eonr2:o of the VrnP7iif!nn«:. have Uvvn 
also related. He rtccivcd in tl)e adioii ot thc ')ih DecnnhtM- 1^14, 
a wound with a lance, and died soon after, a brigadier general. 
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In the last chapter, some account was given of die condition of 
the contending parties. Amongst the Spaniards, Boves was de- 
cidedly Uie most powerful in numbers and in miliiary daring. His 
mfenuU division, as the Spaniards called it, was a band of blnrk 
and colored jxjople, who, animated Ijv ihe h()j)e of plunder and 
the prospect of eoinmiltinir nil crimes u iili impmiiiy, and by the 
highest cxpectaiion ol rcwaid in case of successs, fought with per- 
fect desperation. 

jBo?es having speedily united his forces, marched in June, 
from Calabozo against the two dictators. Bolivar and Marino, who 
had fbimed their junction at La Puerto^ a small place between La 
Villa de Cura and the city of San Juan de Los Morros. The Span- 
iards attacked them the I4tli of the same month, routed them com- 
pletelv, killed and took from diem over 1500 men, seven guns, ■ 
their baggage, Sir. Holivar fled in full speed towards Caracas, 
and Alarino to Ciiinana. Colonel Diego Talon was made prison- 
er, and haiiiied the dnv after the battle, in the city of Cura, more 
than 60 officers were shot h\ order of Hoves. 

Hy ibis victory, the laiter iH:camu master of the beauiifiil plains 
of Aragua; he also intercepted the connnunicalionb of the capital 
with the interior, with the corps which besieged Porto Cabello, 
and with the garrison in the fort of La Cabrera. He marched 
without loss of time against the latter, routed a party of patriots, 
and marched upon Valencia, where the independents had fordfied 
themselves; Boves forced them to retire into the principal street, 
which was strongly barricadoed. He left a strong corps to besiege 
them, and marched widi the remainder of his division to force 
the patriots to raise the sieze of Porto Cabello. Th-i^'-e, advised 
of liis approach, retreati.d in the nii^ht of the 20th of June, and 
marched lowards Ocumare, wlierethev embarked for Laguira. 

Boves entered the fortress of Porto Cabello the Isl of July, 
whrae he received die news of liis advancement to die grade of 
colonel m the Spanish army. On the 2d, be again marched against 
Valencia, with the resolution to order an assault and to force the 
patriots in their entrenchments. They were compelled to surren- 
der by capitulation. He detached two columns to march through 
different roads upon Caracas. One commanded by colonel Ra- 
mon Gonzales marched di rough Los Cocuisas, where he attacked 
a patriot corps which had retired precipitntelv towards T.os Teques, 
upon Bolivar's sending advice to its commander, general Ilibas, 
that the enemy, with a second columii, had entered the other road 
and directed its march towards Los l'ej[ues. This was the other 
column of Boves, led by colonel Mendoza. The column of Con- 
nies followed its march ahnost to San Pedro, in order to caU off 
9 
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the nttentioD of tbe enemy, and m case of need, to assist colonel 

Mendozn. 

General Hihas*, instead nf the dictator Bolivar, rallvint: all the 
disposable forc es in the eapital, mnrrhed at tlio head of the di- 
vision against Gonzale», uho had jiot oOO men, whilst Bolivar and 
Ribas were more tlian 1200 strong, in order to rout hi in, and liien 
to lall u^Kiu the seeond column and save Caracas. But Eolivar, 
quite discouraged, listened to the advice of some weak friends, and 
field various conferences with the archbishop, (who, durinc the 
dictatorship, had remained at Caracas,) to advise with him '* wheth- 
er it would not be best to evacuate die city and to leave it in the 
power of the Spaniards ?" General Ribas was invited lo these 
conferences; he ind^nantly refused, and preferred putting himself 
at the head of the troops, to ronsuhini: a prelate wlw was general- 
ly known to be secretly in favor of Spain. 

The s|)irit of the inhahitanis was by this time much changed. 
Their confidence in the dietatorini crovcrnnient was of com-se great- 
ly diminished, by Uieir seeing, tliai in spile of their great sacrifices 
during a whole year, the slate of Venezuela still remained misera- 
ble and defenceless ; Caracas having no money, no provisioas, no 
ammunition, the army, so called, no clothing, nor good organization 
or disciplme. The dictator himself felt it necessary to abandon 
tbe place, and he did so in great haste. 

Oobnel Gonzales, who marched through Vittoria towards Anii- 
mano at two leagues distance from Caracas, found the remainder 
of the discoumccd division of Ribas, which he nttarked. Bil)as 
himself foutrht brave ly, hut his division could not withstand the 
force of Cionz;d*'<. and he was ohliL^i'd to retreat. Tliis excited 
ctent constcriiciiiun nmong the inhahitaiiis, wlu) eonfuli'd in the 
jiiiliuiiy sivlii and bravery of general Ribas, rather than ixi die 
dictator. 

Caracas and Laguira were evacuated in haste, and Bolivar re- 
tired with the remamder of his troops upon Barcelona and Cunaa- 
na, ordering the vessels lying in the harbor of Laguira to follow 

him. 

The inhabitants of Caracas were again left in the power of the 
Spaniards. BoHvar requested die archbishop to preside in the 

Junta entrusted with the affairs of the city, and left them to their 
miseraljli f'lie. The Junta sent some dejiuties to colonel Gonza- 
les, conuii iidini; to him the care of tiie city and its inhabitants. 
He entered Caracas die ITlh July, 1814. 

The Patriots had som e hopes in the di\ ihion of general Urdaneta 
and lite troops which the dictator might rally in his retreat on Bar- 
celona; but the former, after having occupied Barqiusimeio, and 
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reinforced his divisiOD, arrived from Truxillo, and was attacked 

by colonel Cevallos ; and Bolivar found himself suddenly be- 
sie2;ed and surrounded by the iuliabitants of Barreloiia ami its en- 
virons, wlio revolted, and declared in fnvnj- ot" tiie Spaniards. 
They innrrbed ai^ainst him, with a stroni; l>oily of cavalry in the 
retreat upou Cuniana and IMaturin, whilst a coliumi of the divis^ 
ion of Boves pursued and hai ra.ssed his reui- guard. The dicta- 
tor retreated with his troops to Arguita, not far distant from Bar* 
celoaa, where Boves attacked and routed him the 8th of August. 
The dictator lost four field' pieces, about a thousand musketSt and 
ids baggage and more than 1500 men were killed and wounded. 

Bofiyar seeing no longer any hope of safety, secretly^ in the 
same night, left his troops, and departed with his cousin, general 
Ribas, some aid dc camps, and good guides, who conducted him 
through by roads hi ?nfeiy to t!ie city of Cuniana, where he ar- 
rived the ni"i:htof the 24di. He remained a few monieiUs, and 
dien immediately embarked on board the Bianohi, where he 
judged himself safe. Marino, with some of his ulhcers, followed 
him boon alier. 

Crenend Ribas bad in vain employed all his exertions to prevail 
upon the dictator not to despair so soon, but to remain, to rally the 
troops, and to fortily Cumana. He told them that by embarking, 
they would discourage their c>ountrymen, and ruin the cause of 
liberty. But his expostulations were of no avail ; the two dicta- 
tors were so anxious to depart, that they ordered the commander 
of the squadron, Joseph Bianchi, to cut his rnblcN, and to sail 
witliout the lea^i lo5s of time. Uibas, and some odier olhcers, 
were highly displeased widi this departure. Tliey preferred to 
remain, and to die in the cause of liberty and indL-pendenee. 

As soon as liulivar ami Maiino arrived at the sea port ol Juan 
Griego, in Uie island of Margarita, tlie general, Arisiuendy,' sent 
them word *^that he was surprised to find them both coming there 
like fugitives ; and that, if they departed not immediately to join 
their brave countrymen, whom they had left in so cowardly a 
manner, he would treat diem like deserters, and shoot them, as 
they deserved." 

As the decided character of general Arisraendy was perfectly 
known to thern botli, they thought it not projier to zonn sliore, and 
dejjarted preeipitatciv for Cnnipano, a lari:e burrough and harbor 
on tho Main, not far (li>tant from Juan Grieiro. There they met 
colum-l l>ermudes, who, with some pau^iois, occupied the fort and 
die burrough. Bermudes astonished to see them, after some con- 
versation, abrupdy asked general Bolivar what he had done with 
his troops, where was general Ribas? &c. Bolivar, some- 
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what confused, ans\vered tliat he had left them at Cumada. — Ber- 
mudes replied, Well, sir, return then, immediately, to join your 
troops ; if oot, I will treat you like deserters, and try you before a 

court mnrtial. 

Rebuked and diss;rnrcd bv tlieir own countrymen and subal- 
terns, and fceliiif: ibuir furloru situation ; instead of returning to the 
Main, they uied a last essay to put themselves in safety. They 
Steered towards Carthagena, where every one -was astonished to 
see them arrive, the 35th September 1814. 

The cities of Cumana and Barcebna were occupied by the 
Spaniards the 29th August, and Venezuela fell again into the pow- 
er of its tvrants. Ribas and Bermudes assembled some troops 
and marched towards Maturin, where they were joined by all who 
remnlned faitliful lo the patriots. 

Bolivar and .Marino were received at Cathageua in a manner 
beyond their must .sanL^uine hopes. The i^overnor, at tliat time 
called the president ol tliis jirovinfo. was a i^ent rous, honest, and 
enlightened patriot ; all tboso who have known Aldnud Rodri- 
guez TorriceSf will agree with us iu saying he was one ol the moj^t 
di8tin|uisbed Grenadans. He received every stranger with great 
attenoon, and during liis being at the head of the government of 
the province, Cartliagena was flourishing, and the only spot on the 
patriotic Main, where security and liberty were to be found. As 
soon as he left the province, to be president of the executive of 
New Grenada, at Bogota, consisting of three members, Carthage- 
na dcf linod in its prosperity and commerce, and became the 
theatre of factions. 

The two ex-dictators were now anxious to excuse their jirecipi- 
tate flight from Cumana, and pubhbhed, in the oliicial Gazette of 
Cartliagena, ot tlie 30th of September, a kind of justificatory me- 
moir, too remarkable and characteristic not to be translated liter- 
ally. It has the following title 2 — Arrival of Generals Bolivar 
and Marino, and Ejmontion of t^e motives umch otiiged them to 
leave VenezudOf ana to seek a refuge in JVeta Grenada. 

" After the army of Venezuela, under the orders of these two 
officers, had suffered, the 14th of June last, at La Pucrta, an 
unexpected defeat, in consequence of which, the enemies of hberty 
remained masters of the fertile plains of Arasrun and intercepted the 
communication between tiie eapit;il, and the cities in the interior, 
with the armyof tlie, east, the besieging corps before Porto Cahel- 
lo, and the fortification of I^a Cabrera, the fate of the republic was 
decided. The cities in ilie neighborhood of Caiacas, which 
alone supported the struggiv , fell suddenly mto the power of the 
enemy, and Caracas, insolated, and without resources, even 
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dmived of the necessaiy food, was no kmger able to resist the 
efiorts of the numerous forces which assailed it from all sides. 

" In spite of all these inconveniences, the chiefe were nevertheless 
resolved to defend Caracas^ and fior this purpose organised, in hastei 
all tlie force'? which they could asscmhle ; but as tlie want of every 
thing daily increased, the enemy approached. The enemy, hop- 
ing to be reinforced, appeared to sii>[)('iul his march, and to assume 
again the defensive, in order to receive ihem. Gen. Bohvar was 
now forced to order a sortie against tiie enemy, wlio had advanced 
to Antiiiiano, thinkmg that this division could; not be tlic principal 
oofpB of Boves, who was occupied m besieging Valencia. 

^ He inarched on the 6th Jtuy, with his small army, but return- 
ed die same night to Caracas; aU his cavalry and a division of his 
iniaiitry, having been beaten the evening of the same day by a nu* 
nteious body of troops, which were, according to the report of eye 
witnesses, more than 2000 men strong, whilst the republican army 
amounted not to 600 infantry and 100 horse. The first, all com- 
posed of recruits, neither disci[)lined nor ex{)erienced ; the latter, 
having; the same deficitMu ies, were badly mounted. The worst 
was to find these two bodies, spiritless, without confidence, and 
discouraged by llie exaggerated accounts given iliem of the supe- 
rior forces of the enemy, by individuals bterested to hinder the 
sorde of the troops. It would have been imprudent to persist and 
to die in the place, without munitions or provisions, when by efiect- 
ing a retreat towards the eastern provinces, the army could have 
b€»en reorganised, and put in a state, not only to keep the field, but 
to reconquer the lost ground, which they would be compelled to 
leave for. the niomeni. These considerations determined the gen- 
eral in chief to evacuate the capital, and to retire with the troops 
which were in garrison, with all the inhabitants, and what helotii^ed 
to the government, towards the province of Barcelona, where some 
other forces could be assembled. 

" Preparations were begun the 7th July to put in execudon tlie 
proposea plan, but the prodigious number of emigrants which foU 
lowed the army, whom it was mcumbent on us to protect; the great 
quan t i ty of baggage which belonged to the army, the want of horse 
KNT its transportation, and the very rough and bad roads, ofiered so 
many difficulties and inconveniences, lhat in spite of all speed, it 
was not possible we could arrive in less than twenty days, at Bar- 
celona. 

General Marino, dictator of the east of Vone/Aiela, had aires dy 
united in the city of Aragua, on the borders of tlu" plains of Ca- 
racas, all the troops which could be furnished by the provinces to 
continue the war ; but these recruits were also raised in haste and 
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totally undisciplined ; it was therefore necessary to begin to drill 
tliom Ir'Toic the opening of tlie cnmpnit:n. He was ocrupied with 
(lisciplifiing them when lie received the advice ol th'' ciipmy's hav- 
ing taken |)()'^>cssion ot ( 'hap:irro, a vilhii^c 1 0 leui^ucs iioin Aragua. 
The repiilda. Ill army was less than !')()() men siroug in infantr}', 
and 700 cavalry, while tlie eiiciay, iroiii the reports received, bad 
more than 3000 men of all arms. 

The republican amy protected the oily of Aragua, covered 
by the river of the same name, which was at this time of year so 
deep, as to render it impossihle to ford it. Gen. Bolivar, reljiog 
u})oii tlicsc advantages, waited not for the arrival of more troops, 
which were in march to reinforce him, hut principally for cartridges, 
of which he was in great need, when on tlie 17th of August, he 
received n report that his main e^nard posted to defend the princi- 
pal jiobt where the river could he ero">:5ed, had retired, and that 
Uie eaeiiiv had immediately rrn>sed it. The hnttalion of (•lia>^eurs, 
which was sent to take jiossession again of the ])osi, missed unluck- 
ily the road, and left a free passage to the enemy, who soon caine 
very near to the guards, which protected the entry of the cit^. 
The action began with a very dreadful and destructive fire of miu^ 
ketry, which lasted more than four hours ^ but the cartridges of the 
defenders of Aragua, (who had no more than 60 thousand,) were 
entirely exhausted, at a moment when the pnncipal corps of the 
enemy (composed of more than five thousand men) was not yet 
come to action. In tliose rireiimstances, nothing was to l)e done, 
but to try to save some of the troops by any possible mean'--, (ten. 
Bolivar advanced at the head of a piquet, of cavalry, to open himself 
a road to Barci lona, wlileh, as lie was told, was intercepted or- 
dering the remainder to follow hi die same direction. But his 
troops were recruits ; having suffered a loss of more than COO men 
in kifled and wounded, a panic terror having seised them on seeing 
such a numerous body oi enemies, it was impossible to perform 
thu retreat with order and coolness. Many commanders of bat- 
talions had been killed, which increased the difficult of the re- 
treat, which was ejected in great disorder upon Barcelona and 
San Mateo. Thus were totally destroyed all hopes of raisog 
again the forces of the republic of Venezuela. 

"Gen. Bolivar arrived at Barcelona, which he found in iiistirrec- 
lioii. There he united the few troops which had taken this road, 
and directed his march towards Ciunana, in the rear of the fami- 
lies which had emigrated Irom Caiacas. Terror had seized every 
one, and each was tliinkmg how best to fly. The troops which bad 
perceived the danger, were the first who fled. The confusieo 
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was so great that of 700 infantry which departed from Barcelo- 

na, there were not 200 men left in a body. 

" As soon n< cronml Marino heard of the loss sufterecl by the 
annv of Ara^ua, fie tool, some measures for seenrily ; but lie saw 
himself forsaken by lii, troops, and even by the commnndnnt of tho 
fort of CiitTiana, who iiad embarked on board oi the scjuadron, and 
that without tlie permission of the general, before general Bolivar's 
euuy in the night of the 25tb August. The tinexpected news that 
the perfidious commander of the marine, Joseph Bianchi, had the 
intention to sail that same night» without asking or waiting for leave 
from govmment, [or speakmg more plainly, of general Marino,] 
who had ^iven him the command aad the treasury, mih the small 
quantity of ammunition left, forced the generals of Venezuela to 
embark themselves hi orth r to save thn'r projpcrtij I 

"When they arrived at Mai icarita, and afterwards at Carupano 
on the ^lain, they found these countrie? in anRrchy, in consequence 
of the seditious views of some military ehiefiains, who were anxious 
to raise themselves to the hiii;h staiiou of first maojistrntes ! 

** After having tried every means of concihation which prudence 
could dictate, being convinced of the obstinacy of these seducers, 
in order to avert a civil war, which would have been unavoida- 
ble if the two generals had tried to maintain their own dignity* 
in remaining in that country, thev adopted the moderate re»- 
ohidon of quitting Venezuela, and coming to this capital (Car* 
diBgena) to go fartlier on, and take tlie command of the army of 
general Urdaneta, who orruptes the we«;fem provinces of Vene- 
zuela, and to co-operate in tiicir way to the complete liberation of 
N«"w Grenada." 

AoUee here tins justifieatory uu'moir. It is, for diose distant 
readers who know nodiini; about die circumstances, very suffi- 
cient, to give a plausible coloring, to a dark, and, in itself, a very 
bad picture* 

. Having been perfectly able to examine minutely all the circum* 
stances of the events related in tliis memoir, and having not the 
least interest to mislead the public, I will truly and faithfully relate 
die facts. 

Credible eye-witnesses both parties have assured us positively, 
"that the column of enlone] fJonznles exceeded not 550 men, that 

the second under colonel jMendoza was less." Tt is therefore 
rrmfiouslv said in the memoir: accordinu; to the rrporfs^ r>f f yc-icit~ 
7iesseSf the division of Gonzales alone was two thoimand imn strong ! 



* W« lake leave to ask what sort of dignity can b« aUribarad to any person who 
leaves his po«l wtiboot pemisskm t 
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They avow that the. capital Jiad no provisions; that when llicy 
took llie suiUlcn feisolulion lo defend it, therecrni's, raised in iiaste, 
.<:tood ill want ot" every thing. — But how canif lliis want? l^ohvar 
and Marino po^sej^bcd, iVoni August ISIJ uniil Jnly 1814, a larse 
part of the provioces of Venesmela; tlie sea ports of Laguira, Cu- 
mana, Barcelona, Ocumara, Carupano,of the Island of Margarita, 
and many others, offered Uiem every facility from abroad ; the 
great enthusiasm of the inhabitants, in the beginning of their honor- 
able enterprise, gave them more than sufficient means to bring it to 
a close. All contributed to facilitate and to consoUdate their con- 
quest. Instead of using these powerful means for the bene6l of 
tJieir cause, they ruined the country by a bad administration and 
arbitrary measures. And when they tliought that all these means 
were exhausted, tliey lost all hopes and strength of mind ; ihey 
finally put themselves in safety, anci left thousands of tlieir coun- 
trymen, who had placed the greatest confidence iii them, ui misery 
and despair. Tlie precipitate flight of the two dictators would 
have desuoyed forever the sacred cause of freedom, if their sub- 
alterns, Ribas, Villapol, Urdaneta, Paez, Piar, Arismendy, Ber- 
mudes, and many omers, bad not i|cted better then they did I And 
when the two latter gave them well deserved reproaches, they 
stigmatized them in the memoir, as seditious men^ who foere 
aanxiovs to assume the ptnoer of a first magistrate ! 

What has happenrd witli the victorious troops at Carabobo? 
How did they lose ilio precious time to pursue their victory gained 
over Cagigal and Cevaiios r Wliy did they leave them lime to 
reoiganize their forces ? Why nut at once fall upon Boves, or at 
least organize Guerillas to harrass and intercept the means of liieir 
enemies? These had to struggle against public opinion and all 
the difficulties which climate, the nature of the territory, want of 
every thing, put in their way. Instead of this, Bolivar bad all the 
advantages united, which required no more than an ordinary capaci- 
ty to give them a fair direction. The besieging of Porto Cabello 
was confided to the hands of young men \\ithout exjienence and 
railitar}' talents, like Giraldot antl d'Ahui;ar. We hav t known very 
well tlie latter, and can answer for him, that he was much fitter for 
intrigues, as he showed at Carthagena in 1815, then to command 
fifty men ! 

The siege of Porto Cabello lasted from August 1S13 until July 
1814, and wasted much money and many men, who, however, died 
not in batdesy but mostly by maladies and the unhealthiness of 
the environs of that fortress. These men, and the money for all the 
necessary warlike stores, could have been much better employed 
any where else, as, moreover, the least check spread such a panic 
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throueli th^ir camp, that tliey left cannon, baLiG;age and c\'^ry tbinir 
more than once, and rai^rd the sics^e, whicli continued to last un- 
til 1824, at which time Porto Cabello was hnnail/ taken by capitu- 
lation. 

The two dictators began by saying " tliat the unexpected defeat 
of the 14tb June, at La Puerta, de^kd the faieofthe R^pnbUe of 
Venezuela ! and that tbe communicatiofi between the capital aod 
the eastern army, the corps which besieged Porto Cabello, and the 
gatrisoo efthc fortifications at La Cabrera, was intercepted. And 
diey despaired when they publicly acknowledge the existence of 
an armyy (that of ^Marino,) a besieging corps, and a garrison at La 
Cabrera ; when further thoy ^av. that Rnlivar had, on the <)th 
July, GOO infantry ;md 400 cuvairy, and that he determined to 
marcfi to the eastern jirovinccs, wnm- flf" ftrmij could have been 
n orirnnized and put in a state to rt conquer thr Inst (ground. And 
we may ask tJie reason which compelled tiie (iictator liolivar to 
return the same evening of the 6th July so quickly to Caracas ? 
Where left he his 1000 men? It appears hj the report of some 
well informed eye-witnesses, that he acted here by the same mo- 
tives which caused his sudden embarkation at Cumana, at Ocumare, 
fin 1816 ;) his desertion from Poilo Cabello, (in 1813 ;) bis flight 
from Barcelona, (in 1S17 ;^ his going from Carthagena to King- 
ston in Jamaica, (in 1815 ;) Sec. Jkc. Moreover, have the Span- 
iards not sufficiently proved tlial the dirtntors left behind immense 
means, hy which they have carried on the war upon tlie Main ten 
years longer ? What shall we think of such a confession ? It can 
only mislead strangers totally nnacquainted with the want of ca- 
pacity, tlic ignorance of mihtary operations, and in the adnmiistratioD, 
of these chieftains. 

The dictators comnlam of the too great quanti^ of baggage, the 
prodigious number of emigrants, and tbe want of transports in their 
retreat; May we ask a simple subaltern officer, of the least expe- 
rience, if he would not have burnt or di stroyed that prodigious 
<|i]antity of baggage, which opposed the quickness of a retreat on 
similar occasions ? Bolivar would have heen then in time to quell 
the insurrection at Barcelona, would have made his junction with 
Marinr^ ^vliose army was about 2000 men stront:, and probably 
have 1' j ii il'^ed, if not beaten, the enemy. And what has been the 
fate ot all Uicse emi2;rant5, who put their last hopes upon Bolivar? 
The memoir suys clearly enough, " that it was impossible to per- 
form this retreat with order and coolness.^ It Jtates further, ''ter- 
ror had seized every one, and each was thinking how best to fi^." 
The troops which had perceived the danger were the first which 
fled, and we see clearly, that the dictator provided himself 
10 
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with cood guides ami lioiscs, antl arrived witli a few oiricers safe 
at Cuniaiia, kc. From this, can be easily drawn the consequen- 
ces of the miserable fate of these emigrants, of whom the memoir 
roeaks not a word, in spite of the great protectkm promised by the 
mctator. 

What signify the foUowiog words : *^ As soon as general Ma- 
rino heard of the loss sufiered by the army of Aragua, he took 
some measures for security ?" — when, some parag;raphs before, it is 
stated, "tliat £;eneral Marino, dictrttor of the cast of Venezuela, had 
already united in tlie city of Araiiu i. ill the troops which could l)e 
funii>^hod by the provinces, to coiilinue the war?" By these words 
it i^liuuid appear that Marino left Arapia before the attack, or tliai 
Bohvai- came after the retieat of 3Iarino, with his recruits, from 
Aragua to Cumana. And in what consisted tliese same measures 
for security, taken by Maiino? Was it in ordering the ammuni- 
tion to be embarked, which would have been so serviceable to 
Bolivar's troops ? or was it in embarking hastily hb trunks and 
baggage, and tlie money of the public treasury? And what shall 
we say of the singular reason given in their memoir : " tliat the 
news of tlie intention of commodore Bianchie to make sail Ssc* 
compelhil \hv dictators to cinhnrk, hi order to save their prop( rt if* — 
of very little nnportanrc indeed the loss of some two or liiree 
vessels, and the small sum which is called so pompously the public 
treasury, in compaiison with the life, liberty, and prosperity of 
tlieir countrymen, who placed full conhdence in ilie skill, the vir- 
tue, and the bravery of the two dictators, who deserted, in order to 
save such a trifle! The truth is that the only cause of this unex- 
ampled desertion, lay not at all m the salvation of that property, 
but in ihemdvis, as Ribas and thousands of others did not act 
so prudently f as Bohvar and Marino did in Cumana. If there was 
somethmg to bo saved on board the vessels, Marino was ahne 
enough to save it ; but Bolivar, so anxious to he compared with 
tlie greatest heroes of antiquity, who entered in triumph eleven 
montlis before into Caracas, who pubhshed so many promising 
proclamation — sBolivar, at least, should have remembered that 
posterity will look sharp upon his actions, and place them in their 
proper h^ht. But fear h ati'onger tlian reason and reflection j and 
Bolivar forgot every tiling and embarked* 

That the sacred cause of liberty was not at all extinguished in 
Venezuda, and that their flight was very improper, pnll be seen by 
the events of which we shall speak hereafter. 

We must now eater into some particulars which will throw more 
light upon the character of Bolivar, and show how grateful he was 
to Carthagena, to that little republic, which assisted him so power- 
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fully in his first expedition against Monteverde in 18J3, and which 
received him wiili so great hospitality and unexpected honors, in 
September 1814, where Arisraendy and Bermudes (boUi Vene- 
zuelans and his subalterns) had treated him literally as I have re- 
lated. The particulars which follow, make a distinct and char^ 
acteiistic|»eliire of the secret history of Simon Bcdivar, takUfy un- 
ATioum, but of which, I vouch for the truth as an eye-witness, 
having served, at that time, in the army of ( \irthagena. 

When four years since, an article in the American of New York 
appeared, announcing; that 1 was preparing a history of the Repub- 
lic of Colombia, some good friend look the alarm, fearintj; I might 
publish -the truths and used every exertion to preocctipy public 
opinion against tliis work, by trying to disparage my private cliar- 
acter, and services at Carthagena. The article referred to ap- 
peared in the Aurora at Pliiladelphia, about four years ago.* I 
have always despised an anonymous writer in such cases ; there is 
a cowardice m asperaons of thb nature against a man, who came, 
as a stranger, to an hospitable and generous country, where akme 
freedom and the sacred rights of mankind are to be found in the 
fiill extent of their vast signification. After some mature reflection, 
and the suggestion of my friends, I suspected that the article againft 
mc came from a certain personage at Washinfrton, who was at that 
lime a great partizan, and an intimate friend of the hrolliers Pia- 
ercs at Cartlia'zcna, and whom I roiild, if necessarv, name. 

The poor Mr. iM. consul of Colombia at New York, has render- 
ed himself ridiculous, in llie eyes of many of my friends, acquainted 
whh the transaction in a certain trifle, which showed clearly how 
much he feared me. 

All these obscure manoeuvers shall never silence me, nor hin- 
der me from telling and shewing the truth by facts and not in words 
only ; those facts, related by me, who have given my name, and 
can vouch for all I say, will never be erased ; the public 8nd pos- 
terity will best judge them, and not the selfish and interested wri- 
ters of some anonymous criticisms. Napoleon used to say, 7/ ny a 
que la verite quiblesse. ! Tlie more the public shall hear speaking 
against me, the belter will it be convinced that this verite lis a 
blese. I declare here that I never will take the trouble to answer 
any of tliese attacks as unworthy of ine, and ray estabhshed and 
well known character. 



• I have nfvcr nuacliofl any ini[>(irtancc to such an attack, md therefore cannot 
nneneJy tell in what number the article appeared. When I twice pressetl ihe then 
Editor of the Auroni, to give me the oene it hit comepondent ileienroNw, h* never 
e memer edmtfUUer ! , 
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At the time of the arrival of generals Bolivar and Marino at Car- 
^geoa, f September 1814) Manuel Rodriguez Torrices was at tbe 
bead of tbe govemnieot of this province, as be had been when 
BoUrar served in 1812 and 1813 as colonel. He was an attorney 
at law, an honest and upright man, with liberal i)rlnciples and 
vezy humane and moderate ; but he had a great delect, for a man 
of such high standing ; he was too weak, too indolent and too fear- 
ful, and but little fit to govern a province adtatcd by war and 
factions. Tliis weakness had uncoura^ed, a year before, vnrious 
inlrij^uers to attempt getting tliemselves into the oflire of prestdout; 
he hesitated to arrest and to try them before a rourt of justice. 
At the head of tliat faction were tlie bretluen Pincres. Tlic elder, 
German^ waspresident of the hieh court of justice <$f the province ; 
the second, Gabrid^ vice-president of the govemm^t of Cartha- 
gena. Both were without transcendant merit, but since the revo- 
lution have become rich and powerful. They committed great 
vexations, and lived in a high and luxurious way. The soundest 
part of the inhabitants hated and feared them, as being audacious, 
very intriffueing, rnnnins;, vinrlirtivc, and a? havint!; a strong party 
with the mob and all those who liad notiiing to lose. The ]>rcsi' 
dent and his friends were well aware of these intrigues, but feared 
taking severe measures acninst tiiem, lest the mob should openly 
lake part ni iheir favour, and, revolting, commit great depredations. ^ 
This weakness rendered them of course more audacious. 

Such was the interior state of Carthaeena, when Bolivar arrived 
from Cumana, He immediately united himself very closely with 
these two brothers, because they flattered him greatly, but more 
because they were great enemies of Manuel Castillo, the the geo- 
eral-in-chiei of the army of the province who was a relation and 
and an intimate friend of the president Torrices. 

I have related in a preceding chapter how Castillo behaved with 
Bolivar iu 1813, and tlie reasons on wliirli was afterwards ground- 
ed the hatred between these two nml iiKnis chieftains. Bolivar, 
very vindictive but perfectly dissiniulaiuiii, w.is very glad to find a 
good occasion to avenge himself against Castillo ; and as the time 
• of an eleetion of die president was near, Gabriel Pineres proposed 
confidratially to general Bolivar the office of general-m-chief, if ha 
would assist bun to be chosen president. The latter accepted the 
proposal, with the secret intention, as well informed persons say, 
to put aside Pineres and to name himself tlictator of Cartha- 
gena, in order to employ all the means which the province had at 
tliat time, to march a second time against the Spaniards. This 
assertion gains innrh credit, as it is well known by tliose who know 
the character of iiolivar, that he would never have consented in 
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earnest to accept a subaiicru rank, after what he had been at Car^ 
acts, 

(Senera] Bolivar, on arriTbg at Canhagena had taken hb quax^ 
ton at the palace of the bishop, who had emigrated, where Mrs. 
Soublette and her two pretty daughters were established a fortnight 
beibfe Bolivar's arrival. The twosbters, whom I visited various 

times, talked always with tlic greatest enthusiasm of general Jioli- 
^'ar, wliom they dcsiirnnted, even tlien, by the name of poor Si- 
mon, (in it'latiim; to nie tlu; events at Carnras, where they liad 
formerly resided with their niodier and their hrotlier Cliarles,) and 
to whom they appeared to he nncojmnonly and tenderly attached. 
•The iniiabitants of Caracas and Laguira, those of Si. Tumas de 
La Angostura in Guayana, and every stranger, who resided at the 
latter city in 1818—19, will confirm this fact, the source, as they 
say, of the high standing of Charles Soublette, the present secre- 
tary general of the president liberator. 

When the two Pineres had setded every thing witll general Bol- 
ivar, they had very frequent secret conferences with him and 
their partizans. Marino, and a great many Caraguin officers were 
initiated ; the former livini: in the house of Gabriel Pineres. Tlie 
latter gained about twenty deputies of tlie most intric;ueing and 
noby class ; and the money which tlic dictators bad brought with 
them, served to gain more adlierents. 

At lliat time were assembled at Cartiiagcna more than 800 
Strangers, coundng the owners and the crews of privateers. 
Among them Pineres had a strong party, because Torrices had 
laid heavj^ duties on the prize merchandise, and bad limited the 
privateenng business, by which Carthagena subsisted in a great 
measure at that time. Pineres, knowing tiie persona concerned in 
the privateers were not much satisfied with those restrictions, em- 
ployed every means to ferment this dissatisfaction. One of tliesc 
means was tu post up a libel against the existinsj 2;overniiH nt. in 
wliieli lie said that the majority of the strauf^ers were on the side 
ofllie viee president Pineres; that liny should open their eves 
upon the vexations and the tyranny of Torrices, and piumising 
fonnally that ail would change m dieir favour, if they would sup- 
port him in the approachmg election, &c. 

The police officers seeing these libek on the church doors and 
at he comers of the streets, the next morning, showed them to the 
president and the general-in-chief, CastiUo. I was some time pre- 
vious to tliis event in the service of tlie army of Carthai^ena at 
the solicitation of the president and tlie general-in-chief. They 
could not offer mc more than the 2;rade of colonel, in virtue of the 
constitution, by wliich the Congress of New Grenada sitting at 
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Tuiij-.i liad reserved tlie exclusive right to name and to confimi all 
the generals ; but as I had not come to seek any grade, but to 
senre the sacred cause of freedom as I did at the beginning of the 
French revolution, I contented myself with the solemn promise of 
these two gentlemen, to deliver my brevet of general to the pre- 
sident Torrices, who took upon himself to send it lo the Congress 
of New Grenada to be jconfirmed, and 1 accepted provisionally to 
serve as colonel in this army, until the return of my commission. 
Since then I have heard nothing more of it. Castillo and hh su- 
perior, general Cortez of Campomanes, were no more at that time 
than colonels, but were called generab. 

The president, Torrices, in seeins; this libel, sent immediately 
for the gencrai-iircliici and tiic corregidor, as chief of tlie police, 
and communicated to them tbejpaper* Castillo, after some conver- 
tion, suggested the idea of calUng on me as a man whom they could 
rel)' on and consult with. We were intimate, and so he came to 
my house. I had seen the Ubel and was much better acquainted 
with the facts, than he and the president could be. I assured him 
that the government could count upon tlie firm resolution of a 
great inajorhv to support it. They departed together to the palace 
where Dueoiuiray repeated to the president Torrices, yet pale and 
agitated, what lie had said to Castillo. Ducoudray spoke then 
with .some of th ■ ou iiers of the privateers ; amongst them was Mr. 
C'liarles 1. from iSuvv Orleans, an enterprising, wealthy, and very 
determined man, who had a great ascendency over the other cap- 
Ittns of the privateers. He convoked them, and, in a ^rt speech, 
persuaded them to rally round the existing government, and oppose 
any faction that should try to overthrow it, &c. This had a veiy 
good effect, and amongst them was, I must say to their honor, not 
a single dissenting voice. Every measure was taken with the geo- 
eral-in-chief, to whom Ducoudray was called. The latter was 
named \ho commander of all the strangers residing in the fnrXT(^'^^. 
, Tlie numerous crews of the privateers were secretly debarked, 
armed, and organized in companies, and divided into tlie different 
quarters of the city, ainl it tlie most important j)osts on the wall, 
at tlie bauei ies, i»wc. The clay before the sitting of the legislature, 
aU was in tlie greatest activity. Ducoudray and Castillo went 
about the whole night, busy in visiting the posts and giving the ne- 
cessary orders. All the captains of privateers, the foreign officers 
and merchants, French, English and €verman, and the comman- 
ders of a good nrmed Battalion of coloured French people, can- 
not be too much praised for their exertions to maintain a veiy se- 
vere discipline amongst such an assemblage of men from diflbrent 
countries, and of difierent colour $ and what is much more to be 
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admired, b, that during the two days and three nights of their be- 
ing under arms, not a ainglQ excess was conumiledi not a single 
Complaint of disorder was brought before Ducoudray or Castillo. 
' The mlufaitaDts of Carthagena will, if tbej ever see this account, 
confiim what b here stated. Such was the good behaviour of 
these strangers, so generally hated by the CoIombiaDS ! Should 
we have seen a thousand of these latter, or of their troops, behave 
so quiedy, ns did these 800 strangers, on a similar ocrasion ? 

Meanwhile the hroitiers Pinercs, Holivar, Murine, and their ad- 
herents, were busily cniployn! in prt pariiii; their means to strike 
a decisive blow in tli«^ assembly, whieli was to assembly the next 
morniui^ at eleven o'clock. I was that same evening at the house 
of Bohvar, to visit the Soublette family, and found there a large 
assembly of Caraguins; but Bolivar was busily engaged with toe 
Fineres in bb private room. I saw going into and out of his cabi'* 
net, a great many geodemen, and amongst them the personage men- 
tioned before, but he remained not a half hom in the house. This 
resembled very much one of the most active head quarters, of 
which I have seen some during my military career. 1 could say 
in tnith that the moving in and out of all tliese, not naturally very 
sitting Caraguins, would have filled with awe and fear, any one 
not initiated into the secret, as ihe presaire of some extraordinary 
event, as if the enemy was to l>esin2;o the |ilaee ; while ihe palace 
of tiie president was quiet and deserted, uud himself sick, and in 

M! 

The following day, die representatives of the legislature of the 
jmmnce of Carthagena assembled at their usual place, in the 
palace of the now abolished inquisition. All the members were 
present except the president Torrices, who had, during the night, 
a strong fever, the effect of his anxiety of mmd. Pmeres, his an- 
tagonist, was highly pleased on hearing diis news, as it now be- 
longed to him to preside in the assembly. His retinue, as Presi- 
dent on this occasion, assembled at liis residence, to escort him with 
great formality to die assembly. Ducoudray arrived with his 
adjutants, a little later than the appointed hour, and found a very 
large company assembled in die saloons. Don Pineres saw him 
SDter, rose from his seat, came to meet him at the door of the sa- 
bon, took bun by the hand, and tdd bun very obligingly, they were 
then waituig for him, and that be was welcome; be took hb 
hat to put it upon a table. Ducoudray, surprised at such unusual 
attenti on from the chief magistrate of the government, suffered it 
not, but threw it hhnself upon one of tlie tables. Pmeres asagned 
him a seat opposite to himself, near to the open pinzzn, inquired 
with apparent mterest after the state of his health, and obhgingly 
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reproached him for not having ^et called to see him. He asked 

him a number of insignificant cpiesdons, ^< It in an awkward man- 
ner, and with a mind very much preoccupied and distracted, look- 
ing at intervals towards tlie door, nnd then at the piazza, which 

faced tlie creat square ; his whole behaviour showed clearly frreat 
uneasiness of mind and anxiety. Neither Bolivar, Marino or any 
of the Caraguui oihcers, not employed in the army of Carthagena, 
were present. 

Soon after Ducoudiay's arrival, diey told the vice president, 
Pmeres, **allwasread^ to receive him at the assembly. The 
numerous retinue, consisting of the civil and military officers of the 
province, and some disOngoished strangers, was obliged to cross 
the public square filled with troops, m order of battle, and paying 
him the usual honors, and with a great crowd of people. Pinercs 
appeared to wish to harangue these troops, but Castillo and 
Ducoudray being; on his left and right side, and obscr^'inc; all his 
movements, were ready to oppose such an unusual and dangerous 
step. He appeared to have observed it, then after having looking 
some niinuies at them, he turned abruptly towards i^eneral Castillo, 
who was at his right, and told him Kamos, Vamos I (let us go, 
let us go.) In saying tliese words, he made a motion with his left 
arm, and sahited with the right hand, in which he held lus hat, 
bemg uncovered*. 

As the assembly was a public one, seats were reserved in its 
interior for the general in chief, and the other officers, and (or 
some distinguished strangers. About half an hour after the open- 
ing of the sitting, Gabriel Pineres presiding, one of the represen- 
tatives belonginc; to the faction, a great friend of Pineres, rose, 
ami made a motion to convert the sittincf into a secret one, to treat 
anti debate upon a subject of the highest consecjuence, in which it 
was important to leave to the deputies the liberty to speak, without 
being injlucnced by military authority^ and still less by stran- 
gers-)-. The president, Pineres, rang immediately bis bell ; then 
thero were heard various murmurs among some of the members 
opposed to this strange motion. Some rose to speak, but Pioeres 
<»Ued to order, and silenced them. He ordered the serjeant at 
arms to invite every one not belonging to the assembly, to clear 
tfae^ooro, and to close the doors ; that was done, and astonished 
an, as being an unusual and extraordinary measure ; no president 



* I enter into all these details in order to show the character of these rulers in their 
true ii^t, not by rtntmrng^ as so many wriieri have doM, Iwt hufaeU. 

t Thr<««« were the cxprcjsions of Ih-. S. The same personage wno resided some ymvt 
ago at W ashingioi), as MiuMter of Colombia, and who is one of the giMilMl pultMBf 
ud flaticran <M (bt dicialor. 
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of an assembly in a free state having the ri2;ht to take upon him- 
self to put in execution a measure, without havinj:; been supported 
by the majority, when a motion of such iuiporiauce is made. 

Ducoudray, who sat next to Casliiio, when lie heard this strange 
and iiisuhing motion ol Dr. S. said to him, laughing, tliat it was a 
forty eight pounder directed against them, and remarked to him 
the coocort which was visible between Pineres and S. as the fbr- 
roer silenced with hb beU and his cries, every opposing voice. Cas- 
tiUo infimned him that S. had, the evening previous, very frequent 
and long conferences with the vice-president, and afterwards with 
gflfeienl Bolivar, and was seen passing three or four times from the 
residence of the one to the other. GenerarDucoudray, as soon as 
he came from the assembly, sent the order to the commander of 
the arsenal to dehver the four brass field-pii ccs, which he had 
designated the day before, with their batteries ; ord(;rcd a larger 
number of cartridges to be distributed to the ditrerent posts, and 
sent word to their commander to be ready at the lirst signal given. 
Evei^ oohmm had received, the night before, the necessary in- 
tmctioiia, and the most severe orders were given to suppress any 
rioloiis act, and prevent bloodslied, and to leave the most perfect 
freedom to die deputies. But as the preadent Torrices had signi- 
fied in his conversation with Ducoudray and Castillo, that his 
friends would be intimidated from acdng in his favor, by those of 
the faction, he requested from both, a respectable armed force, to 
support these friends when thoy should call for assi'^tance. 

vVhile tlie two c;eiierals were on the floor of the assembly, they 
saw enter in the Correcidor, Elias Lopez, beini; called to the bar 
as the director of the pohce. The friends of Torrices, well in- 
formed that a respectable armed force was ready to support their 
independeooe, were not to be moved by the hostile attempts of the 
ineiidi of PSoeres against :he existing government, and a large 
majori^ voted for Manuel Rodriguez Torrices to be continued as 
prandeot, and another large majority elected Don Juan de Toledo 
as vice-president, so that Gabriel Pineres was entirely excluded. 
Enraged at this defeat, tliey announced that an armed force was 
assembled, in order to intluence the assembly, and moved the 
Corregidor might he called to copfnin the fact. He was asked, 
"if it was true that an armed corps of stranc^ers were assembled? 
by whom commanded? and u[h)1! what authority thev acted 5wlc. ?" 

The faction had now good opjiortunity to avenge themselves 
upon Torrices, m accusing Ducoudray, who acted by the former 
authority of the president, and the generat-in-chief. But as Torri- 
ces bad not explained to hb friends in the assembly, that Ducou- 
dray had received full authority from him to act as he did, the 
11 
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decree against him, passed without any opposition. The sub- 
stance of this decree was, that this commander, a strav<rrrj (as 
they dcsie;nated him,) should be called before the Corregidor, and 
thai his trial should commence in twenty-four hours after this ses- 
sion, ns liaving committed nn act of high treason against the repre- 
sciiuLu cs of ilie people. To this decree was wanting a hiiie tride, 
TO : the sanctioii of the preadent, to whom akme the executive 
power was confided. 

In the course of the next morning, general Ducoudray received 
a written invitation from the Corregidor, Elias Lopez, to call at his 
office, where be, the Corregidor, had to commnnicatetohimsome 
business concerning; the said Ducoudray. As tlie latter was not 
at all acquainted with the existence of such nn accusation, he was 
surprised to receive an invitation of tliis kind, and told the bearer 
to be so pood as to tell the Mr. Corregidor that if he had .some com- 
munication of im})ortance to make, and would take the trouble to 
do it personally, or in writing, and call on him, he would receive 
him with pleasure. Some minutes after Ducoudray received 
an official letter from the same Coregidor m which he com- 
pelled him to give a detailed account of his (Ducoudray's) con- 
duct during the nie:ht of the 1st and 2d October, and that by 
supenor order ! Ducoudray answered him in his letter, *^that as 
he did not show any authority superior to him, other than that of 
the president and the gencral-in-chief, he was very sorrj' to de- 
cline positively giving to anr, f^ody ehe an account of iiis conduct, 
demanded throut^h the channel of Mr. Corregidor.*' 

In receiving this answer, the Corregidor, in a great raee, called 
itiinietliately on the president,, and denounced general Ducoudray 
formally, showing him tlie letter. When Torrices had under- 
stood the whole afiair, he reproached the Coiregidor with having 
acted too rashly, in serving, as an instrument of a faction, which 
had tried to change the government, and assisting them to ruin an 
officer, who did nothing except to ohcy his instructions^ and trAe 
acted only by Am Cpresident Torrices*) formal authority ! That he, 
the Corregidor, must first begin by impeaching liim, the presi- 
dent, before he could take any further steps agaiiist tlii*^ officer, kc. 

The president sent his aid de camp to general Ducoudray and 
communicated to him all tliat had happened between him, the 
)resident, and the Corree;idor, and expressed liis satisfaction with 
Jucoudray's services. The Corregidor came some days after to 
)ay a visit to general Ducoudray, and they were, and have smce 
emained, very good friends. 

The faction was silenced, and Toirices remamed in quiet pos- 
ession of the presidency. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Situation of New Chrenada — Arrival of Chneral Bolivar at the 
Coiigre$9 of Tuf^a — Bu reeeption-^EBi march again$t Bogota 
and Carthagena — His $tay at Mompox-^Correspondenee 6e- 

tween him and Oenend Castillo — Bolivar^s secret motivrs in 
besieging Carthagena — Details of this siege — Bolivar embarks 
for iCtj^tlon tfi ihe island of Jamaica* Years 1814-15. 

The twenty-two provinces of New Grnnada rose about the <^nnie 
time, tlien, the eight of Venezuela ; and after many commotions ttic 
provinces of Casanare, Pamplona, Tunja, Neyva, Popayan, Car- 
thagena, Mariquiia, Antiot liia, Choco, and Socorro, formed an 
union, and on ihe 2 7 ill November 1811, at Bogota, adopted a 
iedera! compact in 68 articles ; whereupon a congress was assem- 
bled, which united in itself the legislatire and executive power. 
But this compact was not approved of by the leaders, in the pro- 
vince of Cundinam ire :i, (Santa Fe de Bogota,) which was the 
oriiiri of a long and bloody civil war between Marino, as president 
of the latter provincp, and the congre=:> of New Grenada. 

Bt rnarflo Alvarez had succeeded AiUonin Marino, as president 
of tlio province of Cundinamarca. Tiie former reftj«ed obstinate- 
ly to ujiiie his province with the others, notwithslaiuhng compress 
had sent on various occasions comnii^^inners to represent to him 
all the lata] consequences of his obstinacy. 

These imemal divisions had the most fatal consequences on the 
prosperity and liberty of this beautiful and rich country. Out of 
twenty^wo provinces, ten only had sent dcpuues to the first 
congress, who removed its residence from Bogota to Tunja, in 
consequence of the ambitious views of its president, Antonio Ma- 
rino, who caused the' convocation of some deputies of the other 
provinces not in the possession of the Spanish troops. The'^e pro- 
posed a monarchiral constitution in their assembly, hchl at Bogota, 
but without success. Girito Pastos, Santa Martha, and other pro- 
vinces, remained yet in the power of the Spaniartls. The con- 
gress at Tunja had very limited power. Cn'.ulinamarca, the rich- 
est and most populous province of \ew Grenada, having refused 
to join the umon, and mipeded by its example the union of aix 
others. 
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Such was the interaal sluuition of New Grenada, when general 
Bolivar arrived from Carihagena at Tunja, on the 22d November 
1814, where the congress was tliun assembled. 

The name of Bolivar was already so generally known, and liis 
reputation so highly established, that he was received by congress 
with distinguished honors. The members of this ass<^mbly , admired 
in him bis successful march from Carthagena to Caracas, a year 
before, and regarded him as a hero, a skilfiil soldier, and one of 
the greatest patriots on earth. Those few, full^ acquainted with 
the leading cirrumstances, which united lo his favor to raise him 
to power and fame, those who saw in him an ambitious and selfish 
leader, who tried to abuse his power, without having the capacity 
required to sustain sncli n station, were of course silencet] bv the 
great majority, and dared uot oppose the enthusiastic reception of 
general Hulivar. 

^V'c have scon that these leading facts were 1st, the projHivLi! of ' 
Felix Ribas, to his corupauious assembled at Carthagena, ui Liie 
end of 1812, to unite to avenge the cruelties of Monteverde and 
his subalterns, committed in Venezuela after Miranda^s arrest. 2d, 
Ribas nominadon as commander-in-chief of this expedition, no con- 
fidence bemg placed in his cousin Bolivar, after his having clandes- 
tmely deserted the fortress of Porto Cabello, entrusted to him by 
general Miranda. 3d, How Ribas at last succeeded to prevail 
over his countrymen in obtaining the nomination of colonel Boli- 
var as their rninmander in liis place. 4th, How llohvar proposed, 
after the dclection of colonel Manuel Castillo's forces, to abandon 
the enterprise, and to retreat airain lo Carthagena, and bow Ri- 
bas, colonel Brizeno, and some few others, persuaded hiiu to 

So forward. 6tli, How tiie cruelties of the Spaniards had driven 
le Veneraielans to despair, who rallied by Uiousands under 
standard of then* countrymen, Bolivar and Ribas ; how the Creole 
troops, in the beguming of some combats, deserted the Spanish 
colours and joined the patriots i how BoGvar was home by the 
force and union of the most favorable circumstances to a fortunate 
grandeur and gloiy ! 

We have seen further how easy it was for him to force Marino 
to unite, and obey him, and to drive the scattered and discourag- 
ed remainder of the Sjianish troops fore%'er out of liis country ; to 
assemble a congress, and to e liberty and prosperity to his coun- 
trymen. He did noiliing ol all tliis ; his aim was power, absolute 
power, in prosperity, and when the ume bad arrived to show hb 
sidll, courage, and superiority in that adversity which befel him 
after the loss of the batde of La Puerta, he suddenly deq>aired9 
and left hb deceived countrymen in the greatest misery, and em* 



Digitized by Google 



nifOIRS or BOUVAR. 



85 



barked hastily at Cumana, anxious to save himself. We hwe 
seen how RIbas and others remained, how the two dictators were 

received and treated by Arismcndy and Bermiidcs, Sec. These 
leading facts were totally imknouii, or disregarded by the mass of 
ilie j^eople, who only admired the brilliancy and the rapid success- 
es of Holivar's entry into Caracas. 

The critical situation of the congress at Tunja, increased by tlie 
tidings of the formidable expedition preparing at Cadiz, under 
command of general Bforillo, ready to cross the ocean, and to de- 
stroy them. They felt the necessity of acting more yigorously, 
and of being better united. Two measures were adopted as the 
most important and pressing : 1st, to force the president of the 
pro?ince of Cundinamarca to unite that province with Uie con- 
fess ; 2dly, to march against Santa IMartha, the only fortified sea- 
port in New Grenada, rciirainiiiL; in t!ip power of Spain, lis pos- 
session was very important for ilie republic, lying at the mouth of 
the large river Magdalona, which opened the way to the internal 
provinces, and the city of Jiogola. 

The arrival of general Bolivar gave a greater activity to these 
projected measures, and he was entrusted with both. Every ex- 
erdoD was made to collect troops and to provide for their wants } 
general Urdaneta was ordered to join Bolivar with his strong divis^ 
ion, which retreated after the battle of La Puerta in Venezuela, 
10 the ci^ of Cucuta in the interior of New Grenada, and Boli- 
var was proclaimed commander-in-chief of the three forces under 
the title of captain general of Vrnvzueln and JSTew Grenada, 

He departed from Tunja in Dee* tulier ISM, and marched with 
Ms troops against Bogota, to force tlic president, Alvarez, to join 
and obey the cone;ress. The city was surrounded, and attacked 
by <Nrder of Bolivar j and as some entrenchments made in the 
hurry two years ago, in the. time of a civil war with Marino, were 
almost tottdly ruined, the mhabitants could not resist, with 
ihdr few anned men, against, at least, two thousand. Bolivar re- 
ceived a d^tttation from the president, Alvarez, who had ample 
powers to sign a capitulation, which was granted. By it, the prov- 
ince of Cundinamarca consented to join die union, and to obey 
and acknowledge the authorltv of the ronscress, with the condition 
that they might enjoy the same priviU i^es as the other ])rovinces, 
which was granted. But notwithstanding diis capitulation, signed 
and ratified by Bolivar, he perniiiied the pillacce of a part of this 
beautiful and large city, during; forty-eight hours; a iact notorious 
and known to many eye witnesses of tliis strange proceeding ; 
and when Alvarez and many other inhabitants of Bogota made him 
the sttongeat-repiesenta^ms against such a behavbur, he replied 
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in nn nnLrrr tone, that ho was authorized by the laws of wni to act 
as he did, because the inlrabitants of the city had re^isied hh 
troops, aud deserved piuiisluneut. This act was Liteatly di-ri^i- 
proved of, it being agauist all laws of war in civilized counlrieSj to 
plunder a city after a capitulation signed and approved by both 
parties. Tlie excesses and cruel&es committed, particularij 
against females, were great and horrid, and his troops loaded them- 
selves with gold, silver, and jewels, of every kind ! 

The Junta of Bogota invited congress to assemble ag^o io'their 
city, which invitation was complied with ; and soon afterwards the 
deputies once more assembled in this capital. Congress now had 
means and power to art, and its measures gained more cners:\', 
and were more elFicient. They made some salutary reforms in 
the adniiulstration, and named an executive power of three mem- 
bers, roii.^ibiing of Manuel Hodrisruez Torrices, the late president 
at Cardiugcua, Garcia Rubera, and Manuel Pey, men well kuovva 
for tlieir unfeigned patriotism and talents. The title of president, 
as leader of die Provincial Government, was changed into that of 
governor, and all the governors of the federal provinces were sub- 
jected to the autiiority of the congress, and required to give a 
(Hrect account of all tliat passed in their respective provinces to 
the Executive Convention, which had very extended power. 

The union of Cundinamarca and the changes made I)y eoncrress 
had a very favorii})]c influence upon the inhabitants of Xew Gren- 
ada, wlio were further pleased, as various aggravating laws 
were abolished, and many strangers called to settle amongst them 
by a decree of congress of the 13tli July 1S14, by which protec- 
tion and assistance were promised to them. A wanufactor}* of 
arms was established at Andocbia and another of hats at Bogota. 
The liberty of the press was unrestrained and a great many cler- 
gymen distinguished themselves injhe most sacred cause of liber- 
erty and independence. 

A great many strangers came to establish themselves at Car- 
thagena, where they met with a kind reception, and were strofigly 
protected by congress, and the provincial government. Others 
entered tlie service in their army. Pierre Lahal and Jean C;[<- 
tellux were named lo command in chief tlie forces of the land 
troops, and Luis Aury those ol the marijie. Ducoudray Holstcin 
received the command of the fort of Boca Chica in very criti- 
cal cuvumstances, and was at the head of the troops by land and 
sea. 

In comparing this true and honorable manner of acdng by New 
Grenada, with that of the dictators, we regret to say that the gov- 
enmientof the two dictators, Bolivar and Marino, in Venezuela io 
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IS 13 and 18H, was the reverse of the former. Tlic dictators 
had neither laws nor tjxed rules in ilieir repubhcs, so called ; the 
security of persons and property depended on their will, and de- 
cree } the liberty of the press was a mere name ; a single phrase 
which tn editor would have published in bis paper against the rulers 
would have been punished instantly ; taxes and contributions were 
increased} and misery, ruin, and death, were the fruits of their 
memorable dictatorial go\ e r nmept. Tbej destroyed what the con- 
gress in New Grenada had created, and the presence of genera] 
Bolivar, in the latter promce, was as pernicious as his appearance 
was in Venezuela. 

We have seen nlreadv liow lie acted in Venozticla as dictator ; 
now we will see how far liis presence in New (ireiiarhi was periii- 
c ious to the welfare of the latter. After some stav at H^uota, gen- 
trai Holivar departed wiiii his troops, and arrived at Honda, where 
large barges were in readiness to embark them on the river Mag- 
dalene, which they descended. He arrived at the beautiful city 
of Mom^x, which was on a large and elevated island in the midst 
oftbe nver. Its inhabitants were rich, and have distinguished 
themselves in tiie revolution hy their enthusiasm for liberty, and 
their courage. This spirit extended to the fair sex ; they killed, 
in one nl^lu, 400 well drilled ajid armed Spanlaids, wliieli iMorillo 
sent as a garrison, and dt dared again in favor of freedom and lib- 
erty- Tliis roiira^eous deed was done by the advice, and the 

Sarticipadon of tlie women at Mompox, iu tlie night of the lOiii 
une, ISIG. 

As soon as the Spanish governor at Santa Martha, general Mon* 
talvoy was informed that general Bolivar had descended the river 
at the betd of a numerous body of troops, and had arrived at Mom- 
pox, iMfHu^pected its destination, and fek very much alarmed. The 

fortress was in a pitiful miserable state foi^defence, badly suj^ 
plied, and not having 200 men to defend it. Ail those well ac- 
quainted with the miserable state of this fortress, and the bitter 
secret hatred with which die inhal)itaiits of Santa Martha sutiered 
the arbitrary and sanicninary actions of the too well known Montal- 
vo, agree in opinion that if general Bolivar had presenteil himself 
wall his army, as he was ordered to do. the majority of the inhabi- 
tants would have forced the feeble garrison to open to him the 
gates, and would have received him as their liberator. Montalvo, 
sanniioary and cruel, was a great coward, and Bad already be- 
spoken a French vessel, in which he caused his mostvalual^le ef- 
fects to be embarked secretly, and was ready to fly at the first 
alarm. Such was the state of Santa Martha at the arrival of general 
Bolivar at Mompox. 
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But general Bolivar preferred to sacrifice tlic wrUnio of his 
cause, niul to for2;ct the sacred en^agemuiits taken with tiie con- 
gress to conquer S;nita Afartha, as he })roniised the day before his 
departure froinTunja lu various of its members, in order to avenge 
himself of a personal insult, received of colonel Manuel Castillo, 
as I have stated in another chapter, where the latter left him fiilh 
his troops on his mareh against Venezuela in January, 1813. 

Here are the true particulars of this not much knorm action of 
general Bolivar, which was the cause of the total ruin of New 
Grenada in 1813. 

The inhabitants of Mompox received Boli\^r and his troops 
with open arms, well persuaded that he was going to takp Santa 
Martha, possession of which was hiirhl)- important for the commerce 
and welfare of tiie former. Thib, and liis principal oflicers' assur- 
ances, that such was his intention, increased the general satisfac- 
tion. Some respectable and well informed men have assured me 
positively, that such was his first and firm intention, and* it is just 
to mention it here ; hut unluckily for him [and New Grenada, 
general Bolivar has not strei^th of character enough to pursue a 
settle plan with vigour and energy; unless his own personal in- 
terest is particularly ooncemed. In this latter case he will per* 
form every thing, except feats of personal danger and daring, to 
gain his aim. He prefers circuitous roads and dissimulation to 
frnnkncss, or loses his fortitude as soon as he feels himself desti- 
tute of assistance, or the weaker party. 

At the head of the municipality (city common council) of tbe 
city of Mompox, was, at tliat time, Mr. Celedonio Pineres, as cor- 
regidor, or mayor. He was the eldest brother of the two Pineres, 
of which Gabriel (vice-president of Carthagena) tried to remove 
Manuel Rodriguez Torrices, the president of that government, in 
union with general ^Uvar, as I have related before. This Cele- 
donio Pineres had very frequent opportunities to converse with the • 
general, as the latter lived in his bouse. He communicated to 
him all that had happened after his departure from Carthagena, 
where his two hrolhers, during tlie absence of Manuel R. Torrices, 
who was cJ^lled to Bogota, as one of tlie commissioners of tlie ex- 
ecutive named by congress, were try'mz, again to get die upper 
hand. Castillo, at tliat time, uiiii his army at St. Stanislaus and 
Baraquilla, hearmg of what was going on in Carthagena, assem- 
Ued ms principal officers and proposed to l|iem to march against 
his native place, to restore the legitimate governor of the province 
to hoB office, and to re-establish order in the public affiurs, having 
received various letters from his friends calling on him and his 
troops for assistance. I was, at this time, with general Castillo 
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and intimate witJi ijiin, so that I was acquainted with all the par- 
ticulars whicli 1 relate, and could name, if necessary, iliu friends 
of order which wrote to Castillo. I saw all these letters which he 
communicated to me. In this private council of war, held bj 
Castillo, it was determined to march against Carthagena, and to 
defeat tlie whole faction. This was done very easily, having the 
majority of the inhabi^uits on our side, who opened tlie outer land^ 
gate, called the half-moon, at two o'clock in the morning, without 
nnv rc^istanro on the 5th of January 1815, and Pinerps, Di llm- 
gar,* and aliout twcnly otlnTS, of the ringleudrix, wwv arrested, 
and put into ilir j)ris ons of ihc lacjuisition. Unl ic''ni'r;il Cn^^tillo 
not saiislicd, cuadciiiiiLd to deportation all iliesc leaders, aiid re- 
mained in quiet possession ol Cardiagcna, where Juan de Dios 
Amador was elected governor of tlie province. 

Caledonia proposed now to Bolivar to avenge his brothers, and 
10 force Castillo to recal them and their friends. The captain 
general, who hated Casdllo mortally, saw a welcome occasion to 
avenge his personal insult, clmnged bis mind, and followed the per^ 
Odious suggestions of Caledonia Pinercs. Holivar flattered him- 
self with the liopc that the strancjers might he now in his favour, 
knowing that lliey were nnicli di<p!ensed with the hanzfitr man- 
ners, and arbitrarv measures ol Castillo in C utha'^ciia. He im- 
agined that these stranirors, united with tin nnmeions sccri't 
friends of the banished hi otlier Pineres would leave liitiMio Jiiore 
to do than to present himself, with Ids troops, before tlie fortress 
of Carthagena, to see its gates opened to receive him. But as he 
could by no means go against Carthagena instead of Santa Mar- 
tha, he consulted with his new friend to find a plausible pretext to 
put bis army in march. Then general Bolivar, who like the greatest 
part of his countrymen, the iidiahiiants of Caracas, is very dissem- 
4)tin^, and very dexterous in finding out various secret means to 
intrigue, nnrl to gain lii=: nimby numerous windings nnii donhlinirs 
— he openly jirnfossed to be a wnrm patriot, a di«;intcresl(!d sohher, 
who wished lor the welfan* ol his country, but was always anx- 
ious to save his reputation and zealous to preserve his authority. 
In the preservation of diis absolute power hes exclmivdy, all the 



* Thh D«iha|^r was a proh'^s-' of n^'wrA llolivar, ■when dirtator at Caracas, and 
coDimaitfled the «ic^ bofiire Porto Cabello, aod was one of the fimt who fled wboo 
Bovr« came aftw tho hnltle of La Pncrta to Porto CaMlo in June, 1814. This snmo 
DubafW wa-> :i V i,iiiit> unlx'antiv! ( nluni ] (.r I'T vi'ii -. wlio lrenit>lril *-\'i <'riii-K , w in a 
Ca<tilTo •ii-ui one oi his olliccrs wiUi guanlt d men lo urrcsl hiin Ujat same uigtit. Thia 
otKrcr. ca{itaiM Clarcia, told me afterward, laugluof , that he had never aeen Mich cow- 
acdiee ia a cUonei! 
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patriotism of general Bolivar. Here is the pretext of which he 
made use to cover bis secret purpose of revenge on tliis occasion. 

He sent an officer (ilic " Mnc Thomas Montilla whom ho had 
Fent to general Miranda in June 1812, aftei liis desertion troni 
Porto Cahello) to the government nt Carth'.i<;t na, in order lo de- 
mand from it arms, ammuniiion ^c. oi' uliich he was in great 
need, as he pretended, to enable him to carry on the siege of 
Santa Mardia. Tliis demand greatly surprised the government 
of Cartbagena, as its members were well aware that general Boli- 
var was amply provided with all the necessary means to besiege 
Santa Martha ; it appeared to them strange, too, that the general 
sent diis letter after a stay of about a iortnight at Moropox, and 
that he had not applied in embarking at Honda. More strange 
did it appear lo them, how he sliould not have known as posilive- 
Iv as they did in Cnrtline;rna, the miserable state of Santa Martha, 
and the readiness of its inhabitants to open the gatts to him as 
soon as he sliould present himself widi an imposinL^ i i inbtr of 
troops. All these considerations together gave ri>e lo many sus- 
* picions, and ilie men best informed, considering the ciiaracier of 
general Bolivar, suspected that bis real intention was to raider 
himself master of Cartbagena, to displace Castillo, and to punish 
him, in revenge for the affi-ont received in January 1813 ; to 
change afterwards the existing government in recalling the banish- 
ed brothers, Fiucrcs, and finally to march with the n oops of Car- 
tbagena united with his own, and the means which diis well fur- 
nished fortress could afford him, a second time against Caracas lO 
free his native land, and thf n re-establi^li liis lost dictatorship. 

As soon as this letter was rrceived, the i^rnerai Manuel Castillo 
and the lieuienant colonel Mai ino Moiitilla (brodier of Thomas) 
at that time a bitter enemy lo Jiolivar, suggested to the governor, 
what niight be the real imentions of tlie general. It was, there- 
fore, concluded to send an officer who could be relied on to gen- 
eral Bolivar at Mompox. The bearer of these letters was one of 
the aid-de-camps of general Castillo, captain Manuel DaviUa«— 
The general wrote in his lettt r to Bolivar : tliat he would sup- 
ply him, with pleasure, widi all tiiat he wanted; he would find 
in die magazine at Savanilla, a small fort and sea port at twenty 
leagues distant from Mompox, beiwren that city and Santa Mar- 
dia, all dial he deniandt cl, and Uiat he, Castillo, had ah'eady de- 
livi red the nerrss.iiy orders to th >t effect ; he could nevertheless 
assure him posilively by all the secret intelligences received iiom 
Sanui Alardia, Uiat its inhubitaiiis were waidng for him, and his 
army, and ready to open the gates as soon as he would present 
lumsetfl He added : " he could easily coDTince himself of the 
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mith, if he would solely advance with his troops, as far as the 
banks of the Cioneira river," Sec. 

The !;overiior Jiuin de Dios Amador confirmed, in a separate 
letter, all that general Castillo had stated, and urged Bolivar iu a 
very pathetic and strong, but obliging manner to lose not a single 
moment in advancing against Santa Martha, the inhabitants of which 
would receive him as their liberator. 

Captam Davilla met with a very harsh reception in delivering 
his letters^to general Bolivar, who was still at Mompox. When 
DaviUa came back to Carthngena he repeated to various of his 
friends some expressions wliicli were not very polite, nor worthy 
to be used in the ordiiiarv w;n of conversation. He added that 
various of Bolivar's oHicfrs in^sulted him, and proposed to the gen- 
eral to arrest and treat him as a spy, sent cxprr^ly from Cartha- 
gcna to examine what was passing; in their head quarters ! This 
party spirit, this hatred, diis unworthy treatment of an officer in 
mission, deserving at least a civil, though it should be a cool re- 
ception, was communicated from the commander-in-chief to the sub- 
alterns, and showed clearly the vindictive character of Bolivar 
against Castillo and all who came from him. Davilla was dismiss- 
ed without any answer ! ^ 

The festivals, balls, dinners, he. at Mompox, of which Bolivar 
is a passionate friend, lasted during the whole time of his stay ; 
and the attack upon Santa Mardia was delayed. It appears that 
in leavins; Mompox, he had already di termiued to act hostilely 
against Cartliagtnia ; and in descending tlie river from .Momj)ox 
to Magdalena, he gave orders to seize all Uic armed gun-boats 
which general GasdUo had established on the river, to Keep the 
communication open between Carthagena, Honda and Bogota. 
He declared the officers to be his prisoners, and gave tlie com- 
mand to others chosen out of his army. This manifesdy hostile act 
against Carthagena showed clearly his real intentions. 

He debarked his troops at the little fort called Carabano, and 
in«;(end of marchins; direcdv against Santa Martha, wliere all were 
in tlie icreatest consternation, he left it behind and directed his 
marcii llirousrh Baraquilla, Soledad, St. Stani'-lans a'j;ainst Cartha- 
gena. His head-(piarters were established at Purhello, four 
leagues from the latter city. Here new festivals and balls, were 
his occupation for a fortnight. 

The inhabitants of Carthagena, anxious to hear from general 
Bolivar, followed his operations and lived in hopes he mi^t act 
in accordance with their wishes, and take Santa Martha. But as 
soon as the news arrived of his hostility against the patriot gun- 
boats belonging to Uie republic, as soon aik his arrival at Tur- 
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bacco was known, tlie general indignation raised to such a degree, 
that they for*;ot the arbitrary acts of general CastiUo, and organ- 
ized tliemselves in regular corps to repulse by force of arms, the 
unheard of attempt of general Jioli\'ar against his brethren, against 
cause of freedom and iiidcpciidcnce. 3lore tiian six hun- 
dred strangers establisliod at CarihnL^cna rallied round the gov- 
eniment and joined the armed inliabiiaiits', in orijanizing the 
rnmp and jnounlin<r jrtnn'*:. dVncral Castillo had never 
been so powerful n*^ (inrini:; liie >>ic2;e ol Cartliaircna. Martial law 
\vi\'< pmrlninied, wliicli L'avc hitn iin!iiii!t«'d power, and each one 
was auxiuijs to prove bis dcvoiiuii lo ihc cause. Many diou.^and?, 
and ainoni^st tbcin the most dislinzuiblied ludics in Cartbairena, 
worked day and night at the fortifications, erected and enlarged in 
order to put the place in a better state of defence. 

Soon after Bolivar's departure from Carthnn^cna to Timja, Dti- 
coudrav Ifolstoin was appointed conniiancler of the four beautiful 
forts of Boca Chica, which are Uie key of New Grenada. These 
forts are at the entry of Uie sea-port of Cartbai^ena, and lay at 
the month of a very deep and wide canal, four leagues Ions:, by 
whicli the vessels pn ^ iiilo tlin port of the latter })lace. Tliese 
forts were ronsidereii k( \ of the main, and were a po<t of 
honor nii'l (oiifidence, in the euininand of tb:>t oflirrr in a ime of 
civil war, in wliieh he served a£;:iinsl L'eneral l>uh\ ar, ai.d whilst 
Morilla and Morales besieged Carlbagena and Boca Chica. lie 
was fortunate enough to save the foreigners at Carthagcna, who 
came to save their lives under the protectk>n of the batteries of 
these forts. He was, therefore, perfectly able to be well inform- 
ed of all secret transacUons passing at that time. 

General Bolivar bein^ soon ac(]uainted widi what passed in 
Carthagcna, and learning the general indignation felt against iiim, 
hofinn lo ft :tr nnd f<»el that he had acted too rashly. I?tit being 
no mni'e tliiiii loiir league^ iVoiii ( 'nrtliairena (at Tnriiaci <. j nnd 
unable to return and ntttK'k Saiita .ManlKi, and his bo-iilo mt* u- 
tion- a:rainst Cai iljaL.eija bt iiig too mut b uivnlLred, he rcM>lvcti to 
tlirovv off, as much as |X)ssible, bis resj)onsibility. lie assembled 
a great council of war, and there he spoke a long time, and with 
great warmth, against the government of Carthagena ; and at the 
end of his speech he asked the advice of his oflicers, and sound- 
ed their dispositions to know how he should act in this dilemma. 
Not one of tiicse oflicers opposed the intentions of their com- 
mander, and had vigour of mind enough to represent ihe disgmce- 
fiil consequences of acting as enemies against a province which 
had always f hown pntrinti'^in niTfl zc nl fnr the sacred cause of lib- 
erty, and never given any motive of disunion or disobedience to 
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The true friends of Holivar endeavored now to represent to him 
the (h t-adful eonse(|eiices ol siieh a siege, and nsv.d every exertion 
to make liiiii (iesi>t froui il; but he was deaf, and persisted in be- 
sieging liie slrongcsi fortress in the present repnblic of Colonibia, 
The govermneut of Carlhagena called general Ducoudra) lloliiein 
for some iropoitant military transaction from Boca Cbica to Car- 
thageoa; he departed the 16th April, and visited the fortificauoos 
at the forts of San Felipe and tlie Cerro by re(}uest of the gov* 
enunoDt. He saw with pleasure that all was in good order, am* 
munhions and provisions plents-, and joy reigning every where ; 
all expressed to him tiie highest indignation against the ridiculous 
attempt of general Bolivar, who treated his countrymen, his fellow 
citi/ens, fighting for the same enn«e, like enemies. So did the 
irilr.ihiinnts of Carthagena, when' Ducoudray remained a couple 
ol iJours, and then returned to his \ut<i. No one, of all the inhab- 
itants in Cartliagena, or in JJoca Cliica, was afraid of liohvar, 
knowing perfectly well that he was unable to take citlier place ; 
bat oonmierce was totally annihilated by cutting off all intercourse 
between Bogota, the interior provinces of New Grenada and Car^ 
tbagena. The merchants of Carthagena, Mompox and Bogota^ 
applied in vain to general Bolivar for the restitution of their con- 
fiscated proper^, lie replied that he could not do any thing for 
ttiem, and spent the money resulting from these confiscations, 
more than two nnllions of doHars in value, for his troops. This 
siege l i'-fed until the 20tli March, l)ul was rediiceil to a i)ure hloek- 
ade, duiinfr which, the diseases antl lint mortalilv, natural eonse- 
quenccs ot the miseries felt by the besieging troops, in liieir camp 
upfju La Pupa, increased e\eiy day. 

The cruel and sanguinarv Spanish general, Moutalvo, being nora- 
inaied commander-in-chief of die army, and informed of their civfl 
Hottbles, desired to take advantage of them, and sent two letters 
to the governor of Carthagena, Don Juan de Dios Amador, to 
propose to him to unite his provinces with Spam. The official 
answer of the latter, deserves to be cited here as an account of 
the noble sentiments of its author, and as an unanswerable proof of 
the hostile intentions of general Bolivar against the republic of Car- 
thagena. 

These were his words : " We wanted by no means tlie pro- 
tection w liieh your excellency offers us, in your (h'spatelies of the 
25ih Mai'cli, and the 15th of the present niondi, in whicii you pro- 
pose to end the troubles which exist between us and general BoU- 
var ; and supposing we did want them, we cotdd not at aJl accept 
them. We prefer rather to perish a thousand times in this strug- 
gle, than to obtain, by such means, a trimnph, which would im- 
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doubtedly cover us ^th shame, and would end in the destruction 
of our liberty and independence. 

Your excellency has addressed yourself to our ambition, and 
you expect to gain by our internal troubles, but you are entirely in 
error ; there has lieen no division or misunderstanding in regard 
to the cause ol iil>crty ; no personal consideration, no opinion, no 
private partiality, can ever disunite ns. ISIoreovcr, when otir am- 
bition is invfjked, and we are exhorted to delcnd our riglits, and 
repulse Ity lon e of arms, all that your cxrellency would under- 
take to rc>i.>t, oiirtyrnnts, — how could you have liiouglii, we should 
act in so cuuardly u manner us to be ever able or disposed to unite 
ourselves with them ? Your excellency might have made us more 
flattering propositions, ivfaich might perhaps have influenced us ; 
.but having made these, they can be no other than very revolting 
in form, and in substance. And who would not be shocked, and 
with reason in hearing that a man like you, who trembles at the 
mere name of Bolivar, dare propose as your excellency does, to 
exhort us to serve as an instrument to save you, and who, at 
tlie same thne recommend to us to enter ngnin into slave.iy ? Whnt 
impudenro, what gross ignorance in niienipdii;^ to interlere, and . 
to offer liiuiseir to take an active j^arl in tlie dilierenees between 
freemen ; and wli ii is more, with tlie iuteutiou of breaking their 
chains to reduce tliem again to slavery ? 

Experience should have apprised you, that these haughty 
expressions, which oflTend us much more by theur ridiculous prom- 
ises of pardon, than by their style, do not at all impose upon us ; 
nor will they intimidate us. You have, therefore, taken a gratuit- 
ous trouble, by ai&cting so ithk li concern, so much interest, and 
so much sorrow for our domestic dissentions. We know, perfect- 
ly, that no coimtry has ever rendered itself independent, without 
experiencing troubles, and convulsions. We endure ihem, always 
keeping in mind tneir coinmenrcmeni and their end ; and we feci 
that it is nccr^^nry to make some sacrifires. Tliey w'lW end at 
last; and, if they should not terniinate sponianeou'^Iy, it will he 
our duty to bring them to an end. But what is liiis lu you ? \N hat 
hii\ e you to do widi the free and independent counties of ?sew 
Grenada ? Is it to have the empty name of governor of this peo- 
ple, or to be so in reality ? 

In regard to the remainder of your excellency's despatches, 
I will submit them to the congress,*' be. 

General Bolivar continued to besiege Catthagena, even after 
having received the othcial news, which the governor transmitted 
him through a mes^cii2;rr, of the arrival of the great expedidoo 
from Cadiz, at the island of Margarita, under the orders of gen- 
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eralMorillo (March 25.) The commissioner of the congress of 

New Grenada, ilie rrverend father Marimon, the governor of Car- 
tiiagena, Juan de Dies Amador, and various others, visited gener- 
al liolivar al Jiis liead (iiiariors ol" Ira Popa, and made him the 
most iirjient rcprescntalions ii|)()n llie iheadlnl rons^uinences of a 
civil war in :5ncli rirennistatict's, and m i^ed liini to Join his remain- 
ing^ forces with tiiose ol ( 'arlhaj^iMia, and march united against 
liieir coumion enemy. They offered him the command-m-chicf, 
ammtimtion, provisions, and dl necessary supplies, to enable him 
to keep the field. But all was in vain; he replied, he would con- 
sent under one condition, which was that Carthagena should open 
to him the gates, and receive him with his troops into the fortress. 
As bis secret intentions were too well known, tlx y feared, not 
^viihout some reason, that once master of llie place, he would 
ilnnk of notiuog else but to avenge himself, and to satisfy his 
passion. 

All nej;ociations were a^ain l)rok(Mi olF, ami hostilities renewed, 
notwillisiandin^ the Spanish general Morillo, who ai lived at Santa 
Martha, and had debarked u htron^j body of li'oops, was already 
iu hii rear. . ' . . 

The garrison of Carthagena had made various sordes, but they 
were constantly repelled by the troops of Bolivar. At the begin- 
ning of May, Bolivar at last began to open his eyes, and to con- 
reive that he could do ah-olntely nothitii: against Carthagena,— 
He found himself rednerd to the hnmiliating necessity of sending 
to his enemy, i^cncral Castillo, a flaii of truce, through which he 
reqtie^ted an interview with liini. 'i'liis interview was mana<i;rd 
bv the lather -Marimoii, coiinni^sioner oi (lie (-onzress, at that time 
assembled at Hoi^ota, who wasseiU e\press]\, as soon as tins as- 
semblv receiveil the di'eadlul news ol Hohviir's man h against 
Cariha'j;cna, instead of Santa Alartha. This cleriiv man, ahhotij^h 
of a weak and litnid character, wus, iie\ erlhelL.vs, u very rcspcct- 
abe man^honest, uprl^^hi, and an ardent patriot. He consulted 
with the governor and the doctor Pedro Gual, and after some vis- 
hs paid by Marimon and doctor Pedro Gual at the quarters of 
general 13 jlivar, after many conferences on the part of the two 
former with Castillo, who irave his coM> nt very reluctantly, the 
meetins; was at Inst fixed on ilie >^tli of May. 

At tlie appoinlt - i' > . father Marimon cundncted ireneral Cas- 
tillo out of the i;ates ol ( arlhai^ena, tit the lo(U of La l*opa, wlierc 
general Bolivar wailed for him in a sniall private honse, chosen 
expressly for this pmpose. 'J'heir nuitnal reeej)iion was, in the 
beginning, rather cool an<l stilT, hut Marimon prevailed upon 
them to put themselves, at least polilically, in good accordance.— 
13 
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A treaty of peace and friendship was then drawn up, by which 
these two commanders solemnly promised mutually to lorgei what 
had passed, and to Uvein good harmony and iViendchip. General 
Bolivar consented to give the commnnd of hi^ nrin\ to creneral 
Florencio Palacio, his cousin, and emhuiked tlic lUtli ot M:iy on 
board of nn Ensrlish armed brig, with about a do/t n of liis ollicors, 
and depa lied for the island of Jamaica, witlioul having eiueicd 
the city of Carthau,cna. 

Before he embarked, he published the following remarkable 
proclaraaiiou :— " Soldiers ! The general govemment of New 
Grenada has put me at your head, to break the fetters of our 
brethren of the provinces of Santa Martha, Maracaybo, Coro, and 
Caracas, who groan under their chains. 

"Venezuelans! — You would have returned to your country, 
and you, Grcnadans, would have remained in yours, crowned ulih 
laurels. But this- felicity, this happiness, has turned totally into 
iTiisrhicf and unhappines?. Yom arms have destroyed no tyrant, 
hilt have been stained with thr blood of your brethren in two 
batdes, very different in tin Ir aim, and very iiainful to our feel- 
ing's. We fought in Cundinamarca (Bogjoia) in order to obtain a 
re-union; heje (at Carthagena) to obtain mutual co-operation ; 
on boili occasions we have been covered with glory. We have 
been generous in both actions; we have granted pardon to the 
vanquished, and given them equal rights, and admitted them on 
the same footing with ourselves. ^^ f have united w ith those 
who have been against us, to march tluis united, and free them 
from slavery, and save their fortunes and their families. The is- 
sue of die campaign is yet undecided. You will into the ter- 
ritory of the enemy and terminate it, in disputing; with ine our 
triumph over tyranny. Yon. who will devote tlie remainder of your 
da\ s to nivf frredoin to your rountry, are fortnnnte ; but 1, who 
cannot accompany von, und who am iorced to lar horn \ ene- 
zuela, in distant and foreign lands, in order to establish peace be- 
between yoti and your countiymen, I am the most unfortunate 
of men. 

(*Grenadans, and Venezuelans! — lam torn away from you, 
who have been my companions in so many disasters and batdes, 
to go and live in inactivity, and not to die for m^ country ! Judge 
of my sorrows and of the greatness of the sacriBce, which I make 
of my heart, my fortune, and my glory, in renouncing the honor 
of leading you to victory. The welfare of the army requires it 
impnnoii«;ly. \ have not iiesitated ; your existence here and mine 
are incompatible with each T>ther. I have preferred yours ; your 
and my welfare, thai of our brethren, of my iriciids, in" fine, liiat 
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of all, depends on die welfare of die republic. Farewell, fare- 
weU ! This 9th May 1815. 

(Signed) BOUVAR. 

Here is uguiii one of tliose captivating proclamations \v hich de- 
serves some explanation. General BoHto commences this address 
widi a very singular phrase in saying, ^ Venezuelans ! — ) ou have 
returned to your country crowned with laurels but this felicityt 

this happiness, has been turned totally into unhappinesss and mis- 
chief. Your arms have b(;cn stained with the blood of yom* breth- 
ren," &c. How (may I ask) could tlioy return to t\u '\v r nuntry, 
crowned with laurels ? Was it heraijse they had forced a defence- 
less city, as was Hogota, or because thcv suftercfl it to be pillnc:- 
ed (hirin'j:; fnrtv ciirht hours ? And wlio hn< hindt.red this felici- 
ty, — wlio has .staiiu'd liib aruis with the hlooil of his brcllireu ? 
What will be said ami thought of such language, after reading the 
particulars, unfortunately loo true, of tlie proceedings of general 
Bolivar against Carthagena ? The dexterity, to say no more of 
it, with which he tried to make the public, who were ignorant of 
these circumstances, believe that he had sacrificed his existence 
lo the welfare of his countryiiiin, maybe calK d, witli great reason, 
an oriental phrase ! After having contrihuii'd very actively to 
lose the cause in Venezuela, and then in New Grenada ; after hav- 
ing shed tlie blooil uf lii^ innocent cotinirymon, ns patriotic as him^ 
sfJf ; after having desolntrd the provliicf ol ( ';irih;i!i('ii;i, hciiayed 
the confidence of the congress, imd put the Spaiiiards in Santa 
iMartha, at their ease, and proem cd itic means for .MoriUo lo find 
this foriified sea-port, into wliich h*; t iitered with his iroups soon 
afterwards ; after having facilitated the entry of tlie Spanimds 
into the interior of New Grenada, general Bolivar Ibresaw per- 
fectly well that all would be lost very soon, and that he might have 
been arraigned and tried for not having followed the instructions 
of Congress ! It was for these reasons that he thought proper to 
save himself and put his person in security, in preference to re- 
maining at the head of his army, to accept tlic pro)3osab of the 
government of Cardiagena, and to march against the enemy to 
make reparation for the faults lie had committed, and to die a glo- 
rious death, if necessnrv, in- ihe defence of his country. Hut far 
from this, Bolivar em jarked for Jamaicn, where he was very safe, 
aiid fhstani from danger! IVobody had forctd him to give up the 
command of his army; on the contrary, Uie connnand of the two 
armies,^ 1 have mentioned, was at his disposal; but the govern- 
ment refused the admission of his army into tlte fortress, as very 
unpolitic and inexpedient, fearing with reason, an unhappy con- 
ilict between the two parties, in the state of animosity of the 
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troops of Cartliagcuu, ugaiust those under comniUiid of general 
Bolivar. 

Boliw wished to make it believed by this ad captandum pro- 
clamation, that be was totally innocent, and the victira of some 
secret enemy, or a faction. But there existed no such thing ; 

it was himself only wiio caused the death of more than a thou- 
sand of his soldiers, the dreadiul cons< quence of a s\c^e which 
ended with the evacuation of Cartliasena, and tlie dcstruc- 
lion of tlic province of I^ew Grenada, and of the liberty of that 
province 1 



CHAPTER X. 

Consequences of BoKvaf^s hesiesrins^ Carthagena — SitwUum of 
Afi0 Grenada and V'^enezm ln — Marquis de San Jjeon and 
Captain General Ca^ai'^Denth of Borr^ — Kjcnition of 
miat-^-Crueiiies of Morales — Compiraaf of the Blacks, ISl 5. 

General Bolivar's deparmre .:;n«' l^k at power to his rival gen- 
eral, ^hiiuiel Castillo, and notvviui-t.iiidiii:: tIm' lormnl ju-omise to 
forget the pa^l, to live in iiood lianiioiiN r.itd t!•iemi^i^ip, llie hiltcr- 
ness of party spirit and ihcHuiaio huiu d wliit li exists between the 
Caraguin and Grenadan, still continued in its force. The 
chiefs of Bolivar^s troops, now under the command of general Flo- 
rencio Palacios, were greatly excited against all who belonged to the 
army of Carthagena, and particularly against its commander, generr 
al Castillo. 

Bolivar before his departure had appointn! his cousin Florencio 

Palacios as his successor, in tlie command of the remaining troops 
which from 2400 men, were reduced hy desertion nnd iiialad} , 
tn nfiont TOO ! Ca-.tillo, by the trentv made with Bolivar, had 
bound hini^c if to i-upply the«p troops v\idi prou-^ions and anitiriJis- 
tion, of which they weie in need, but with the txpress condition 
that general Palacios, witli his troops, should be put under his (Cas- 
tillo's) command, to which Bolivar was obliged to lionsent on ac- 
count of the total destitution of his camp. The knowledge of this 
article of the treaty, spread a general dissatisfaction among the 
troops still encamped upon La Popa. Some of the officers in- 
dulged in biting remarks against CastiUo, which were repotted 
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to bim, perhaps a little exaggerated. He was very vain, proud and 

sensitive^ and he had flattered himself that on the absence of general 
Bolivar, all would be forgotten, and order and good harmony re-estab- 
lished. He was furious at hearing what had heen said of )iim. But 
I must render the justice to the memory of ccneral Manuel Castillo, 
to say, ihnt all that has been allcujed of liis being scrrrtlv attached 
to the Spaniards, is a pure calumny, and totally without foundation. 
His intentions were always pure and upright, in wliatsoever ( uncern- 
ed the welfare and IVeedoni of itis country. iJiit his ainl)iti«)n, his 
passions, lost him every thing. All could have been again settled, to 
the satisfaction of both parties, if he would have listened to the ad- 
vice of friends, who entreated him to send for general Palacios and 
to have a frank and friendly intervew with him* But he refused 
any advice of such a kind, and treated it as being a weakness, and 
too great a condescension. 1 have known both generals very inti« 
mately ; the one was my commander-in-chief, and the other my 
prisoner. 

Castillo, after having heard all that had been said of iiim and his 
army on the diiv of Uolivar's embarkation for the Island of Jamaica, 
ordered that tlu- troops of general Palacios sljould be removed from 
La Popa, and he cncatnped out of die gates of Carthagena, in a 
very humid and muddy gronml, where nodiing was to be found 
except sand and stones. But general Palacios and his oflicers, 
were shocked much more when they found that this canin was 
dose under the batteries of an out-work, called the fort San Felipe, 
80 that Casdllo could, at the least rebellion, destroy them in a lew 
minutes, with grape shot! Every representation against such* a 
revolting and extraordinary measure, from every man of just senti- 
ments, had no effect upon the exasperated feelings of Castillo. He 
refused, peremptorily, to change tlie sround of their enrnmpment. 
True, the camp was provided with rations, but in an itisutiicicnt 
quantity ; permission was however ::rant(Ml to some lew of the olh- 
cors to enter Carthagena, to zvi wliattliey w anted ; but it was refu- 
5^0(1 to every non-connnissioned ollicer and prix ale lo ciiler the city, 
and the guards at all the gates and baileries, were reinforced, as 
if there was some fear of a sudden enu*eprise against the fortress. 

These measures indicated plainly to Palacios and his officers, the 
true sentiments of general Castillo respecting them. Seeing that 
there would be no change, they, in the evening, secretly called a 
council of war, in which it was determined to remove the camp, and 
to retreat to Turbacco, at four leagues from Carthagena, which was 
effected the same night. 

When Castillo heard, the followinp^ morning, that Palacios and his 
troops had decamped, and when he received a very energetic letter 
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from Palacios, wlio ac (j ; : im^d him with this resokition, and witli 
the motives which had lore* d him to net as ho (hd, Castillo was 
much more furious. Palacios mcutioiied in his letter tliat he was 
aluays ready to act in union with Castillo, whenever he would 
grant him tlie promised provisions and annnmiition, and aUo some 
auxiliary troops to march against their common eocmy. This last 
circiimstaDce softened bis resentment a little, and he felt that be 
had gone too far. He was placed, indeed, in a very embarrassing 
situation^ and d id not know bow to a c t . Somie friends advised him 
to take conciliatory steps, and to begin by sending to these troops 
provisions and ammunition, which he did. He sent the lieutenant 
colonel, Mariano Montilla, with the commandant Stuart, who com- 
manded a battnlion of about 400 men, with more provisions, and 
arm=, &:r. lo Turbacco, in order to conciliate general Palacios. 
Th( oHiccrs and men were received well enoui^h on their arrival, 
and the warlike stores were imint'dialely distributed among the 
troops of Palacios J but after this was done, the latter, by a secret 
order, surrounded tlie battalion of Stuart and summoned tliem to 
* surrender or to be shot. They were thus ibrced to obey, if not to 
perish.* The non-commisioned officers and privates were deprived 
of their uniforms, and all was taken from them ; and.so, half naked, 
they were obliged to return to Carthagena. Palacios retained pris- 
oners the two lieutenant colonels, and some other officers, and 
treated them ill, and like prisoners of war. 

When Castillo received t!ic new^sof such an uncommon trearherv, 
his indignation was instantly excited: he innnediati lv jjave orders to 
arrest all the Caraiz:uin ollicers which bclon*zed to tiial corps and of 
whom a ureal many had returned into Carihagenn. They were put 
in prison, and strong p.nroles were sent out in search of the re- 
mainder ; those who attempted to resist, were very roughly u eaied. 
Castillo gave orders to take from them every valuable article, such as 
watches, money. &c. and to search them in the Spanish manner, 
viz : to strip them all naked, and to examine scrupulously every 
part of their clothes, and even their hodiet ! 

And who can the reader believe was charged with, and accept- 
ed, such a vile and infamous commission ? It was a lieutenant 
colonel of the garrison, a near relation to Castillo, whom I could 
expose ])nV)lirly in naming him, if T had not some regard for his 
respectable family, who treated me with threat kindness and friend- 
ship. They were yeatcfl like the vilest criminals, and siiut uj> day 
and ni^ht, with scanty rations, and in want of necessary food and 
even of water. 

When Palacios heard this, he put Montilla and Stuart at liber- 
ty, and as soon as these arrived, the Caragutn <^erS} were 
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released but eonducted with a guard to some vessels which were 

about to sail, and banished to foreign countries, without any resiard 
to their future welfare or comfort. The masters of those merchant 
vessels ready to depart, wt rc hound to take a cerl;iiii number of 
tliem on hoard, and all represeniaiions nirainst it, were in vain. 
Tliey wert? roinpelled to receive, and j)i()\ 'ule for them, dnrin«j:; 
their whole passage. Thus ended the (juarrel hutwecn Bolivar and 
Castillo, and iliese facts of which 1 was an eyewitness, will give a 
connncing proof how strong the enmity was between the two par^ 
ties, to which Bolivar was the first to give the impulse, and which 
had the most deplorable consequences upon the welfare and inde- 
pendence of New Grenada- 
General Palacios, it is true, marched from Turhacco against the 
Spaniards, under Morilio, and drove them from the difFerent posts 
which they occupied, on the river Magdalena ; hut iiis forces were 
too weak, and too much in want of the necessnry supplieSi to be 
enabled to nndt rtake any enterprise of consequi nee. 

We will sec now what was i^oinij; on in Vi nezuela, after the de- 
parture of Bolivar. I have already -ixww a detailed account of 
ilie manner iii which he left Caracas, and retreated towards Bar- 
celona and Cumana, and with what precipitauon he embarked and 
decamped from the latter port. 

The astonislitngly precipitate flight of the two dictators, Bolivar 
and Marino, would have lost entirely tlie cause of independence 
and liberty in Venezuela, if tlie Spanish leaders had acted with 
more moderation, good faith and justice ; but tlieir system did not 
change at all. The persecutions and cruelties practised upon the 
nnfortimate and mnrh disappointed inhal)itnnt«^ of Venezuela, left 
tiiem no other chr irc l)ut lo endure therii, or to (ly, or to take arms, 
and defend their hhcrty and lives, and repulse tyranny willi their 
bayonets. 

Since the 7th Jidy ISM, ihc day of the entry of ilie Spanish 
troops into Caracas, the Marquis de San Leon was entrusted [)ro- 
visionally with the civil government (which the Spaniards ex])ress 
to be the thft politico) of Caracas, and the captain general Doa 
Manuel Cagigal, with the military department, {Gefe mUitar.) 
Both were moderate, humane and wise, and desired the welfare 
of the country in their sense, that is to say, they pretended a blind 
submission to the Spanish government, and tried to do as much 
good, or litde mischief, as possible. 

The Marquis had only a tempornry authority, and Cnnifrnl was 
not tirm and courageous enough to suppress, l)y a \'ii;orous act of 
severity, the cruelties committed in the provinces and at a dis- 
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lance from his hpad quartern, by his subalterns. The former was 
one of the riclirbl inhabitants, tind had great influence among ail 
classes of people in Venezuela. To him, ('aracas was at this time 
indebied lor not being destroyed. This ib shown by tlie following 
circumstance. 

When the column of colonel Gonzales entered Caracas, on 
the 7th July, the provisional government, the archbishop at its 
head, came to receive them, and requested the eoloiu l to maintain 
order and discipline, assuring him that nothing should be wanting 
for his troops. This column behaved very well. Some days af> 
terwards, a second one arrived, commnnd( d hy a man of color, 
named Machado, and compos«'<l ofcoWetl and black people, free- 
men and slaves, enlisted hv lien es in his division. Tlie cuinman- 
der had been the major domo, or liouse intendant of the count of 
La Grange, before tlie revolution. Ai> soon as Uicir approacii was 
announced to die Junta, its members were afraid tliat the too well 
known wild and sanguinary character of Machado, might ocGasion 
the greatest mischief in entering the capital. Three of the most 
respectable inhabitants of Caracas, offered to meet them at some 
distance, to compliment them on their arrival, and to assure them 
of bei)i^ supphed with the necessaiy provisions, .&C. so that they 
should not have the least ])retext to commit any disorders. The 
former master of Machado, Count de La Grange, was one of the 
three deputies who met him at a little distance from the town. 
Machado, on perceiving them, ordered a halt, and reproached them 
in very stroni^ and hard words, "for having re( ei\eii and tolerated 
so ionir, the insurgents and their leaders, and that he came now to 
punish ilie inhabitiuits of Caracas for their treachery, &.c. &x. 

The Cotmt de La Grange, believing liimself sull to have some 
authority upon the mind oihis former servant, tried to justify him- 
self and the inliabitants ; but he had not spoke two words, when he, 
and one of his companions, were murdered on the spot. The third 
deputy escaped by the speed of his hoise, to announce this dread- 
ful news to the assembled Junta. 

Machado came soon afterwards at the head of his troops, which 
he put in order of battle, into the pubhc square. He came alone, 
with drawn sword, before the assembled Junta, in whicii the areli- 
bisiiop presided, assisted by the Marqnis of San Leon and others. 
He reproached them, in the same violent lani^ua^e, with their 
treachery, and asked, " where is that traitor Cionzalci, ? He is a 

d d scoundrel," &c. The Marquis asked him in a firm and 

stem tone» what he wanted of the colonel I come to cut his 
throat,'* answered Machado, brandishing his drawn sword in a veij 
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menacing manner, so thai the arrlibishop, and the whole assembly, 
were trembling. 'The former told liim that colonul Gonzales was, 
at tiiat moment, uoi present, but if he would wait, he would send 
for him. Tiie Marquis dc Casa Leon, indiLrnant at the behaviour 
of such a wreteii, rose from his seat and advanced elose to Ma- 
chado, and asked him in a calm, but fn in tone of voice, *' for what 
purpose he spoke to the members of government, to the represen- 
tathres of his king, in such a tone which could not be suffered irom 
any of his subjects ?** He ordered him to return imroedtatelr to 
his troops, and assure them that their wants should be supplied im- 
mediately ; but made him responsible for the least mischief which 
they should commit in the city. If he complied not with this or- 
der, he would arrest him, and try him as a disturber of public tran- 
quility, he. Machado intimidated in his turn, stammered some 
words of excuse, promised to obey, and kept faithfully his word. 
Thus were the inhabitants of Caracas saved from destruction, by 
the firmness of one inan. 

But when general Cagigal was named ronimander-in-chief of 
tlie Spanish army, in Venezuela, his authority was very limited, 
the natural consequence of his weakness and his fears. Boves and 
Morales, who had been witnesses of hb cowardice, and his flight 
from Maturin to Angostura,* who, moreover had had the greatest 
success, when Cagigal was absent, in the credit of which, he could 
not therefore participate, and fmding themselves at the head of a 
Strong division of determiiiod plunderers and vagabonds, who were 
entirely devoted to them, they cared little or nothing about the or^ 
ders of their captain-general, and acted entirely at their ])lensure. 
Others imitated this example, so that each little subaltern, com- 
manding a small body of armed men, comnntled thr i':rc:ite<t vexa- 
tions, and went uiijiuiiished ! Caracas and its enx irmi^ alone felt 
the benefit of the good intentions of general Cagigal and tlie 31ar- 
^uis de Casa Leon. 

After the departure of the two dictators from Cumana, Ribas, 
ViBapol, Bermudes, and others, found the means to unite the re- 
mamder of the scattered patriots, and form a corps of about 2000 
men, who fortified themselves at Maturin. They sent some hun- 
dred men to Urcia, not far distant from the latter place. Boves 
marched against it, and, on the 5th December, took ])ossession of 
the place, after sotnr resistance, Boves received a blow with a 
lance, and expired immediately. Mis enraged soldiers murdered 
every one, men, women and cluldren ! 



*See particulars, Cbaptar VI. 
14 
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Don Francisco Thomas Morales now took cominand-in-chier of 
this division, and marched directly upon Maturin, where a great 
many patriots, witli their families, and the dispersed troops from 
Urica, had retired. He attacked it, on the 11th December* and 
took it, hv assault, after an obstmate defence. AH were put to 
the sword. Ribas and Bermudes, with some officers, escaped, 
closely pursued by the cavalry of the enemy. 

General Kibas was overtaken, and made prisoner, with six of 
his officers, on the 20tii December, in tlie valley of Pagua. They 
were disarmed, bound nnd dt livered up to tlie Spanish commander, 
Manuel Gomez, who sent tlieni to Morales. On the way, tht-y 
suffered very barbarous treatment, which was common anionji; 
the Spaniards at that time. They were put in irons and ireaied 
like the jrreatest criminals. Soou alier their arrival at l^arcelona, 
where ^loraks had fixed his head quarters, he ordered liiem to be 
shot, aod not being satisfied with this, the head of lUbas was 
cut off, and sent to Caracas, where, horrible to relate, the Spanish 
troops and the militia were assembled, on the 14th March, to assist 
at, and witness the hanging, of this same head of general Ribas, 
in the public square, hy the hands of the hangman i This barbart- 
^ is, 1 believe, one of the most atrocioos traits of ferocity of the 
Spanish leaders on the Main. 

Thus perished this young and brave man, of an ardent and 
elevated mind, who deserved a better fate, and wlio was left in the 
manner 1 have related before, by his cousin, Simon liolivar, who 
saved himself with Marino. Joseph Felix Ribas, was one of the 
first promoters oi the revolution at Caracas, and from tiiat time he 
took the most active part m the field of batde, under the orders d 
the commander-in-chief, the Marcpus del Toro, whilst Bolivar re- 
mained very peaceably at San Mateo, or mthe vaUcy ofTui. He 
and Bolivar were, from thejr youili, very intimate friends and com- 
panions, and tlie latter was indebted entirely to Ribas and colonel 
Briceno, as I have related, for the success of his campaign, in 
1813, against Alonteverde. Ribas had the prreatest ascendancy 
o\ or the fearful mind of liolivar ; it w as he who persuaded Boli- 
var lo march forward, after Castillo had left him, in January 1^13, 
with his Cartbagcnan auxiliary troops ; it was by his skill ;ind 
bravery tliat Bolivar gained many battles, beini; favored hy un- 
commonly fortunate circumstances, which united to give him his 
brilliant success. It was Ribas who was against evacuating Cara- 
cas, and who refused positively to assist at Bolivar's conierences 
with the archbishop of Caracas ; it was he, who at last represent- 
ed to die dictator, in warm and strong terms, die dreadful coose- 
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quences of bis flight from Cumana m 1814, and- who refused posi- 
tivelr to*accompaii) liim in his fligiu, 

Ikftorales acted like a barbarian; after the death of Boves and 
his success at Urica and Maturin, the most dreadful cruelties were 
committed upon the prisoners, and the inhabitants were murdered, 
tlie chy plundered and burnt. He was proclaimed commander- 
in-chief of all the pro\nnrcs lying eastward of the capital, Caracas 
included ; so that Barcelona, Cumana, &lc. were subjected to him, 
whilst Maracaybo, Coro, Harinas, and all the otlier provinces west- 
ward from Carnrns, recognised the autliorit y of the captain-2;ener- 
al Ca^igal, wlio dared not oppose an inuuvuuon so dangerous for 
llie Spanish cause. 

As the division of Boves, now commanded by Morales, was 
composed of about 3000 colored and black people, which were 
collected from among freemen and slaves, who were spread over 
the whole country, their actions and words had the greatest in- 
fluence over this class of people, and various dangerous conspira- 
cies against the whites, were discovered and punished. 

It is useless to give a detailed account of aJl that happened af- 
ter Bolivar and Marino's embarkation at Cumana ; it wilt he sufTi- 
cient to say that V enezuela was about in the same state of anar- 
chy, and the dieatre of the same cruel and saniruinarv act*?, as un- 
der Monteverde in 1812, and under the dictatorships of Bohvar 
and Marino. 

An impartial and well informed reader will easily perceive that 
Bolivar's appearance in Venezuela m 1813, and his embarkation 
and flight uom Cumana in 1814, had a very strong resemblance 
to his arrival at Tunja, and his campaign against Carthagena. In 
the former he succeeded at first in being victorious, but had neith- 
er railitaiy skill nor talents enough to drive the enemy entirely out 
of the country, which could have been easily done under any 
leader of ordinary experience and talents. Bolivar's ambition suf- 
fered no advice, no rr>n 'Tress, and entirely piidcd by his own will 
antl raj)rice, he ruined ins country. Alter liaving plunged it into 
die greatest misery, he left it, embarked, and put himself in safe- 
ty, la \ew (irenada, congress gave him tlie best occasion to 
atone for his faults committed in Venezuela ; and 1 may hero al- 
lege, that Urdaneta, or any other chief, might have done much 
better than Bolivar did. His task was easy and glorious ; it was 
to subdue an open and defenceless city like that of Bogota, with 
no, or a very small garrison ; anodier would not have suifered the 
plundering, during 48 hours, of a part of this fine capital. Bolivar 
did authorise it I Another would have complied wiUi the strict 
orders of congress, marched against St. Martha without delay, and 
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have been received with open arms by its inliabiianis. The well 
known cowardice and tyranny of Montalvo, witli his 200 men, 
could by no means resist buch a number ol sohlit rs as Jiohvar had 
with him. 1 5y the occupation of Santa Martlia, Carthagena, Savan- 
iUa, Rio llachu, and all tlie seapoi ts of New Grenada, would iiave 
been shut against the squadron of Morillo ; Carthagena would not 
have fallen a victim to the Spaniards, and congress powerfully 
seccmded by the excellent spirit of the people, would have gov- 
erned quietly and wisely, as it did, the new founded republic. 

Bolivar, blind and deaf, listened to the perfidious advices of Cele- 
donio Pineres, and forgot his engagements, his glory, and the vreU 
fare of a million of countrymen. And, stran j;c to relate, but tor 
true : " when the government of Carthagena gave him a pood op 
portimity to redress the faults committed, in offering to cnirual bin- 
whh tlie counnand of the troops in that province, with the remain- 
der of his hesiesring ainiy, and to destroy the (in die beginning) 
small miniber ol Spaniai ds who landed under Morillo, he preferred 
to secure his own personal safety, and embarked ; pretending thai 
he was the victim of a faction,'' &c« The reader may judge of 
the real character of that leader, who, wherever he goes, spreads 
confusion, anarchy and blood, when it appears by bis curious 
proclamations, as if he was the only suficrer, and the true friend 
of order and liberty! 



CHAPTER XI. 

Eventt at Carthagena — Siege of tJuUptaee^ by MoriRo— CastUlo 
Sermudeif Ihuoudrav I&hteinj Brionr--£vaeuation of Car 
ihagena and Baca Cbkor^Cauta of Bolivai^t return, 1815. 

After having shown the consequences of Bolivar's departure 
from Venezuela in 1814, and his embarkation at Cartiiagena in 
May 1B15, we must give some account of what passed in die lat- 
ter province, in tiie absence of general Holivnr, and how it came 
to pass tiiat he returned, after >l:iyinL: more than ei[;hi months at 
Kingston, in Jamaica. But for the understanding ot the following 
events, it will be necessary to give a short account of the situation 
of boUi provinces, of Venezuela and New Grenada, at the lime oi 
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general BoIivar^s leaving the first, in August 1814, and the latter, 
in May 1815. 

The situation of the Patriots in Venezuela, was not at all so des- 
perate as the dictator, Bolivar, had represented it, when he em- 
barked at Cumana, in the night of the 25ih August* Tliere was 
not so good reason as he staled in his memoir, to leave the field of 
battle and to take sheher in New Grenada, and to desert the cause 
of his nauve land. To convince the render fully tliat this was a 
linsty desertion by the two dictators, 1 will enter here into some 
details. 

It is true, tliat the greatest part of the eight provinces oi \'ene- 
zueUi werein the iiands of the Spnninrd>, after tlic battle gained by 
L>oveb at La Fiierta, (June lb 14,) but they were not at all ^uhju- 
pted, or their inhabitants in favor of the Spanish government. 
They saw, truly enough, that they had been seduced by the bril- 
liant promises of their countryman, Bolivar; that he had not fulfill- 
ed their expectations, and that he had acted in an arbitrary and 
lyranical manner ; but they were on the other hand fully con- 
vinced that a congress, a wise and republican government, could 
offer them a happier existence, than the cruelties of a Monteverde 
arid his subalterns, or of a Bove.^, Morale*!, Pny, Ro'^^rttn, nnd 
others of a similar desrrij)tion. The /h///// ;ilone of freedom and 
liberty, was a jiowerlul magnet, w liieh iiad too irreat attraction, 
to he left and ahaiidoned hastily; the cruelties and vexations of 
the SjKuiiards, on the other hand, cjffered them no security, no 
oilier chance than to take arms again, and to drive their oppres- 
sors out of the country, or to die. If therefore Bolivar would nave 
followed the sound advice of his cousin Ribas, to remain in Vene- 
zuela, and to suffer the deserdon of his colleague, Marino, every 
one would have rallied to tlie standard of the only remaining die 
tator; every one would havi> had a central point, a single leader, 
who could have given to each of the dispersed columns, a unity of 
action, a combined force and success. 

General Bolivar, who is so fond of a central government, who 
professed loudly, in his lost proclamations, that the military power 
alone can support a civil and free eminent, forgot, -nrrjy, in 
the nicht of the 24th of August l.'^l'l, and in .May 181'), and still 
more, in July lS16,&:c. his favorite principle; if not, he would have 
remained in Venezuela, united his scattered forces, and fought, or 
died, like a hero, in the field • of batde. But general Bolivar did 
not show us, at all, these brilliant qualities. 

Instead of Bolivar and Marino, we see Ribas, Piar, Paez, Ur- 
daneta, Villapol, Yarasa, Sedeno, Monagas, Roxas, and many hun- 
dred brave chiefs, remaining in their cotmtiy, and fighting for liber- 
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tr and independeiicc. These chieftains continued to harrass the 

Spaniards so successfully, and gained daily, more 2:roiind and 
forces, that it is n known fact, that the Spaniards would iiave been at 
last driven out of Vein ziiela, without general Bolivar, if Morillo 
had not arrived in titne to support the cause of tyranny and op- 
pression, in its agony. 

Many of diese chieftains, of which 1 know a great number per- 
sonally, have assured me, that if the dictator Bolivar would have 
remained, all would have gone better; all felt the want of union, 
and an authori^ which they were already used to recognise. 

Besides the eight provinces of Venezuela, *the island of Marga- 
rita, had preserved and supported its liberty and independence, 
from the beginning of the revoludon, and destroyed about 2000 
of Morales' best troops, who attempted to subdue, in the beirinning 
of 1815, tliis small island, inhabited by a set of brave, indiistrious 
and determined people, who destroyed, afterwards, about 3000 of 
the best troops under Morillo. This alone may eivc a proof that 
die cause in V^enezuela was not so desjierate as IJolivar asserts. 

The inhabitants of Margarita were emulated by the so well known 
Uaneros, (inhabitants of tlie plains, in the provinces of Caracas, 
Cumana, Barcelona and &nnas.) They were in cootmual war 
with the Spaniards, and fought under Paez, Yarasa, Sedeno, 
Roxas and Monagas, thehr favorite leaders, with a bravery and 
zeal which did them the greatest honor. 

Morillo, with his 10,000 men, arrived, and did great mischief, 
ruined the country, took the pompous title of Pacificator, and 
caused the destruction of thon-nnfis, &:c. When all was about lo-t 
for his cause, he embarked and left a weak chieftain, known for a 
great coward, as his successor, who by his apathy, his cowardice, 
and jealousy of the military skill of Morales, lost the bpainsh cause, 
and strange to say, imiLaied the good example of his master and 
benefactor, Morillo, of whom he was a great favorite, because he 
was docile, and submitted to the caprices of his master, and knew 
how to flatter and pay court to him, at the proper time. Dr. Mi- 
guel de La Torre embarked, alter he had destroyed die cause 
of tyranny on tlie Main, and took tlie more sure and quiet com- 
mand of the island of Porto Rico, where he found a second An- 
gostura in its capital, St. John. No grape shot or baUs would 
trouble him there, and he could repose and sleep, as he did in 
Porto Cabello. 

Morillo divided his forces into three strong divisions, of which 
one was destined to act against Bogota, and the interior of New 
Grenada, another to besiege Carthagena, and die last to reinforce 
the Spanish troops in Venezuela. 
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At the latter end of August 1815, arrived the Spanish squadron 
in siL'ht of Carthap;cm rrnd Hor;i Clilca. (F<'nf nil Castillo, af- 
ter I ) ili\r^r'« embarkuiiuu for Jdiiuuca, and departure 
from Tuiljaccu, acted with very great hauglitiness and desj)Otisni 
ID Cartliagena, and took not the least vigorous step to put the 
pluca m a good state of defence. From the 15tb Janufoy 1815, 
the day of his entry into Cartlin^ena, at the head of a part of his 
army, to destroy the faction of Fineres, he remained quiet in bis 
large and beautiful residence, near the walls of Cartnagena, and 
appeared no more at the head of his troops. He occupied hiitl- 
self with festivals and parties, married a youn^^ nnd heautiful lady» 
with whom, and her sister, he remained regularly at home, was 
very spl'^nm To be seen, received his subalterns in a harsh and 
hau'ihtN 111 iiiiK^r, nrrcsted various conmianders unjustly, namely 
tli*P I MniiauUoit' Aiiry, and the general Florenrio Palacios, and 
madtj liimself laau} great enemies. Among iiiciii was general 
Ducoudray Holstein, of whom 1 am compelled to speak more liiaa 
I would have done, if what I relate was not a characteristic picture 
of the cbiefiains on the Main. 

From the time that general Ducoudray bad taken the temporary 
command of the strangers, during the sessions of the legislatiu*e, 
general Castillo became entirely changed in his manners to tlie for- 
mer* . He became embarrassed, cold and stiff, when he before was 
very intimate and friendly. When we took a ride out, which hap- 
pened almost every afternoon, he was silent and appeared sorrow- 
ful, anH whon T nskpfl him the reason of it, he said to me, " that 
he had no jii -iim ;h ill to be so." I perceived tbi« rlnnge, and 
declined to ndc oul aay more with him. 1 heard aJici v.aids that 
he felt jealous of me, and the asccudaucy which 1 appeared to 
have over fte strangers, and that he wishecl to have me out of his 
waj', declining to follow a great many of my suggestions, tending 
ft^nMroduce more order and discipline among the army, so called^ 
of Carthagena, counting less than 2000 uien in all. 

1 was therefore appointed commander-in-chief of the four forts 
of Boca Chica, which I found in a de})lornblc situation. I ti rived 
in the night, very unexpectedly, and when I rose at day-brealt, as 
usual, I met with a hnn'home young man, well dressed, who rt-p- , 
proached mr in n re.sp«;ciful manner, and welcomed my arrival, 
saying thnt iln iej»ort from the cominundcr in die forts was, that 
nothing had passed wortby of notice. 1 lived in a large and in au- 
tiful house, called tlie Commandancia, at some distance fruui the 
forts, at the entrance of the borough) called Boca Chica. This 
young man was nothing else than the first servant of the Cqmman- 
danday who told me that the former commanders of these fort% 
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were in the babit of receiving from }Afa» Lucas, every mommg, the 
report from the forts. Astonished at such a disgraceful mode of 
service, I ordered the four commauders of these forts, the major 
and the stuff ofHcers, before roe, and established order and disci- 
pline, which had been very much neglected. I understood that 
the officers on duty and guard, left their guards under the care of 
a sergonnt, nnd cnmc, in short jackets, into the village, where 
they pas^.sed the whole nifilit. 

Wlien JJolivar approached Carthagena, the question was sug- 
gested, whctlicr 1 coidd be trusted to remain, as tlie commnndcrof 
sur!i an innjortaiil slalion as that of these ioits. which lav a.-^ a IjuI- 
wai k at tlie entry of die purl of Carthagena, 12 miles from tlie 
fortress. Some said I might be in favor of Bolivar, and give up 
to him these forts, but the majority were in my favor, and express- 
ed' great con6dence that I would be faithful to my duty, and was 
an aSEtcer of honor and trust. Martial law was now proclaimed in 
Carthagena, where Castillo commanded, and in Boca Chica, where 
I had united the three powers. As the garrison of the four forts 
was very weak, and unable to do field duty, I assembled the inhabit- 
ants of the surroimdine; islands of Boca Cliirn, Baru, Passao-Ca- 
hallos, kc. ; rc})rcscnted to them, in a short and earnest speech, 
tlie situation in which general Bohvar's hostile attack placed us, 
and showed tlicni the necessity of tnkins^ shelter, with tJieir fami- 
lies, in the forts, and doing niililary duty, as militia, promising at 
the same time, tliat not one of them should be pressed, (as was 
the common use,) for the marine service, and that they should be 
armed and fed at the expense of government. They assented 
unanimously, and I had about 1500 young and brave soldiers more, 
which I organised the same day in different corps and companies. 
I created a company of 150 boys, from 10 to 15 years old, which 
rendered roe great service. Drills with the musket, rifles and 
guns, were regularly established in the forts, and the distribution 
of good rations provided for, a hospital organised, military tribunals 
erected, the marine, including 15 armed vessels systematized, the 
fortifications repaired, the arsenal, workmen, forges, sailmakcrs, 
fishers, &,c. established, and all was activity, zeal and order, so tliat 
many thousand strangers, who were witnesses of what passed ia 
Boca Chica, were surprised to see such activity and zeal, when 
at Carthagena, all was in great apathy* 

One Sunday, being at mass, I observed a great bustle amongst 
the congregation, and all tlie men and boys runnbg, in the midst 
of divine service, out of the church. Much surprised, I sent an 
officer to know the reason of it, and received the report that the 
commandant of the Matricula (or press gang) had arrived from 
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Cartlngcna, in order to press sailors in Boca Chica ; and that, as 
8000 as tliey heard that the colonel Marques wjs coming, tliey 
fled into the mountains and surroundinti; forest, fearing they should 
be pressed. 1 dttermined iininodi itrly to s'low tiirm that I was a 
man used to keep my won), Iru in<j; pltMlged myself lo protect 
them agniiist any service ol th u kind. I si nt for colonel Mar- 
ques, and at ili^ ^iinf time orfiorrd tiic inlinhitnnis to return ntu] 
nssoniblc, wittioiit arii)>, Im I )it' inv l)() i>.u; iicrc, in tlirir [)rc.s uco, 
i asked the colonel wli.il kisid ol mi-^ion he h:id, and fiv u liat or- 
der hi^ c iinc here. He showed jul an order Iroin i)im,;idnT gen- 
eral l\l»lava, and general Ca^stillo, to press SO sailors, of which the 
marine in Carthagen:i was in great want. I told him I was sorry 
that 1 could not consent to assist him in tlie execution of such an 
order, having pledged my word that none of ihese inhabitants should 
be pressed during their servic( s in the forts, and 1 wr(jte immedi- 
ately to general Castillo and Juan d ^ Dios Amador, tlie governor 
of the province, the moti%*es of my refusal, and the urgency of be- 
ing faithfnl in my promises, to inspire that confi(U'nce in me 
so highly necess;«ry ifi civil war, Sec. I di^iiit>^sed colonel Mar- 
ques, wlio wished lo make me <oin<^ repre-t illations, w hicii 1 wdidd 
and could not Ix isr. lini lu? ptj ininir. I ua>< obliged to t<'ll him 
in a lune of auihoi iiy, thai if he did not i aibark ia live jointites, I 
wonld arrest, and send him into one of the forts. 1 look my 
watch, and g:i\ c the necessary orders to put in execution my threat. 
This bad the desired efTect, and he returned without one man. 

When the inhabitants saw how I protected them, they had th» 
greatest confidence in me, and ser. d witli redoubled zeal. The 
following is an instance of this confidence. 

The governor vvrote to me a private very oliliging note, ap- 
provintr mv 7.eal, inv £:ood services, &ic. and ended, bv reqnesttng 
me, if] coiilfl. to procure him 220 sinnd sailor^;, for iiii extraoidi- 
nar)' exjM illilrjii aii,ainst soiiu* .Sj)anish \essets ready to ^.lil in a 
few weeks Iroin Havana, with one ami a lialf millions of dollars, 
which he was desirous lo inlereepl. 1 answered him, thai Uv could 
have 300, and more, without any diflicuiiy. The squadron of five 
armed vessels came some days after, under the command of 
commodore Tono, from Carthagena, to Boca Chica, and the latter 
banded me a polite letter from the governor, in reply to my an- 
swer, full of thanks and confidence. The procuring of the neces- 
sary provisions, water, &c. took the whole day, and 1 had a large 
dinner and ball party, to which the ofTicers of the squadron and 
the forts were invited. Tono's first question was, wlieiher the 
sailors were readv, and whether thev were clins' n bv nic ? I re- 
plied fio/ With this, he was perplexed and thunderstiuck, and 
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he was the whole evening very uneasy, and came in the middle of 
tlie ball, at about one o^clock in the morning, widFa very sorrow- 
ful face, to ask me if I liad not yet given the necessary orders for 
the sailors, Sic. I replied to him again, I had not I and tliat he 

should not bo drtnlncd a single nmintP hv mc. At day-brrak, 
Tono and invsclf left the ball room, rniharked fur the |)rinc ij>al 
fort, and ordered tlic alaini gun to lit* ("ircd. Soon alter, rv«/ry 
one was at bis ])Ost. I ordered all the snilors IVom the three other 
forts to come down to San I 'ernando, where 1 made them act^uaim- 
ed tiiat llie governineiii was in need of good sailors, to embark for 
about one month, and that I had ))ledged my word they would em* 
bbrk voluntarily for such a short time. They received iny speech 
with acclamations of viva la pairia^ and said they were ready ta 
embark. Tono and all the navy ofhcers were astonished, and 
could liardly believe what they heard and saw. T told him to 
choose the best sailors, and every one of them embarked cheer- 
fully. 

When general Castillo heard all tliat was doing in Boca Cliica, 
he appeared jealous and uneasy. He came one day to visit mc, 
and after havini^ dined witli me, nppearins^ to be much pleased 
with his liospiialde recL jJlioii. he asked how many rations of fish were 
dealt out daily. I answered so many. He said in a haughty man- 
ner to me, that will not do, sir, you must catch more t show- 
ed him the ridicule of such a pretension, in stating in a sarcastic 
tone, that I was the commander-in-chief of these iorts, but not of 
the fishes in tlie sea ! and that I could not command diesc to be 
so good as to nil our nets ! All tlie bystanders laughed lieartily 
at my reply, but not so Castillo ; be stood up in a fury, took his 
sword, and said to me, I siiould soon hear more of him. He 
stepped out and or(h'red the ollicer of my own irnard to arrest 
me, antl that 1 sliouki be tried before a court martial, for having 
disobeyed liis orders. I heard these words, took my uniform and 
sword, and, in bis presence, commanded the guard to jnescnt arms. 
1 thcii asked them, w ho connnanded here, Castillo or 1 ? As tlie 
general made much noise, a gr^at many ofHccrs and privates had 
surrounded my house, and all cried with the guard, viva nuegtro 
rommandante, our father, our commaiider-in*chief,'* and muert 
CastQio^'' (perish Castillo.^ The general turned pale, and said to 
me, in a faultering voice, tnat he hoped I would not suffer him to 
hemurderrd. I immediately commanded silence, and said to the 
enraged soldiers, that genera Castillo having come on a visit, I, 
and they, would surely not sulli r a breach of hospitality to hJm; 
nnd that he, Castillo, should embark immediately for Carthagena, 
from whence he came. So ended this ridiculous behaviour, and 
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he thuiked me very heartily when I handed him into his long-boat» 
safe and uninsuked. But my officers, and those of Carthagena, 
had a long time been tired of his tyranny and haughty manners, 
and one night came three of the officers of ilic highest rank from 

Cai thairena to Boca Chica, and asked my assistance to arrest Cas- 
tillo and put myself at the head of ilie troops. 1 refused positively 
to accept the comninnd of Cartlinirenn, hptni: fully stiti^fu'd with my 
station, but conseiiltid to displacing C 'astillo, as having hucoine un- 
wortliy, by his apathy and bad meusures» to coimuand us any 
longer. 

After the refusal of three others, the command was conferred 
upon colonel Berniudes, uho belonged to Bolivar's army. He 
arrested Castillo, and began by shooting captam Cespcdes, who 
commanded the guard before the palace of general Castillo, and 
who tried to resist. This cruelty against a young officer, who did 
his duty, was unnecessary, as Bermudeshada strons^er guard with 
him, which was suflicient to make^ prisoners of Castillo's captain 
and soldiers, being only 20 men, without killing a young officer, 20 
years old, die only con^ol tio.i of his afflicted father. 

The friends of Bcrinu(h''^ advi<:rd him to get liimsrlf rlrried 
dictati 11, cluriruj; the whole time of ilif sicm'. A LTcat couiK il of 
war was cumukcd for Uie lOth Srptriuhcr, to which 1 received an 
invitation ; hut I sent in my piacc coluuel Sata y Busy, the ex- 
chief of ihe bUili of Miranda's army, in 1812, who served under 
my orders. I had the following report from him : . The council 
was solemn and numerously attended, and after various orators bad 
urged the necessity of uniting the forces, and naming general Ber- 
mudes as a temporary dictator, the latter having already risen from 
his seat, to express his thanks and ac knowledgments, was inter- 
ruptcd by a Caraguin, named Garcia de Sena, who was the 
provisional secretary of the war department. He spoke with so 
great vehemency against such a step, that Bermutl< s, being con- 
fused, dared not to speak a single word Tnoro. This wmkness in 
a coniiiiander, on such an o< ( avion, \\ hcie liir piihlic welfare stood 
in danger, made a very unfavoral)le impression upon the minds of 
the other chiefs, who had conceived a higher opiiiiuu of Bennudes. 
From tiiat time, and when Morillo besieged the place, die com- 
mander of Carthagena took very insignificant measures to provide 
the place, showed no energy, no activity, no talents, and occupied 
himself with his pleasures ; and so it happened that the city was 
61led with sick and perishing people, who died lor want of food. 
Some told him, in vain, that the secret friends of the Spaniards, 
of whom Cartliagena had at the tmie a la^e number, had secreted 
flour, rice, and other provisions ; but all was in vain ; he took no 
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step to search the indicated places, but sunk into great apathf.' This 
uii> so true, that two lirxirs after the entry of Morrillp's tiDops into 
Canhagena, white bread, baked from this s-.uue flour, was IbuDd 

in abiiiiclaiicc, for <=nle in tlie streets of tlie fortress- 

In a lime of civil war, where ilie '^r' :!!' -? precaution should have 
heeii taken to fill the juihlic oliici s with virtuous anfl ritnoteH '^iih- 
jecis, it i-- ;i i-x) iiotori \':\rt. that a threat ninny of liie rno-i im- 
portaut oliices were tiiied with Spauiaida, or cccret eucmics of liie 
caus»*. 

la September 1S15, or during tlie siege of Cartiiagt iia, by Mo- 
rilb, were to be found iu Cartliugena, 1st, a Maresehalde Campo, 
a European Spaniard, to whom die republic paid his half pay from 
tlie besiiining of the revolution, who remained quietly durine the 
whole siege of MoriUo in Cartijaiiena. His name was Don Fran- 
cisco Es(jiii(i frva^ born in the province of Cataluna, who, notwith- 
standing his being 75 years of age, was yet very vigorous and ac^ 
live ; mixed in all socii'ti< s, and wns wi ll a( (juainled with all that 
p;?-spd in tlu» ritv : h>' irave, evrry wt't k, a dttnilcc) accotjnt nfthe 
situ lion of the fortress, to- the Spaniaidi), to whom he wuseatirely 
devutPfl. 

Sut ii u dangerous man \'. tolerated, whilst the widow of a 
Spanish colonel, an American, was expelled from Canhagena, 
with her two daughters, because she s|M>ke some insignificant words 
against the patriot leaders in Carthagenal 

The second Spaniard was brie;adier general Antonio Angiano, 
commander of the engineers; .^d, the brigadier £slava, comman- 
der of the navy ; 4th, the chief of the staff of the same department, 
captain of a man of wnr, J. M. Tono ; the three other captains of 
the same rank, were nUn Spaniards born, and w. ic y* t in !h*» ser- 
vice of the republic ; 5lh, ih ' ( liiof of tfie laud troops, colonel 
Manuel Cortes, the same ulio piopn-rd pdi-onlni;: the well of 
Popji, durinir tilt- sieice of Carthau* iia !>> lJuhvar ; bdi, the eoui- 
mantln-in-t hit 1 of the ariilitTV, lienleiiant colonel Joseph Hossa, 
and the major Jo>eph Lear, with a dozen otlier subaltern oflicersj 
8th, the treasurer genera) Francisco Ferrer, and his deputy Juan 
de Dios Sotoniayor ; so that the finances of the republic were en- 
tirely in the hands of Spcniards, and at their dis))osal ; {'th, the in> 
tendstnt of the army, Antonio C( spedt s ; ICth, the director of the 
custom house; Uth, the 'grand vicar, known under the de* 
nomination of Father Frovlsor, Dr. Banlista Sotomaynr, the 
same who excon^murican <l the free masons and odiers in 1^11. 

BLsldr> xh'^ list of Spaniards in ofi'ice, in the stn-ill prdxince of 
Ciirth: -ui;i. ilic richest crmnieicial hncst s, also a meat many 
private families and individuals, the friars, priests, monks and nuns. 
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were secretly devoted to the Spanish cause, and great enemies of 
the republican system. And never did Bermudes take any step 
1o watch, or to chanp;c tiiesc Spanish officers, of which a great 
many were known to be in favor of Spain. He never gave the 
least order to send away in time, all llie useless consumers, in a 
place destitute, a-? v» iy well knew, of nl! mc-^ns of sii!)si>tnnce. 
The fact is, that Bcrnnules was an imiorant, pmbitious, and indo- 
lent man, totally unfit to comnjand, in ."^iicli critical r ii cuinstances, 
a place of such importance, as u .IS Carihaircna. \Vh( n, at last, 
he sent away some inibcrahle wretches, whoiu lie ^ciil io me, with 
a recommendation to provide fur their subsistance, he did it mucli 
too late, aad when, already, 340 persons died eveiy day at Car- 
tbapcena. 

While Bermudes acted, in the latter place, with great apathy 
and weakness, Ducoudray or,i!;aniscd armed gun boats, to take from 
the magazines of the enemy, in the islands of Boca Chica and 
Bara, largje qnantitLs of provisions ; created companies of fisher^ 
men, who look daily, tmder the protcnioii of these boats, a large 
quantity of fish ; supji'i' «! Cai tliwiLtna with provision*:; sent armed 
privateers in search ni ail that was wanttMl, ant! showed every 
where, the first example to his troops, in t \ ( ry kind of dan8:er and 
fatii:«ie. Thousands of foreigners, at that time in Canhagena, will 
coiihiiii these well known facts; when Bermudes, and those chiefs 
concerned in this statement, will try to deny it p:jblicly, and will, 
m order to destroy the impression of truth, make the utmost exer- 
tions to calumniate my actions and services, as tliis same Bermu- 
des, Charles Soublette, and otheis, have done already. I despise 
such attempts, and am sure that Uie statement of facts, dates, names, 
in my history, and still more the deplorable state of aflfairs in Co- 
lombia, will show how miserably public affaiis have been managed 
in this beautiful country, where nature has done every thing to give 
happiness and plenty to its inhabitants. 

1 said that I was always ready to show die example of order and 
submission to discipline, and of expos'irc to damper. One day, for 
instance, 1 ordered a sortie of *U(J men, liom the fort of San Fer 
nando, to repulse some incendiaries, from the village of Boca 
Chica, but could not find more than 20 volunteers who would fol- 
low a certain lieutenant colonel, under my orders, in whom no one 
had the slightest confidence. When I heard this, I put myself at 
the head of the party, and was immediately follou i d by more than 
300 men, orderhig, peremptorily, the surplus back, to remain in 
the fort. I soon druve the enemy back, who took to fiight and re- 
turned AO more. 
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Another day, having given orders to demolish a battery of no 

use, more than 3000 cannon balls remained piled up in the ro- 
donbt. The romninndor of the artillery, rolonel Tobordn, repre- 
sented to m*j that his artillerists wvrv loo iniu h eniiaged in other 
works, and iiiial)K' to take thp<-(' !)all^ imo [la^ arsenal. I there- 
upon issued an ordt r, (hat cx ciy individual oriiiiij; to liie fort of 
San Fernando, should brin^ one of diese balls, wlienever he pass- 
ed die draw bridge to couie in, without distinction of rank or per- 
son* 1 understood 'that this order met with general approba- 
tioni and that tbree staff officers alone, said they never would sub- 
mit to an order so degrading to officers of thdr high standing. 
These having been named to me, I determined to subject them 
immediately to the order, as a measure highly recessary, in the 
present extraordinary circumstances. I srnt lor them, after liaving 
instructed the captain of the zunv<\ at the draw bridge not to suffer 
evcji rnvsrlfto pass, wiliiout cariA iii^ a caiiuon bnll, and so nobody 
c/jfe, in coming into the arsenal ol San Fernando, where I liad, 
since the sicce li\ Morillo, established my head qnart('r>. I told 
these three oiiictiis that 1 wauled iheir advice on >omu outworks, 
on which the Spanish prisoners were employed. Having passed 
the bridge with them, I pretended to have forgotten some plans, 
and sent two back to my cabinet, requesting Uiem to ask my secre- 
tary for those ])apers. They were in full uniform, as well as my- 
self; and bearing themselves loftily, tlu y passed the bridge and the 
first centry, who presented arms. Tlie second stopped them 
short, and asked them, respectfully, " if they were not acquainted 
with the general's order?" They answered, "yes, but such an 
order had noihins; to do with thefn," The centry told tlieni iliat 
tiicy were siilijcei to it like any Ijotiv they were about to 

force a pa^saiii', but he pre^riiled iiis b.iyonet nnd called lor the 
guard. This naturally made a noise, and many liinidrods assem- 
bled in a few minutes to know the cause. 1 came, ol couise, im- 
mediately, and asked the reason of the Gentry's call. The officer 
of the guard told me, that the resistance of the two coloneb 
against the orders given, was the cause of the alarm.** ^* Well, 
gentlemen,*' said I, very coolKr, " I will go fetch my papers my- 
self, but as the commander of the forts has given the order that 
nobody should be permitted to enter San Fernando without taking 
one of these balls into the arsenal, the useful orders of tlie com- 
mander must be rcsperted, and 1 obey him with pleasure, since 
tliey have been jjiven lor the vvcllarc and ^afi t\ of us all." So 
savin!];, nnd witliout giving; them the kast reprnnand or looking at 
the two ohicers, I took one uf the se rusty bullets, and passed the 
gates before the whole guard under urais, and amid huzzas 
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of all the bystanders, who took, each one his bullet, and fol- 
lowed me. The officers astonished and ashamed, followed my ex- 
ample, and from thattime nobody attempted to resist any order given. 

I could relate a great many oilier instances, but I am afraid of 
Speaking too mucli of what I did. It will sii(Th e to state here, that • * 
I was tlie last officer w ho left the forts, after having protected the 
whole emigration, which came under my batteries, from Cartha-> 
gena to Boca Chirn, in thn afternoon of the 7th Drcember. 

In tho nieanlinic, captain Louis Brion,aftLT\vanls atlrniral Brion, 
canie troni London, with a fine corvette of 2 1 guns, 1 1,000 stand 
of ern)s, and a great quantiiy of warlike stores, to iiuca Chica. 
He fell sick, and 1 took him into my house, where our acquaint- 
ance was soon changed in intimacy. He spoke to me continually 
of general Bolivar, and regretted much to see him absent. One 
day an mtimate friend of Bolivar arrived from Jamaica, a Dr. Ro* 
dnguez, a man wliose plain, unassuming manners pleased me 
much. He had frequent conversation with Brion. 'I'hey both lived 
in my large government house. One evening, being in my cabinet, 
captain Brion came in, and asked me if I had any pressing busi- 
ness, or was at Icistirc to hrar what he had to communirato. He 
told me that Dr. Kodrii^nez had just arrived from C;lrth<i^cna, 
wlit'rc Bt'rnuidcs, in consequence of aputlix, and halfway 
ineasnr«'s, was i^cnerally despised ; that they accused liini of occu- 
pying hhnself more with his ))leasure$ than with his duty, and thai 
he was unworthy to command ; that Carthagcna was in a deplorable 
situation, through his fault, he. Brion said to me, after a pause : 
I know no other man, among all these chieftains, but Bolivar, able 
to save the place ; at least, he has an acknowledged authority over 
them all, and you and I could assist him much ; then I hope that 
the misfortunes he has experienced, will correct his haughty and 
despodcal character. Dr. Rodriguez assures me that he is quite 
another man in .Jamaica, and tliat he is anxious to return. The Dr. 
came here on his order, and (U'sires iruirh to have a private con- 
versation with you on the subject, as you aloue arc able to support, 
and send for him." 

After five or six conferences between Brion, Rodriguez, and 
myself, the following measures were adopted, to favour general 
Bolivar's return. As Ducoudray possessed the entire confidence 
of all those under his command ; as he had, moreover, many friends 
amongst the most poweriul natives, and strangers in the city of 
Carthagcna, he spoke to Dr. Rodriguez, ui)on the facility of intro- 
ducing Bolivar, and putting him at tiie head f the government of 
Carthagena, instead of the weak and indolent Bemmdes. I re- 
quested the Dr. to go again to Carthagena, and sound, adroitly, 
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some persons whom I named to him^ and any body else upon whom 

I could rely. He returned and Ibund my observations correct. 
He s;iid lurlhrr, thnt nW thnsr per.son* whom he visited during; Ills 
three dn\ s smv, a^s iriul hiiu ih it Berniudes had t'li ircly lo^t h's 
contidence and activity, and that they saw liim, with sorrow, :;ssoci 
ntinsj loo murh with wuiacii kiiown to hv secretly attnched lo the 
S[)niiish caiis'j. This tiie Dr. repeated to nie tvvirc, uud said 
he had ijeard it from good authority. Brion offered lo go with 
bis five corvettes, to Aux Cayes (Hayti) t ) get one tSiousand bar- 
rels of flour, rice, and other provisions, wliich might enable Car- 
thagena and Buca Chicato support a longer seige, and to come 
immediately Oack to Boca Chica, wiiilst 1 engaged the fast sailing 
well armed privateer La Popn^ which wcs one cf the armed ves- 
sels under my order, to cio for general Bolivar, to Kingston, in Ja- 
maica, and to send Dr. Hodri2;ucz in the vessel witli a leit< r di- 
rected to Bolivar. Ml w.is rv:i(]y in a couple of days, and ihey 
sailed early in the rnorniiii: on tlic I lt!i of Novcniljer in company 
whli ihrt e other privateers, commanded by me, to search on the 
coast for provisions. 

Dr. Rodriguez rcceivud verbal instrnciions, from me and Brion ; 
nobody else in Cardiagena or Boca-Chica, had the least idea 
of what was going on. Besides, 1 handed a letter to the Dr. 
addressed to general Bolivar in French, of which the ibllowing ba 
translation : Dear General, an old soldier of acknowledged 
republican sentiments, with whom you are personally well acquaint- 
edf and are informed that he has served against yon« invites you 
now to come and place yoorself at the head of the government of 
Cnrthntrcnn, where Bermnde? nets with ^rrrnt weakness and apathy. 
I engage, by the influrnrc whirii I iiave here in Hoea-C 'litca and 
in Carthagcna, to pn? in execuiion this change of government witJi- 
out the Ica^^t I looiUhed. and pledge my life for all the consequen- 
ces. In taking diis cxli aui Jiuarv' step, I can assure you, candidly, 
that I have no otlier iuiention dian to save the cause, which is in 
danger of being lost in Bermudes' weak hands. Brion is your 
fHend, and Brion alone, has engaged me by showing your charac- 
ter to me in a very different light from that in which I had recei- 
ved it from others. Dr. Rodriguez, who will hand you this letter, 
will explain to you every other part icidar concerning this plan, but 
lose not a minute, and come in the snme vessel immediately* 
Captain Pierrill, who commands the Popa,has orders to take you 
and your friends to \iocn Ciiica. 
Respectluiiy Vours, 

(Si^ed) DUCOUDRAY HOLSTEIN, 

Dated, Boca Chica, November 11th, lbl5." 
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General Bolivar was mucli surprised at the suddea arrival of 
Dr. Rodriguez^ and much more at my letter, and at all the partic- 
ulars communicated to him by the Dr. Bolivar was so highly pleas- 
ed, tlmt he remained not a day longer in Kinzslon, hut erjibnrked 
with tlic Dr. aiid two aid-de-camps, tlie same evenin-z, to join lue 
in Boca Chica. Rut heinsr under sail, lie met with another Cartha- 
genan privateer, the Ucpui)licau, captain Juaway, v%ho informed 
liim tiiat all was lost, that Cartha9;ona and Boca Chica wore evac- 
uated by tlie patriots, and that Ducoudray and the principal patriot 
families were on their way, in ten armed vessels, under the •com- 
mand of commodore Louis Aury, directingtbeir course toward Aux 
Caws (Hayti.) 

General Bolivar then changed his course and arrived ten 

days heforeour squadron at Aux Cayes, and departed from thenco 
to the capital of Hayti, Port au Prince, where he was cordially 

jreceived by the president, Alexander Pction. 

It will imdonhtedly surpri-*^ the reader, that I, who was so decid- 
edly against !:;eneral Bohvar in September, 1814, had ehnnired fo 
sndderdy in his favor, in November 1815. But this is not so sur- 
|)risin<j;, when W(3 consider tlie circumstances of niy jiersonal and 
delicate situation, in a land where I was a stranger, and lull of en- 
thusiasm for the liberty and freedom of this beautifol country. Re- 
cently arrived at Carthagena, I remained more than two months, a 
quiet observer of all that was going on, before I engaged in the ser- 
vice of this republic, which was o&red me some days after my ar- 
rival. But having at last consented to serve as Gefe de Brigada 
(colonel) in Castillo's staff, until my nomination as mdreschal de 
campo could be confirmed Ijy the congress of New Grenada 
wlil( h was sent to Tunja hy the president ^Ianuc*> Rodriguez 
and general Castillo, 1 was in lionoin- boimd to support the existing; 
government in Carthajreiia, and obliged to act airain-t the united 
conjhination of the two Pincres witli Bolivar ns I did, and as 1 have 
stated in another chapter.^ General Bolivar (h'p.uted from Car- 
lliagena to Tunja, and besieged Carthagena ; 1 being conunander 
of die forts of Boca Chica, was naturally obliged to remain faith- 
fbl to the established government of Carthagena, and in killing 
general Bolivar in an action (n$ Isatd afterufords to himself J I 
should have done my duty. But Brion's arrival from London, my 
intimacy with him, the warmth with which he represented to me 
the necessity of saving Carthagena in pursuance of his plan, and 
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my he'mj: fully convinced tliat this plan was the only one to 
save tliu Druviiicc, which I alone could eiluct, considering: uiy 
position at thnt time, determined me, and 1 uoiiKI liave luiijil- 
ed my new t;iigai;eineiii will; Holixar at the peril of my life, if the 
evacuation of Carthagena had nut taken place sooner than I and 
Brion expected. Then I was like many oUiers, fully convinced of 
tlie total incapacity and apathy of Bermudes aacoromaoder of Car- 
thagena. 1 was so fully persuaded that I had Ibnned a wrong 
opinion of Bolivar*s character and abilities, and moreover that I saw 
in this rccal of ]5olivar the only way to save the repablic from de- 
struction, that I acted in conlbrmity to my conviction, and will ne- 
ver deny these steps taken in favour of a man, whom 1 found after- 
wards, not at all to correspond to the ideas I had formed of him. 

I will say shortly, in closing this cliapter, that the distress was so 
great in Cartlncrenn, for want of provisions, that it was resolved to 
evacuate it beerelly in tlie iiiglu, willioiit capiiiihiting widi a cm- 
el and faiddess enemy like Morillo. This was done, and Louis 
Aury the commodore of the squadron, received these unfortunate 
people on board, forced the passage of the canal, which forms the 
entry of the port of Carthagena, from Boca Chica, and all came to 
shelter diemselves under batteries of the ibrts which I commanded. 
I was, therefore, the last chieftain who remained, and after aU the 
families from Boca Chica were embarked, I came at two o'clock 
in the morning, of the 8th Decemher, 1815, on hoaid the commcH 
dore Aury, where T joined my family ; and so we left this uolHippy 
country, and sailed tor the port of Aux Cayes. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Pariieuian of the ttay of General Bolivar in Aux Cayes — Char* 
aeteristical Aneedoiu, 

The emigrants from Carthagena, and my family, arrived the 
GUi of January 1516, at Aux Cayes, after having sufTered cruelly 
for want of water and fond. Some weeks after, ircneral BoUvar 
arrivc<l from Port au Prince, and came to vi^it my familv. lie 
embraced and thanked me in the most ohliu,inii; manner tor mv 
letter, and for all that I had intended to do for him, and urged me 
to come and breakfast with liim. 
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It was in his room, and in presence of Brion, iliat I spoke to 
him as follows : " I hope, my dear general, tluit you will forget 
past events ; that now, being private individuals, in a straime hind, 
we shall not act hoslilely against each other. I served against you, 
and would have certainly wounded and killed you, or you me, if 
we had met together on the held of hattle ; hut dial was niy duty^ 
and so I was in honour bound to maintain the existing government 
of Carthagena against you, or any body else," Sic. General 
liolivar got up, embraced me again, and said to me the most 
obliging diings. He told me then, that the president of Hayti 
had offered him large supplies of every thing for a new expedi- 
tion against die Spaniards in Venezuela. 

Some days after, he offerred me the office of chief of his staff, 
and promised me my grade of maresclud de campo, as soon as we 
should enter upon the territory of Venezuela, saying very oblig- 
ingly, that I deserved it for my past services. He audioriscd me 
10 choose my staff-officers, but expressed the wish to admit the 
Heutenant colonel Charles Soublettc, and captain Perez. The 
former is at present the secretary general of the dictator in Colom- 
bia, die latter having occupied die same office during Holivar's 
campaigns in Peru. 

I was charged with the organization of the staff, with forming 
regulations for its officers, and for the administration of the army, 
and proposing candidates to fill the necessary appointninnts. 

From that time, I had always eight or ten young officers of die 
staff employed daily under my orders, in the jiouse which I 
occupied during our stay in Aux Caycs. All dial I proposed in 
my frequent conversations widi Bolivar, was approveil and put in 
execution ; all diesc measures were intended for the furtherance • 
of our intended expedition, and for forming a good and well in- 
structed body of officers, of which, as 1 told die general frankly, 
we were much in need, &£c. 

The president, Peiion, received Bolivar with great disdnctlon 
when at Port au Prince, and not only granted him large supplies 
in arms, ammunidon, &:c. but gave orciers to the governor of Aux 
Cayes, general Marion, to assist him in his enterprise. 

Some friends'of general Bolivar advised him to assemble all the 
principal patriots, who had emigrated, and were then at Aux 
Cayes, and submit to them his new enterprise, principally for die 
purpose of being reco^ni>ed as the coiiiniandcr of tlit; expedition. 
At this assembly were j)resont all the civil and military chiefs, and 
the principal emigrant jiatriots; among them, Brion, Piar, Marino, 
Mc Gregor, Bermudes, myself, the hrelliren r*iner(?s, die inteii- 
daiit Zea, the ronnnodoie Amy, ii:c. It was decitied — 1, to as- 
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sist the patriots in Venezuela ; — 2, that general Bofivar should 
command this expedition ; — 3, that he should unite in himself the 
civil and military authorities until the convocation of a congress ; 
—4, that the expedition should first sail to the island of Margari* 
ta, and from thence to the Main, he. 

Auvy alone was opposed to giving general Boiivar unlimited 
power, and proposed to nominate a commission of three or five 
persons, wliicli .sliould, witli general Bolivar, be invested with that 
authority. 'I'Jie latter spoke witli c^rcat warmth against the pro- 
posal, and ended in deekuing he should never consent to a divis- 
ion of those powers. Not a dissenting voice having been heard, 
the articles were agreed to and passed. 

I must mention here that these articles were prepared before- 
hand, and already drawn up ; and that general Bolivar was seated 
upon an elevated large armed chair, and the military chieftains 
lower, and on common chairs, on the right and left of the general ; 
opposite to him sat tlie secretary of the assembly, and on his left, 
right, and behind hint, all the other members, who had been invi- 
ted to tlie assembly by written hand bills, signed by general Boli- 
var. I must confess that this armed chair elevated about tr^^o- 
feet gave offence to me, and to many odiers j besides, it liad the 
air of a throne, and a monarcliical distinction. This arraFiecnien 
was prepared by Bolivar, iji concurrence with colonel Lmir- Jhi- 
rand, a native of Bogota, who came over from Lontloii wiiii Louis 
Brion, and who was the principal owner of the fourteen tliousaud 
stand of arms bought for the government of New Grenada, and 
which were fortunately not landed at Boca Chica, bul remained 
on board of Brion's corvette, in which came, as I have meatuHied^ 
from Boca Chica to Aux Cayes. 

General Bolivar opened the session with a longprepared speech, 
in which he attempted to show the necessity oihavuig a central 
government, or a united power in one sinirle person, and lie tliere- 
fore requested the asssembly to name such a one belbre the ex- 
pedition depjirted. 

Brion then uri^ed in a few words Uie necessity of tliis appoint- 
ment, and said that general Holivar was a suitable man for such a 
coinniaud, and il" the majority were in hi& favor, .is he was sure ii 
would be, he would join witli his vessels, and employ his means 
and his credit to fit out the necessary number of other armed ves- 
sels and transports, witli provisions, &c. to assist general B<^var, 



" Do you consent, general Marino, that general Bolivar, as cap- 




le question to each of us, and said : 
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tain-g( nerai of tlie armies of W^nezueia aiid New GieiKula, shall 
bu our only commander — ^yes or no and turned round, naminc^ 
each of us by name ; and so Bolivar was named our commander- 
m-chief, uniting aU the pmnerif of vAach nothing was before men- 
tioned in a positive and explicit manner, either by Bolivar or Bri- 
oo. When the secretary had read the articles, Bolivar requested 
that no one should go out before they were reduced to form, and 
signed by each of us. Article 3d was put, as I have mentioned, 
to which Aury objected, and refused positively to sign that paper. 
This refusal was the catise of th»^ fir<^t disunion nmong die rhiefsof 
the expedition ; and from that time Bulivur was very angry 
with Aury ; and that resentment lasted until the death of the 
latter. 

> Among many traits of the vindictivr cliamctcr of Hollvar against 
Aury, I select the i'oUowing : liefore, and during the siege of 
Carthagcna, by Morillo, Ani^ had made the greatest exertions to 
supply the place with provisions ; he had exposed his person, and 
his own vessels to great danger, and had received on board many 
hundred families at the time of their evacuation of Carthagena, 
and had, in short, rendered the greatest services to the republic, 
which owed him a great deal of money for advances made for 
provision?, &c. At bis arrival at Aiix Caves, lie claimed, as 
payment, tiie pro])erty of an armed ])rivnteer, ilif: Constellation, 
and in his written demand, directed to Fatiier Marimnn. as the 
commissary general of the consrrcss of New Grenada — liie only 
competent authority wliicli came with us to Aux Cayes, the c;ov- 
ernor of Cardiagena having remained in Jamaica — said iliai if ihey 
would grant hira thb schooner, he would come with the three oth- 
er armed vessels belonging to him, and would engage four or five 
other owners of privateers to job the mtended expedition of gen- 
eral Bolivar. 

As soon as Bolivar was apprised that Marimon had named 
a conmiission to examine the justness of Aury's demand, and to 

settle it at once, knowing that the commissary of congress was 
srreatly in favor of Aiirv, he sent nt xt dav after his election as 
commander-in-chief, for Fatlicr M iinnon, and die intendant Zea, * 
one of the arbitrators, and roprimaiulL'd them very severely in my, 
and commodore Brioa's presence, for having meddled in tins af- 
fair, annulled the just award made in favor of Aury, and tore it 
in pieces, it having been aheady written, signed, and approved. 
Not satisfied with this, he requested general Marion, the liaytien 
governor of Aux Caycs, to put a guard of Haytien troops on board 
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of tlie Constellation, in order to drive Aury's men from the vessel, 
and take it for himself. 

Aury, greatly surprised, in vain made the most just represeota- 
tions, and said afterwards, that having well known the tyrannical 
principles of BoUvari he had opposed being under his sole order ; 
that he could not endure that such a man should be the ruler 
of so many thousands of bis bretliren. 

The reception of Aury, by Bolivar, at SavaniUa, is too well 
known to be repented here. 

The consequence of tliis arbitrary nr-t was, that our expedition 
lost, with commodore Aury, moie thai) lour hundred irood sailors, 
and about fifty foreis:u oliicers, with ei;;hl armed N cs^els, wluch 
separated from the expedition, vvhilbt llie squadron under Hiioji 
departed williout them j fuU one half of our forces were ilius lost 
to us. 

JBermudes, a secret enemy of Bolivar, remained with Aury ; so 
did cdonel Ducayla, Coland, Bolivar's ex-commander of artillery, 
Garcia, and odiers. 

Aury, as is known, took the Mexican colours, and sailed, sepa- 
rately, from Au\ Cayes to the island of Amelia* All that might 
be said ol" Aury's subsequent pri\ nteerins; operations, has nothing 
to do with Bolivar's resentment at Aux ('aye« ; it is a convincing 
proof, like that of tlie besiepnc; o( Cartiia^ena, how vindictive and 
iraseible is the character of the man who rules over about two 
niillions of Colombians at the present day, uitli jiiore power and 
absolutaicsSy tliaa does the autocrat of Russia, or die Sultan at Con- 
stantinoj)le over his subjects. 

The inhabitants of Aux Cayes were greatly scandalised at the 
indecent quarrels which took place between the patriot chieftains. 
There was a challenge for a duel from the lieutenant cokmel Ma- 
riano Montilla to general Bolivar; another of general Marino 
against commodore Brion ; bodi were prevented. In the first, I 
was the second of general Bolivar, who chose rae, as Brion did in 
that of Marino. Tbc particulars of the first will be related after- 
wards ; the second did not take place because I told an oliiccrtogo 
secretly to ireneral Mnrion ^md advise him, that \\v. should interpo'^e 
his audiority in detai.'iin2: ^laiino in his iionse, as such dncU 
were not tolerated by the laws of llayti ; which be did. Bi ion 
and myself, accompanied by Bolivar, were gohig to die place ap- 
pointed for rendezvous, when I urged Bolivar to retire, as liis pres- 
ence was entirely useless and indecorous ; he feh the strength of 
my arguments, and the more when I assured him I would never 
su^r Brion to be insulted or hurt. Ho returned to the city. Soon 
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after came colonel Valdes, the second of general Marino, to the 
place of rendezvous, telling nie, greatly per[)le\e(l, that the latter 
wa., .u rested hy order of the llaytien governor, Marion; and that 
tlic whole iUiair was known to him. 1 pretended great disappoint- 
ment ; but was in fact very glad that general Marion had taken the 
hint ; and so another day and place were appointed for a second 
meetmg. 

Colonel Valdes, satisfied widi ra^ consent to a second meeting, 
left me at a full gallop. When Bnon heard from me this delay, ha 
was disappointed, and expressed to me his sentiments, in very 
strong terms, against Marino. Before our horses were put in 
rprulincss, an officer, with about 20 men of the Haytien guard, 
came suddenly upon n?, and saying he had orders to arrest us, hade 
us give him our pistols and swords. Tiie grenadiers fixed their 
bayonets, and all resistance wouiil liave been in vain. liuckily 
it happened tliat 1 was acquainted widi this officer ; I requested 
him to order away the grenadiers, and promised tliat 1, and my 
friend, would follow him alone, upon parole, which he granted very 
politely. We mounted our horses, and appeared before the Hay- 
tien governor, who after a short, but polite admanition for having 
acted against the laws of the country, dismissed us. The affair 
between Marino and Brlon was settled in the same evening, in the 
closet of general Boli?ar, by the latter, in my and colonel Valdes^ 
presence. 

A third challenge happened lietween lieulenanl colonel Raphael 
Hun;o and general Pinr; a iourtli, between myself and heutenant 
( olonel Charles Soublette, the game who is now general of divis- 
ion and secretary general of the president Liberator, notwithstand- 
mg the known cowardice of the said Charles Soublctie. The fol- 
bwing are the particulars of this cuiious and characteristic affiiir. 

During the evacuation of Carthagena, by the patnots, (Decem- 
ber, 181 5,) and their retreat under the batteries of the forts of Boca 
Chica, I remained the last and only commander, who, in virtue of 
the manial law proclaimed since tlie beginning of Morillo's siege, 
had been invested with dictatorial powers. Soublette came from 
Carthagena to Boca Chica, where he wisiu 1 to meddle with busi- 
ness in which he was not nt all concerned. Some of my officers 
reported it to me innncdiately. 1 came, and repreniantlnig him for 
his intrusion, ordered Imn to leave the fort of San Fernantlo and 
embark. He repUeil rujt a word, and embarked on hoard the Con- ' 
sutution, where 1, and uiy family, came afterwards, it being com- 
modore Aury's vessel. When in sight of the Island of Jamaica, 
the latter desired to go on shore, to procure fresh provisions and 
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water, and requested me to take the command of the squadron in 
his abisence. Mr. Soublette, already much incensed against me, 
attempted to criticise sonie of my orders, while I was in the 
cabin. My friends told me of the murmurs of said Soublette ; I 
<;ame on deck and reprimanded him again very severely, in pre- 
sonre of more than an hundred persons, assembled to whom T ex- 
plained die propriety of my crders, and Mr. Soublette aii;;uD re- 
ceived this second rcpriuuiud without replying a single word. 

Soublette being, like nil cowards, of a very vindictive and 
haughty character, could not bear tills double pubhc, and well de- 
served reprimand, and said to some of his friends, that I should 
pay for it very dearly. As soon as general Bolivar anived from 
rati m Prince at Aux Cayes, and I had been entrusted with the 
organization of the staff, and the military administration, Soublette, 
who had never commanded four men, was raised, by the favor of 
general Bolivar, to the grade of lieutenant in the staff, and was a 
great favorite of the latter, for some reasons well known to those 
arquaimed with tlie family connexions of the two handsome sisters 
of said Soublette, of which can be found snti-fnrtorv proofs in 
colonel Hyppisley*s account ef his jounn \ lo ilic Orinoco, ed. Lon- 
don, 1819. Said Souljlcite, sure now ol ilir protection of gen- 
eral Bolivar, began to say to some of his coiiijuLinutiSj in my ab- 
sence, " that I had tyrannized much over all tlie Caraguinson board 
of the Constitution, which was, on the part of a stranger, much 
more intolerable, and should be resented by every native of the 
country," &c. He repeated these falsehoods to a great many of 
his countrymen, in order to inspire hatred against me in the minds 
of the Caraguin officers, and particularly of general Bolivar, who 
is a Caraguin himself. 

I had heard nothing of these rumor?, thus maliciously spread 
againsL me by Mr. Soublette. One d i} , being alone with general 
Bolivar, in bis bed clianiber, he said to nie, in the cotirse of the 
conversation, *' Apropos, my dear friend, (we alwavs spoke I-'i ench 
together, and in iliese conversations, Bolivar n-- d ibc term, in 
speaking witli me, of " Jlion cher Ami" which the Spaniards use 
much in their intimate conversation in the Spanish language, say- 
ing " Mi Amigo /") do you know that Soublette has made great 
complaints against you and Aury, that you both have not well treat* 
ed the Caraguin officers on board the Constitution." I remember- 
ed, immediately, that Soublette had since been very careful to 
avoid my presence, and what had passed between him and me in 
Boca Chica, and on board of tiie Constitution. I recounted all 
this, minutely, to Bolivar, who laughed much at the warmth with 
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which i related it; hnt T said, at the end of my arconnt to Boli- 
var, "as it is high time lo tiiiish ail these calumnies ot such a youns; 
fellow, 1 will pve hira adv ice of my intentions, and that in your 
presence." I asked for pen, ink and paper, and immediately 
wrote to Souhlette, in Bolivar's own bed clianiber, the iallow- 
ing note in French, which Soublette understands passably well : 
I have iust now heard from general Bolivar, that you speak and 
spread falsehoods against me, like a coward, in my absence* I g^ve 
you notice, that if you continue to do so, I will treat you as you 
deserve, and mark your face with my whip wherever 1 can meet 
you; such a fellow as you deserves nothinoj else!" After having 
signed the note, and addressed it to "Mr. Chnrle- Soublette, pre- 
sent," I handed it to trenern! Bolivar, saving: " Mure, sir, h mv 
reply to such a shnnielul ealmiinv, rt'ud it, it' you please." Boli- 
var read the note ovei , and said 1 should do well to take care of 
Souhletie's veiiL:e:uire, uliich iniuht hrins: discredit on a man of 
my age, and tlic head ol a family." 1 laughed, ami n plied, "there 
is not the least danger for me, I know this man much better than 
you do« I am ready, if* called upon, to give him, when, and 
wherever he pleases, hereafter, any satisfaction he may choose to 
take V* I called one of the oHicers on duty, who happened to be 
the lieuten.uit eolonel Pedro Chypia, and ordered him, in presence 
of general Bolivar, handing him my folded, but unsealed note, to 
give it himselj, in person^ to Charles Soublette ; to seek him at his 
lodgings, or wherever he could find liitn out, and return to the 
residence of general 15olivar, where 1 would remniii and wait for 
his return. It was about eleven o'clock in the morning, and nn 
hour afterwards colonel Chypia returned, and said to me, ui Boli- 
var's presence, (where I remained alone vviiii liiui m his bed eliain- 
ber,) tltat he found Soublette in the street, and that he read my 
note over twice, turning pato and red, and saying not^ single word 
more than '*it is good, it is well!'* And so it was; then, I can 
declare, under the most solemn oath, that said Soublette, after 
having received my note, avoided, very carefully, to meet me in 
the streets, or m any house where lie could suspect I frequented* 
This w as carried so Hir, that when Soublette was cautioned at orie 
end of a street wliich 1 entered, he turned quickly round and pass 
ed into another, so that my aid-de-camps, who were perfectly 
acquainted with the whole transaction, said to me, (who am near 
sit^htcd,) "there comes Soublette." I quickened our pace, in or- 
der to meet him, but they shortly afterwards exclaimed, " he is 
gone into another street; oh, see how fast he goes 
17 
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As I am speaking of Chailcis Soublcite, I must srive some otlier 
particulars of liim, taken from the books of colonel llippisley, wliicli 
has the following title : " A narrative of the e?cpedition to the rivers 
OriDoco and Apurc, in South America, London, John Murrajr, 
1819.** In a note, page 322, he says, "The council had received 
an addition !) v tlu' presence of the adjutant general of the army, 
just arrived from head quarters, general of division, Charles Soub" 
lette. Of this man, colonel English and the British officers, who 
had been at the Inst nrtions, at Villa del Cura and Ortiz, spoke 

most degradingly ; tiie former oflieer, colonel E , had seen 

him seeking shelter behind a tree, during the action at Ortiz, and 
has n proached him w ith his cowardice. This Soublette is, how- 
ever, ail exeepii')!! to tii** ireneral conduct of the patriot oflicers, 
who certainly arc not d(. >iiiiite of courage, and is, 1 believe, ilie 
only instance of such weakness in ilie land service. Gfeneral 
Souhlette is a very handsome figure of a man ; about twenty-five 
years of age ; tall, thm, and well pro^jortioned } remarkably neat 
in his dress and appearance ; half cast by burth and complexkn ; 
he is about five feet ten- inches in height ; rather a handsome and 
European style of countenance ; black hair and large mustacbios ; 
a smile more than prepossessing ; a general lover, amongst the fe- 
male part of the province, by whom he is well received, and has 
no disappointments in affairs of gallantry to complain of; he has, 
however, been a martyr to his pleasures, and makes an infamous 
boast of retaliation in this respect." 

At page colonel Hippisley expresses himself as follows: 
" Soublette's quarters (at the city of Angostura, in liie province of 
Guayana,) are extensive and in most excellent repair. They be- 
long, as an appendage of his own sister, Jo his brother-m-law, who 
is a merchant^ and keeps a large store on the ground floor under^ 
neath. The general-in-chief, Bolivar, is, in common with the rest 
of his countrymen, much attached to women ; and one, two, or 
three, generally accompany him on Ats various marches. Amaiig 
his favorites was Soublettc^s sister ; and when his short season of 
love was expired, the lady, being not only young, but tolerably 
pretty, with a head of flaxen hair, upon which she could tread with 
her feet, became nn olijcct of chaste love to the enamored swain, 
who considered it .ui honor to be married to the mistress of the 
* supreme chief of the republic of Venezuela and New Grenada,' 
and the sister of the adjutant general Soublette. And doubly was 
he rewarded I for, on the second visit Bolivar made to Angostura, 
he presented his qwmdam chert amie, witli this house as her mar- 
riage portion ; the original owners not being in a situation ever to 
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claim it again, as their bones still remain unburied among the heaps, 
lying in the intenor of the new, yet unfinishedf^cathedral," &c. kc. 

At page 468, the same author says; General Soublette, the 
adjutant general, I had previously to notice. He is too well 
known, even by the British, for his timidity and cowardice, on all 
occasions. He is a native of Caracas ; and Bolivar, when he made 
him a general, did him, as I before mentioned, the additional fa- 
vor, of making his sistor his favorite mistress j an honor of which, 
two of the parlies felt proud," Sec, &c. 

And such a man has bcLii promoted to tlie raniv of chief of the 
stall", sceneral of division, vie p-president of the republic of Colom- 
bia, intcndant of the dcparlincut of Caracas, minister of the war 
and navy departments, and, lately, secretary-general of tlie presi- 
dent Liberator. He is, besides what colonel Hippisley. and many 
others say of him, a vile and cunning flatterer of his anaster, and 
all bis well known cowardice and blunders, were excused and 
covereif by other good and Aonoro&^e. qualities ! 

We will return to Aux Cayes, where I left Charles Soublette, 
avoiding me Uke a spectre. Tliis anrculuie is not alone known by 
all the officers of the staff at that time, but hy a irreat many of the 
principal inhabitants of Aux Cayes, and <cr'iuTal Bolivar hinist^lf 
cannot deny tliibiact — ^which took place in liis chamber, in thi' house 
of an English iiiercliant, established in Aux Cayes, Mr. Joseph 
Downic — vvidiuut slating an untruth. 

Here follow now the promised particulars of lieutenant colonel 
Mariano Montilla's, challenging Bolivar to a duel at Aux Cayes. 
The lieutenant colonel Montilla, Caraguina, arrived from Jamaica 
at Aux Cayes, in March 1816, to offer his services to general 
Bolivar, in his projected expedition. Some hours after his ar- 
rival, he presented himself, uuexpi etedly, with commodore Brion, 
before general Bolivar, who had often spoken to me and odiers of 
said Montilla, as a very dangerous, intriguing man, capable of doing 
great misrhirf- — rnpnhir dp tout hnnleveraer, as he expressed him- 
self in French, in speaking to me of that ofTiror. He spoke in 
very animated terms, and I saw clcarlv some old Iritred was re- 
mai|iing against him. I heard afterwards of the following circum- 
stances, which had provoked this haired. 

Mariano Montilla was one of the first promoters of the revolu- 
tion at Caracas, as I have related elsewhere. He spoke in strong 
terms of Bolivu's refusal to join his cousin Ribas, and was from 
that time not at all oif good terms with the former. He came to 
Caracas during the time when Bolivar was dictator of Venezuela, 
but preferred to serve iii the army of Marino, the rival of Bolivar^ 
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and the dictator of the eastern part of Venezuela. IVf uch dissatis- 
fied with Bolivar, and his constant refusal to establish a congress, 
be joiDed with some others, and tried to turn biro out, aod make a 
second revolution in favor of a congress and a repubUcan govern- 
ment. This was prevented, and Montilla escaped and came to 
Cailbagena, where he joined Castillo, the rival an^ enemy of Boll* 
var, when the latter besieged this fortress. Here, hewastbecomi-' 
seUor and friend of general Castillo, and he afterwards turned 
a2:ninst the latter, ami L^rcatly assisted Aury and others to displace 
Castillo and elect iiermudes. Montilla e\afiiated Cartha«^ena 
with the Other patriots, but seperan d himself, leiiuiinin*; at a 
little port of Jamaica, Savana La Mar, where we slopped two 
days. From thence he proceeded to Kingston, and arrived some 
days after the departure of Bolivar for Boca Cliica aud Aux 
Cayes. As soon as he heard of a new expedition againstthe Main, 
and that bis friend and protector, Luis Brion, would have the com- 
mand of it, he came, to Aux Cayes, and oflered, as I have said, 
bis services to general Bolivar, who much surprised at his unex- 

Eected visit, had, nevertheless, self command enough to receive 
im with that politeness which characterises him* Bolivar bad 
some officers with him, so that Montilla could only speak on in- 
diftereni topics ; he remaiii*'d a quarter of an hour, and in taking 
leave, he told BoHvar, lowering his voire, that he wnlied nuieli to 
have a private conversation with him, and recpiested lie would ap- 
point him an hour to have ilie pleasuie lo wail on him and lo meet 
him alone. Bolivar a>iuiii>hed, fixed liini, nevertheless, ihe hour 
of seven o'clock in the evening, and so they separated. This pass- 
ed in the morning at eleven o'clock* 

I was the whole of that day absent from town, and when I came, 
at about six o'clock in the afternoon, as usual, to vidt the general, 
I found him at dinner. I declined to dine, but drank a glass of 
wine with Mr. Downie and general Bolivar. I found the latter 
uneasy and thoughtful, and asked him if he was not writ, Oh 
yes, yes, my dear friend, I am very well, very well which words 
woro spoken in Freiirh, and with a distracted air and tone. After 
a while, he asked me how late it was j 1 answered, in looking at 
my watch, (he havini; left Iiis in his bed chamber,) it wanted ten 
minutes to seven. He jumped up, and bidding me follow him, 
took liis li.ii and ran down the steps from the dining room into 
Uie yard, with such haste that I could not follow him in the dark* 
ness. As soon as I had descended, I said to liim, jesting, that be 
was surely very anxious to meet some 6ne handsome girl. He 
took me by the arm, and only saying don't he quickened 
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his pace, passed ilie yRtd door, walked with mc very rapidly to 
tile large square, during which he turned numd three or four 
times, like a man who is afraid that somebody might follow hiia. 
Two of has aid-de-camps, Paez and Charoberlaine, followed a 
good distance after us. 1 was^ I. must confess, very, much sur* 
prised, at such unusual walking and behaviour, but was silent and 
quickened step witii him, who kept my arm fast. When we were 
about in the middle of the sijuiuc, lie ai last appeared to respire 
more easily, and sto{)p('d, asking his aid-de^K^amps wlio joined us, 
if tiiey ha(l not seen Montilhi pass; tliev aii:^\vt;red in the negative I 
what, exclanied 1 ;isioni.-;hed, .Moniilhi, Moiiiilla ; " C)l» don't s|)eak 
so loud," rej)lied Holivar, I must tell you tlhit Montilhi has arrived , 
from Janiaca ; he came this morning and re(jut'>ted nie to \i\ an 
hour to see nie lu prcst nn: of four ryvs (t iure quatre yeux:.) 
I was a lilile j[n>rple\i d and appoiiiled him the hour of seven 
this evening. But I shall not, I will not, see that mail again ; 
you must know that he is a very dangerous intriguing man, able 
to do great misbhief. In order not to meet him I quickened my 
steps ; tlien you know he lives with Brion.* But let us go to our 
Signorita's ) (this was the hou^e of the lieutenant colonelJuan Val- 
des, whom Bolivar appointed, during his dictatorship, governor of 
Laguira in recom])ense of certain connexions with his handsome 
wife, (who must not he confounded with colonel Manuel A aides, 
devoted entirely to jViarino, and who was no relation of the for** 
mer.) 

Here we met with the regular coterie, to wit, the inf^'udtuu Zea, 
some aid de camps of Bolivar and the familv Valdes. V aides sel" 
dom received any company and liulivar liked not a great assembly 
when he was there* He introduced me as a friend, and I came 
two or three times a week when he was there every day. As soon 
as he had arrived, be took captain Chamberlain, his aid-de*camp, 
aside, and spoke a few words to him ; the latter took his hat 
and went out. J^alivar was sitdog in a hammock and had a very 
distracted air, looking constantly towards the door. Zea took 
me aside and asked what was the matter with Bohvar? he re- 
marked that he was not as usual, and so in fact it was. Cham- 
berlain came with a captain, of large mustachios, named Jose Ma- 



lioine of commodore Brion was sittuatefl in the public square close by the new 
roffco lioii-c, AO that Montilln was olilig-fMi topassapiut uf the same \\;\\ . \sliirli vso 
can>e, Hjiii Holivar wa.* afraid thai MonttUa would see and follow us. Therefore he ran 
down the steps, so fast aijd i)Uickenctd bi« pue, iinposiug sileace u|>on roe. He wm 
afraid Montiila, delenoBUMM) wid courtfeoitt, would ai«U«B^, or ili-treat him in Uu* pri- 
vate interview. 
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ria Hernandez, who saluted us, and was crossing the room wiiii 
Chamberlain, going immediately together into the adjoining piazza. 
Bolivar jumped from his hammock and joined them. I stood with 
Zea and some of the ladies of the family in the other comer of the 
pretty la^e piazza, and heard Bolivar, speaking to Hernandez 
in a low quick voice, and gesticulating much, which is his cus- 
tom when he is talking of some very interesting matter ; the captain 
appeared to reply, but, at last, he left the general, and went out 
with Cliainh'-rlain without wlsliin«j any of tis a ^ood night. Cham- 
berlain caiiif alone, after a iu!l half hour's absonre, to join us 
at the house of V'aldes, but without the captain ; hv spoke a lew words 
in the ear of Bolivar in u very low tone, who appeared much pleas- 
ed, and was aftenvards more at iiis ease. Wc retired, general Bol- 
ivar, intendant Zea, m\'self, and the two aid-de-camps, together. 
The general took us, Zea and myself, each by the arm, and said 
in a jesting manner, that he was now well escorted in case Mod- 
tiUa ^ould attempt anything against him. We left him at the 
gate of Mr. Joseph Downie's house, and retired. 

At seven o'clock the next morning captain Demarguet, another 
aid-de-carop of Bolivar, came to my house in a great hurry, and 
requested me, in the name of his i:;cneral, to come immediately, 
as he had soniethinir of iin})oriance to comninnieaie to me. 1 
hastened to meet hiu), and found him sitting in his bed, and dress- 
ini; himself. He sprani; from it and said to me iiteaily aiiitated, 
but sinilini; : iny dear friend I nm in need of vonr advice : be so 
good as to read ibis letter, and tell me tiie meaning of it, as I do 
not understand French weH enough to know what the writer says. 
It was a note addressed to general Bolivar, present, and signed 
by Charles La Veauz, a French gentleman with whom I was very 
well acquainted, as he had been a long time established in Car- 
thngena, where he was the representative of the French nation, 
as Mr. Baxter of the German and Swiss, and Mr. Hyslop of the 
English. Its contents were as followes : 

Mr. General — Having been chosen bv lieutenant colonel ATnri- 
ano Afontilla, my friend, to enclose you the following; printed injn- 
rioa-j pasquinade ai;ainst said colonel, signed .lose Maria Hernan- 
des, which havini^ been posted up at the corner of tlie public s(juare, 
was biouiilit to hiui early this momhig ; I am directed by him to tell 
you, with reluctance, that he, colonel Montilla, considers th'is inju- 
rious paper as coming from you, and not from a man of whose 
existence he had never heard before. Certain past transactions 
between you and my friend, made him more than suspect that no- 
body else except yourself could be the auUior of this handbill. 
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and, therefore, I am authorised to demand ibr the ookmel, the 

u«;imlsaiisfaclion hctwenn 2;pntl(Miien and officers ; please to acquaint 
me with the day, the liour, and tlio place where your niepting; can 
be settled ; hut as tlii! stay of rolotiol Alontilla admits of no delay, 
I re(jiiest you to fix it in the course of to day, or at least to-morrow, 
I liavu iliu honour to be ^c." Signed Charles La Veaux, Aux 
Caves, March Sili 1 b 1 G. 

The paper enclosed, was printed in the Spanish language, as 
foDows : To the Venezuelan officers at present residing in the 
city of-Aux Cayes: Citizens and countrymen — You are advised 
that commandant Mariano Montilla has arrived in this town, and 
applied to have the honour to be admitted among us. All those 
who know well the intriguing and dangerous character of this man, 
will, I hope, join mo to oppose his admission into the army, he. 
Signed T. M. Hernandez, captain of tiie body i^uard of his excel- 
lenrv the captain-general of the arunes oi' Venezuela and New 
Grenada, and commander-iu-cliief of the expeditionary army," 
&tc. &£C. 

While I sat down to read die^e papers. Bolivar was pacing his 
bed chamber up and down, like a man profoundly occupied, and 
stopping before me three or four times, he asked me, at last, what 
I thought of Mr. La Veaux's letter* " I thmk it is a formal chal- 
lenge from MontiUa." " What,** said he, greatly agitated, " do 
you tliink so, my dear friend ?** Yes, to be sure !" I replied. 
" But Iinw came you to rcreive such a curious challenge; what 
can be the reason of Montilla's attributing to you such an infamous 
paper. Montilla should have directed the challenice to Hernan- 
dez ! Well, tjeneraJ, be quiet and easy; 1 will arranLi;e the wliolo 
singular business, and will see La Veaux, and never will I suirer 
that you shall be molested by any of yom- subalterns, on sueh a 
ridiculous accusation !'' lie embraced me, iii^iily pleased witli 
the warmth of iny actions, and called me his best friend. 

I went to La V eaux, and found him not $ I went to Montilla, 
and found these two gentlemen, with the lieutenant colonel of cav- 
alry, Rafael Tugo, in a conversation, which appeared to me to be 
very animated. 

Mr. La Veaux acknowledged that he w as the author of the 
letter written to general Bolivar, which tlie latter left witli me, and 
that it was upon the particular request of colonel Montilla, tliai he 
wrote it. 1 turned to Montilla and asked him the reason of such 
a procedure against a man who was my connnander-ia-ehicl, and 
uiial>le to act in such a base manner ati^ainst him. " Oh, said he, 
you know not this man, as I have done for many years ; he is pos- 
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itively the author of this paper, and nobody else." These were 
the words ot Montilla. 

Alter a loiii; conversation, I told the two gentlemen, Mr. La 
Veaiix and Monlilla, that 1 would never acknowledi;e Mr. La 
Veaux's letter to be a challenge ; and if they would absolutely chal- 
lenge general Bolivar, I declared to them they should fight with 
me and kill me first, before I would sufier general Bolivars life to 
be hazarded, upon which the safety of so many tliousands of us 
depended entirely, &c. But being, at the time, fully convinced 
of the innocence of general Bolivar, I ott'erred Montilla a written 
declaration, by which the general would be ready to give him an 
honourable testimony, enabling him to show it to whoever he 
pleased. Montilla di'!>ired tliat it should he staled in i\r,\{ h'ller 
expressly, that Bolivar disavowed any participation in the ^aid 
pasqiiinade. This 1 positively refused, as deirradins; to the char- 
acter of the general, hut engaged to urge hiui to lurnish it from 
Hernandez, as a just satisfaction to him, Montilla. Mr. La Veaux 
interfered and said to Montilla that my proposals were honourable 
and sufficient, and added, it would answer to bring Hernandes 
before him. La Vaux, at his lodgings, to acknowledge that he was 
sorry fr^r having made such a pasqniiKidc against Montilla. To 
this the latter consented ; and I pledged my word to sec both 
measures punctually fuKilled ; and the hour of four oVlock in the 
afternoon was fixed, when 1 engaged to bring captain Hernandes 
with me to Mr. La Vaux's. 

T returned to Bolivai's house, where I found him in his bed 
chamber alone, walking to and fro, and looking very dejected 
and pale. 1 related to him minutely my whole conversation, whi< h 
^ave him great satisfaction ; but when 1 came to tlie last pouu, the 
mtended apology of Hernandez, he jumped from his chair and 
asked rae abruptly — what ! have you consented that I shall pun- 
ish Hernandez, and send him to La Vaux's at four o'clock f* 
" To be sure I have ; it is absolutely necessair to save your own 
honour, which is deeply compromised by the formal accusation of 
Montilla, who appears sincerely to think that you, and not Her- 
nandez, are die author of this pasquinade ; and therefore it is ne- 
ces':nrv that not the least shadow of suspicion asjainst you should 
remain in his mind.'^ YoM are correct, my dear friend, it is 
true ; it must done." 

He requested me to make out a letter in French to Mr. La 
Veaux, in reply to his note, in which I gave an honourable testi- 
mony to colonel Montilla, but without me.ntiouiug either the chal- 
lenge or captain Hernandez's pasquinade. 
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Bolivar said to me in makbg this request, that he did not write 
French well, and that his mind was vexed with such a disgreeable 
business. I did it in his bed chambert immediately, as Mr. La 
Veaiut and Montilla were waiting my return. After having per- 
used my draft} Bolivar appeared highly pleased with it, and sat 
down to copy, sign and seal it. 

Montilla and La Vmtix- were boili satisfied, and so was I. When 
I came back to the eeneral, lie said to me in a jestinc: tone, that 
my engagement to fetch Hernandez to J\ir. La Veaux, was a j/ret' 
ty hard task ! but nevertheless, you are in the risht ; it will, it 
must, it shall be done. These last words were spoken in a rash 
and passionate manner, in walking up and down his bed chamber. 
Well colonel (no more mon cher ami) you will be here at four 
o'clock ; I must go and prepare Hernandez before ; he shall be 
here and go with you. 

I arrived a little before four o'clock ; my hand was on tlie knock- 
er of the ^enenil's door, which led irom the saloon through a large 
piazza to his bed chamber, being accustomed to go freely out and 
in, without being aiinonnced, when rolonel Paez, the aid de eamp 
on duty, told mc not tn niter^ requesting nie in a low voice not to 
go in, as the general (iesii ed me to wait some minutes, having to 
speak with captain Hernandez. This private conversation in a 
matter in which I hail niuloubtedly some claims to be present, 
struck my mind, and some suspicions arose in regard to tiie truth 
of colonel Mondlla's accusation ; but I had then too great and 
exaked an idea of general Bolivar's character to sufier the least 

2r9S8ion to remain, and entering the saloon, conversed with some 
sers present. After a while, ilie ireneral called me out into the 
piazza^ his face being highly colored, and showed me Hernandez 
coming out of the bed chamber witli a very harsh look, and his 
eyes fixed to the ground, as a man who contemplated sometliing 
profoundly engraved on his mind, liolivar whispered me in the 
ear, in French, in goinic throiiLih the piazza into his bed chamber : 
" jVi? frtiVri- aucun reproche a Hernandez^ je Pai dtja /(nV," (make 
iio reproaches to Hernandez, I have done so already.) Hernan- 
dez was in full uniform, but without his sword, with his hat in his 
hand. Bolivar and myself were in civil dress. The general said 
to me, that Hernandez was ready to follow me, when the latter 
stepped hastily forward, put his hat deep over his face, and said, 
Vamos, Vamos ! (let us go.) I followed, a litde surprised at his 
behaviour, but being in the street with him, he walked extremely 
fast. ^ Captain, (said I,) go not so fast, I cannot follow you, it is 
too warm." *^ Oh yes, yes, it is true ; I beg you pardon, (answer* 
18 
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cd he, slackening his pace,) but you would excuse me if you should 
know all tlial has happnnrd. No, no, yon are a good man, too 
good a man ; but it must be done." He ii;insped my hand, and 
some tears tell from his checks. " But captain Hernandez, what 
is llie matter with you, arc you sick ? vvhai can have lia])pcnetl to 
you Until tlieii, 1 had treated him with great severity, firmly 
convinced of his being the autlior of the paper, but now 1 felt again 
new doubts, and in thb uncertainty, I spoke to him with a milder 
tone, and entreated him to open to me bis mind, and to fear noth- 
ing in doing so« ''Oh no, oh no ! I cannot, I cannot! I know 
you are the father of your aid-de-( ips, (they said so to their 
companions in arms.) You are good, but — no, no, I cannot speak, 
I dare not speak and so we arrived at Mr. La Veaux's room. 
I told the latter, in French, to be satisfied with any apology he 
should make; then I piuedHernaiKlez, who jji oiie re d .-ome broken 
and unintelligible words, with whicli iNlr. La V eaux professed 
himself safisfied, and Hernandez was dismissed. T now told Mr. 
Ld V tau\, wlii) ii.nl always been my good friend, ami had ser\ed 
with distinction in die French army, of tlic strange behav iour of Her- 
nandez. " Oh, (said he to me,) Montilla is in the right ; you know 
not all; but as you are engaged, and can run a brilliant career with 
jrour new friend, I will not say any thing else to you. You acted 
m a frank and honorable way, and if Bolivar is not an ungrateiul 
man, he must tindoubtedly he your friend,*' &:c. 

Tlie lieutenant colonel Montilla embarked two days afterwards, 
with Mr. PapajTcn, a French merchant, estalilished, at the lime, 
at Kingston, Jamaica, under the firm of Hardy, Moose &t Compa- 
ny. He is acquainted with Mr. La Veaux, who is now in Mar- 
tinique. They will undoubtedly confirm this statement, which, of 
course, will be denied by Bolivar and Montilla, who arc, at pre- 
sent, very good friends. 

Now I roust give the key of Montilla's ground of suspicion of 
Bolivar^ Hernandez's and La Veaux's actions and words, which 
the following circumstances will put in a proper light. Aher the 
action of Ocumare, where Bolivar fled, and, a second time, look 
shelter at Jacquemel and Port au Prince, came captain Chamber- 
lain, one of his aid-de-camps to Aux Cayes, where I then re» 
sided, to see me. After dinner, when he had drunk pretty freely, 
and we were talking together of past times, I asked him if he could 
not give me some account of tlie challenao sent by Montilla, and 
of the strantce snsj)icions of the latter, of general Bolivar's be- 
ing the anihor of the |ias(jumade and not Hernandez. "To ho 
sure," said lie " I can," and srj he told me the following facts : 
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" After Monlilia's first visit in tlie morniug, to general Holivar, he 
called ChambiTlaia, and said to him, he wished to c^ci rid ot iVlon- 
tiUa, who was a very dangerous intriguer, and ilu' thought had oc- 
curred lu him, to lind some of the officers who would sign a papur 
against Montilla, and have it immediately printed. Chamberlain 
proposed Hemaodes as the most fit for this purpose ; and the gen- 
efai sending for bim, was veiy much disappointed to hear he was 
out, and would not return that evening. So Bolivar and Cham- 
berlain spoke secretly in die piazza of colonel Valdes* house, and 
then went to Mr. BaUlot the printer, (engaged by Bolivar to fol- 
low us,) and to sign tlie pasquinade already prepared, which was 
printed during the nidit, and fixed on the difll rent corners of the 
streets of tlic city. When IMnntilla coinjjlaincd to general Marino, 
the Haytian govrnior, with one of the printed bills in his hand, the 
general immediately ordered ihu uidy iirinit r in Uie city, Mr. Hail- 
lot, to be arrested, who declared dial he had received the written 
pasquinade, by an aid-dc-camp of general Bolivar, widi the order 
to print it aecredy, and not make known to any one, diat it came 
from him. This aid-de-camp was Chamberlain, in whom Boli- 
var had always had the greatest confidence ; he was a nadve of 
the island of Jamaica, and had s( r\ (d in the British army. So it 
came that cobnel Montilla and Mr. La Veaux, highly offended of 
Bolivar's conduct, agreed to ciiallenge him, and to accuse him of 
what was the truth, namely, of his being th^ author of the pas- 
quinade. 

I have entereo Into all tlie^e inirnite rirrnm«:tances, in order to 
show the true characK rot Bolivar and hisgreal dii|)lieity. I vouch 
fur die trudi of this aneedole, having been myself one of his dupes, 
and actors hi die whole traiibaeiion. 

Captain Hernandez was eight days after promoted to die rank 
of major, and in Margarita, two months later, t received the order 
to denver him a brevet as lieutenant colonel, and so the mouth of 
diis officer was closed. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Sattvng of the expeditionary arm|f, tmder comtnand of Generai Bo- 
livar j from Aut Cayes to Margarita — J^aval action on the 2d 
May^ and how General Bolivar hehrtvcd in it — Events in the 
Island of Margarita — Arrival of the expedition at Carupano — 
Characieristir . hiecdotcs of General Bolivar — The author takes 
final leave, of the xervice — what happened between General 
Bolivar and him at jIilx Cayes and at Port au Prince. Year 
1816. 

The Haytian ^vemment made great advances to general Boli- 
var, in ammunitiony provisions and money. President Pedoo and 
liis friend general Bover, were very favorable to bis expedition, 
whilst the corrupt and cunning Inginac, secretary of state, was, as 

I was assured, secretly an enemy to all whites, who liad not mo- 
ney enoii2;h to L^ain him over. Tfiis despicable man, who is a 
while, as h\\^ bt eii said, had done more harm to ilic ^vhites llian 
ail the colored and black people of Hayti. He is too well known 
to manv thousands and unworthy to be mentioned more. 

iv*juis Brion, promoted to the rank of post captain, did more 
than any of us to fit out the squadron in a proper way. He was 
named commander of the navy, and employed his great credit and 
the remainder of bis large fortune, to enable us to depart from' 
Aux Cayes on the 10th April, 181G. 

But sc arcely had we arrived at the island of San Beata, when 
the whole squadron was detained by — a woman ; it was no other 
than Miss Pepa 31 — , (the Spanish name of Josephine,) the dear 
mistress of <:('neral Bolivar. She alone, by her •^rrret virtues, had 
the power to detain the whole squadron and ahout a thousand men, 
during more than 48 hours, at anchor ! 

The following; particulars will explain this curious and notorious 
fact. General Bolivar is, hke all his counirynien the Caragiiins, 
greatly attached to the fair sex, and has usually witli Ijm, one, 
two, and more mistresses in bis retinue, besides those whom be 
takes a fancy to in passing from one place to another. These 
amours last orduiaiih^ 24 hours or a week ; but Miss Pepa made 
a rare exception to the general's customary habits* 
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He had known her siiiro IS 13, during Iiis dictatorship, at which 
time she had much inllucncc over him, as I have ah-cady mention- 
ed. When Bolivar arrived from Aux Caves nt Port au Prince, 
he fomid, miexpectedly, tiie iwo sisters, Helen and Isabella Soub- 
lette, sisters of tiie famous general Charles Soublctte, whicli our 
readers know already ; and in Aux Cayes he met mistress Valdes 
and her two daughters, where Bofiw regularlj passed the great- 
eat part of his time. 

As BOOD as he was Darned conunander-in-chiefi hy the assem- 
bly held at Aux Cayes, he wrote to Miss Pepa, who resided with 
her mother and sister at St. Thomas', to come and join him with- 
out delay. He expected them daily with great anxie^, and de- 
tained the departure of our expedition, from one day to another, 
during more than six days. At last commodore Brion, growing 
impatient, declared to him franklv. that it was hic;h time to em- 
bark, and that he would not and tould not wait any longer. Bo- 
livar, linjicfore, was obliged to sail without his mistress, and we 
departed. Before we arrived at the island of La Beata. some 
leagues from Aux Ca^ es, a fast sailing pilot boat brought the lucky 
tidings to general Bokvar, that his dear Miss Pepa, mother and 
sister^ had arrived from St. Thomas' at Aux Cayes. This letter 
caused a bustle on board the whole squadron. Bolivar immedi- 
ately took commodore Brion, (on board of whom, he, general Flo- 
reocio Palacios his cousin, i ntendant Zea and myself, with the of- 
ficers of the staff, had embarked,) down into the cabin, where they 
remaijied a long time talking together. Brion was strongly op- 
posed to waiting the arrival of ]Vliss Pepa, with whom he had been 
already well acquainted at Caracas, but tlie entreaties of general 
Bolivar prevailed at la.^t, and he consented to wait. The eom- 
plaisaut Pacz,* Aiizoatiquj, dud Soublutle, made a formal toilette, 
put themselves in uniform, and sailed in the fast sailing armed 
schooner, the Constitudon, back to Aux Cayes, in search of the 
. dear Miss Pepa, They were rewarded for their readiness to com- 
ply with the desires of their master; Anzoatiqui was promoted to 
die rank of lieutenant colonel, commander of the body guard of 
general Bolivar, and Soublette, adjutant general colonel, attach- 
ed to the staff. 

When T and others of the foreigners heard tliis curious news, 
we were greatly mortified at such a proceeding, and declared loud- 



* This Paez. who was an aid-dc-camp oi' geucrul Bolivar, must not be confouuded 

*'tli g«nenl Pmz, of Ow Umctok. They m not ai all iclatcd or coanecivd. 
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ly that we would leave a commander who compromised the wel* 
iare of so many thousands for such a motive. When Brion heard 
this determination, he urged me in very strong terms to remain, and 
said to me that if I were to leave the expedition, all the other stran- 
gers would, undoubtedly, follow my example, and he should be 
greatly disappointed at it. His entreaties were so ursrent that I, 
at last, yielded, and promised him to stay; I pursuaded the others 
to do the same, and not a single foreign officer debarked. But gen- 
rr;d Palacios, the cousin of Bolivar, with some other Caraguins, 
\\ ( MiM not remain any lonsrer, notwlthslandin?; the entreaties of Boli- 
vai liniiseir, and were pul ou biiore not far diblaul from Uic Hu^uaii 
port of Jacquciiicl. 

The majority of the officers composing this expedUumary amy 
very much dissatisfied with being under the control of such 
circumstances, when activi^ and bravery alone, and not a woman, 
could save the country. From that time Bolivar sunk very much 
in my opinion, and that of others* 

The composition of that expeditionary army which took after- 
wards tlie title of lifjf ratinfr armij, was as follow?; : There were 
six generals, nine colonels, lorty-seven lientenant colonels, a chief 
of tliestatr, three adjutant generals colonels, and eighteen ofiicers 
of the staff; one connnandant of die artillery, one intendaut gener- 
al, one secretary i,;;'neral of tlii iuiendancy, and a good number of 
the adniinistration of die .u ai) ; one comiiiandaiit general of iJie 
cavahy, without taking into the account that each general had his 
aid-de-camps, a secretary, servants, and many their mistresses <y 
wives; that each adjutant general and each cokmel had his adjo- 
s tant; that the number of majors, captains, and lieutanents amount* 
'ed to about 500, and that we had for these epaulets not fifty sfA- 
diers. Each lady had either her mother, sisters or some oth- 
er friend male or female, servants, and a good deal of baggage, 
which embarrassed greatly the rnanfruverins; of the vessels. 
There were besides a number. of lamilies eniigrMin^ from Venezu- 
ela, who embarked at Aux Caves in spite of the entreaties ol" com- 
iiM Mlore Brion, wlio was a2;aiust the admittance of any female on 
bocud the squadron. When Miss Pepa arrived, she uas uever 
suffered to come ou board of tlie commodore's vessel where gen- 
eral Bolivar, Zea, and myself, with the staff officers, except Charles 
Soublette, remained. This man, before we departed fi-om Aux 
Cayes, bad asked, as a favor from general Bolivar, that he should 
not embark in the same vessel where 1 was ; he was ordered on 
board the Con>tiuition, and remained wiiii Miss Pcpa; he never 
came on board of our vessel during our whole passage, in which 



Digitized by Google 



MEXOIBS OF BOLIVAR. 



143 



we had ilie visits of a number of other officers from the squadron. 
Miss Pepa arrived at last, on the third day, from Aux Cayes, 
where the Constitution ms obliged to remain a whole day ; this 
belle being not prepared to embark. Bolivar made his toilette in 
a superb style, and left our vessel tn pny his visit on board the Con- - 
rtitution, where lie reninincd the \vliolt> (l;iy and night, and came 
the next moriiini; on board the cominddore, who was, as well as 
myself, und the tether officerSi highly displeased at having lost about 
four days at anehor. 

When wc passed tiic city of St. Doniiiigo, at that time belong- 
ing to the Spftniards, the whole chy was in alarm, believing we 
should atuckthemi we saw, from our deck, their bustle, and 
liuf bed beardly at their fears. 

On the morning of the 2d of May, the squadron being not far 
distant from the three elevated rocks, known by the name of the 
Three Monks (Ijob Tres FraUet) not far from tiie island of Margari- 
ta, two Spanish men of war, a large brig, and a sclujoner were sig- 
nalized. As our squadron had no colors at all, Brion ordered the 
Spanish fla^to be hoisted on hoard of each of our v essels, so that the 
enemy believins; it was \u< \aiv^ expeeted sijiuuh'on, took in 
sail and waited for us. Uul as soon as they pi^reeived tlu ir mis- 
take, the captain of die schooner, wliich was a fine and fast sail- 
ing vessel, pressed sail and left his commander, whose brig sailed 
not so well. Both tried to escape, but too late. Brion changed 
his colours and fired upon them. The brig was soon overtaken by 
our brig a fine and large vessel, armed with eight carron- 
adesanda brass 24 pound swivel. Three fast sailing schoon- 
ers were detached from the squadron in chase of the Spanish 
schooner, which was taken some hours afterwards. It was the 
Spanish royal schooner Rita, ^vtth two carronndes, 24 pounders, 
six 8 pounders, and one IS pound swivel; commanded by the 
capliun Don Matoj OcanqjOj who was mortally wounded in the 
combat. The royal f>rie; was the Intrrpit/o, with 14 pieces of 
eight, and 150 men, sailors and troops, comniuniled by ilie briga- 
dier Don Rafad Jglesias, who was wounded and then killed by 
our moo, who took the vessel by boarding. They entered the cab- 
in withdrawn swords while the surgeon was dressing his wound, 
and killed bim ; the surgeon attempted to appease them and was 
murdeied too. Such was die horrid character of this barbarous war« 
Commodore Brion, who fought bravely, received a wound 
which was, fortunately, of no dangerous consequence, and was pro- 
moted, after the action, to the rank of admiral of the republic of 
Venezuela. 
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But how did general Bolivar behave in this pretty hot and close 
action, which lasted more than four hours ? As soon as lie lieard 
that Brion had ordered the necessary preparaiioas for attack, he 
took me aside and spoke as follows : " But, ray friend, do you 
not tliink that the Spaniards will resist and fight to the last/' " To 
be sure ihey will," replied 1 laughing. " Well, bul^o you linnk 
that our schooner is strong enough to fight alone against these two 
strone vessels, (at the same time lookiog at them through a spy 
plass,) we are too distant, and too far m advance, which renders 
It impossible for the remainder of our squadron to support us in 
the action/' " That is true, (said I,) but we will take them hy 
boarding ; this is the customary way to force Spanish vessels. 
" What? by boarding, do you think of such folly ?" (ypensez vous 
mon cher Ami'^ c^est une folic!) These wore the very expressions 
of ^e^eral Bolivar to rue ! " Hut what is it best for me to do ? do 
you not diink ilialif 1 were wounded, or killed, our expedition would 
be totally lost, and Brion, tlic j)0or Brion, would have expended in 
vain, all his fortune I 1 looked up astonished ; it first occured 
to me diat he might be jesting ; but when I saw that these strange 

Siesdonswere put tome in earnest^ I understood him, called 
rion and said : general Bolivar has made me a just observattOD 
concenung you, he said that he being wotmded or lolled in the ac- 
tion, you Brion, would lose all your advances, as then the expedi- 
tion would, of course, be disbanded* Oh the d — d coward,*' 
said Brion to me in Dutch; (he was a native Dutchman,) " Well 
, s^encral, (turning to Bolivar,) you will ho safely placed with the in- 
tendant Zea, to w!iorii i have assigiieci a place in our cabin, (m 
whirh liolivar, Bnon, Zea, and myself slept,) at the entry of the 
powder mas;azine, to hand the necessary' cartridges. As Brion 
said these words in aii ungry manner. Bolivar asked him : But my 
dear Brion, do you not think that Ducoudray's observation is just, 
do you not think so ? Oh yes, yes, said Brion, and mmed round* 
I was giving the necessary orders to our officers to arm with mus- 
kets and cartridges, when Bolivar came hastily and took me hy 
the arm, saying : " Now I have found an excellent place, better 
than to be down in the cabm with old Zea," (who looked, in fact, 
much older than he was, and he was the same man who died as 
minister of Colombia in England.) He showed me the longboat 
whirh, in armed vessels, is generally fixed over tlie cabin windows. 
He jumped in, called Garcia, (his intendantj ordered his pistols, 
and sword, and told him to load two balls in each pistol, which 
Garcia did in my presence, and looking at me and laughing. This 
position which Bolivar chose for himself, was surely the safest place 
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in the vessel, then in setdng as he did in the loii^lmat, liis head 
and wliolo body wns snfclv protofii'il bv tbo ilii('knp?!<; and 
strength of tlio hcnm whirh supports the nukier ol ilie ve ssel. 
He sal down in the boat, and requested me to lake coimnand 
of the officers, which I provided with arm<? and aimmmiiiuii, and 
Hrion entrusted nie wiUi tlic coiiuikiiuI of tlic volunteers, so 
iliai 1 Jiad to survey the whole ird'aniry of about 160 armed 
men. A strange contrast between the otd and honest Mr. Bal- 
lot, a respectable French gendeman of 64 years of a^^e, taking 
a musket with his young son oi 16 years, putdng themselves 
voluntarily under my orders, in spite Brion's and my representa- 
doos that they should {ro down into the cabin, and assist Mr. 
Zea. But both, full of ardour and courage, refused positively, 
and said that this was a fiost of honor, and that they would not 
have any other as-^itrncd to thcrn. In comparing the hcliavioiir 
of Ballot, faiJicr ami ■-on, who txiioscd, voluntarilv, their li\es, 
for the wellurcof a country in which Uicy were iioi horn, and lo 
which thcv (lid not coniP in order lo light, with that of a military 
chieftain, alrcaily famou:>, by iiis rank, and now placed at llic 
bead of an expedition, withdrawing himself in such a curious 
manner, when he should have taken the command of us all ; 
we clearlv see this characteristic trait of Bolivar, and an illus- 
tration oi what I must repeat in the course of these roemoirs 
of him. Both the Ballot's fought with great courage and cool- 
ness* 

We suffered much durinE^ the very warm action, from the 
musket fire of abont a bundriMl men of the Spanish rejciment 
La Corona, who tired from the rigginc: into our vessel, and 
wounded and killed about fifty of our oilicers and men. We 
stood more than an hour at half pistol shot distance from the 
brig, before we could h\ the grapples for boarding. When the 
crew saw about a dozen of us on their deck, die battle began 
to be renewed with more foiy ; but when our number increas- 
ed, and their brave commander felt himself to be mortcUly 
wounded, tliey lost aU hopes \ and about thirty of them strip 
pcd off their clothes and jumped overboard, in hopes to save 
their lives by swimming to the Three Rocks which lay a gun 
shot distance from us. 

At this moment, general Bolivar, having all this time been 
sitting very safe behind his beam in the lonur boat, perceived 
these naked unfortunate men swinimini:: nt a vcrv ^hort distance 
from him ; he took bis pistol and killed one of them, look tlia 
second, fired at, but missed another ! 
19 
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One dny 1 saw him walking;, wiili a quick step, to and fro 
on duck, absorbed in tliuughl, and iiiclancliolv. I raiiu; up 
and observed tliat he continued so a good wliile, wiiliout see- 
ing or heiring any thing that passed around us. It uras some 
days previous to our naval engagement. I at last accosted him 
and said with mj usual frankness and familiarity to him : what 
b the matter widi you, my dear general, are you unwell, or 
has something happened Oh no," replied he, " but we 
are approaching die island of Margarita, where Arismendy com- 
mnnds, and I fear this mnn and liis character ; he is obstinate 
and cruel." At that time I was totally nnarqnainted with what 
liad lia})pened between tliese two chieftains in August, 1814, 
and therefore I made .s{)me inquiries about Arismendy, his man- 
ner uf acting, and cliaracter. " Oh mon cJicr ami, Arismendy 
is a verj^ dangerous, ambitious man, who governs the ic>land of 
Margarita with great despotism ; be is an absolute brute, with- 
out any education or knowledge, and of low extraction." (I 
must mention here, that Bolivar thinks much of hulh and good 
families, and treated all those wliic h were not of high burth, with 
the conunon phrase of,-^*' he is of low extradion.^^) 

I was, therefore, much prejudiced against general Arismen- 
dy ; but when I found in him a plain man, and one much bet- 
ter instructed in militar}'' matters tlinn Bolivar himself. T was 
quite surprised. 1 had afterwards long conversations with hiin, 
which pleased mc ; and when some days later, treneral Bohvar 
made the inspecuun of whai Arismendy had done against the 
Spaniards, 1 was liighly pleased, and observed that when Boli- 
var asked me, in an ironical style, what 1 diought of this or that 
fortification, or battery, or redoubt, and I approved of them, 
and expressed the reasons of the construction of these works, 
our commander-in-chief was not at all satisfied with my obser- 
vations. Arismendy, who did not understand French, but ask- 
ed me afterw ards to explain to him in Spanish my observations, 
was satisfied, and took me more and more into his favor. 

But as general Bolivar had deserted Venezuela in AnpTsT, 
1814, and New Grenada, in Mav, IHl.'), it was nece<:sarv that 
his authority should be re-established in his native land, by a 
formal and solemn acknowlediimeut of wliat the irenerul assem- 
bly in Aux Cayes had stipulated in liis favor. xVrismendy was 
easily gained over by various secret conversadons which Boli- 
var had with hun on the matter, m which the former received 
the formal promise, that Bolivar would establish a National 
Congress at Venezuela, as soon as he should be master of the 
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coiiiury. This Ibriual promise was given to him, as he had 
given it to us before his departure from Aux Cayes, and 80 
Arismeody hesitated not a moment to caU a general assembly, 
or Junta in the cathedral of La Villa del Norte, to which all the 
<^kers of oar squadron were invited by an order emanating 
fimn Arismendy and Bolivar. The principal inhabitants of 
the island were assembled, and the clergy, m their sacerdotal 
dmsesy were kneeling before the altar, reciting prayers in a 
low voice, for the welfare of the rcpuhlic. When all were as- 
sembled in church, the mass bcjiaii, and afterwards the numer- 
ous clergy rcmaiiied kneelinir; ht;fore the altar in silence and in 
prayers. Tliese religious cereujonicii, mixed witii politics, were 
geneiaily used by the Spanish leaders ; and their Juntds and 
great asscmhhes were always held in clmrches. The patriots 
have continued this custom. 

When the mass was over, general Arismendy delivered a 
long speech, in which he recommended our union, and the ne- 
eeasi^ of having one single chieftain, and related what had hap- 
pened in Aux Gayes, and the election made of general Bolivar* 
whom he now recommended to his army to recognise and obey, 
as he, Arismendy, did. He then approached i^cneral Bohvar, 
and delivered him the wand of commancli r-in-rhiel, (a small 
reed with a golden liead,) and proclaimed hnn solemnly, com- 
mander-in-cliief of the republic of V enezuela and New Grena- 
da, which were to be re-established. Bolivar dieu delivered a 
speech, in which he declared his acceptance of the wand of 
commander, which Arismendy had given him up. He conclu- 
ded hy pcomoting a great many of the natives to be officers in the 
land troops, but not a single foreigner belonging to this army 
was promoted, notwithstanding diat a good many had distin- 
guished themselves, particularly in the action of the second of 

, By particular and urgent request of the newly promoted and 
woimded admiral Brion, some few promotions were made among 
the forciprners belonging to the navy. I was hiirhly displeased 
not to be promoted, when 1 could say with rriiih, that 1 bad dis- 
tinguished myself in the combat of the second ol iMay, had taken 
Bolivar's place and the < uunaand of our oliiccrs, while Bolivar 
sat very safely in his long boat, and out of aU danger* Many 
of niy fiiends, among them Brion and Zea, were astonished to 
see me not at the head of these promotions, having seen me at 
the head of the officers and volunteers, and mounting, one of 
the first, to enter the enemy's vessel. Chypia, Martinez and 
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Ailzoaligui, who were in ihe uciioii under my orderd, otic of 
whom withdrew himself for fear of the balls, were promoted. 
Charles Soublette, being a mile distant ftom the battle, on board 
the Constimiioii with Miss Pepa, was, notwithstanding, promol- 
ed to the rank adji]taiit-i:< neru-ooloiiel in tlie staff. But these 
lour were nativies, and the most senile flatterers of genenl 
Boiiyar. 

Aft I T these promolions, a solemn ie deum wns snnz in hon- 
or of the battle of the srrond of Maj^ and on the present occa- 
sion under nrnllery salutt"-, ivr. 

Tliis licliaviour of L'cncral Arisrnendy was very honorable to 
Ijtiiij as it was easy lu lake general Bolivar's place, at a time, 
where he alone was four times as strong as Bolivar, and when, 
as is generall)r known, he had much more energy and patriot- 
ism, much more knowledge and personal bravery, than ever 
Bolivar had possessed. Arismendy was well informed that 
Bolivar had treated him in liis manifesto, published in Cartha- 
gena, in September 1814,^ as an intriguer and an ambitious 
man, who contrived to take his place ; lie knew perfectly well 
the chnrnrtrr of l^olivnr, his ambition, jealoiisv, and his des- 
potism as dictator, having been a long time governor of the city 
of Caracas. Mm Holivar, since his first inter\ lt w witli Aris- 
mendy on board liic Coainiodoie, had eapiivatod the simple 
and plain mmd of the governor of Margarita, who i>aw his an- 
cient master surrounded with vessels and power, and heard lus 
brilliam and formal promises to assemble a congress as soon u 
matters were a little setded on the Main, and yielded to his 
promises, as Brton, and many others of us had done beibie. 

1 was, i must confess, highly displeased with all these events, 
and sleeping in the same room witli general Bolivar from tlie 
hci!:inninz of our arrivnl at La Villa del Norte, in the house of 
a iMr. (ialin:lo, I rr[iro;irhed liiui with cood reason lor not 
having kept his promi^t >. so solemnK- i:i\ rn to me in Anx 
Cayes, to give me my rank of ireneral, us soon as we should 
ariivc in a counUy of liis own, which was free and independent. 
He jumped out of his hammock, and coming near my field 
bed said, taking my hand, that it was not his fault, but that he 
dared not promote any of us strangers, for fear Arismendy and 
other chieftains might be jealous of our promotion, that his au- 
thority was not yet sufficiently established to dare to take such 
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a step ; that, nevertheless, he would do so, as soon as we should 
arrive on tlie Main ; and that then, no consideration should pre- 
vent him from rendering; me justice, &,c. &,c. 

I reproached him with Soublette's promotion, known by every 
one as a coward and a vile man, and very mucii disliked by 
his ouii countrymen, declaring that after what had passed in 
Aux Cayes with him, I could never admit him to be employed 
in my offices of the staff, which were, as usual, established in 
a room opposite to our bed chamber on tlie same floor ; and 
added diat Soublette, in the action of the 2d JMay, was a mile 
from the battle, on board the Constitution, and liad not smelt 
the powder of our own guns, and still less that of the enemy's. 
He gave me a singular reply, in the mouth of a commander- 
in-chief: " I could not pass Soublette in the general promotion 
published this afternoon in the church, he belongs to one of the 
best families in Caracas, and as 1 promoted Chypia and Mar- 
tinez to the rank of adjutant-generals-colonels in the stalF, who 
were younger lieutenant-colonels then Soublette, I was obliged, 
of course, to promote Soublette." 

I saw clearly by this conversation, the weakness of such a 
commander, appeared satisfied, and having once embarked wiUi 
hiin, I took patience and remained. 

On the day of his being received as commander-in-chief of 
the armies of Venezuela and Caracas, in the island of Mar- 
garita, he published a proclamation, in which he said, he had 
not arrived to conquer, but to protect the counlr)', and Uiat he 
invited die inhabitants of Venezuela to unite and join him, if 
they would be considered by their Liberators as pure and good 
patriots. I have not arrived," continues he, " to dictate laws 
to you, but I advise you to hear my voice, I recommend to you 
union in tlie government, and absolute liberty for all classes, in 
order that you may not commit any more absurdities and crimes ! 
But you cannot be freemen and slaves at the same time, if you 
form no more than one single mass of the whole population ; if 
you choose a central government — (Simon l^olivar !) if you 
join us, you may rely upon a sure victory." This proclama- 
tion is signed by Bolivar, and dated, " Villa del Norte, Island 
of Margarita, May 3d, ISIG." 

Here is a new instance of the pompous style of Bolivar's 
proclamations, who repeated his illusory promises as he did in 
1813, and as he has not ceased to do from diat time to die 
present day. *' JAberators^ liberating army, central govern- 
ment, advices" he. ^c. resounded from one end to die other, 
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in aUhis pioclamations. We shall soon see whether the io- 
habitants of Venezuela could rely upon 8 sure victoiy, and 

whetlier he acted as he promised. 

When the Spaniards wore apprised of our arrival in the 

Villa del \orte,Thcy evarnnTcd, on the same night, the capital, 
Villa del Assuiiijition, and the lamous Spanish coward, Mr. 
Miguel de La Torre, retired precipitately into the forts of Pom- 
patar. 

Al our laniling at the port of Juan Gricgo, Arisnieiidy, Bo- 
livar and I were talking, when I heard suddenly the discbarge 
of musketiy. I ttimed roiud to see what caused this firing* 
Bolivar told me smiling, it is nothing, my dear friend, (speak- 
ing with me always in French,) general Arismendy has order- 
ed some Spanish prisoners, landed from our squadron, to he 
shot/' These unfortunate men were, in landing, tied together, 
while others made a large hole, before which they kneeled 
down and v.-ere shot in the bark, so that tliey fell into their 
grave, which was immediately filled with earth. It happened 
that many of them, not receiving deadly wounds, were buried 
alive in this manner. 

When admiral LJrion, detained in bed by his womiil, heard 
of this, he gave the formal order to suffer no more of tlie Span- 
bh prisoners to be landed, and saved the lives of about fifty 
Spaniards, who were humanely treated and put to useful em- 
ployments. So should general Bolivar have acted, instead of 
Brion. It would have cost the former no more than a repre- 
sentation to Arismendy to save them ; he only smiled at the 
horrors which I expressed for a barbarous act committed b 

cold blood. 

The next day after his installation as rommandcr-in-chief, 
Bolivar, in his proclamations, and in his oflicial transactions, 
took tiie toiiou ing titles : " Simon l^livar, general-in-chief, 
captain-general of the lUx rnt ins^ armies of Venezuela and New 
Grenada, supreme chief of the republic of Venezuela, connnao- 
der-in-chier of the land and naval forces,*^ lie. &c. lie. widi- 
out having conferred upon him the right to name himself su- 
preme chief, which made a very bad impression on all the for- 
eigners who came with us from Aux Cayes. As I had pro- 
mised to Brion to remain, I made my best exertions to quell 
and appease these ofiicers, and succeeded. We were ahsf)lute- 
ly destitute of every thing ; the small and rocky island of Mar- 
garita was unable to furnish ns the necessary provisions ; the 
vessels were in want of rations for the crew, so that each ofi- 
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ccr and private, had a scanty ration, consisting; of a little cake 
of indian meal, not weigliine; two ounces, called arrpa^ and two 
small salted fishes, and nothing; else ! We, general and staff 
officers, dined with general Arismendy, but our table was sur- 
rounded by at least 60 hungry ofllcers not belonging to the 
staff, who took from our table what they could reach, so dmt 
many of the company rose without being able to satisfy their 
own hunger. There was no money, no clotlics, nor any diing 
but great confusion and misery ! 

The 25th May the squadron departed from Margarita, Brion 
having recovered from his wound, and arrived the 31 si before 
the large borough of Carupano, the port of which was protect- 
ed by a fort, called Sta. Rosa, upon which tlie Spanish colois 
were displayed. I have related in Chapter first, how it was 
taken. The patriots found a fine merchant brig and schooner, 
belonging to tlie Spaniards, with a rich cargo in each. The 
greatest part of the inhabitants having fled, left their stores fill- 
ed with provisions and dry goods, which were plundered and 
disappeared in 24 hours. The confusion and disorder were very 
great, and no precaution was taken to distribute any of the pro- 
visions in a regular way, but each one took what he j)leased, 
and destroyed or left the remainder. I offered to make maga- 
zines, and station guards and sentries, in order to save them, 
and to distribute regular rations ; but l^olivar told me. laugh- 
ing, " that tliese guards would give the first example of taking 
what they chose, and that all would be useless." I was high- 
ly disgusted, and had already, in Margarita, asked my absolute 
discharge from such a service, but remained against my will. 
Bolivar declaring to me in a friendly but positive manner, that 
it was impossible for him to grant me my request. After some 
day's stay at Carupano, I did the same, but was again refused. 

The consequences of this disorder were, that after some 
days we had no provisions, and that some maladies reigned in 
the barracks, where the ordinary filihiness of this people, join- 
ed to the want of sufiicient and wholesome food, introduced a 
great many diseases of which a great number died. It woidd 
have been an easy task for Holivar to have delivered his coun- 
try, in a short time, if he would have followed my advice ; at 
that time the Spaniards, struck with panic terror at our sudden 
arrival, retired in great haste towards Valencia and evacuated 
the whole of the extensive territory from Carupano to Cariaco 
and Guiria, so Uiat the communication with Maturin by land, 
and llirough the gulf of Trieste, was entirely left free. I will 
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relate here somr pnrtlc nlars which passed beuvecn general Bo- 
livar and ine, wiiicii will give still further iUustratioas of his 
talents and character. 

At my first interview wiili Bolivar at Aux Cayes, he pro- 
mised to trive iiK' my rank as general, which was due lo nie, 
liaving isciiL my conunission ilnuugh the regular ehannel of the 
j)rcsidenl and gcneral-in-chicf of the republic of Carlhagcna to 
tlie congress of New Grenada, as I have already stated. We 
arrived at Margarita where other officers were promoted, and 
I was passed over, as I have mentioned. We arrived at Cam- 
pano, a place laying on the Main, declared free and Independ- 
ent by our presence and that of Bolivar. After having rcniinded 
him of his promise ah c ady given, and after liaviug said tiiat I 
cared not nuich about a jiicrc of paper, (ineaning my commis- 
sion,) which gave me not a c ent of p;i\ , nor rrny solid advan- 
tages ; I added, thai it was ju>i 1 bhuiilii not be degraded hv the 
title of a colonel, when 1 had deserved my ancient rank. i>\ nty 
5iervices at Carthagena, 13oca Chica, at Aux Cayes, \u the ac- 
tion of tlie 2d JMay, and since, at Margarita, and here oa the 
Main; and, moreover, when I saw that Soublette, nhom he 
hunself knew to he a coward, ranked widi me, who was an old 
veteran, not only covered with wounds, but deserving, for having 
some claims on account of the services I had rendered, my for- 
mer rank, &LC. I spoke very warmly and strongly, and 
Bolivar, taking me by the hand, gave inc again his formal pro- 
mise, iliat after the next action, when he could promntr* others, 
I should be the fir>t named. He athlcd m) many obliging nnd 
friendly promi>o^, tliat I was again foohs>h enough to rely upon 
his word and remained. 

In njy Irequent ami long conversations uiib general Eolivar, 
I spoke to him often of tlie necessity- of instructing tlic oHieers, 
who were in general very ignorant m the elementaiy principles 
of the military art, and proposed to him to establisli schools for 
instruction in the theory and practice of forming depots and to 
drill recruits, a commission to examine the for( iLiit ofhcers w ho 
wished to enter the service; to he authorised to judge of the 
merits and the talents of tlie officers in general, of their beha- 
viour in action, in order to rerommend llieni for promotion, 
kc. I told him frankly that nothmu' wr-? more ileujradinL: lt>r 
an ollieer of honor, than to depend upon lavui . (laiicrv and pro- 
tection, or tlie caprice of one single man, by w hich talents and 
modesty were often put aside, while intriguers and flatterers, 
cowards and ignoramuses, were advanced and put at the head 
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of men, who knew a iliousand times better liou lo t ninmniul. 
" And now see," pursued I, growing warm, tliat geiieial Mar 
— ^wbat can he know, how will he command fifty men, is he 
able to do it ?* Ob; moii cher amiV interrupted general Bo- 
livar, laughing, you are perfectly correct, he cannot even 
command four men*** After various conversations upon these 
and other military matters, with general Bolivar, he named a 
kind of special council of war, being at Aux Caycs, in which 
tlie military and adinini^iralive operations were freely del>:U( d. 
It was fompo<;('d of Hrioii, Marino, ]\fcGregor and myself, Bo- 
hvar presiding. A t ()l)lIllis^i^Jn was also established, to exam- 
ine the pretensions ot tlic loreign officers, in which I presuUd, 
composed of gentral.s i*iar and McGregor. Ai the first session 
held in my house, some foreign officers made objections lo 
showing their commissions, but I stopped them, saying that we 
were assembled here by special command of general Bolivar, 
and that I would begin by obeying his orders. I immediately 
took from a drawer before me, my commission from the govem- 
mentof Carth agena, and ordered it to be passed round. So did 
Piar and McGregor, and nobody afterwards made the least 
difficulty. But a*< soon as we had arrived at tht' island of Mar- 
garita, every thing was forgptten, and Bolivar alone acted as 
he pleased. 

When at Carupano, where we stayed much loniror than I 
expected, I again ur^ed general Bolivar to estal)li3ii a school 
for tlic instruction of tlie officers in theory and practice, which 
he at last consented to. I proposed for mstructor, a lieutenant 
colonel Schmidt, who bad served under my orders at Barcelo- 
na, when I was the commander of (he head quarters of ihe 
marsfaall McDonald, duke ofTarentem, governor of the citadel, 
&C. He was an able officer and highly pleased with my pro- 
position. General Bolivar authmix d me to put on the order 
of the day, "that f^vcry officer of infantry should assemble at 
Micli a place, horn- and day fixnl in my orders, lo receive tlio 
necessary instructions from colonel Schuiidt : That those who 
should not couiply with the present order, without a well ground- 
ed reason, would expose Uiemselves to be arrested and sent 
for 24 hours to the fort of Sia. Rosa. During several days 
this school was well attended by the officers, of whom a great 
many distinguished themselves by their zeal to learn. I must 
state here once for all, that the majority of these youngofficers 
were good, docile, and willing to obey, as soon as they were 
well treated and commandedj and that I never bad to complain 
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of, or to punish any of them. It would not have been the case 
here, if some invidious, vile individuals, had not tried to make 
all my actions, my words and my orders, ridiculous and sus- 
pected, not in mv presence, but always in my 8b?rnce. One 
&,iy roloiit 1 Schmidt came to complain that die oliit < rs began 
to be very nejjlectful of their diitirs, and thnt a great ninny 
came not at all. 1 mentioned this to iri'iicral iiolivar, wlio au- 
thorised me to renew and simrpen the ikU t; but by and by 
the stiiue uesjlect was compluuicd ol hv S( limidt. I said now 
to Bolivar, that it was high lime to puiiiili, if we would not lose 
all authority, discipline, &c. He approved, and authorised me 
to act in accordance to the existing order. I entered the next 
day into the large room where the officers were drilled, accom- 

Sanied by some of my officers, and saw a small number of 
lem assembled in comparison of other days, when I came to 
assist at dieir drills. 1 asked lor the roll, oo calling over 
whi« h I ruiind that among about 100, 36 were absent, of 
whom I .') had no excuse at all. I ordered immediaT»'lv the 
adjutants to arrest and put them for 24 hours in the lort, and 
sent a written order to eoloael Landapta, who commanded at 
Sta. Rosa, to give them leave to walk ia die luri wherever they 
pleased, but lo allow none to go out until the hour of the arrest 
was expired. Enclosed were the names of these officers. I 
reported all to general Bolivar, who approved it highly, noc- 
withstandmg his own nephew, captain Manuel Pahcios, aoti of 
his sister, was among tlie arrested officers. Bolivar was very 
well satisfied and laughed, sitting in his hammock, when I told 
him lliat it was necessary to commence with his nephew's pun- 
ishment, as giving to others a proof of his impartiality and jus- 
tice. He finished, by approving highly my remarks and orders, 
and I left him well sati^lied. This was about 11 oMtn k in 
tlie niornine. The same day, at t) in the afternoon, arrived 
general Bolivar, witli six or eight officers, at my hoUi»e, and af- 
ter having saluted me as usual, he took me by the arm, in my 
upper piazza, where we were alone, and spoke the following 
words to me : You will never find out, mon cher ami^ from 
whence I came just now. I have received a doleful note from 
my ne|.lie\v Palacios, (which he handed to me for my perusal) 
who is in the fort, who urged me for his, and his companion's 
sake, to come and see Iiim ; 1 did, and come from Sta. Rosa, 
and can tell you that tli» ^^e poor devils (!cs pnuvris (liahlrs) 
have requested me, in a very iir_(ni manner, to pardon them, 
and to set them at liberty, and proinibed tiiai they uiU ucvcr 
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more fail in their duty, &ic. I told them that I had not sent 
them to the fort^ but you ! and that I would promise to go and 
make interest with you for them, and ask you to relieve tliem 
from their arrest." " What, general," said 1, extremely sur- 
prised and shocked to hear him speaking these words, " it ap- 
pears as if / was the only cause of tlieir arrest, and as if / w as 
tlie author of their punishment ! How could you say that it is 
not you who have sent them to the fort, but Have you 
then not approved highly tlie daily orders for the army, pub- 
lished by me in yovr name ? It is tlien /, w ho alone have pun- 
ished tliem, and should you not have said that their punish- 
ment was tlie natural consequence of their disobeying your or- 
ders. VV^ell, then, I see that I have nothing more to do here, 
I am of no use, when you cannot or w ill nut support tlie au- 
thority given to me, wiUiout my request or my intriguing lor 
it ; 1 can remain no longer in a service where I cannot be of 
use," &1C. 8ic. I was warm, and spoke fully determined to 
quit forever such a disgusting service. But fiolivar again en- 
treated me so urgendy to remain with him, told me diat 1 should 
be always his good friend, that I was very useful to him, &lc. 
he. so that 1 embraced him and remained. The prisoners 
were released by a written order, sent by one of my aid-de- 
camps to colonel Landaita, and Bolivar departed after a full 
hour's stay at my house, very well satisfied. I must confess, I 
was not much satisfied, and took the firm resolution to punish 
nobody, to complain of nobody, and act, for a little while, in a 
very passive way, to see if at last, there would be any alteration 
in our curiously organised, or raUier our totally unorganised 
liberating army, which counted not 800 men ! 

One day at Carupano I found Bolivar laying in his hammock 
alone, looking melancholy and dejected. His face was unusu- 
ally pale and his eyes sunken. I asked him if he was sick ; 
" Oh no, no, mon cher ami, (which w as always his favorite term) 
not at all, but Marino teases me to go wiUi Piar and twenty of- 
ficers, to Guiria to recruit some more men ; he wants me to 
give him 2000 stand of arms, ammunition and some flecheras, 
(large armed barges) to convoy him along the coast. But you 
know what we have to fear from these two generals ; I am con- 
vinced Uiey will try again to render Uiemsclvcs independent 
from me, which would renew the scenes of 1813 and 1814.* 



• Thf rrailrr will romomhor lliat Marino, at that lime, was aiotator of ihe cast and 
Bolivar «>f tlio west of Vent-zut la, and llial the first act.-tl i-ittirtly inUcprndciuly of ihc 
latter. Wo hav«; seen the drca<lful couspqiienco of thi> rivalshrp. .Sec chapter VI. 
aiMl VII. 
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I know not indeed, how to act or what to do." If I were m 
your place, I would rnfiise their rof|Mest under various preten- 
ces, of which you have so many, anci never would I consent to 
let them be nhseul from you ; then after whni has passed in 
Aux Cayes," yuu havu certainly to fear that Marino, once de- 
tached iVoni you, would try anotlicr time to shake the yoke 
firom his shoulders. Brion who came in, heard my last argu- 
ments aod confirmed not only what I bad said, but spoke in 
much stroD^r' and contemptuous expressions against Marino 
and Piar* Bolivar fully convinced and satisfied, promised to 
follow our advice. 

Admiral Brion had never esteemed Marino, and said many 
times, that he and Piar were dangerous enemies to Bolivar. 
Marino indeed, never had been, nor couM he be dangerous to 
the latter, lor want of talents and character, as 1 shall fully 
show at the trial of Piar; but united with Piar, who was a col- 
ored man, a native of the island of C-nraean, with Brion, he has 
done great mischief to BoUvar. Piai \\ an able partizan of- 
ficer, brave, active, a secret enemy of Bolivar, who, like Brion, 
hated, in general, the colored men. Piar was the soul of Mari- 
no, and both were mseparable friends, so the much more dan- 
gerous to Bolivar, as Piar, the avowed firiend of the constitu- 
tion of the first Congress in Venezuela, in 1811, by which the 
colored people enjoyed the same rights as the whites, bad often 
and loudly declared, that he wished not to see Bolivar umtiog 
in himself alone, the three powers, but to have a Coni^rcss and 
good laws. Piar, who had fought various brilliant actions aii;ainst 
the Spaniards, had a great many partisans, and was friendly 
and sociable with lliose who belonged to his family, and princi- 
pally with officers of foreign conn tries, and colored peojile, 
who all liked to serve with him in preference lo Bolivar, who was 
haughty and imperious. The insmuatbg and polite manners of 
general Marino, rendered him very popular, and be gained a 
great many partisans among the simple and uncultivated people, 
particularly m the provinces of Cumana and Barcebna. Both 



* San Japo Mariuo cbai]ged a colored captain, nauiod Subie, to find him 900 color* 
ed men, whirh should fimn the f^erm oflm hmiy gtiard, and wlio sboald be aitacbed 
enlin ly lo his srr\i<i^. Sohir. ^\lin Iiad x rvcd umicr iny orders at Hoca Chico,:uid 
■who was a In avr .md ahle ollict r, \rvy uuii li altariie>J lo me, came immediately to 
acfjuaint mo with thif slWigc rommi^ision ; when I communicated to BoKvar the se- 
cret orden of Mahnogiven to Sobie, lie was alarmed, and requMted me tit counter- 
act tlufl plan. I told l&bie lo ask kwn If anno 900 doubloons, which was the ordina« 
ly mg»gemeat for 900 men; JHarino had no money, sod so all was finished. 
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knew perfecdjT well, that Bolivar hated them, but that he dis* 
sunulated this hatred ; it was, therefore, Yery impolitic, even 
dangerous, to suffer the union of the two commanders, and their 

absence, in the position in which Boliv i was placed. . . 

Recently arrived at Carupano, Bolivar was too confident 
that the inhabitants of Venezuela would again rise in his favor, 
a? tlioy did in 1^1:1. But instead of it, tliey left their proper- 
ty arul houses, and after a fortnight's slay, ho could not count 
fifty recruits who came voluntarilv to serve under his orders. 
His behavior as dictator, his flicht, his abandonini; tlieni in the 
way he did in embarking at Cuniana, hud lost him their confi- 
dence, and many resolved and good patriots chose to keep at 
ft distance from him, or to emigrate. Bolivar, knowing all these 
circumstanees, and more, the great influence of Piar with the 
weak and ignorant Marino, should have, at least, retained Piar 
hj ^ving him some honorable occupation ; and he was well 
aware, as I told him, that Marino, without Piar, would have 
never been, by any means, dangerous. 

Brion and myself were hiirlily astonished to hear thnt ihaQ 
two chieftains had, at last, jiersuaded Hollvar to consent to their 
departure, to give them arms, anuniition, barges, olliccrs, k,c. 
They took with them the eolonel-adjiitant-freneral Chypia, the 
best engineer officer, and about iweuly olheers more. When 
1 asked Bolivar how he could have granted this permission, he 
said that Marino urged him very much, had promised him to 
send a numerous body of men, and particularly a very good 
battalion of colored people, from the island oi Guadaloupe, 
(about 400 men strong) which had, three years before, fought 
in the eastern provinces of Venezuela with great success, known 
in that country under the name of battalion of Guiriay 8cc. &ic. 
But as soon as Marino had arrived in Guiria, he prochiimed 
himself cencral-in-ehief, organised his army, his staff, named 
chief of tlR' stafT, colonel Chypia, and sent not a sin j;le man to 
general Bolivar, who was daily urging: him in vain to join him, 
or, at least, to send liim llii.s battalion of Guiria. iSoihing came. 
Bolivar, in fine, was no more joined by Marino nor by Piar. 

I have said that we had a great many officers, and a very 
small number of soldiers. Then the 300 men embarked from 
Margarita with us to Carupano, had their officers, all natives, 
from that island. 1 one day proposed to Bolivar to give em- 
ployment to these officers, and form a separate corps, which 
should be organised in companies, drilled, armed, kc. and em- 
ployed as a guard of our head-quarters. He proposed to form 
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of tliem, at first, no more tlian one battalion of infantry, and a 
squadron of cavalry* Both propoaab were highly approved of 
by general Bolivar. Three days afterwards, I was surprised to 
receive the reports of the commanders of the out posts estab- 
lished around our head quarters, that the commandant N. N* 
had passed with passports of the supreme chief, with such a 
number of officers, to go to such a place. The results of these 
different reports instructed me that five commandants or chiefs 
of a battalion, had absented themselves, with their respective 
officers, in search of recruits. I called immediately on the gf^n- 
cral with these written reports, and asked him if Uiis w;is done 
by iilij urdcr ? He replied to nic in a very cold and unusually 
dry maimer, that having well reflected on tlic nature of my pro- 
posal, he found it at present inadmissible, and had thought pro- 
per to send these officers tn search of recruits, and to have 
more forces. I objected to him that this measure mig^t per- 
haps endanger the safety of these isolated officers, knowing well 
that the Spaniards had approached us, as far as San Jose, a 
small village at two leagues distance from our head quarters. 
He said there was no danger to be feared, and the officers went 
ofT! This change of mind in irnf ral Bolivnr was caused, as I 
heard some days afterwards, by a conversation held at his even- 
ing assemblies in A]iss Pepa's liouse, where Bolivar was ordi- 
narily surrounded by his niinions and flatterers, Soublette, Pe- 
dro Leon Torres, Anzoatii^ui, Feidiuaad Galindo, and others 
of the same description, in which the;^ criticised the actions, or- 
ders, and innovations which I would mtroduce mto their army. 
Soublette, a secret enemy of mine (the reader b instructed al- 
ready for what reasons) distmguished himself more than any 
one of the rest, and was truly supported by Bolivar's mistress. 
Miss Pepa, and her mother, who could not endure me at all, 
because I had never visited diem in Margarita, nor in Campa^ 
no. Bolivar himself told me frequently, in his ordinary jestmg 
and laucihing; manner, that he many times took niv defence 
against these ladies ! They represemed to tin i;eneral thai I 
was of a dc^potical character, that diis stranger would introduce 
ridiculous intiuvations, to which they woidd never submit, that 
he, liolivar, was very good to submit any longer to such coun- 
sel, and the influence which it appeared I had gained over him, 
jbc. The others joined in chorus, and so it happened diat Bo- 
livar, at eleven o'clock in the nii^ht, gave the order to these 
commandants to depart with tlieir respective officers. They 
committed so many disorders, that they were obliged to come 
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back without any forces at all, and so,the same disorder remain- 
ed ; nothing was done. 

While vvn wore in tho island of Margarita, Bolivar observed 
to me that it a|)j)('arcd the foreign ollieers, in our service, were 
not satisfied to be widi him. 1 told liini frankly, that they had 
no reason to be so, they hud no pay, no food, no means of sub- 
sistence J bm, added I, the worst of dl is to be commanded by 
young and inexperienced officers, wlio are generals, colonels 
and lieutenant colonels, and who, by their great inexperience, 
exposed them to lose, not only the batde, but their lives, with- 
out being allowed to make any dispositions, or to give salutary 
advice, kc. &c. 

As I was by office, age, and services, the most elevated, and 
the most in general Bohvar's mtimacy, these officers came fre- 
quently to sec me, and to ask my advice on different occasions ; 
and so I was very well acrjuainted with their various claims and 
dissatisfactions. Among them were a great many oDicers, 
French, Ens^Hsh, Germans, Poles, who had served with dis- 
tinction in Europe, and some dming 20 and 25 years, and who 
knew twenty times as nuicli as these officers born in die country. 

The just observations of the officers inspired me with the 
idea, to make their services useful tit their men tooy, viz. to 
create a corps of foreign troops, commanded by foreign officers, 
under ^e name of legion of Venezuela, Shortly after our ar- 
rival at Canipano, I one day found llolivar in good spirits and 
alone. We talked a great deal on indifferent topics, and after 
a while, I introduced my plan of the creation of a foreign legion 
with the neeessarv amendments and organi7ation, adaptec! to 
our kind of war, the eouuiry, and die resources which we could 
reasonably expeet. I said to him, frankly, that our army, so 
called, was noUiing more than a eollfctiou of armed men, very 
ill organised, clothed, drilled, instiucled, and not paid at all, 
Sic. I entered, with my usual warmtli and frankness, into all 
the great advantages of having such a corps of men, already 
aci^uainted with war, able to beat all the Spaniards, who re- 
crmted two-thirds of their soldiers among the natives, and 
finished by proposing to him to make an essay with 1500 men, 
of'which 1000 should form two battalions, one of riflemen or 
chasseurs, and the other of grenadiers, 500 divided into two 
squadrons of light cavalry, and two companies of light artillery 
of 100 horse each. These 1 r>00 men eonld, after a wliile. be 
increased by mixitig nativi s among dicm, to a full third, half or 
more, by giving to each company so many more natives, but 
21 



Digitized by Google 



162 



iM£M0IR9 OF BOLIVAK 



all commanded bv experienced corainissioned and non-eom- 
m'l&sioniid fan ign oflk ei s. I am certain, added I, that were 
these troops well commanded and treaied, we should have ia 
one year, 3000 of them, as each of them csould ivrite to his un* 
foituDate countrymen, how well thepr were amoDg us, and so 
would we be able to finish the war in a very short time, but 
with tlie express condition that nobody else than you, general 
Bolivar, should have the right to interfere with them. 

General Bolivar heard my long demonstration with unfeign- 
ed pleasure, jumped from his hammock, shook hands with rae, 
and said tiiat my plan was so excellent, that wr v. oii]d rontinue 
to talk together over a good bottle ot Bourdeuux wme, a pres- 
ent from one of tlie merchant vessels arrived from St. Thomas'. 
He called Garcia, his intendant, and ordered liim to bring the 
wine into his bed chamber, and to say to bis aid-dc-camps that 
he would not be interrupted by any one* After having diinked 
my health, he sat down next to our smaD table, and Mid, smil- 
ittg : but, mon cher ami, your plan is good, but one trifle is 
wanting." What ? said I. " The money, we have not a cent, 
and are as poor as Job.'' I said to him that the battalion of 
Guiria having arrived, (which deserted Marino, and took by 
force some flecheras to come over to us) the same battalion of 
more than 400 colored men, from Gundaloupe, wliirli !vnd been 
already used to our maimer of r:irryuig on liic war in this coun- 
try for more than two years, ol u liich I have spoken before, 
we could have, by adding the oliicers of diiierent nations }'i es- 
sent, about 500 men already assembled here, that I had iiad 
different conversations with colonels Bidot and Boe, of whom 
the former had assured me, that with eight or ten dollars for 
each man engaged, and his passage paid, he would find easiljr 
between Martinique, Guadaloupe, St. Thomas*, St. Barthole- 
mews', &c., more than 500 men, and tli it the other 500 would 
be procured, by sending to tlie United States of America. In 
regard to expenses, Brion, with bis credit, could be of great 
use ; he had also a good quantity of merchandise, found in the 
two captured Spanish vessels, and in the stores left bv their 
owners ; the two merchant vessels might be sold ; all ol which 
would afford more than sufficient means to raise, by exrliaiige, 
the necessary money, wiihout counting a good cargo ol miiles, 
asses, cacoa, tobacco aud other produce of the country, which 
could be collected and shipped. There should be named hoiH 
est agents, and able men, with the necessary knowledge of the 
country to which they were to be sent, m order to cdlect re- 
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sources and recruits. Bolivar said I was perfecdy correct, 

and the more he heard me, the more he was convinced of the 
practicability of my plan. I proposed to send for admiral Brion, 
who came soon after. I had already talked much wiUi Brion 
upon the usefulness of the plan, but he had always expressed 
his fears that general Bolivar would be opposed to it, knowing 
too well his suspicious character, and his general aversion to 
foreigners. He was, therefore, much surprised to hear Bolivar 
so full of praise, in regard to this plan, and offered immediately 
a number of his vessels, and his credit, for the execution of the 
plan. We drank another bottle and separated, after having ta- 
ken each of us a part in the execution of the plan. Brion was 
charged with die vessels, and their cargoes ; Bolivar with the 
appointment of the officers, and I with the organization of each 
corps, and the general instructions to the agents and recruiting 
officers ; and so we separated, very well satisfied, at a late hour. 
But, in the warmth of my zeal for the prosperity of our enter- 
prise, I committed a great blunder in saying to general Bolivar, 
" that if I was not the chief of his staff, I would have desired to 
be the commander of diat legion. These words appeared to 
rae to have made a bad impression on the suspicious mind of 
general Bolivar, who treated me afterwards much more coolly, 
even, many times, with great dryness. 

I sat down the same night and drew up jhe outlines of 
my plan, which I presented the next morning to general Bolivar 
at the usual hour of my daily reports. As I entered his bed 
chamber familiarly, and without being announced, I found him 
lying in his hammock, as usual, occupied in reading. When 
he saw me, he hastily placed his book under his pillow, jum|)ed 
out of the hammock to shake hands with me, but a little cooler 
than usual. Surprised to see Bolivar occupied in reading, which 
he never did before, and desirous to know wiUi what book he 
occupied himself, I came nearer to die hammock and took the 
book out from under his pillow, asking him, " what he was 
leading ?" He looked a litde confused, and answered : " he 
read it to recreate his mind a little !" It was the New Heloise, 
by J. J. Rousseau. 

We spoke now of the usual military concerns during the last 
lwent)'-lour hours, and I handed him my plan of the legion. 
Bolivar, without even looking at it, folded it and put it under 
his pillow, saying : " well, well, leave it wiUi me, I will look it 
over in the course of to-day or to-morrow, as soon as my time 
will permit." These words pronounced in a cool and dry man- 
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ner, gave me a new coDviction of Bolivar's veiy limited talents^ 
and of bis not being at all the man able to command for the 
welfare of others. I immediately took leave of him without 
saying a single word more. 

What in fact can be thought of a tuprem chief, upon whose ac- 
tivity and skill depended tlie welfare of so many tliousands, pass- 
ing the greatest part of his time in his hammock reading tlie Nou- 
vplh^ Tlnloise, or talking with his flatterers, on trifliii^ topic?, or 
passing liis time in tiic iiouse of Miss Pcpa, who had no time to 
examiiu' a plan on whicli depended so [rreatly the success of 
his enterprise, while Briou ami myself were Iju^ily en^ai^fd to 
prepare every thing wliich bad been fixed llie evening belore. 

I saw the general in the evening, the next morning and after- 
noon, and heard not a word of the plan. Meanwhile came 
Brion and all the foreign officers to my house to inc^uire if there 
was any news ; and bemg myself anxious to 6nish the business, 
I deti-nnined to speak with the general, definitively. I found 
him in his hammock alone and half asleep, and after ^oinc in- 
different words, 1 asked him abruptly; apropos ^ general, have 
you examined the plan for the creation of that legion ?" He 
answered mo in a linioiis Mnmncr, and jumpini; from his hara- 
mork 'lil> e a niuthnan : I' oudre Mr. Foreign leirion ! l'"'orei!m 
legion ! How , man r/itr ami, can you tliink of it ? do you know 
the consequences of it ? no, no, no, no legion. These foreign- 
ers would then impose laws un me and coniiol me.'' Such 
was precisely the reply of general Bohvar, expressed in 
French. IVhile making this reply, he walked the room to and 
fro, evidently m a great passion. I was highly shocked and dis- 
pleased with such an unexpected scene, and approaching to- 
wards him, I took him by the arm, and exclaimed m a firm and 
animated voice, having an upright and clean eonscirnce, '*what 
means tliis Mr. general. You forget, undoubtedly, tliat you 
speak to a forcii^ner? And do you think that with my white 
hairs and at my ai:e, I would suiier any man to betray you, or 
you •iupjK)>e, perhaps, wiiat I can hardly believe, tluit I myself 
sliuuld think ul betraying you?" He interrupted me here, and 
said in a much more moderate and friendly tone, " Ah man chcr 
omt, you certaiiily arc not a stranger among us, you are one of 
our ^ood citizens, and a man of honor ; you belong to the re- 
pubhc by your services, which are and have been distinguished, 
and by your marriage with a South American lady. I have 
never thought nor meantyou, my dear fiiend. Yet,** added be, 
in a more passionate tone, there exist some other ambitious 
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foreipiers wiio are desirous ot taking njy place, ( supplanter) 
and w ho mi^ht do it." 

Tliis was alluding to general Piar, who bad separated him- 
self with Marino from ^livar, and chagrined to see that all his 
orders were disregarded by these two chiefuuns, who neither 
retained nor sent/ any recruits, he imagined that Piar might 
take his place. 

I represented to him in the strongest terms^ that there was 

not the least danger to him, in consenting to the creation of such 
a legion ; that it would, on the contrary, be highly useful to him 

and the cause, &:c. All was in vain, and Bolivar would never 
more bear of the rni iinni]; of sncli a plan. Admiral Brion tried 
also to change his mind, but could not succeed ; the whole plan 
was given up. 

One day while we were at Carupano, the enemy surpribcd 
an advanced guard of 40 men of the cavalry, of whom a num- 
ber eame wounded, at two o'clock m the morning, to our head 
quarters, giving the alarm of the approach of the enemy. Bolivar, 
immediately struck with a panic terror, dressed himself hastily, 
motmted his horse, and rode at full speed to the arsenal, which 
lay close by the port, and the fort of Santa Rosa, so that, at the 
first notice of the enemy's approach, he could have tlie chance 
to embark in a few minutes, or shut himself up in the fort. All 
his trunks and batrc^ntre were immediately rnrried from his bonse 
to the arsenal, where I saw them all collected. During this 
time I took the few disposable cavalry and some olFicers, and 
directed my course towards the place where this guartl liad 
been sin prised, to reconnoitre the enemy, and ascertain the na- 
ture of the danger. I ordered the troops in the head quarters 
to take arms and be ready to march at the first signal to repel 
the enemy m case of an attack. I saw^o one at all, and all 
my reoonnoitering parties having joined me, I returned with the 
usual precautions to the head quarters. In approaching the 
house of general Bolivar, in order to make him my report, I 
was surprised to find it empty, and dark. 1 heard from a dra- 
goon, detached by general Bolivar in search of me, that the 
commander-in-chief was at the arsenal, with all bis retinue, bis 
household, trunks, &ic. I found bim lying in bis hammock, 
surrounded by his flatterers, who lav lialf asleep, half awake, on 
trunks, tables, benches and l>i).ucl.>. As soon as 1 saw among 
tiiem Cbarics Soubluttc streicbod out on a bench, I could not 
refrain from giving him, hi presence of Bolivar and more than 
twenty officers, a very harsh reprimand, because he, being nom- 
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mated by die geneial-in-chief commandant of the head quar- 
ters, was not at his post at tlie licaci of the troops, as he should 
hav e been, and not lying on a bench, when the enemy was at- 
tempting to surprise us. Soublette, as usual, said not a sbgle 
wonl. 

I now assured general Bolivar that there was nothing more 
to be feared, as I had doubled the guards at the out posts, and 
ordered all die troops to be ready at the first signal given* I 
escorted general Bolivar with my dragoons, to bis old quarters, 

where trunks, ba(r2;nii:e and papers were again ordered, and re- 
tired to my own house feelinir more and more liie strange and 
cowardly behavior of the supreme chief, in every case of danger. 

This was an aulhenUc proof of Bolivar's incapacitv to save 
us in case of danscer, or to put himself at the head of a body of ' 
troops lo attack tlie enemy in person, ni ilie last critical nio- 
meot, which be never did, nor ever will do, as all those who 
have been in any action with him, in Venezuela, in New Gre- 
nada, in Peru, wiO readily attest : I would be understood to 
speak of tliose persons who are no longer in the service of Co- 
lombia, and who arc not dependent upon him by their connex* 
ions with that, so called, republic, and who have nothing to hope 
or to fear from the President Liberator of Colombia. True 
enough, t}\p hiillotins and proclamations, drawn up all by him- 
self, or undc i hi^ iinmrdiate mspection, display him as a hero, 
at the head ol troops j but none of dieso Ijnlletins arc cor- 
rect, nor can ihey inspire in those who know the character of 
Bolivar, and the composition of his, so called, liberating army, 
any confidence. 

I have already given the authentic facts, in respect to three 
or four of his bulletins and proclamations, and shown bow de* 
ceptive they are to distant people. On examining them close- 
ly, the clouds which surrotmded them, and must naturally 
exalt the imagination of persons not well acquabted with all 
the circumstances, will at last disappear, and show, in his true 
light, the President T^iherator, his actions and his military skill. 

General Bolivar is th(^ ^nnie man at the present cIhv, that he 
was in ISIG, with the ditiLrrnce, diat ho is much more vain, 
ambitious and hold. But ilien he has tiie bayonets in his favor, 
which accounts for many thins^s. 

1 was now perfectly convinced that niy longer remaining with 
such a commander, would be of no avail. I saw clearly that 
all plans and advice tendmg to establish order, mstruction, drills 
and organisation, in a word, any thing like an army, was pow- 
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erfully counteracted by most of tiiose who surrounded tiie gen- 
eral, and who were too much interested to leave every tkmg in 
statu quo, as beins; much more convenient to their wishes. Aly 
intimacy with Bolivar, wiih wiiom I was ahvays frank, as a man 
of character and a free man should he, excited the greatest 
jealousy in all, or the greatest part of these natives. I was not 
only a foreigner, but I reprimanded, corrected and ptmished 
those who did wrong, and Bolivar himself^ threw all the blame 

rme, as I have already shown. Sarcasm and ridicule have 
JS had a grent influence upon Hohvar, a.s in general they 
have upon half cultivated and limited minds; and Soublette, 
powerfully supported by Miss Pepa, w^as mucli more athisevise 
\n these evening assemblies, called tcrtulias, ilian he is on a 
fjpM of battle, where he has hoen seen pale, tremlding and 
mule ! To these two were iouicd Miss Pepa, her mother and 
sister, who detested me cordially, for some words spoken pub- 
licly by me, against this family, and who always called me the 
maldiio Frances, Pedro Leon Torres, whom I punished once, 
when I was lieutenant colonel and commander of the fort of 
San Jose, in Boca Chica, where I was chief; major Fernando 
Galtndo, whom I treated once in Aux Cayes, as he deserved ; 
fieatenant colonel Anzoadgui, whom I reprimanrled one day at 
Carupano, and who commanded the body guard of the supreme 
chief, and some others, now made a combination, and tried by 
degrees to create suspicions against me» in the too jealous and 
weak mind of general liolivar. 

It appeared to me, that frotu ilie day 1 had mentioned the 
wish to command the foreign legion, general l^olivar was no 
more the same man ; his manners were changed ; he did not 
speak to me with the same confidence, wiih tlie same frankness, 
if he is at aU capable of frankness, of which I have great doubts» 
as I said before. All these reasons, and moreover my impaired 
healtb, injured by privations and great exertions of mind, de- 
termined me at last to leave a service, in which (1 declare 
it here frankly) no man, who has feelings of self respect and 
perBonal independence, can consent to remain. I chose, there- 
lore, to write him an official letter, in which 1 formally request- 
ed him to grant me my final discharge from the armv. nnd rliat 
1 miihr jnin mv frimily (wife and children) which I li i l 1' It at 
An\ Cdvc- lo 1 1 sLore my impaued health. T nrrlf^K <l one of 
luy aid-de-cauips to deliver it into generalBoiu uwa hands, 
and when he came back vvidi die assurance that he bad obey- 
ed thi^ my last order, I felt at my ease and cheerful. 
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Four days passed before I received any answer, during wliich, 
the general sont me various persons, ns the adjutant Brion, the 
intendant Zi-a, his aid-dc-ciimp Cliaiiiherkiin, who was ahvavs 
eready atlaclictl to ine, 8cc., to make me slrons; representa- 
tions, and to pt isuade me to remain, and to revoke ray first 
letter. Acijuiaiit cnneral, Jose Martinez, my ollleers of the 
stali', and my aid-dc~camps, and a great many foreigners, tried 
in vain to persuade me ; 1 remained firm, and answered that 
my health too much required a change of air, and rest. When 
Bolivar saw that nothing could retain roe, he sent, at last, my 
absolute discharge, in very honorable and flattering terms. 
He had written it with his own hand, and said, among other 
tilings, that he granted me my request widi great regret, (con" 
dolor,) and saw me departins; with reluctance, but that my 
health having; declined, he could not urge, me any longer to 
stay, Uc. ^r. 

Charles Soublette was named to be my suree^sor, and as 
he dared not to aventre himself upon me, he had ilie baseness 
to do it upon my too adjutants, Manuel !'lores and Joseph 
Martinez. These two young promising officers refused posi- 
tively to serve any more m the staff under SouUette's orders, 
and bad requested the general-in-chief to be placed in their re- 
spective * ranks, m one of the battalions of in&ntry. Tins 
request was represented by Soublette to general Bolivar in 
a false and malicious way, and so he consented that these 
officers should be arrested, and put, for a couple of days, in 
tlie fort of Santa Rosa ; Soublette knowing very well that I was 
attaehed to them. As soon as 1 heard what had liappened, and 
beinc; now no more in ilie army, 1 wrote to general JwHvar a 
very slronir letter ac;ainsl iIjc misrepresentations of Soublette, 
and uriied liiin to put these younc; officers atlihertv, with which 
l^tucral Jiolivar complied, and he himself returned mu a very 
obliging answer. 

I inquired in vain for an opportunity for St. Thomas' or Aax 
Cayes, and was obliged to remain m Canipano. Two days 
after, Bolivar seeing that has poution was very critical, as I had 
told him beforehand, gave orders to evacuate Carupano and to 
embark the same nig^t. I carae in the evening to pay a visit 
to admiral Brion; general Bolivar entered some time after me. 
I stood up from my scat and came to shake hands with liiin as 
usual. But Bolivar withdrew his liand like ti mndtinn. and 
said in a furious tone to me, "that he would not i;ive his nand 
to a man who deserved to be shot instantly 1 never saw in 
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my life, amons; the houses of rnadtnen, in Charentoii and Bed- 
lam, a figure like our supreme rhief, at this momeiit 1 and was 
doubting 11 it was general liolivar or sonie of lliese madinea, 
deserters from Bedlam, who were before me. As I have 
never feared any man^ and as mj conscience was very clear 
and quiet, I looked at him some moments, and asked m a 6rm 
and strong; tone, for an explanation of these strange and unin- 
telligible; wordH, aiul (IcclariMl lo liiui jjositively, that he should 
explain himself, and that 1 1'l :n iidtliing. He said not a sin- 
z\o word mow- to me, abrupUy left tJu- room, jumped upon his 
Ijorse, and rode away. Jbioii. In n-jilv lo niv inquiries, said 
to iiie, I need net eare about what In' said, as 1 was no loiifjer 
in ills -^eivice, and added thai Holivar bad i»een lln' \vliole day 
in a very bail li;in[)er, luuin'z Ixmmi viay niueb dis ipjiointed, by 
liie desertion oi Maiino ami Piar, ubo bad lidt bi:n in a very 
disagreeable pUiiuuu, and uiauL- ii necessary fur ijiiu now lo 
evacuate this place, where the Spaniards dureatened to attack 
him. And then, added Brion, he is very an^t) with you for 
having insisted on leaving him, &£c. 

T sought Bolivar ev ery whore, but could not 6nd him, and 
Brion said to me, that it would be more prudent to avoid his 
presenee, at a moment when his passion excited, and so 
lie broutrbt uie, who was of cour'^e i iirnLri'd ai >t)( b treat! lii iit, 
on board orone of liis own vessels, thr Diana, wbere tii*^ eap- 
liiia and oHieei .-^ treated tm" wilb lb" iiri:ati.-t kln(lM('s<. Havini; 
not been able to see Lii ncra! Ilolnar, 1 \vi'ote a strong ninl la- 
conic I(;lter to iilui, ni wbieb, I asked ww explaniuioii ol tbis 
Strange beba\iour lo nie, and liiat nol wldi-landin^ i was no 
more under lii^ cuiuu* ;nd, 1 would submit to be tried before a 
court martial, and hear what were the charges against me, and 
who was my vile accuser ! That I would remain on board of 
the Diana, one of the vessels belonging to the expedidoo, and 
Dot e;o to St. Thomas, until the sharpest inquiry, from tlu- be- 
ginoing to the end of my (li?;inguished service, should be 
made, and that 1 never could have expected to deserve such 
an indecoroii.s and ridiridons trcaliiient. I gave tbis letter, di- 
rected to licneral l^olivai-, snprenie cbief, to ]Mr. Ballot the 
next mornins;, to didiver li inio the biinds of the fonner, telling; 
him that 1 waited for an answer. Mr. Ballot gave him the let- 
ter, but be aiihiwered me not a single word. 

Some months afterwards, I found myself at Port an Prince, 
where general Bolivar arrived as a fugitive, in September 1816, 
as I wiU relate in the next chapter. As soon as 1 heard of his 
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anivaJ, 1 ^aid lo iny lajidloid, Mr. VVastenficld, a German and 
a rich and establisliod nitrcliaul, and to Mr. Soutlierland, the 
English agent, that I wa« verj glad of general Bolivar's arrival 
in a country virhere he did not command, and where I could 
address him on equal terms. I related what bad happened at 
Carupano, to iJu sc two gentlenien, and they approved my rcscjo- 
tion; but after a while, Mr. Southerland, who feared the ooD- 
sequences of such a meeuns, took me aside and observed to 
me, that qrnrral Bolivar, bcinjic lodired ai lil- liouse, he nrsed 
me, in very ohlit^ing terms, to desi.st from challenging; genera! 
Bolivar; addini; that the Intter wr^s very much dejecti d and 
mclancholv, nnd that ii \\');iM iu>i be iienerou- nii my jtart, lo 
pursue a luau, who was ah».a*ly ut^fortunaie eiiuuijh, m such 
circumstances, &:c. 1 yielded, at last, to his representations, 
but refused peremptorily to avoid Bolivar, as both gentfemen 
urged me to do; and insisted on having an e\[>lanation, before 
one of them, with general Bolivar, whom I feared not, and had 
never (cared. It was then settled that Mr. Soutlieraland should 
first see eceneral Bolivar, and make him acquainted with my in- 
tended visit, and see what he said to it. But if he shotild re- 
fuse, 1 promised to both, that 1 would join i^eneral liolivnr. 
w herevrr I could meet him, rxrppt in tin- houses of these IWO 
geuil' ini'ii. \^ a^tenfield, Jiiid SdiiilicTl.iiid. 

'Viir i)v\i nun iiiiuj-, Ali. Smitlu i lam I ii'ld me that general 
liuiivar would be i«ry hnjq/ij lo ice iiic, (his very expression.) 
I must confess that 1 was j;reatly astonished to hear such an 
unexpected answer from general Bolivar, and told them, laugh- 
ing, that h^ would not have sent me such a polite message at 
the head of his troops and so I related to them his cowardice ; 
in tin- naval action of the 2d of May, of tlie same year. Mr« 
Southerland told me then, tliat when general Bolivar heard 
from him of my being here, he changed color and was much 
surprised to hear this news, and told him hastily he would not 
see me by any^mean^; but altt r Mr. Somherland had as- 
sured iiim, that in spin' ot niy being niiu li irritated ngninst him, 
1 had at last yielded lo his (Southerland"- ) rrpreM iilations, to 
cause no scene in his house, and to consitk i die gciierars siiua- 
lioti, ^e. but tlmt 1 had insisted, peremptorily, on having an 
explanation with him, in regard to the scene that took phice at 
Carunano, hut widiout intending to insult or to provoke hbn, 
&c., Bolivar, who was now fully re-assured, said to Mr. South- 
erland, that he would receive me with great pleasure. 1 went 
immediately and found him walking with his aid-de-c«mp. 
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Dr. Perez, (at lliat lime lieutenant colonel, and now general, 
and his secretary general iu Peru,) in tlie large piazza in Mr. 
Soutberland's bouse. As soon as I canie up the steps, he left 
Per€Z and came hastily towards me, embraced me vnth all the 
demonstradons of an unfeigaed satisfactioD, and the usual ex- 
claroatioD, 'MA, oof» wnla^ mon eher amt, (ah, there you are 
my dear friend,) I am extremely happy to src you." He took 
my arin,and I sat with himon the sofa. Mr. Perez, after havin:^ 
saluted me, retired. 1 w\\<, I must confess, more confused 
than ixetieral Bolivar, ai sitcli a si[i'j;iil;ir ri'eeption, aiul could 
hardly kuow it" it was the same iu;ti», Holivur in ( "aru|):in[), and 
Bolivar iu Port au Priiiei\ or in June juid Si'piemli( r ISili ! 
My confusion was tlh^ result of ;i jiuinlul ronvietioii ol thr du- 
plicity of a man of sueli lii::;h ^laudinL:;. wlio rorLa)t liiiu<i lf 
twice; in Caru|iano, hy iiisullin-j; me ulieu hr was tn pou'iVy 
and without giving me any reasons, and in Port au Prince, in 
leoeiviDg me with this apparent satisfaction, when he was vn» 
fortunate and isolatedy and well aware that I' was a man who 
would have called him to account wherever I could 6nd him. 

I insisted on scvmul: you," >ai(l [ lo him very eamesily, "to have 
a definitive explanation w iih you for your strange behaviour to 
me at Carupano. What iiidnctMl you to a.-k in such an in- 
decorous maimer is:e. He saw clearly, tiiat in s[teakinLi:, I 
2;rew a little warm, l^olivar, who sat near tome, took m\ hand 
aijjain and said, diat l5riou had reported to him. that I had 
the intention to displace him, l]oIi\ ar, and to ii;ive the command 
to admiral Hrion I I jumj)ed up and s;iid, in a eontiMiiptuous 
manner, that I could m vej- believe that Hrion, who had always 
been very friendly towards me, should have reported such a 
ri^culous calumny ; that my friendship and the frank and plain 
maimer with which I had constantly treated Am, (Bolivar,) mv 
letter written from Boca Chica, my sending for him at tlie risk 
of rov life, mv Interfering: in Aii\ ('ave.> when MoDtiila ehal- 
ICDged him, and juy zeal for his welfare, should have con\ iuced 
him of the ridiculou<u(^ss of a:i acrusntion, which eoidd liavo 
never come from Hrion, hut jx i liaj)s //vy/// soiin hnthj rf.sr ! Hut 
f-upposing it should li.ivc eoitie tVom Hrion, (M)uI(1 you not con- 
front me priviUelv with liie aduili;il, who was present, and in 
whose house we were to^v'tln'r ; and I hi^lii've that would have 
been the shortest wav. And how could 1 liave acted so iool- 
Lslily as to take my ubsohile di^cliarj^e lirit, to lose vulunlarlly 
my authority, if I had sucli a plan ; and then act as a madman, 
U) efl^t such a conspiracy against you at a time of my to* 



173 



Ut:MUlIiS OF B0L1VA&. 



tal isolatiui), and being sick ! I spuke much more, and with 
warmth ; so that he at last, fully coDTinced of the absurdity of 
such an accusation avowed to me, that it came not from Brion, 
but from somebody else ! But be would never mention his 
name. It is very true,*' said he afterwards, that you have 
always given me proofs of being a sincere friend; that yon 
spoke to me with frankness i that you acted in your service 
like an ancient soldier, and a man nf honor ; it is tnle, it is 
true, I -hmild have considered nil thi.s IxTore ; but, mon eher 
ami, (our wholt^ cnnversatioii passed in French, as usual,) you 
must think no more of it, you know we nre not jierffci," and 
in saying these words he iravc me liis hand in si:rn nf recon- 
ciliation. This explanaiiuu docs honor lo i;eucral liolivar, (if, 
as I suppose, it came from his heart,) and was satisfactory to 
me^ as I declared to him. He asked me now a great many 
questtons concerning my private concerns, useless to repeat 
here, and so wo departed good friends, I for Aux Cayes, and 
he, some months later, to the Main. 

I have entered in these minute details of the principal facts 
that happened to me, in order to show the true character of a 
man, who has acquired such a colossnl reputation, little corres- 
ponding; t<) whnT he i-, in rrz:nrd to heroism, bravery, mihtary 
skill, liriiincv^ of character, and lalcnts. I will close this chap- 
ter with anotlif f trait, which will show how he ahvavs lakes 
care tu preserve his own ha2:iiae<', and all tliat i)c]on2;s to him. 
I have already proved how lie fears being wounded or killed, 
or takes care to have his sacred person perfectly secured. 

When at Margarita, where we slept in the same room, in 
which he had established his office, and mine was opposite to 
his, on the same floor, he came one day into my office, to tell 
me to give the order to all the officers belongmg to our army, 
from the general down to the second lieutenant, to take with 
them no more than a few changes of dress, and to leave behind 
their trunks and lucsrage. I, myself, take no more than six 
changes of clothes, 6ic, In ronfonnitv to tins order, every one 
of us left our trunks in a kind of block iiousc, in die Villa del 
Norte. I had three, lid! of vnhiable articles, and as the ^lass 
of my g:old repeater was broken. Bolivar told mo to leave it 
in one of my uunks, where 1 could send for them when 1 should 
be definitively setUed. 1 left also all my papers, certificates of 
services from Europe, correspondence, and other very valua- 
ble documents, &c. We embarked, and being one day at 
Carupano, on board the admiral, 1 was astonished to see on 
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deck, more then 20 trunks, pretty large and heavy. I a.^ked 
to wliom thoy helonsjed, aiul was snqirised to hear from (iar- 
cia, tlie iiituiidant of general l>oiivar, that they were his mas- 
ter's hag'^a^e I I learned from liiiu thai ilie general hail i^iveu 
hioi orders to hire mules, and to tnuisport all his bii^gago from 
Villa del Norte, to the port of Juan Griego, where we should 
embark, and that he did it the night previous to our embarking. 

When I expressed my surprise to general Bolivar some days 
afterwards, on seelui; all tliese trunks in his iiouse, he answer- 
ed me dryly, "that Garcia had embarked ihiMn //y mistake 1''^ 

I have related how general 1 bolivar carried his trunks into 
the arsenal, where he took slirliei', when onr cavalry i^uard 
had been surprised Ijv the em niy at (Jarupano. Tiiis station 
was safe for himstdf and hi^ hai:i;a:;e, llien Ij-om llu? arsenal iie 
could ill hv c uijLUules eiubatk, or take shelter in tlie fort of Saiita 
liosa. 

These are facts of wliich I was an eye witness. And so it 
came to pass, that after the defeat of Soublette at Carupano, 
all our baggage was plundered, the trunks broken open, and all 
was irreparably lost, because general Arismendy, liearing that 
fiolivar had fled, judged we were all taken or slain, and our 
baggage was distributed amoni; the troops of Margarita. 1 
regretted the loss of my watcli and my papers ; wrote twice to 
2;eneral ArismeniU', but received no answer. I'hese were ir- 
reparable losses which i regret to tiie present time. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Evacuation of Carupano — Skirmish at Ocumare — Fifth flight 
of General Bolivar, and his retreat to the Island of Half ti — 
McGregor's retreat towards Barcelona. 

We have seen how general Bolivar acted in Carupano, how 
jealous he w as of his authority, and what were uiy recompen- 
ses after so many fatigues and dbgustful services. The fear of 
general Bolivar that the creation of a foreign legion would com- 
promise his authority, shows sufficiently the little confidence he * 
had in his own ment. Then bow could 1500 and more, for* 
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eigners, give him the law, (as ho said distinctly to me) being ia 
bis country , surrounded by liis countrymen, and baling already 
his authorilj established. If George Washington dioiild have 
protested against the landing of so many thousand French troops 
and foreign officers, during the rcvolatbnary war, would it not 
have been prejudicial to him and his country ? How different- 
ly did he treat these auxiliary foreigners ; but George Wash- 
ington was a man, a soldier, a sage ; and Simon Bolivar a lili- 
pntinn in every respect in comparison with tlii? n:reat man ! 
Should such a man be snlFered to be compared vviili Bolivar ? 
no, certaiuly not, as will be sullicieatly shown in the course of 
tliis work. 

General Bolivar is not the only one who is jealous of stran- 
gers ; this jealousy is very common among the chieftains of Co- 
fombia, and is, I must say, characteristic of them. Their pre* 
judices^ their educatbn, their talents, their ignorance, is the nat- 
ural consequence of the Spanish system to suppress, in the Amer- 
icans, every spark of light and industiy. The superficial knowl- 
edge acquired by some among them is regarded as a phenome- 
non, as an extraordinary and remarkable instance, and such a 
man is a hero among them, when he would bo a very common 
and ordinary man among civilized and enli^ihlened nations, 
where rthiration, intercourse witli strangers, industry and liber- 
al in'-Tiintioiis. have a daily influence uj)on the population. The 
cerciauiiic.^ ul ihc cailiolic relijijion, tlie intolerance of the frrent- 
est part of tlie clergynifu, die iiiHuence which monks, h uirs and 
priests have, down to the present day, upon the people, the mis- 
erable condition of public education, the natural apathy of the 
inhabitants, the total want of industry, agriculture, and com- 
merce, united with military despotism, can never ^ve to Co- 
lombia freedom and rational liberty, and are altogether unfavora- 
ble to the production of men of talents and liberal ideas. The 
few existing cannot raise dieir voices against those of thousands, 
and must necessarily remain '^ilent. Arbitrnry arrests, exiles, 
and punishmenls, are Uie natural consequences of a military 
government, where bayonets and those who command them, 
rule exclusively. 

Limited talents make .m illiberal government, and never can a 
man of character, experience, and knowledge, be suffered by 
such men, because they must naturally fear the consequences 
of his powerful influence over those who were under his imme- 
diate care ; and the great di^rence between the two, will ne- 
cessarily, sooner or later, be found out. In time of danger and 
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war, they wiU be consulted, suffered to take the command, to 
make dispositions and act $ then here they stand m danger, and 
expose their lives ; but once this danger passed, once in pros- 
perity, they captiously cavil at those actions of vol n s w Wwh liavo 
saved them, and employ every means to weaken tJic fa\ oi able 
impression made upon their subaltenis ; tlieytryto ridicule you, 
whenever and wlierever iliey caii. antl >ult'ei' ytnir presence with 
rehictance and (hllieidty. Thficlore it results that the tliou- 
sands of straim;ers, who liave st rved in t "olonihia, ('(Mdd never 
rencier efFective services in a ci^iunry where their autl)()rity liad 
been so limited, that it was iinpos.^ihle to act freely and in ac-' 
cordance widi iheir laleiiti and experience, li is a fact, iJiat 
the greater part of these chieftains have complained of stran- 
gers, have exiled, punished and ill-treated them, alleging that 
they had rendered very little or no service. This is the great- 
est illjustice ever heard of, as in the (•our.--(' of this hi<torv I will 
prove, that lioiivar, the repuhFu of Colombia, and its chii hains, 
are indebted to siran:;ers, and their powerful support lor their 
existence, if nor as a free, at U as an independent j>eop]e. 

Ijabaint took Santa Marlha, l ^^lo, and was ohliiied to eva( u- 
ate it, in consecjuenfr ol tlie iniri::ues (jt his subalterns. He 
was arrested and e\ile(L Louis Aury saved the evacuation of 
the j)airiois from (.'arthagena. We have seen how ]5«divar has 
recompensed liiiu. Ducoudray llolsieiji was the last comman- 
der in Canhagena and protected in Boca Chica many hundred 
families. He was threatened to be shot! Louis Brion sacrificed 
his large fortune for the republic, and was the constant support of 
Holivar, who treated him very harshly at Savanllla. lie died 
broken hearted, at Curacao, and so poor that he did not U^ave 

a cent t"' :-v tlie esjiensfs ol his inuial ! General Piar, who 
fouschl bravclv i)) l!-'! I and l;^!.'), when l]oli\ ar fled tVom V^tMi- 
ozuela, and who concjuereil, in union with lirion, tin: beautdui 
and rich provinct! oi (iiiavana, was arrested, tried, and shot. 
'J'o whom are the Colonilnan^ indebti'd h)r llieir siiceesses in 
1819, in conqneriiiL; i\e\\ Cirenada \Vas it not to forcii^n le- 
fdous ? Who {gained llie batUe of Carabobo ? was it not Lite 
uish legion? be. &c. Thousands of these brave men perish- 
ed by misery, and maladies brought on in consequence of hard- 
ships ; and now the Colombians boast that tlie s have gained their 
independence alone, and without the aid of foreigners. They 
forget past services because they want them no more. 
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II ii an ustonishinc fact, thai ainoug nil iliese chiet'taiiis of Co- 
loinbia, nut a .sintilo innn t an be fountl who deserves tlie uanie 
of a great man, a hero, oi an extraordinary inau. There ex- 
ists none. Can Simon Bolivar possibly pass for such an one ? 
It has been proved, already, hyfads^ that he is not, and will be 
still more fully proved. In a time of revolution, when the or- 
dinary distinctions of rank ami titles are confounded and the low- 
est citizen can rival any oUier, if he is brave or has talents, we 
search in vain for distineuisljed characters on the Main. Among 
the Tnilitnrv chieftains, we find Paez, Aini^ninulv nnd Padilln. 
who liave achieved some dislinznishcd aclion^ ; all tlie rc>l are 
very on'infirv rh-iracters, which have gained au undeserved 
nujiii' (A hfiuvs and -skilful men. 

I kli t^eneral Ikilivar ready U) «. lubaiL at Carupauo lor Ocu- 
roare. The defection of generals Marino and Piar, the vvaniof 
order, regulation, and provisions, produced diseases and mala- 
dies, and a good many of those who came from Aux Cayes, 
and tiie island of Margarita, with general Bolivar, fell sick and 
died, or left him. The enemy proriting by the faults of Holivar, 
his want of iiminess, activity and talents, increased their forces 
in proportion to the declinin'j: state of tlie patriots. The history 
of the campaign of IS IG, is sul)stanlia'I\ ;!!e same a-; that nf 1 813 
and '11, in Caracas, and mded with the iiight aud cuibaikatioo 
of iieneral Holivar, Wkf tlie year 1S14. 

When general Huli\ar saw at last thai there was no hope of 
making recruits, or of any support aiul junction from Marino 
and Piaf, he followed the advice of admiral Brion and evacuat- 
ed Carupano to seek another landing-place more coDvenient, 
and so it was determined to go to Ocumare, where he could 
find more resources and recruits. They landed accordingly m 
the bay, protected by a little fort of no consequence, and pco- 
ceeded to the villaire of the same name, Ocumare, where he ar- 
rived the 3(1 July, 1816, with 13 vessels, of which seven only 
were armed. He published the following proclamation : 

" Head-(|iiari< rs, at Ocumnre, Julv 6, 1816. — Simon Bo! i- 
mr, Suj/rtme Chiefs ^-c. ^ c. to the iithulikauU of Ventzuda : 

** An army provided witii arms and mnnitioos of war of every 
land, is on the march, and under my orders, coming to liberate 
you. 

I will drive out, and extermmate our tyrants, and I will re- 
store you 10 your rights, your country, and give you peace. 
On our part, the kittbg of the prisoners of war will cease from 
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this instant. We promise to srnint a general pardon for those 
who submit, i(» Euiopeau Spuaia.i d.-?. 

** All the troops of the enemy wliich will join us, will partici- 
pate with us in the advantages and recompenses, which the 
country and its inhabitants can afibrd. 

No Spamard shall be killed, except when he may re- 
sist with his arms in hand. No harm will be done to the na- 
tives, who arc found in the army of the enemy, 

" Our unfortunate brethren who are suifering as slaves, are 
(rom this moment (Icelarcd free. Nnttire, rlL^htf:, niul jjovern- 
nieni, reclaim tlieir lihertv. In the lutnre will exist iit \'eiie- 
2Uela, no more tiian nur ela.-s oi iiilial'itaiiis ; nil will hr eiti/eiis. 

** As soon a-: we lia\ e takt n |Hi»L'5i»iuii ul the capital, we will 
coDVukc the people to name their tlcputics for Congress. Dur- 
ing my march upon Caracas, general Marino will besiege Cu- 
mana ; general Piar, supported by general Roxas and Monaga, 
will render himself master of the plains, and march against 
Barcelona, while general Arismendy, with his victorious army, 
win mamtain himself in the island of Margarita. 

BOUVAR." 

This proclamniion is like those of the same author, viz. drawn 
Uj) to deceive liit- i'lnorant, and jieople livins: at a distance. The 
arnnj, of which lit.' speaks as beiiii; uadcr inn order, consisted of 
GuU men, of whom not 3UU hutl ever seen a battle, and whose 
officers were a greater part of them totally unfit to command. 

** I shall extermnaU our mants," says general Bolivar, the 
6th of July ; and the 10th of the same month he was beaten by 
300 men, which Morales and Guero had assembled in haste, 
and fled in full gallop from die field of batde to the bay of Octt- 
mare, where he embarked forthe Dutch island of Buen Ayre, as 
I shall relate hereafter. 

As soon as we have taken possession of the capital, (Cara- 
cas) we will convoke the people to name their di'puties to Con- 
gress," says i^eneral IJolivnr. His sincerity on ihis occasion is 
doubted hy tho>e who kiiow him and his intentions. In 1813, 
he spoke the same language, and d.d nothing to assemble the 
Congress, when it was iii his power ; in 1815 he disobeyed, for- 
mally, the orders of Congress in New Grenada in besieging Car- 
tbagena instead of St. Alartha ; in 1817, when recalled, the first 
condition of his admission was to convoke a Congress ; it was 
not done ; on the Contrary, he broke up du; Congress assem- 
bled at Cariaca, and persecuted its members in 1818, and the 
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following events in these memoirs will show clearly that he has 

been, and is decidedly against the formation of any Congress ; 

and when forced to suffer its existence, he limited its power by 
military display and authority, so that the senatt ; nd chamber of 
representatives were no more tban wminaly and the submission 
servants of the President Liberator. 

"While I march against C;n nr;is, general Mariiio will [)c- 
siegc Ciiriuina; general Piar supported," &:c. he. This is 
a^aiii tlt'ci ption ; when some days previous to his evacuailoii of 
Carupano, he said to me that he was very sorry to sec IManno 
and Piar paying not tlie kast regard to liis orders ; and when 
it is known that in consequence of the defection of these two 
chieftains, Bolivar was obliged to evacuate Carupano, Ssc. 

To any experienced military man, the following refiectioos 
will give a convincing proof of Holi\ ar's weakness and small ca- 
paci^, as a commander-in-chiei'. Instead of employing every 
means in his power to compel INIartno and Piar to do their du- 
ty, he approved, in an official manner, their defection, which 
naturally enrnurnc^oH thcin to art In an isolntrd and indepen- 
dent way. Tlicn it .Marino, instead of besieging Cumann, li:«d 
joined Polivar ai Ociiinnrf, the united forces of bolli would 
have h(MMi sufiicieiu to take Valeiu ia, which had not -M)() m med 
men to defend ii, and to march against Caracas, where there 
were at die lime no more than 500 men. The forces of the 
Spaniards were much dispersed and would have fallen an easy 
prey to the patriots, who could have destroyed them, isolated as 
they were, one column after anotlicr. This success would have 
reanimated the sunken spirit of the inhabitants, not In regard to 
patriotism, but in r« <rard to confidence in Bolivar's bravery, mil« 
itary skill and ability to govern them. The actions of the 
dictator, and his fiiirlit, ccave tliem disgust ; nnd therefore Bolivar 
himsclt" was much discouraged to see, that after more than a 
moniii's stay at Carupano, not 70 of the inhabitants came to vo- 
lunteer undi r his urders. On iho contrary, about the whole 
population lied on the approach of Bohvar, and we found de- 
serted houses. The same thing happened at Ocumare, &ic. kc. 

General Bolivar collected, in virtue of his proclamation of 
the 6th of July, some hundred slaves, which were armed, and 
united to his troops. He collected about 800 men, armed in 
haste, but without instruction, uniforms, or discipline. With 
such a band of armed men, called the liberating army, he march- 
ed from Ocumare to Valencia, where, at the time, less than 200 
men were able to resist him. The possession of Valencia was 



Digitized by Google 



MEMOIBS OF BOUVAB. 



179 



precious to him, bcins; sittmted botv.een Caracas, the plains, 
and the fortress of Porlo Cabcllo, by wliich he could have been 
supplied easily froiii die plains, where Paez, Zarasa, Roxas, 
Sedeno, £tc. had always acted bravely and resbted the powers 
fill forces of Morillo. 

Morales arriving at Valencia, heard that genera] Bolivar had 
d^arked at Ocumare. Havini; with him no more than a small 
escort of cavalry, he lost no time in waiting for more troops, 
collected about 200 armed men, and directed his march to- 
wards Ocumare. The major of the militin, Jose Guero, join- 
ed him with one htnidred more, and w itli this siiiull force he de- 
termined to !iit:i( k LiriR liolivar. If»> met him on the lOlli 
of July not far (listani fi oni the viilai^e of Ocumare, upon a hill 
which comniandtd a \ iew of the lake of Valencia. When Mo- 
rales discovered the advanced guard commanded by Soublette, 
he put some ttraiUeurs among die trees, uiiperceived by the pa- 
triots, in the bushy hills where they had to pass, and took an ad- 
vantageous ))osition with the remainder, to wait a favorable 
moment to attack. A small skirmish began, which lasted not a 
quarter of an hour, when a deserter fr(^m Morales was brought 
before the supreme ctiief, who acquainied him, that this much 
feared partisan was the person at the head of the Spanish troops. 
Soublette, as nsnnl. nnrl ns has been stated by eye witnesses, 
fled immr-diaiclv on lu ai in:: some musket shots; general Boli- [ 
var, set im: iii-^ advanced iiuard dispersed, lost all presence of^ 
rnind, spoke not a word, turned bis horse quickly round, and. 
fled in full speed towards ()< umare. Colonel Hoc, (brodier in; 
law of mareschal Lefebre Dugue of Dantzic, who was in this ac-' 
tion) related to me afterwards, that Bolivar was so blinded by 
fear, that his horse run against Boe's mule, loaded with baggage, 
and precipitated mule and baggage down the bill, without stop- 
ping a single moment. He j)assed the \ illage at full gallop, and 
arrived at last at a place of safety, the bay of Ocumare, two 
leagues distant from the village of die same name, jumped from 
his horse, got into a boat, and cmliarked on board the Diana, 
the snmp armed vcs'-cl wbicli 1 had left about 3 hours previous 
to his arrival, haviiii:; foimd a French captain, (Mr. DuClcrk) 
who sailed from ( )t umare to St. Tho?iias', and who treated me 
with the greaicbL kindness, and olicrcd me a pa^»age, gratis, on 
board his vessel. 1 liad lost (as related,) in Villa del Norte, 
all my baggage, and had only some few changes of clothes, and 
my uniform, without a single cent in my pocket, being at the 
same time stck with an intermitent fever. We were very much 
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surprised to sec tlie whole squadron coming after us, under full 
sail, and we were soon jomed by them, all steering towards Bo- 
naire laying close by the bay of Ocumare. Here I heard the 
folbwing pardculars: 

Bolivar was so seized by a panic terror, that he arrived whh 
only a single aid-de-caiup, out of six, who was the lieutenant 
colonel Perez, on board the Diana. Not far distant from the 
bay, opposite the litde fort, was a kind of farm bouse, under the 
roof ot which lay stretched on a mat, the wounded major Pi- 
card, who lost his arm in a surprise (related iii tlie last chapter) 
ol tlie advanced cavalry .^uard not far from Carupano, and vvlio, 
unable to move, was carried on shore in order to be more com- 
fortable. When he saw Bolivar and his aid-de-camp Perez 
passing close by him at full spet ti, he called die general, and 
requested him for God's sake to order ^him to be again carried 
on board ; but the supreme chief did not hear htm, or would 
not hear htm, and embarked. Captain Demarquet, another 
Frenchman, and aid-de-carop of Bolivar, arrived at the bay 
some minutes alter Bolivar's being in the boat, and urged the 
boatswain to return and take him in ; but die general ordered 
him to proceed and put him on board tlie Diana. As soon as 
he was on deck, he directed captain Dcbonille,* the comman- 
der of this fast sailins: armed vessel, and in the absence of ad- 
miral l^rion, (on an excursion to tlie island of Curacao) the 
coiiiiiiander of the squadron, to make the signal to cut their ca- 
bles and to depart, which was done accordingly. They directed 
their course towards the small Dutch island of Buen Ayre where 
they arrived m the afternoon of the 10th of July. 

Thus general Bolivar left again his army, and his command, 
and put his person in safety, and tins was tbo fifth time that he 
had done so smce 1813. 

1st. Lieutenant colonel Bolivar left in June, 1812, the strong 
place of Porto Cabello, of which he was governor, and embarii- 
ed clandestinely in the nidit, with some officers, in consequence 
of the fear he had of tlie revolted Spanish prisf>nf^r^ of war, and 
retired to San Mateo, leaving his garrison widiout commander or 
orders ; in consequence of which, tiiese retired, and the place 
fell into the hands of Monteverde.f 

2d. The general-in-chief, dictator, liberator of die western pro- 
innccs of Venezuela, S. Bolivar, embarked hastily in the night 



* I have these panicnlani ffom captain XMNNiUle lilniaaif 
tSee chapter V. 



Digitized by Googl( 



MXMOIBS or BOUTAB. 



181 



of the 25tli of Aueust, 1814, at Ciimniia, and fled with his col- 
lca2;iio San .1.12:0 Marino, (hrtatf)r of iho eastern provinces of 
VeiuvAiela towards Margarita, ice. He lost all presence of 
niiiul, and would not listen to any representation of his cousin 
Joseph Felix Ribas, and others, to remain with them on the 
Main ; h» went for Marino^ and as soon as the latter was on 
boardf be ordered commodore Bianchi to cut the cables, and 
oflT be sailed. He left Ribas, Villapol, and thousands of bis 
countrymen befabd, wbo bad placed their confidence in lus skill 
and bravery, and sougbt safety in flight.* 

3d> The captain-general of the armies of Venezuela and New 
Grenada, Simon Bolivar, not having succeeded to take Cartha- 
gena by force of arms, and after havinc; lost, in a miseral)lr po- 
sition, his troops, and the province of New Grenada, embarked 
on board an English brig of war, and left his connirymen, and 
retired in safety to Kingston in the island of Jamaica. 

4th. In the naval action, ot id May 1816, the supreme chief of 
the Republic of Venczula, retired into the long boat of commo- 
dore Brion's armed vessel, and gave tbe command to Ducou- 
dray Holstem during the whole time of the action, yAdch lasted 
about four hours.t 

5th. And now, here at Ocumare, where the supreme chief fled 
and sheltered himself from all danger in the island of Buen Ayre. 

When admiral Brion arrival at Buen Ayre, iiom Curccno, he 
was much astonished to find the squadron nnd general Bolivar 
there, and came immediately on hnaifl the Diana, where gen- 
eral Bolivar had remained tlie wliule day in bed, and reproach- 
ed him in very strong terms with his cowardice and desertion, 
and above all, for havin<i; given orders to the squadron to fol- 
low him alone, and to leave all his com])anions without means 
and assistance. Thb was a well deserved, but humihating les- 
son, for a man of BoIivar^s proud and vain character. But 
here, as every where, when tne general was isolated, and in 
misfortune, be was very docile, and endured every thing. 
Brion, now a little cooler, admonished Bolivar to retiun to the 
Main, and rejoin the commanders on the coast of Cumana and 
Barcelona, and to unite; again the patriotic troops. He spoke 
so convincingly to Bolivar, tliat at last he consented to depart 
in the same vessel for the coast of Cumana, wiiile Brion, with 



• See chapter VII. 
tSeo chapter Xlil. 
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the remainder of his squadron, was going to Margarita to refit 
some of liis vessels. 

As soon as general Bolivar arrived on the coast of Cuiiiaua, 
where he found Marmo and Piar, these two received him very 
harshly, reproached him with his new desertion at Ociimare, 
and Piar threatened to try him before a court martial, and to 
haye him shot as a deserter and a coward. This last scene 
enrazed the vain and vindictive mind of Bolivar so nnich, that 
he afterwards was the most bitter enemy of Piar, which, as 1 
have been assured, was tlie cause of his subsequent condemna- 
tion. Bolivar found it not prudent to remain, and embarked 
without dclav. This essay, and the fear of liciiii:; treated bv 
other chieftains in the same manner, discouraged liim so much 
that he ordered captain Devouilie (who had received positive 
instructions from llie admiral, to remain at the disposal of the 
supreme chief,) to make the port of Aux Caycs, iu the island 
of Hayti, from whence he had departed some months before 
with the sangube hopes of the most brilliant success ! He re- 
mained a couple of days and re-embarked for Jaquemel, firom 
whence he departed by land to Port au Prmce, where I had, 
as related, my last interview with him. 

I foreof 1'^ say, that during the conversation with me, he told 
me ho had heard that T was ^om^ with the expedition of gen- 
eral Mina, who, in fact, had made me several very honorable 
propositions to join his expedition, which came at tlie time of 
my stay in Port au Prince. I answered ceneral Bolivar — " 1 
will never go more with general Bolivar or with general Minn, 
as long as llierc is neither organization or instruction, and only 
a shadow of an army.** Bolivar said, **1 believe, mon eher 
ami, you will never forget your aneien nUtUrJ* 

The president of Hayti, Alexander Petion, received him 
very coolly, having already been acquainted with a part of his 
actions. 

Sucli was the end of an expedition which sailed in May 
;ilS16 from Aux Caye? some months before, which cost lan;e 
fsums, and promised so i)rilli;in! results. This pitiful end mu>t 
'(Mitirclv be attrilmted to the wroni; measures taken bv LTeneral 
fBolivar, of wiiic li 1 have related some striking particulars. W o 
^lave seen that Bolivar had lost, by his fault — 1st, the forct s of 
t'ouHuodore Aury, which were half of the whole strength in ve>- 
iscls and men, lying at that time at Aux Cayes : 2d, his cow- 
ardice in the action of the 2d of May, alienated from him the 
esteem and the confidence of so many hundreds of hb subal- 



Digitized by Google 



MEH0IB8 or BOLIVAJt. 



183 



terns: .kl, hy his wrnknoss in f()ll()\vin^ the perliilinu*; nHvire 
ot his Oatli'rtTs, lie :imuilli'(l tlic L^nod, which I could liuve 
done in endcavoriiiir to cst:d)Ii,-h order, in>lruclioii and disci- 
pline, in u banil ot aniicd nicii, who called ihemselv'cs ecu era Is, 
coloueb and oilicers, and who hud not the least iiouon of the 
first elements of our an. He was oppo^ed^ by the same weak- 
ness and his jc ilous fears, to consenting to the organization and 
the formation of a foreign legion, which could have had the 
most useful consecjuences. This same weakiu^ss of cluiracter 
induced him to consent to the departure of Marino and Piar, 
against li's ow n com jction of having tlotic wron^, and n-^aiik^t 
mine and :uhn';ral ihioiT.-- well zrouiuli'd advice ; lili, fiuallv, 
to crown all tlic->c laidls. he lost, in an attack h\' .UX) men, 
wlicn he had inf)re (han M)t), all his presence ol iiickI, and llcil 
vvidi all ihc '-peed ol Ins hoisc. at the in'sl niii>ket shot--, and 
iralloped \2 miles Irom the field of bailJu tu llio bay of Ueuiiiaie, 
uis if the enemy u ab al his hLel<. 

What I have related here of general Bolivar would appear 
impossible and exaggerated ; but it is, unfortunate enough, too 
true and authentic. Hundreds of eye witnesses jike me, as 
the inhabitants of Been Ayre,' Aux Caye5;, Jaquemel, Port au 
Prince, ^c., to wliom these facts are perfectly known, will con- 
firm and test! f\ lo the cotrec iimss of rriy impartial statements, 
iftliey are not hlinde(l (>y self liiii re-t, or hy fear of a pcrsrcu- 
lion, ill ra>e of their heliiL:' st tiled on tin; Main or in tlie service 
of Colombia. Thi* (iazetles in iJic llavana, liom .Iiil\', Aii- 
zuril and St^j)temher, l^lO, a cornet aecoimi ot wliai had 
hapjietied m Ociimaic, and in \\hieli j;eneral Hohwir is treati'd 
with llie most contemptuous ri:j;oi'. There will he lound a 
detailed list of all tiial tiie Spaniard:^ found in tlie bay of Ocu- 
mare, of debarked arms, ammunitions, the beautiful and new 
print, &c. All these objects were debarked in order to follow 
Bolivar's troops, and waiting for the transportntions by mules, 
Were left on shore* BoUvar would not suffer their being re- 
eniharked. 

1 fear and i tope nothing froni l>oli\ ar or tlie Colomi)ians; 
inv natne is ori tlie title paie, aud I will, and shall state the 
naked trutli, and nothjii,; el>e, in o['(h r to :-how 'iciu'ial Holivar 
as he is, nc)t b\ <leelauiation>, hut hv lacls. 1 ^i\ e hnn er<Mht 
when he dt>serves it, ami ii'lulu his aciiuiis and llieii' coiise- 
ijuences, and nothiiiLi" else. 

(jfii. IJolivar, \slio liad received pttwerlnl support lioin tiio 
Haytian govcnunciii, has acted very uiigraicfuUy lo die Hay- 
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tians. Before he came to Carupano, he had sent back the 
1 luy tiaii captain, named Courtois, who came with his vessel 
from Aux Cayes as a transport ship, and treated bim harshly 
and in a hauginy manner, on his making hun some Just repre- 
sentations. At Carupano, he sent two other Haytian vessels 
back without paying, or consenting to give them any written 
promises to pay their fleet, and forced them to embark ^d to 
quit Carupano, without the least compensation for their voyage. 

This impolitic treatment against tlic Haytian vessels, and the 
offirrrs which served in the land troops, united with the con-* 
dt riiiiaiion of general I*iar, who was a man of color, and shot 
sonic years later, at AiiL^osiurn, made a very bad impression on 
the inhnbitaius of this liosjiitablo island. 

President Petion, who was fully acquainted witli tlic treat- 
ment, by Bolivar, of die Hayuans, nevertheless did uot re- 
proach him in the least, but of course, received him much cool- 
er, and made no great exertbns for a man who behaved him- 
self so ungratefully. General Bolivar, in one respect, kept his 

Eromise to president Petion, on which express condition the 
itter assisted him so powerfully in his expedition which sailed 
from Aux Cayes, that he, Bolivar, would promise him the 
emancipation of the slaves. Tliis jrmernl T^olivnr, fahhfully 
fulfilled, as 1 have shown by his proclamations, published in 
Margarita, Carupano and Ocumnro. Bolivar did the same 
afterwards with his own slaves, in San Mateo, wliich did him 
honor. 

In consequence ofthe flight ol' the supreme chiei from the field 
ofbatde at Ocumare, and the sailing of all die vessels from 
the said bay, general McGregor united the scattered troops of 
Bolivar's corps, and effected a retreat abng the sea shore, of 
which too much hasbeen spoken that is not worthy to be repeat- 
ed. The fact is, that McGregor had nothing else to do, but 
either to perish or to ad^^ance as well as he could, until he ef- 
fected a junction of his miserable and harrassed troops with 
general Piar near Barrclona. 

The European Gazetters have described tfiis retreat, in 
which notliing was done that was worth menlionuiir. like one ol 
the most heroic actions of McGregor, and some oi iheni had 
the ridiculous idea of comparing it with the retreat of Xeno- 
phon and general ]\Ioreau. The public is now loo well per- 
suaded of the merit of general McGregor to render any fur- 
ther reflection necessary, in regard to a man who is too well 
known and justly appreciated. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Cause nf CreneraH BoUvar*$ rtetd to the Movh^Wm arrivid at 
Bareeiona — Siege and occupation of Barcelona, hy the Span-' 
Mords — Behaviour of General Bolwar at Barcelona^ — Year$ 
1816-17. 

Ccneral Holivnr, wliil<i in Port au Prince, wns the insepnr.i- 
ble Iriend ol" tlic Ijietlireu Piiifrrs, wlioin I havf incntioiit'd be- 
fore,* and pailicularly uiili C'chidopio, ilic (A-iorreiridnr at 
IMompox. He rej^ulaily spent his cM-iun^^ with ilic two sisirrs 
of Soublettc, whoiti luulhei died ai Puit au Prinre. Mr. 
Soutberland afterwards said to me, " tliat he woudcrcd at fiud- 
mg in Bolivar nothing extraordinary, nothing to be admired, 
and nothing adequate to the idea he had entertained of him. 
I do not like/' said he, ^ bis great familiarity with every stran* 
ger who is introduced to him. He takes one by the arm and 
walks up and down my piazza with him, as if they had been 
acquainted for many years." 1 told him that Bolivar, in Port 
an Prince, nnd unfortunate, was altotrrther a dijii rent man 
from llie Supreme Chief, on the Main ; where his haui;hty man- 
ners forniefl a complete ( ontra>t to tliose he ad'>j)ied lu i e. 
Variouij odier gentlemen made die same remarks, as Mr. 
Soutberland. 

General Bolivar, meanwhile, passed his time in a quiet and 
amusing way, at Port au Prince. Admiral Brion was busily 
eiigaircd, endeavoring to persuade the chieftains wbo remained 
in V^enczuela, to consent to his recal. Brion was the most sin* 
cere friend Bolivar ever had. He had expended bis large for- 
tune and employed all his credit, in fitting out the expedition 
from Aux Cayes, and he placed enure conOdence in general 
Bolivar's skill and courage. He was c;rievons!v disappointed ; 
but, as lie often told me, "he knew no other eliieftain among 
the natives who possessed a greater reputation, or more auiiiori- 
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ty, (whether deserved or not,) than general Bolivar. He was 

the only military character who was aide to exercise authority, 
suflicient to unite tiiem all." VVJien i spoke privately to Brion 
of the strange, even cowardly conduct of Bolivar, of his weak- 
i>es.s, and his incapacity for coniinand ; he asked me, often, 
" to whom else would you confide tiiu coniniaiul We ex- 
amined once the n;ilive cliiefs, one liy one, and, 1 confess, could 
find none, who, on the whole, we ihoughi preferable to hini. 

Under diis coavielion, adinnal P.rion was active and ardent 
in favor of Bolivar, and after making great exerdons for some 
months, he succeeded in uniting a majority of the chieftaiqs, 
'viz. Arismendy, Paez, Zarasa, Sedeno, Bermudes, Roxas, 
JVfonegas, and others, who consented to recal general Bolivar 
as their commander-in-chief, upon two express conditions. 
1st. That he should assemble a congress. 2d. That he should 
direct the military operations oidy ; and should not meddle with 
the administration of the Republic. He consented to comply 
exactly with their wishes, and prepared to sail in tlie Diana, 
captain Devouille, for Barcelona, the place appointed to re- 
ceive him. 

Before general Bolivar departed, he communicated to presi- 
dent Pciion, the despatches and his recal, and received from 
him new supplies of warlike stores* 

Bolivar sailed tlie 2dth December 1815, from the Haytian 
port, Jaqucmel, on hoard the privateer Diana, accompanied 
by tliree of his aid-dc-camps, Perez, Chamberlain and Pala- 
cios, his nephew ; ^vo ]>! others Pineres, and some others pri- 
vate families, who wished to return to dieir country. He ar- 
rived the 31st of the same momh nt Bnrcelonn, whore the arms, 
munitions of war, and provisions given him by Pelion, were 
immediately debarked ; and of which the patriots were in great 
want. 

General Bolivar publislied a proclamation, in which he again 
took the former titles : *' Conmiander'in-chief, Captain-general 
of the armies of Venezuela and New Grenada, Supreme Chief 
of the republic," &c. &c. He confirmed his ibrmer procla- 
mations respecting the emancipation of slaves, and offering it to 
those who wonid s(Mve in the army. He called a new con- 
gress, and ordered the deputies to assemble at his head quar- 
ters Barcelona. He proclaimed a provisional govoninient, of 
which he took the presidency, under the title of " Supreme 
Chief of the Uepublic of Venezuela," 
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General Arismendy came, the 2d Januaiy 1817, with 300 
men, to join general bolivar. This b the same Arisiiiendy, 
who, after the fli^t of the two dictators, Bolivar and Marino, 
from Cumana, in 1814, had treated them as I have related. 
He said, moreover, publicly, in Margarita, on hearing of g:en- 
eral fibfivar's flight from Ocumare, *Mhat ironeral Bolivar's 
cowardice was shown too often, and tliai he oii2;lii to be tried 
for it by a roinl mnitial, ami condemned to be sliot." Brion 
not beins; on tlio best terms wiUi the governor of Margarita, 
cm])l()y( d Viilaret, the major-i^oneral of the navy, in whom 
Arisaieiidy had great confidence, and who succeeded, at last, 
in gaining his assent to Bolivar's recal ; who, lliough he^ knew 
Arismendy^s character, and what he had said against himself, 
was so delighted at gaining him, that he executed all his great 
power of pleasing, and subjected Arismendy to his wishes, in- 
somuch that the supreme chief, on the 4th January, proclaim- 
ed martial law, and again united the three powers in himself. 

Bolivar was not beloved in Barcelona. He, however, con- 
tinued to prevail on the inhabitants to take :irni<, and joining to 
them, as many slaves n«; ho could collect, in.in hed on the 5tli 
against the posts of ohsei vaiioii of the S|);iniards, vvliieh tlu y 
had established in the jiciililiorhood of Clarius. On the 9lli, 
at the head of about 000 armed men, with a field piece, he 
attacked the Spaniards, under colonel Ximcnes, about 500 men 
strong, half of whom were placed in ambush. ^ General 1 Aris- 
mendjr> who b hrave, active and skilful, commanded in the 
action, whilst general Bolivar was behind. He sustained the 
combat for four hours, hut being attacked on his rear and 
fianksy he was compelled to retire with the loss of his field piece, 
baggage, arms, &:c. As soon, as general Bolivar discovered 
that his troops had fallen into an ambush, from which he was 
at a consM!(M-d)lo distance, instead of rallyiiii; ihem ami disen- 
gaging Arismendy, he turned his hor'^e, and escaped with some 
of his officers to Barcelona, wliere he was in safety. A French 
captain, a clored man, Zeiion Bouille, who fought bravely at 
tlie head of his coinpaiiy, was woimded and taken prisoner. 
After having surrendered, he was shot. The papers and plans 
of operations of the patriot chieftains, fell mto the hands of the 
Spaniards. 

When this victory over BoIivar*s troops was known in Cara- 
cas, the Spanish inhabitants collected one thousand dollars in 
monej, which they sent to he distributed among the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates of colonel Ximeiies' troops. 
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Government promoted each officer, one grade. The patriots 
hnvc not, in any instance, employed such means k>r the en- 
couragement of their ti oojjs. 

The rnntcHi ti oops of the patriots retired to Texas, and were 
pursued by order of Col. Ximenes. A considerable part of 
* the 300 soldiers frum Margarita, aiul strangers were taken pris- 
oners. The former were pardoned on condition of entering 
into the Spanish service. All the rest were shot. By this ac* 
tion Ximenes opened a communicatton with Morales. 

The latter having collected more forces, attacked general 
Zarasa, and muted him and some smaller patriot corps; SO that 
by the last of January, the whole province of Barcelona except 
the capital, came again into possession of the Sj):ininrds. 

Snn Ya^o ]Marino, who acted separately from JJolivar, in his 
native province Ctiinnjia, beseiiied this capita], where c^eneral 
Pardo, u iio comiuauiied lliere, attacked him. He was repul- 
sed, and forced to retire to his entrenched camp in llie savan- 
nas of del Cantaro ; whence he atlv anced against Cuiiiiina. 

General Bolivar immediately gave orders to forufy at Barce- 
lona, a large building which stands isolated, and formerly serv- 
ed as an hospital* It b called the Charity* Various privateers 
arrived there, bringing him officers, men, arms, ammunition and 
provisions, sent by the persevering activity of admiral Brion. 
Six heavy guns were transported iVom die vessel, and put in 
battery in this house, where ho collected some of the routed 
troops and recruits ; so that he was again nt the head of a thou- 
sand men, among \\ hr>!nvvcro about 450 strangers, taken from 
the crews of the privateers. 

When sreni ral Pasqual Keal, commander in chief of the 
Spanish army, culled the Eastern army, heard that general Ikjl- 
ivar had taken shelter in die Charity, he united the forces of 
colonels Bauda, Ximenes and general Francisco Thomas Mo- 
rales, In order to attack the city of Barcelona, which Bolivar 
endeavoured to defend. But he was coropeOed to retire into 
the Charity, and from tlmt day (10th February) the city of 
Barcelona was closely b( ieired, and by the strange negligence 
of the Spanish commander, the road to Cumana remained un- 
guarded. 

Urged by Bolivar. Marino came at last, through this tin2:iiard- 
ed road, surprised Heal, and forced hiui to retire. He enter- 
ed the ciiy of narceloiia the 11 th Kebrunry. The 14Ui, a 
part of the patri jtic arniy directed iis march towards San Ber- 
nardino, where they attacked a part of general Real's uoops 
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entrenched in a convent. But they were repulsed, and, the 

next diiy retired to Barcelona. 

The Spaniards attempted to force the entry of the port of 

Barcelona, by sea. They aHvanred with tlicir squadron of 17 
armed vcs.^rls, brigs, schooiu is, <:iinl)oats, &£C. and attacked 
(tlie 18th February) the pri\ atct i M lHX)ners and ihe four {gun- 
boats posted to defend this entry. After a sliarji action, tlio 
Spaaiih squadron was forced lo retire. Uu iha lUdi they again 
returned, and were again repulsed, with great loss. The cap* 
tabs and crews of the three privateers were French and Noith 
Americans m the service of me Republic. 

General Real united his scattered troops, and heini; reinforc- 
ed, marched again towards Barcelona; and reached Tuacal about 
two miles from the city, where lie eotrenched himself. 

On the 22d, tlie privateer Diana, captain T. Dcvouille, with 
5 i^uns, sailed from the port of Hnrcelona, and ntticked a Span- 
ish royul schooner aimed wilii seven guns, and pusteil near the 

e>rl, to oi)serve what was troinii; on in tJie pairiotie senadron. 
evonille hnrnt the schooner in \iew of the uliole Spanish 
squadron ; not a vessel of which ventured lo her support. Tho 
Enanalost nothing but half a sail, which was burnt; and she 
pursued her course, unmolested, to the island of Margarita. 

On the night of die 28th the Spaniards left their eotrenched 
camp without having made an attack upon Barcelona, and re- 
tired towards Caracas. 

The 4th March, the republican gun boats, imder the com- 
manfl of the post cnptnin, Antonio Dias, with 300 infantry on 
board, attacked a Spanisli battery plared upon a hill called the 
Moro, near Barcelona. The p iiriots were greaUy annoyed by 
this battery ; and the approach to it was dan^erotis, it beins^ de- 
fended by lb Spanish armed vessels. At day bicak, the lire 
of two of the gun boats coraiueuccd against tlie battery, whilst 
fiiur others coming out of the river, attacked the Spaniards with 
such promptitude and vigor, that they thought ot ooth]n| but 
evacuating the battery, and the whole eoast. The contusion 
of the enemy was w itliout example. The sloop of war Bay- 
leu, and the armed brigs and schooners cut their cables and es- 
caped. The attack of the Indian colonel, Aunario, upon tlio 
Spanish batterv wns rondnrted with Lrreat bravery. His troops 
rapidly mounted the liill, once a ronih and broken road, close 
by the sliore. and exposeti on both ll inks to the fire of more 
than a hundred guns. Aunario lost but few of his kinsmen. 



190 



MBMOIBS or BOLIVAR. 



The land troops tinder general Real, were dispersed or de- 
stroyed. 

General iMorillo, the Spani^li commander in chiel, had, ia 
March, fixed his head quariej s at Mnracay. When he heard 
of these event ^ lu- raved Hke a iiiachnan, and ordered jreneral 
Real to he arn sted and confined in tlie furt Del Coloraiio, at 
Laguaira. Urigadier general Morales, colonels Unieslieia and 
Guero, and captain Alexo, were also arrested and sent to Porto 
Cabelio, as was supposed for cowardice in the attack on Barce- 
lona ; but such was the capricious and tpanntcal character of 
Morillo, that he deigned not to inform these officers for what of- 
fcnee, nor f( r \ iiat length of time they were to be punished. 

Bolivar and iMarino, elated witli these unexpected successes, 
lost their rime in festivals, and indolence. They took no seri- 
ons mensnre? to unite their forces and march against Cnmnna, 
to clear the const and the neiLrhhounng valley?, and to drive the 
Spaniards IVoin the j)ro\ inces of Barcelona and Cumana. Bol- 
ivar, jealous of Marino'b iulluence over tlie inhabitants, declin- 
ed assisting him to besiege Cumana, and insisted on directing 
his operations against Caracas where the other had no influ- 
ence. Marmo was in favor of besieging Cumana* And so 
it happened that disunion now again broke out between them, 
as it had done m 1813. Marino regarding himself bdependent 
of Bolivar, at last gave orders to his troops to evacuate Barce- 
lona. But hearing that the Spaniards were in march under 
colonel Aldama to attack the place, he encamped not far from 
this city opposite t(^ i^encral Bofivar's entrenched house. 

JVIarino, a second time, left his connnandcr in chief; who 
was weak enough to siilfer it. Bolivar sent various officers to 
pursiiade him to return ; representing to him tlic danger to 
which boili were exposed by acting separately. He always 
answered equivocally. And Bolivar looked for their reunion 
in vam. 

Bolivar was greatly discouraged, feeling himself unable, with 
about 1100 men, to resist the force that was advancing towards 
Barcelona. After die arrest of general Real, Morillo appoint- 
ed colonel Juan de Aldama commander of tlie first division of 
the eastern army, destined to act against Barcelona. This col- 
umn marched on die 2d of April from the environs of Picutu ; 
and on the 5tli, took possession of the town, whilst the patriots 
retired towards the entrenchetl ( liai iiv house. As soon as nvn- 
eral Bolivar saw the enemy approaching, he clandestindv K li 
his post in the night of the 5ih and 6tl] of April, with a few of- 
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ficers and a good guide, all well mounted. He told cobnel 
Pedro Maria Freltes, diat he was going in search of more troopSi 
and would soon return with a strong body of armed men. He 
confided to tiiis colonel the command of the post, during iiis ab- 
sence. He departed as secretly as he could, and directed his 
course to the plains of Cumana, where ho was airain in safety. 

On the Gill, the Spanish commander smninomd colonel 
Freites to surrender ; and offered him honorable roiulitions, 
which he refused, under the expectation ol being soon relievtd 
by general Bolivar. He sent liie messenger back with a neg- 
ative and spirited answer, to the Spanish camp. On the 7th, 
the Spaniards assaulted the Charity house ; and the garrison, 
after a brave defence, were obliged to surrender. Colonel 
Freites, who was wounded in the action, and the intendant, 
Francisco Esteban Kibas, were put in irons ; all the rest, among 
whom wete many foreigners, were butchered. The two pris- 
oners, after receiving the usunl h;irbarous treatment from the 
Spaniards, were transported in irons to Caracas, where they 
were shot. 

Bolivar, here in Barcelona, renewed tiie scent s of 1 ^^12 when] 
he esmjicd from Porto Cabello. A commander of ordinary/ 
skill aud Uiicnt would not have leli iiUU men in a place unfifl 
to shelter them against a serious attack : nor would he have lefA 
tbem with only four days provisions. Nor would a man of m- > 
tegrity, have left his people under the pretext of obtabing aid, j 
which he knew to be out of his power. Yet were all these/ 
diings done by the supreme chief in April, 1817, at Barcelona^/ 

^iuriiio had broken up his camp and retired, leaving Bolivar 
and his countrymen to their fate. Any other commander would 
liave joined and mnrclicd, unitcfl witli them, n2;ninst the com- 
mon enemy. Botli Marino and Bolivar behaved here as tliey 
had done in Cumana. Each of them being; jealous, and ambi- 
tious ot command, ihey both sought their own security in flight 
and b iijcK deserted the interests of tlieir country. 

General Bolivar, by his flight, abandoned one of his aid-de- 
ramps, who was inidated in many secret negociations of bis 
master. I mean lieutenant colonel Charles Chamberlam, a 
native of the island of Jam^dra, w ho had been attached to him 
for several years. On this subject I will copy a page from 
colonel Hippisley's narrative, p. 466» " At the taking of Bar- 
celona, captain Chandjcrlain was with him (Bolivar) in the 
rank of heutenani colonel, with a regiment. Wlien the general- 
in-chief fled from the place, he directed his friend to continue 
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in the conunand, with an assurance that if he held out for throe 
days, ]ie would order a strong; reinfovcempnt up to his relief. 
Chamberlain with dilTicuhy retaim'd it for die period. No re- 
inforcement arrived J and knuumg the crueUies which tlie roy- 
alists would inflict on him, he retired to his quarters, and the 
firing of a pistol was to be the signal for opening the barriers. 
The pistol was fired, and a second ; the barrier was opened ; 
the enemy rushed in, and running to his residence, found that 
the same shots, the sound of w liich gave the token for opening 
the gates, had also given the signal of death to the ill-fated 
Chamberlain and the girl of his heart, whom, to save from 
miseries of the worst extreme, from violation and public expo- 
sure, he had first shot, btlbre he placed tlie second pistol to liIs 
own head. Deprived of the satisfaction cf putting a period to 
tlie existence of the Enclichman and his wife (for a piiest had 
previously united them) the royalist rtjiiiiiiuiider glutted his dis- 
appointment and revenge, by severing the bodies into quarters, 
and publicly exposing tliem on the 'wiUls of the fort." 

Widiout noticing the variance of mj own relatioo from that 
of colonel Hippisley, as to the taking of the Charity house, I 
will only observe, that they coincide respecting the clande^ine 
flight of Bolivar from Barcelona, the promise of a reinlbcce' 
ment at his departure, and the destruction of more ^lan one 
thousand men ! 

As soon as tlie inhabitants of New Grenada heard of the ad- 
vanta[i;es gained l)y the jiatriots over the Sjinniards, they began 
to revolt a<;ainst Uicir oppressors, hi ihe provitiees of Antro- 
chia and Ciioco, various guerillas were formed, who did great 
' damage to the Spaniards and gained advantages. The prov- 
bces of Quito and Papavan, openly revolted, took arms, and 
drove the Sjjaniards out of their territory* The patriot gueril- 
las were so strong and so numerous, that they cut off the com- 
H i inication between Bogota, Carthagena, and Santa Martha. 
The commerce of these places was neariy destroyed. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Conquest of the Provinces of Guayana by General F tar and 
Admiral Brion — Trial and execution of Q^nefol Piar^ 
Bolivar and Marino — Anecdotes, 1817. 

When general Piar heard, in December 1816, that the pro- 
vince of Guayana was confided to cobnel Miguel de La Torre ; 
he resolved to march against him, and take this beautiful pro* 
yince by force of arms. He had heard from several officers, 
and had himself witnessed so cat a want of firmness and cour- 
age in Torre, that be was satisfied his attack vrould not long be 
resisted. This, together wiUi a plan propoeed to general Boli- 
var when at Aux Cayes, confirmed his opinion tliat the enter- 
prise would be brilliant, and useful to the republic. 

The following is tlie plan which was proposed at Aux Cayes. 
General iiolivar received a lonu; letter Iroia colonel Bidot who 
was in the service of the republic in the neighboring [iLnus ; 
stating and explaining a plan fur conquering Venezuela, by 
commencing with Guayana, because that province was rich, af- 
fording great resources, not having suffered by the war ; and 
containing numbers of inhabitants who were secretly opposed to 
the Spaniards ; and would declare for independence, as soon 
as general Bolivar should present himself witli a thousand men. 
He added, that the security of Morillo the Spanish general-in- 
chief was so great, in rei^ard to this country, that he had left a 
small number of troops to defend it, nnd that be wns confident 
Bolivar would sncrpcH, &lc. This letter was mi mediately com- 
municated to a number of us, and we were all in favor of colonel 
Bidot's proposal. Piar, with whom I spoke, was one of the 
wannest approvers of the plan. It must have produced die 
happiest eifect& upon our expediuoii. Bolivar, however, was 
decidedly m iavor of first re-conquering his native country, 
Caracas ; and then, said he, wiU we march ag^st Guayap 
na** lliis childish predilection for Caracas, was extremely 
injurious to the cause of independence in Venezuela ; Guaya- 
na was deprived of Spanish troops, and contained many who 
25 
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were our friends, and were waiting to join us; it had also sup- 
plies for us, of every kind. A sudden attack upon it, could 
scarcely have failed of succeeding. I proposed to general Bo- 
livar to establij^h in St. Thomas de La Angostura, its foriified 
capital, a depot for recruits, because the superior numbers of 
ilie horses, aftbrded a fine resource for tlie formation of a good 
cavtdry ; and its navignhlc rivers, an rn<:y ronnnnnlcation abroad; 
with tlic interior particularly. He pretenod i^oinir to Carupa- 
p;ui(), a village destitute of rtsoiirct^. If liolivur could have got 
rid of his ifcijndicious predilection lor Caracas, an oi)en and ex- 
hausted city, and iiave consented to conquer Cumana, as Mari- 
no had j)ro|)osed, he would not have lost this general and his 
ttoops, which, in Barcelona, in 1817, amounted to 1500 men. 
Nor would he have lost this place, nor (by far the greatest loss) 
1100 'brave men. All these losses, certainly resulted from bis 
predilection for Caracas. We shall see what fatal consequen- 
ces resulted from it in IS 18. 

General Piar, remembering colonel Bidot's letter, confened 
witli general Sedeno, and proposed to liini, to unite their forces, 
and march agaipsl Guayana. Sedeno, active, lunve, and en- 
terprising, approved liighly of Piar'b plan, and jonud liini with 
lOOO Lhmeios, who all had perfect conlidence in Piar's skill 
and i)iavery ; having, lor a long time, fought under his orders. 
He collected about 1000 infantry j and 1000 more cavalry 
under Sedeno, and having overcome the greatest labors and 
hardships, arrived with them, in this fine province the 10th of 
March, 1817. Many volunteers joined him, and supplied his 
wants. 

When genera! Miguel de La Torre, tlic i^ovemor of the pro- 
vince, heard of this sudden irruption, he sallied from the fortified 
city of St. Thomas de La Angostuia, at the head of 2000 cav- 
alry and iidantry, and advanced ninety miles to San Felix. 
Hero lie found Piar and Sedeno, in order of battle, ready to 
receive him. L:i Torre had K ft St. Thomas unprovided with 
any means of defence or supply, and, subaltern-like, had taken 
2000 chosen men, 90 miles from their garrison, and exposed 
himself to be cut off. La Torre, who was in no respect to be 
compared with the . mulatto general, as he had called Fiar, owed 
his promotion entirely to his flattery and adulation of his mafl<* 
ter and benefactor, general Don Pablo Morillo. This will not 
be doubted when it is known that after La Torre had lost 
Guayana, as is said, by his cowardice and his wrong measures, 
he was promoted^ by MonllO) to the rank of brigadier general; 
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wliilst Real, Morales and nthors, were arrested and ptmislied, 
for not liavino: tnkrn Haicolona. Such partiality suiely proves 
the existence of .some exlraordiuary and secret catise. So it 
was, ihui Morillo appointed this same de La Torre as liis suc- 
cessor in the command of tfie army, and in consequence of it, 
lost the royal cause upon the Main. 

The attack was commenced at San Felix, by fieutenant 
colonel Zeuetti, during which, as I have been assured by some 
who were present, colonel de La Torre, though at a good dis- 
tance from the fire, trembled so much as to excite the laiiudi of 
some of his own officers, at his poshion on horseback. As the 
action proceeded, Zcuetti's example of at ti\ ity and courage, 
became more and more eniispieuous. Uui l^a Torre, seeing 
how bravely the h;ittlu was luught by the miserable imvrgentSy 
as he was pleased lu call the patriots, instead of animntinc his 
soldiers by advancing to the eiiarge, turned his horse in a cun- 
irary direction to lliat from whence the balls were flying, and 
galloped off with some officers, and about 40 men* They 
directed their course for the fortress of La Angostura ; and were 
a.mong the first who brought news of their defeat to the garrison. 
When La Torre's conduct became known to his officers they 
despised him ; and attributed the loss of the battle to his cow- 
ardice. But knowing Morillo's partiality lor him, they did not 
dare to speak out against him. 

In spite of La Torre's decamping, Zeuetii and liis ti oops 
fought bravely, during more than two hours ; when at last, > jine 
soldiers learned the lliirht of their trnvernor. This news was 
soon Luianiunicated to others. Ciiowing discouraiied, they de- 
fended tlieraselvcs less bravely, and were nearly all killed. 

Of the 3000 men, about 100 escaped. All the rest were 
fallen or kiUcd Piar ordered all the prisoners to be shot ; and 
among them the brave colonel Zeuetti. He was commandant 
of Angostura, and was an officer of the Spanish body guard; 
a man of talents and of a liberal mind. This is satisfactorily 
proved by his having been an aid-de-camp of Louis Lasey, 
captain-general in Catalonia, who was arrested by Ferdinand, 
and butchered, on coming ashore near [*alma, the capital of the - 
island of Majorca. Who knows not tlit* fate of Lasey and J*or- 
tia ? Who can trust a sovereign capable of tlius seating his 
bravest sohiiers ? 

The bailie of San Felix decided the faie uf ^Angostura ajid 
the province of Guayana. The road was now open for Piar 
and Sedeno, wlio approached the capital, at half musket shot 
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from its walls. The pauiots entreoched themselves, so as to 
be protected agaiost the guns of the fortress, but, having no ar- 
tillery, they eould not bombard it. The ancient commander 
of the place, Mr. Fitzgerald, had been arrested, sent to Cara- 
cas, and tried for treason ; but was honorably acquitted, and 
restored to the command of the fortress. He was a skilful of- 
ficer, but severe and cruel. He condemned many of his sol- 
diers to he shot, upon slight suspicion of treason, which alienat- 
ed from inm the greatest part of the garrison. 

General Piar made various aiicmpts to take the place by 
surprise, but was repulsed by the vigilance and braver) ut Fitz- 
gerald J so tliat he was driven to blockade it. The city of 
Angostura b small, the streets dirty, and the houses of a com- 
mon size, neither handsome nor well constructed. The city 
lies close by the river Orinoco, pardy upon the flat adjoining 
the river, and partly upon a hill, which affords a fine prospect 
over the beautiful river Orinoco and its rich plains. From the 
mouth of the Orinoco toward tlie interior, Angostura is the on- 
ly port for 80 leagues. It was badly fortified ; and contains 
about nOO houses. General Piar blockaded it ^ closely that 
nolhitig could j)nss either way. Colonel de La Torre having 
left the fortress unprovided, the garrison and inhabitants were 
compelled to live upon horses, muics, Uc. The srovcrnor, 
Fitzgerald hinisclf, paid three dollars for a cat. During the 
siege of Carthagena by Morillo, in 1815, a cat was sold for 
eight dollars, and a dog, from axt^en to twenir dollars ! Veiy 
many inhabitants and soldiers died for want of food, and more 
than 1500 women and children embarked, to avoid certain 
death. But no roan was allowed to absent himself. Not^vith- 
standing this misery, Fitzgerald maintained his post, while the 
governor of the pro\incc, who should have been the la^-t man 
to depart, deserted his post, and took shelter in the island of 
Grenada. I am assured, that on all occasions where damrer 
awaited him, he betrayed Ins cowardice ; insomuch, that when 
any one in danger appeared uncummonly disturbed, tlie Span- 
ish officers would say, " He has a paroxysm of Miguel de La 
. Torre's fever." 

Adnural Brion arrived from Margarita at the mouth of the 
river Orinoco, with his squadron, and contributed powerfully to 
the conquest of Guayana, by forcing the passage of the river, 
which was defended by a numerous flotilla of Spanish armed 
vessels. Cap!ain Devouiile, tlie same who distinguished him- 
self before oarcefona, with seven gun boats, forced the pas- 
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sage, and destroyed about 20 Spanish vessels oi every descrip- 
tioo ; and took many others. 

As soon as governor Fitzgerald received the news of the to- 
tal destruction of Yos squadron, he saw that aJl hope of dread- 
ing the city any longer, must be given up. Considerbp the 
sangiunary character of Piar, he did not dare to trust to capttula- 
tioii. He divided tlie small remains of his garrison among di£fer^ 
ent boats and departed with them in the ni^t; He ariived^ 
without any loss, at the island of Grenada. 

The 18tli of July, 1-^17, general Piar entered the cily of 
Antrostura. He found iviaiiy dead, and many sick, for wnnt of 
food. £ven his troops were struck with horror at the sight of 
such misery. 

The city of old Guayana was evacuated the 30th of August, 
and the whole province united to Venezuela. In both cities, the 
Spaniards left large stores of merchandise and of war, and more 
than a thousand prisoners, among whom were the bishop, the 
clergy, many officers and other persons of rank and distinction, 
who vi re respected and well treated. 

Tills brilliant and eventful conquest was effected without the 
knowledge or the order of general Bolivar. It was owing en- 
tirely to the conrMie and exertions of two foreigners, Brion and 
Piar. It resulted in vnst ndvanin^rs to the republic. And 
what was their recompense? The lornicr died poor and brok- 
en-hearted in Curiaco ^ the latter was shot by order of the su- 
preme chief. 

• This latter had lost much of his influence by his desertion 
from the battle field at Ocumare. And it had cost all the great 
exertions of admiral Brion to efiect his recal to the Main. 
General Piar was strongly opposed to his recal, and spoke pub- 
licly against him, when Bolivar resumed his former title of su- 

freme chief, and proclaimed martial law. After his flight from 
Barcelona, he was so retired in the plains, that nobody could 
know wnth certainty what had become of him. The greatest 
number of the patriot chieftains were averse to Bolivar's assum- 
iiii ihe supreme power, and neglecting the calimg of a Con- 
gics.s. His wannest friends, Francisco Antonio Zea, the for- 
mer members of Congress, and Jose Brion .inioiig others, had 
constantly, but in vain, admonished him to keep his word. 
They thought his absence, therefore, a convenient time to con- 
vene a Congress, and that the measure would he best for the 
republic. Brion spoke to Zea, and he to Marino and Aris- 
mendy» and they thought the moment j»opttious. Marino, hav- 
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ine;, at Uiat inue, (May 1817) established Li^ licad quariers ai 
Curiaro, llio bill of Alay was fi\cfl on, to assemble in the cathe- 
dral church, a Junta, composed of the mo.st respectable inhabi- 
tants of Venezuela, which followed the troops, amoDg whom 
were many members of the 6r8t €k>ngress of Caracas. This 
assembly w ntimcrously attended. Admiral Lotiis Brioo, the 
inteDdaiit Zea, Juse Cortes Madaniaga, !)• ! o r known under the 
name of the Canonicus of Chili, addressed tlie assembly, show- 
ins; die necessity and urgency of establishing a Congress. Tlie 
addresses nindf tn t!m assemblv, were received with unanimon^ 
approfitiiioi). (Joiiiiress was rc-e>lal)li'-lie(l, an(l tfie ritj/tus 
I''r.iiiri-( o Xavier -Maiz, Fropc. Alrala. Diejro \ n;. iiilhi, I >jeso 
Alt uki, Alatiurl G. ZaLa, 1 iuiic lic I'atiia i\o\ a>, L). li. Lr- 
banija, and Man. ^lancyco, were proclaimed members of this 
congress. This election was provisional, in order to dve time 
to convoke all the members of the first congress. This body 
was to be legally constituted by the regular elections of the 
peoi)lc. 

The executive was entrusted to Sirnnn Bolivar, Francisco 
del Toro and Franc. Xavier Maiz. The name of die first was 
kept for fear he mitzht appear and disapprove the prort r rlin^s 
entirely. (Snnie doubt<Ml t)ip p\i-T«Mir(> of the «;iipr«'iiu' rljit f.) 
lJut the ri}i!(l ( hnnijes ol tlir w .w, tin- imjKisMbihiv ol tji)*!- 
ine; a sate place of njetiiu^, pi t v< nt( <1 their assembling, and 
after some months fruiUess endeavors lo that etVect, concress 
was obliged to di:>solvc and leave the Uirce powers in the hands 
of general Bolivar. 

The idea of convoking this congress, is generally attributed 
to Brion and Zea, who, though much attached to j^oUvar, saw 
with great pain the powers united in a man s<^ incapable of 
exercising power judiciously, and who so often abused it. 

Hidden as he was in the plains of Cumana, Ik)livar could 
know nnthinir f»f these procerMlin j- toward havinj!: a congress. 
As <oi)n, Jiov\uver, as he learu' il what ua« done, he fell into a 
viok Ml j>;i-^ion, and not only annuiled the |iroreedin^s. but per- 
secuUid ilie members appointed, esj>ecialK die C uiiouicus of 
CliiU, against whom liis hatred seemed more particularly di- 
rected. Brion and Zea, who best knew Ids vindictive char* 
acter, hastened to a[)peasc him, by a ])rom])t submission, and 
by assuring bun of their belief that he had been kiUed, and of 
the necessity of complyint; with the general wish of the inhabit- 
ants, aiu! the old members of congress, to establish a govern- 
ment. Bolivar appeared satisfied, but from that time he treat- 
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ed ihem both with !• coiirKloiK ami Brion, nftrrwards, at 
Savauilla, wiili li:u-liiit >-, a- I wilt rolnto in ilii' proper plare. 
He could iJut enduie Maiiuu, who vvus iuiplicaicd iit llit: liial 
ol general Piar, and would certainly have sufiercd, had he not 
saved himself by a timely flight. 

General Pae^, in two brilliant actions, with two thousand 
Llaneros, routed the Spaniards once at Guayabal, where gen* 
eral Calzada had united 3000 men, and the second tim-; at 
CalabosK), where Morillo himself commanded, and having lost 
notirlr all his forces, retreated precipitately towards V^ilcncia, 
where he arrivod with about men, tlir* rnnnins of 2500. 
The«e two v ictories of <reiu'ral Pile/, iii Nv hicb he de-^trovod, 
woundeil, took ;uhI dispersed, about 0000 of Morillu's best 
troops, niad« hitii the terror of thf* Sjianiards. Tlu y were 
discouraged, and treated for the evacu iliun oi Caracas and La- 
guira, tliat ihey might retire into tlie strong place of Porto Ca- 
bello. But Morillo, very unexpectedly, received news of the 
arrival of thirty transports, bringing him 3000 men, and a large 
quanti^ of arms, ammunition, He came, himself, in the 
beginning of June, to Cumana, where they had arrived, and 
after some days rest, imited them with the rest of his troops, 
and marched a<;ainsl Marino, who had not moved from Curiaco. 
He attacked and rontr d him, and taking possession of Cuniana- 
coa an(i C ariipanu, left garrisons in all these places and 
returned to (,'iiiiiana. 

Jnsieiid of pi\ j)»u ing to niaicb against Paez, Morillo ordered 
the embarkation into the transports of about 4000 men, lately 
come from Spain, under the escort of various armed vessels of 
war, in which he, and a great many staff officers embarked. 
This new expedition was directed against the island of Mar- 
garita ; and m passing the island of Coche, took in the troops 
assembled there under the orders of colonel Aldama. 

MoriUo could never forget die loss of 3000 men, on his first 
coming from Cadiz, in 1815, when he tlionulit it would be an 
easy task to suhject this small rocky island full of bushy hills, 
where Arisineiuiy fouL^ht with bravery and skill. Morales also 
had been beaten before; so that both Spanish chieftains were 
extremely bitter against these islanders. Before embarking, 
IVIorillo was heard to declare, " diat now he would exterminate 
them with fire and sword !" 

The inhabitants of Margarita have done more for the inde- 
pendence of Venezuela, than those of any other province. 
They now destroyed an army of 4000, and after various inci- 
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dents, in about a montli's continual fighting, succeeded in driiiiig 
ihcia out of tlie island. 

The furtlier particulaib of these three expeditions, will be 
given, when I come to treat, in a separate article, of genera) 
Arismendy. 

Morillo» having lost nearly the whole of his 4000 men, in 
this bloody campaign, of aliout two months, after havbg burnt 
and destroyed all tlie houses, farms, trees and cultivation^ 
wherever he passed in his retreat, to Juan Griegp, where he 

had left his vessels, and having murdered every one that came 
in his way, man, womnn and child — his cruelty and ra2:e was 
not satiated. He ordci cil all those jNIargaritans, who bad fought 
steadily under his banners ; not excepting tliose who, in his 
exj)cdiiion, in 1815, had presented tliemselves under his gen- 
eral promise of Au^.nesty, to be put to death. They were all 
murdered by his express order. Such are the deeds of IMn 
Pablo Morillo, the Pacificator of America, who will be long re- 
membered by the brave bhabitants of Margarita. 

At the end of August, Morilb arrived in the city of Caracas, 
in such ill humor that, for several days, he refused to see anv 
one. The reflection that in two months time, and under sucn 
critical circumstances, he had lost so many men, reduced him 
to the condition nf a madman, lie could discovrT nfMhing to 
be done for the support of the royal cause uj on tlie jMain. 
During his absence, Paez had beaten the Spani h ernerals, 
Calzada and Correo, not far from the city of San 1\ ruaivdu ile 
Apure. The want of provisions and money, bad pFoduced 
sickness and desertion. The patriots invested the province of 
Barinas and took possession of its capital, and of the city of 
Guanare, (August 14th,) where they found large Mores of 
English dry goods, and, to fill the cup of sorrow, came the 
new s of the total loss of the rich province of Guayana, which 
had supplied him with quantities of money, goods, provisions, 
&c. ft was scarcely any alleviation, that colonel Ximencs bad 
attnrked and beaten general San .!nc;o Mnrino. the 27lIi of 
Aiiiiiist, and taken the city of Guiria horn liini by assault, from 
whicii he fled headlong. The Spaniards murdered men, wo- 
men and children, after having committed the most shocking 
cruelties. 

In these critical circumstances, Morillo, on the SSd Septem* 
ber 1817, published at Caracas, with great flolemnities, a gen* 
eral amnesty for all who had taken an active part in the patri-» 
otic may. He was stupid enough to believe thatlfab amoeBtj* 
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sjrantod under the express coiulition of " returning undor the 
Spanish domination," would make a deep impression upon 
the minds of the Americans. But he ought to have been dis- 
couraged bv the consideration that tlie Venc/uelans liad been jj 
but too well acquiiinlcd with liie chaiacter oi the Spanish ciiiel- ( 
tains, and particularij with the duplicity, despotism and cruelty 
of Morilb himself. No one confided m hb promises. 

While he was occupied with his expedition against Marga 
rita, the patriots eio Im^y in exploring the province of Guay*- ^ 
ana, where they found large supplies of every thing ; this pro* 
vinco havin*; never sufTered bv aiiv invasion durlna; this civil 
war. vVs .s(U)ii as lk)!ivar heard ot this conquest, ellected l)y ^ 
l^iar and Urion, two foreigners, his jealousy arose to a high 
pitch, but lie dissembled it, and hastened lo An^osiina. He 
received general Piar most graciously, who naturally of a cold 
and dry cliaracter, received his coniplimeuls with an aii- of pride 
and disdain, which made a very bad impresaon upon the vain 
and haughi \^ mind of the supreme chief. Piar feeling his own 
superiority in point of military skill and courage, had for sev* 
era! years shown an aversit i • general Bolivar. He was ad- 
vanced to be major general, when Marino was the colleague 
and rival of Bolivar, during his diclatorsiiip of the eastern pro- 
vinces of Venezuela, in 1813-14. 

Marino, who is of a lively and amiable character, but has 
neither firmness or talents, found in Piar the man he stood in 
need of, and soon advan< ed him to the rank of major general, 
and wa,s his devoted friend and second. Piar left himself un- 
der no obligations to Holivar, whom he knew to be his inferior, 
' and at Angostura, jmaing himself on an equal footing, felt not 
much flattered by the compliments paid him. He was well 
aware too, that they were insincere. 

Bolivar was busily employed at Angostura, upon his favorite 
j)lan of delivering the cajiliaj and province of Caracas. He 
therefore formed a j)lan of a campaign against tlie SjK'uiards In 

that province. He' ^cut general liertniides, wiili 100 men, who ' 
departed the 2.Jih September, with an order tf) unit(^ with tlie "i 
division of Zarasa, w hom lie found at C'hagnaramas. , J 

Admiral Brion, (bivoied to the .-ii[)!('uu? chief, and anxious M 
llial he should forget die proceedings relative to a congress, 
was busily employed in overseeing construction of a num- 
ber of gun boats, to protect the river Orinoco, and facilitate 
the transportation and free intercourse between the inhabitants 

36 ' H 
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of Angostura and foreign places. These gun boats were well 
manned and sent in perfect order. 

Bermudes, after having Joined Zarasa, who, with 2000 
horse, (Llaoeros,) occupied Caburto and the advanced posts, 
and were extended as far as £1 Ractro, on one, and St. Se- 
bastian, on the other side* Bermudes marched towards Cala- 
bozo and San Carlos, where he united with general Paea* 
Greneral Monagas was ordered to take possession of Barcelona. 
The Fnpremc chief collected a strong hody of recruits in the 
province of Guayana, with which he intended to net in con- 
cert witli all the«^e forces, against Caracas, an open and 
defenceless eity, instead of directins: ihcm against Cumana, 
which llie Spaniards had fortified, ai»d against Porto Cabello ; 
both of these being seaports, and affording the enemy a strong 
central place, whence he might be supplied, and carry the war 
from east to west, throughout Venezuela. Whereas Caracas 
is neither a fortress or a sea port. But representations against 
his favnrit(> plan, were made in vain. He persisted in his par- 
tiality for Caracas. Pie w as SO certain of soon being in pos- 
session of it, that he said pnhh'cly, " the colors of the repubUc 
shall be l]oi=tcd very soon npon the tower of the rntliedral of 
this capital.'' In tliis conviction, he puM'-^lieci tlie lollowing 
proclanintioti, directed to the iuiiabitants oi liie valley of Tuy : 

" Cai a'iuins ! tiie precious nionieiit decreed by divine pro- 
vidence, lor the total ( \])ul.-ion oftlie Spanish government, Irorn 
the territory of Venezuela, has at kit arrived. The arms of 
the Utpublic have triumphed every where. We have been 
constantly victorious, from tlie plains of Casanare to the mouth 
of the river Orinoco. Twenty glorious actions have consoli- 
dated the fate of Venezuela. All the famous chieftains which 
Spain has sent to subject us, have been beaten by our troops, 
except Morillo, who avoids tlie battle which we seek him to 
offer. Five thousand men protect this rich province, (Guaja- 
nn.) fnc iliousand others, under Gen. Marino, are rendy to 
niareb aLraiust CumRna, ned to deliver it! Thousands of brave 
inhabiianis of Maim in, commanded by Gen. Koxas, are ready 
to leceive the Spaniards, if they sbonld attack that city. The 
intrepid Gen. Munasrns harrasse^ ihcni with his brigade near 
Barcelona. The brave brigade commanded by the worthy 
Gen. Zarasa, two thousand men strong, marched through the 
pbins of Caracas, to deliver its inhabitants subdued bv force. 
The army of Gen. Paez which reminda us of the defetis of 
Caheada, Morillo, Gonin, Lopez, Ramos, Reyes, Gongaha, and 
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a great many more, is four thousand iiioii strona;. He has 
spread the sparks ol liberty over a great part ol i\e\v Gn iracla. 
Caraguins ! having delivered Guayana, 1 re-cross the river 
Orinoco, and will be soon in the midst of vour capital 
with such a fonnidable arnay as has never existed in Venezu- 
ela. The forces of Morillo were reduced to nothinfi;. The 
miserable rLliiil.rc'jnuint which Capine \\-\s brought him lately 
from Spaio, (ihe tliree thousand armed from Cumana,) is not 
sufficient to take the fort of Pampatic, in the immortal Marga- 
rita. — Carasnins ! despise the powrr nf {h" Spaniards } as 
Ion ^ as we are iinitffl we will reinaiii invincible 1 
Head-quarters of Guavana, July 1st, 1SJ6. 

(Si-ned) SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Here is a new inst ance ofliohvar's decciifnl jjiorlainntions : 
1st. He savs thai " twenty clorious action^ have eun^olidated 
the fate of Venezuela." It is notorious that, iVf >m the day of his 
re-entering upon the territory of Venezuela, (.jl?.t December 
1816,) there had been fought no other glorious action, but the 
two gained by general Paez over Aldama and Morillo, by gen- 
eral Piar over De La Torre, and by colonel Gomez, in Marga- 
rita, over INTorillo ; making in all, four. Perhaps the supreme 
chief includes those which passed at Barcelona under his com- 
mand and alter his flight, or those of Curiaco, Guiria, &c. under 
Alorillo's rommnnd. 

^d. }le accuses Morillo of avoiding the batdes which he says 
toe seek, k.c. 

3d. These many thousands, to come near the truth, must 
be reduced, at least, one third ; and the remainder forming his 
powerful army, were badly clothed recruits, collected in haste, 
and without organizaticHk or instruction. The reader will re- 
collect what I have said In another place, (chapter xiii.) as to 
the instrucdon and formation of diese amUei. 

4th, The army of general Paez, which reminds us of the 
defeats of Calzada, Morillo, Cionin, Lopez, Ramos, Reyes, 
Gongona, and many others. This high sounding collection of 
namp'j. enn (h'ceivc none, but those at n fiistnnee from the seat 
of wai , ;inil have no ntlicr means of inforiiiation hut these pro- 
clamations. The victories gained over Cal/.ada and Morillo 
would be truly described, by saying that ilieir nntagonist, in a 
regular combat, gained the advantage. Ali die rest were 
skirmishes, vvitli small bodies of armed men, known under the 
appellation of Guerillas, and among tliem, some Indian chiefs, 
as is Reyes, who came over to the patriots, after having three 
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or four limes changed liis colors, between the contending par- 
ties. He had some sixty or an hundred naked and half anned 
Indians, that committed great devastation wherever thej came. 
The hands of GueriUas were a little better. Some might have 

1 50 or 200 men, who fled ordinarily, at the first serious attack* 
Such was the character of the Spanish chieftains whose names 

are here so pompously enumerated. 

5tli. But the following cunning phrase afTords the best ex- 
ample of his duplicity : " Caraguins I having delivered Guay- 
ana, / recrossed tlie river Orinoco." By this certainly he 
means to l)e iiiuler^tood, that he, general Bolivar, Ijad (ieliver- 
ed Guayaua. Wiien, in fact, he was about a thousand miles 



plains of Cumana, after his flight from Barceboa. 

In bis proclamation he names nearly all the chieftains in 
Venezuela, and gives them, or their corps, flattering epithets. 
He speaks of having delivered Guayana, and says not a word 
of admiral Brion or general Piar, the actual deliverers. These 
two were foreis;ners, and if he had iiKMiitnned ihcir names he 
vo\\h\ not have avoided the mention ol iheir e;lorions actions, 
and their conquest of Giiavana. All the rest were natives. If 
he had not used this mode of expression luu, he could not have 
used the grand phrase, " recrossed tJic Orinoco,^* 

Tliis omission of mentioning tlie names of Briou and Piar, 
in a proclamation of which lar the most important topic was 
the delivery of Guayana, shocked them hoth } and Piar ex- 
pressed tlie bitterness of his feelings in a most sarcastic man- 
ner. Hb expressions were reported to the supreme chief, 
whose vanity was deeply piqued. But he dissembled as usual, 
and received Piar with the same exterior marks of kindness 
and regard as before. 

General Bolivar was now advised to form a government, and 
to >]]<n\' that he sincerely wished for a republican form, and a 
di\ ision ol the powers. Bnl he had threat ohjeetions to calling 
a congress, preicntimg Uiat there would be great dillicuhy in 
convening the members during the war, and he named in its 
place a " Supreme CouncU of the Aolion." 

Bolivar was charged exclusively with the executive, under 
the name of President Supreme Chief. Tliis council was di- 
vided into two sections; in one, the poll (irfd section^ (scctionc 
politice,) Antonio Francisco Zea presided ; in the 2d, Uie 
militnnj srrfion^ Louis Brion presided. Bolivar was well 
aware of the submission of boUi presidents to his wi&bes, .so 
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thfii ho again eiiectuaily united in !iirn^r]f nil the power- of ^ov- 
r I iiriu nt. Nothing could b^^ (I mk wiiuout his sanction. In his 
aL^sijiice, messengers were cuiiLiini ilK on the road between An- 
gostura and his head quarters, wiih papers to sign, icluiive to 
ooe or 'o&er depai'tmeui, that of Zeu or of Briou. This un- 
cooMBod power tad iDflueDce of Bolivar, was said to be the 
principal cause of Piar's coodemnattoii. 

I HHNl here relate this too famous trial, which excited a great 
scttsatioii at the time. The secret causes of which are not 
knowiii as they ought to be, for they are characteristic traits In- 
the life of the Liberator of Colombia. 

Manuel Piar was born in 17?»\ at the Dutch island of Cura- 
C510. He was a man of color, and his parents wvtp ponr, and 
lut/ut. (1 for their subsistence. They neverthelesb bv\<\ liiin to 
schuul, where he learned reading, writujg and the eluii^^iiia of 
arithmetic ; and uoihing more. He was averse to close appli- 
catioi^ and never would consent to be a mechanic, wliich was 
too degrading for his vain and proud temper. At the age of 
fifteen, he passed over to the Spanish Main and remained there 
a kwg time befiDre the revolution of Caracas, being in one place 
and another, without any fixed or ste: i ! y occupation. I !e came 
to Curacao, where he married a colored woman, who brought 
him a small fortune. Hut his restless and ambuious temper did 
not ^uWf'T }!Tm long to remain in Curacao, where his color and 
exti ;i< ti< 11, ktpt iiim from aspiring to rank and fortune. He 
tia\rlir(l nvr-r y>;irt of the Antilles islands in search of business 
and luj luiic, uuiil the time of the revolution in Caracas. He 
had left his wife and children at Curacao in the greatest mise- 
ry, while he lived with a young- and handsome gu l, whom he 
seduced; and whom he supported on the Main, with her pa- 
tents^ in a splendid manner. This family were white and of 
good extraction. It i i fact that, during our stay at Carupano, 
lie established tliem in a large store taken from the fiimiheswho 
had fled at the approach of Bolivar's expeditionary army in 
] u ] ^Vhile he lived in great abundance, he sent not the ]ea«t 
support 10 his wife and children. 

At fhe beginnins: of the revolution flPlO) nt Cnracas, Piar 
tuiiiiii' jirod his military career u.h a iiuii-cunjii}i- ioncd oflicer. 
Miraada had, as I have mentioned, a great prediltcuon for.for- 
eigQcis who had served ; and preferred tliem, as oflicers, to his 
own coimtr^en, sa) ing, that the latter should learn to obey, 
beibre thev could he fit to command. He saw in Piar, an am- 
bitious and courageous young man, and advanced him^ by de- 
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grees, to tlie rank of colonel j wliilst Piar, day and night, stud- 
ied military tactics. He distinguished himself on tbe 6eld of 
battle, acquiring by practice, what was wanting in theory. His 
coobess in the hottest fire, Jiis quickness in discerning the fauhs 
of his enemy, and his personal bravery, gained him the confi- 
dence of ins subalterns, whom he inspired, by his example, 
with fire, and a confidence of certain success. He owed liis 
rapid advancement to merit, and not to any intrigue, wliicii lie 
always despised. He advanced thus to the rank of major gen- 
eral, under tlie dirtatorshij) of Maiino, in KS13. Marino hnv- 
ing in 1812, passed to the island of Trinidad, carne soon after- 
wards, back to Cumana, where he formed a small corps of 
young men, and named himself dictator of the provinces of Cu- 
mana aud Barcelona, as I have related. Piar joined him vefy 
8rw>n ; and being acquainted with the active part Bolivar had 
taken in the arrest of general Miranda; for whom Piar felt tbe 
greatest veneration ; be detested Bolivar for this act of cruelty 
and treachery ngainst a defcncelees old man. This was the 
first cause of Marino's defection from Bolivar ; Piar having 
gained a complete ascendancy over the weak mind of Marino, 
so that Marino could do nothing without Piar. It was Marino 
who persuaded Piar to join Bolivar at An\ Cayes, wliere they 
lived Hke brothers ; and were called by Bolivar, ilie insepara- 
bles. Bolivar at that time spoke to me of Piar as a very dan- 
gerous roan, who hated all whites, and saw with great anxiety, 
Marino*s intimacy wi»h him. Brion hated Piar, and in speak* 
ing to me of lum, used to say, <*that mulatto of a general, Piar, 
is a great plunderer and vagabond." 

Piar, however, was the ablest commander of them all; and 
very far superior to Bolivar, not only in personal bravery, but 
in knowledge, of military tactics, and operations. He was so 
" beloved by his subalterns, that foreigners pnrtirularly, preferred 
genera! l^iar as a leader, to any of the oilier chieftains. He 
was cold in liis manner, but plain ; and altenlive to each one of 
them, ti eating them kindly, and taking; the greatest rare of 
their general welfare. But his discipline was rigorous ; and he 
never overlooked a fault committed under arms ; not even the 
slightest. His cold, reserved, and often sullen manner, inspir- 
ed them with respect and fear ; his personal bravery and skill, 
with courage and confidence. He constandy supported the 
cause of independence in Venezuela, and many times success- 
fully in 1813 and M4. When the two dictators fled, Piar re- 
mamed and fought with good success agw^st the Spaniards. 



Digitized by Google 



NSMOtRB or BOLIVAR. 



207 



The chieftains, and particularly Boves, feared him and Paez, 
more than any oilier. He was successful in Barinasand Ma- 
turin, and lastly, we have seen that tlie conquest of Gnnvana 
was conceived and executed by him ; and this conqucai had, 
undoubtedly, tiiu most iavorublc eliecl upon the welfare^ of 
Colombia. 

Piar was proud of his personal merits, and a firm and warm 
firiend of liberty and the republican form of government. He 
had rough and harsh manners, the natural consequences of a 
neglected education, and of a life led in camps. He was nei* 
ther a flatterer nor a courtier. He was greatly attached to 
general Marino, who had distinguished and advanced him. 
Marino's soft and weak mind seemed always to need Piar, who 
at last turned and directed every thing of any importance that 
Marino transacted. 

Piar, in speakini^ of ])oli^ ir, often said, that he was a cow- 
ard, and an ignoramus in aiaiLuiy operations; liiaihc deserved 
no conmiand, because he absconded when his presence was 
most needed at the head of his army that, indeed, he never 
had been at the head of his army ; that he had never seen him 
at the head of a corps, char^g the enemy, and deciding the 
victory ; that, therefore, it happened that Paez had gained so 
many actions, when left to himself; that the actions of Bolivar 
were gained by others, and not by himself, for that he ahvavs 
took c;u e to keep himself at a re sjirctliil distance from the sliot ; 
that in his proclamations he appears to be at the head of his 
troops ; and lately would appear to have liberated Guayana, 
whilst lie had absconded to the plains of Cumana ; and that he 
most ridiculously and contemptibly imitated Napoleon. 

When Bolivar arrived at Angostura, these words of Piar were 
officiously reported to him. But hb feelings were more hurt, by 
his seeing that he was no longer the object of so much respect 
as he had formerly received wherever he went. He saw him- 
self in a measure deserted, and even despised by those who 
were acquainted with his last flight from Barcelona, by which 
he caused the miserable fate of a tlmnsand men. Piar, who 
was then governor of the j)rovince, commanded of course ; and 
made himself many friends by his bravery ; and also by his 
cordial attention to every one. His house was constantly filled 
with strangers, and his evening [)arues were much more bril- 
liant than those of the supreme chief. This was very natural, 
for general Piar did the honors of his house perfectly well. 
He was attentive to every one, and at his house the gnests were 
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iiiucli more at their ease, than in the evening parties of the sii- 
))ri'me chief, where a rertnin etiquette was observed ; and where 
any luaii ul sense and lionor wuii bufe tu he disgusted by wit- 
nessing the vile flatteries of such persons as Charles Soublettc, 
An^iotigui and others. 

Some biting sarcasms which escaped Piar, in full company, 
were the signS for hb destruction* 

At that time many men of color were in the service of the 
patriots ; and particularly in the division commanded by Piar. 
Many foreigners, good military men, said loudly that general 
Piar was superior to Bolivar in every thing relating to military 
alFair?, ofwliich the lalf- r v, n< quite i'lnoraiit, rind that they pre- 
ferred to serve with l^iar, ratfier than under tiie orders of llie 
supreme chief. Admiral Briori hated Piar, and, I lament to 
say, contributed trreatly to his destruction. He advised to his 
arrest and inal before a coui t martial. Wlien BoHvar, fearing 
the consequences, hesitated long, to take any vigorous measure ; 
it was Brion undoubtedly, who decided him to arrest Piar. 
This fact has been affirmed to me by more than twenty persons 
of rank and credit. Among other words agamst Piar, they 
heard him say the following. The question arose who would 
be named president of the court ninrtial ; nnd Brion being told 
that he probably would be named, said, " If I siioiild be named 
the president of that court martial, I would accept it uiuier one 
conditif^n, vh. that the court martial condemn Piar to cajiital 
punishment ; he is a nudatto, a vagabond, a man of the lowest 
class, dangerous and niibchievous to all u liites," &c. Tliese 
persons assured me that Brion, that evcnmg, behaved like a 
madman; and that he had expressed himself in the same man- 
ner before. With respect to morali^, Pier's character was 
equivocal. He was known to be over fond of money; and to 
raise it as he could. He raised by exactions, a great deal at 
Angostura ; and converted the whole into doubloons. He lov- 
ed luxury of every sort, and was vain and ambitious. 

Whr-n his friends informed him that Brion had advised gen- 
eral Bolivar to arrest and trv hitn before a cotfrt mnrtial, as a 
colored man who conspired a^iain"-! the whites, and sonzht to 
overturn the existing ^o\ enimeiii ; but that the latter liad not 
yet decided to follow die advice, fearing the consequences of 
such an arrest, Piar lost his presence of mind and his usual 
bravery. He was conscious of what he had said against Boli* 
var, and knew that Brion was his enemy. In fear of their unit- 
ed power, he took the worst course a man of his standing, and 
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in his circumstnnccs, could t:il\e. Instead of consulting his 
friends and adfiorciits, and snl)n)i!lin2; to thorn liis fritiral situa- 
tion, and forniiirj; a powerlnl p-irty lo :5np|i()rt hiiii in c;ise ot ne- 
cessity, in the fii '-t phire ; and then deniandiii.: ;in explanniion 
of the stiprcuiu chiv f, and of Brion also, he look all his gold, 
and departed clandeslincly in the night, foliuuini^ the bank of 
the Orinoco, id search of the means of embarking on board 
some vessel in which he could teare the country. Bolivar had 
suiTOunded him with spies, and.was soon informed of his es- 
cape. He ordered s^eneral Sedeno to take a strong body of 
cavalry and pursue him, arrest l)im» and bring him back to the 
city. Some are confident that Sedeno received a secret order 
to kill him wherever ho could find him ; but this is not cerinin, 
though S^dono nrtfTunnls told som«' of liis fripiKls that lie had 
rerelv rfl siicii un oi (kw. liiii it is certain that Si'deno, with his 
t' o ip., overlook liiin ahoiii >i\ niilrs from An<j:o<tin'a, and forced 
liiiii 10 return. On arriving at ilie city, he vvai> ptit in llie pub- 
lic prison, where tlie guard was reinforced, many palroles were 
walking the streets with orders to disperse any groups that 
might assemble to release Piar from prison. But as he had 
communicated his plan to no one, all his friends were astonish* 
ed at the news of his arrest, and utterly unprepared to defend 
him, otherwise it umdd have been easy for general Piar to as- 
semble a respectable force a2;ainst any attempt upon his liberty. 

Th'' supreme f b>i f wrrs hiirhly pleased with Sedono's re|)ort 
that iie had put Piiir into the prison. General Bolivar took no 
rest during the whole ni^ht, fearing some accident mi^rht happen 
to liimself ; he df)uhled his snards, and ordered hia blrons: body 
guard to be ready at liie lir.->i call. Brion, deeply interested 
for the welfare of Bolivar, to whom he had entrusted his large 
fortune, advised him to strike a decicive blow and to condemn 
Piar, in order, as he said, to frighten Marino, Arbmendy, and 
others, who were secretly opposed to the usurped power of 
the supreme chief, and in favor of convening a Congress, that 
by this example he might prevent all future nitempls to resist ' 
his power. This decided Pinr's fate, and that the more fullv, 
when, alter two days, B >livar saw no hostile movement in fa- 
vor of Piar. The fact is. thai many thousands were secretly 
indignant at the arrest ol Pinr; and much more so to see him 
treated like a common criminal ; but there was no leader, 
nothing prepared beforehand. They had no point of union, 
and feared the vengeance of the supreme chief, if they Inade an 
open declaration in favor of their general. ' Some of them 
27 
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have assured rnc, that they had never tlioucilit of the probabil- 
ity of the condcmnalion of such a man as Piar, who had ren- 
dered such cinineiit services to the republic ; antl tliat after his 
condenination, it was too late to attempt auy thing, because liie 
supreme chief, powerfully assisted by the admiral, had mcreas- 
ed his forces by means oi crews of vessels, and by calling dif- 
ferent dispersed bodies of troops into the town. A couacil of 
war was immediately assembled over which admiral Brion pre- 
luded, and Charles Soublette ^as appointed by Bolivar to act 
against Piar. Soublette, the vilest of the vile instruments of 
his mnster's wislips and orders, had been rapidly advanced, and 
was at this time chief of the staff and major general of the 
armv. Soublette, in his long catnlojiiie of accusations against 
Piai, inserted so many and such horrirl cliarijes, that tlie latter 
was liighly irritated, and jiilerrupitU ijiiu vehemently. Calling 
him publicly an impostor and a«vile and imfamous liar, but Sou- 
blette continued his accusation with the greatest coolness. All 
that Piar said was in vain. His fate was decided beforehand. 
Various false witnesses, bribed by brilliant promises, testified 
under oath, that general Piar had proposed to them to murder 
the supreme chief, saying be was a ^rant, a usurper &c. and 
that Piar was afterwards, to proclaim a republican government. 
Others testified that prneral Piar had formed n conspiracy to 
murder all tlie whites, and to estabhsh a republic, of colored 
and black people, of which he, Piar, was to be the president. 

Among these witnesses was the brigadier seneral Scdeno, 
the same who assisted Piar in the conquest of Guayana, and 
who, by some altercation between tliem, was embittered 
ag^nsthim and had arrested him, as has been mentioned. 
Another wtnesa was lieutenant colonol Hemandes, Dr. M., a 
surgeon, and various others. The two latter were colored 
men. Piar was astonished at the testimony. He said in his 
defence, that if he had intended to murder the supreme chief^ 
he should not have wanted the assistance cf these witnesses, he 
whose intripidity wn> well eno igh known to prove the aljsurdi- 
ty of such depositions. That so many persons were not wanted 
to liill one smgJe man. He said that with regard to the infa- 
mous accusation of the most vile and servile impostor Soublette, 
that he had proposed to murder all the whites, he appealed to 
all the foreign officers who bad served under him, how kindly 
he had treated them i and how he had preferred them to any 
others, colored and black officers, and that he had then white 
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officers among his aids-de-camp.* That the whole accusatioii 
was a treacherous and horrihle conspiracy against him who had 

served the country with so much distinction and honour. He 
spoke with such strong and convincing eloquence, that the 

wiioltj audienre was rlcopU' moved in his favor, and entirely 
convinced of liis iiiiioceiice. Bui his speech, and l)jc de- 
fence of his council named ollicially. and pro forma ^ were of no 
avail. He was couvicied and e<^iHleinned to be sliot on the 
public srjuare, as a cous|)irator a'^niiisi ihe securiiy find safety 
of ihe republic 1 A republic dion, and now in Sepiember 132S, 
existing in ihe person of the supreme chief, and dictator, 
Simon Bolivar ! Here, as in every instance of any consequence 
general. Bolivar has always had the art to identify his person 
with the, so < in jaiblic of a free and indej)endent people. 

But, where is the r< public; where is the freedom and iode- 
pendence of C'uloaibians ? 

In ihe afti'rnoon previous to tlic day of general Piar's execu- 
tion. Or. F. called oji him in j)iison on account of some him- 
drcd dollars tlu^ fonner owed liim. lie was (juiet and at case, 
flatleriiiG: hiuiself }i<; should not he execuie<l, but hauish'^d, 
liolwitiisiatuling all llie Ur. could say against his opinion, llu 
grouuded his hopes upon the great services he had rendered, 
but particularly upon his innocence of the crimes imputed to 
him. He spoke with warmtli, and in a firm tone, showing that 
he felt no feai- or anxiety. 

The 1 Cth of October having been fixed for the exerution of 
generiji Piar, tlie siron2;est precatnions were taken to prevent 
any trouble. From four o'clock in tlie morning, die numerous 
troo])s of tho irarrisou were under arms ; and formed a square 
in the pu!)lic place. A strouiz; (leiacbtnen? ".-is sent for him to 
the prison. Soon alter, be came into tlie iukIsc of the L;uard, in 
a kind of i;rcat coat, ins arms cro-scd upon his breast. He 
walked firmly to the middle of die square formed by liie troops, 
where a chair was placed for his execution. Being come be- 
fore the chair, he urgently requested the officer that he might 
see the supreme chief, for that he had something of great in- 
terest to reveal to him in person. This request was positively 
denied. The oflicer recpiested him to sit down. Oi.r of them 
approached with a handkerchief to blindfold him, but he would 
not permit it, saying, he could well dispense with such a cere- 



* CoIomI Martin, a Polish oflicer, wm hi* aid«de-eanp at tliii time. 
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mooy; ifaathe fonred cot, and never had PearrH, to die. But 

when they in:«i>:ed upon ii, he said; " Weil, wi ll, do as yoa 
please." More iliiin twejity-five muskt ts, close hy the chair, 
were directed air lii -t liim ; mid whuii theoftictr hti^an lo com- 
mand, Piar j xri unit (I, *• \ iva hi a id iV!! pierced with 
balls. Tlie uuojis and irrt at crouti of peop)** iiuvv cried, ** Viva 
la Pauia, \ iva la K( puliiu a, \ iva Ji.sin ;.i 1 !" soon after, his 
body was taken iuio an unfuii^hed ch tpi l aud buried widi great 
solemnity, but without any other ceremony. 

Thus died Piar, against whom there was no eridence except 
his pre( ipitate, and extremel) ill judged flight from Angostura. 
His enemies, with some appearance of justice, seized upon this 
and took iiis life. 

The niLrlit previous to Piar's execution tlie supreme chief 
could not slet |>. Ho was con^lanlIy fcai fnl of some r» voIn!ir»n, 
in favor of l^i ir. nntwit! st indiiii: the troops being under arms 
and ready to act cv^rv m hitpiu of the lime. 

General San 1:ig:o Minmo was ini|ilicaied h) Pinrs trial, in 
consecjnence of uhai h.ui heen done ri sjicciiiiL:; a Congress in 
May lb 17, at Cariaco, and at Campano in lb 10. He was at 
this time, in the nrigUbourhood of (*umana. Brion hated and 
despised liitn, and in speakuig of Piar, uiteri%d some threats 
agamst^ Marino, which ahirnied his friends who had before 
known the hcsiile feeling of Loti> Biion and Bolivar relative to 
him. Those friends imnudiately (le^ patched a tni^ty messen- 
ger to Marino, advi^Ins: him of his dan<;er; upon wlucb he de- 
parted for llie island olTiiniii u!, wli»'r»' he was safe. 

Some days after the exccutiou of Piar, lioiivar published the 
following proclamntioM. 

** Soldiers! ItsUrday was a day of moumln^ for my heart- 
General Piar was executed for Ids crime? ol high treason, 
conspiracy and desertion. A just and legally formed court has 
pronounced sentence upon this unfortunate chizen, who, infat- 
uated with an ardent desire to make his fortune, and to satisfy' 
his ambition had formed the plan to bury tliis country in ruins. 

General Piar had certainly tendered great service to this re- 
public, notwithstanding his behaviour has been that of a factious 
man ; his services ha\ e been always rcasooably rewarded bj 
the p;overnment of V cneznrla. 

Nolhine; d«'siral)ie wn^ !< fi to a ciiief wIjo had attained one of 
the hischesi ranks in tin n inv: the si cond mniri<iracv wouid 
have been conlided to liiui by the abscucu of geueiai ^iarino, but 
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all this sufficed him not; he aspired co the supreme command; 
he was plotting tlie most atrocious plan wliicti could be invented 
by a preverse soul. Soldiers ! he ineditatfd not alone to kin- 
dle n civil wnr ni'none;>t ns, Imt to iiitrodtico nrnrrhy, to the 
most inlmiiian sacritice of his ou ii brLiiire'i and ol roiiipan- 
ioii> in arms. Soldiers! you knowth.it liceiloju anil imlepen- 
dencc arc our motto ! lias not mankind recovered their rishls 
by the establishment of our law» ? Have our arms not broken 
the chains of slavery ? Has not the order been given that na- 
tional projicrty should indiscriminately be respected among you 
all? Has your merit not then been amply recompensed ? Or 
has it not been so at least with justice ? What could general 
P!ar desire more for yo i ? Are yon not free, independent, 
respected and honored ? Could Piar promise you greater 
benefits than those ? No, no, no ; Piar vvlslicd to di^ with his 
own hands, the grave in which he wished to bury the rr public, 
in order to destroy the life, the property, and th<^ honour, as 
well as the welfare, and the ulory of the brave defenders of 
Venezuela, by destroying iis cliiidren, its husbands aiid fiilhers. 

Heaven has conicuiplated this cruel paricide with horror; 
heaven has given him up to the vengeance of the laws, and has 
not permitted tliat a man who so greivously offended both the 
divinity and mankind, should sully our terrestrial globe with 
horrid crimes a minute longer. 

Soldiers, heaven protects you and the government, which is 
your parent, and is earnestly watching over your security. Your 
chief, wlio is your companion in arm*?, and who has always 
shared at your In nd, your misery anrl your dan2;prs, as wrll as 
your triumph*;, anil fins olan-d his cunfHl'Mice in you. Kely 
then upon lilm, and be {)« r^uaded that lie loves you more than 
if he was yonr father or your son. 

Head-quarters of Ajjgostura, October 17th, 1S17. 

(Signed) SIMON BOLIVAR." 

The hypocrisy and duplicity of general Bolivar's character 
is shown tliroughout this notorious proclamation in its true light. 
No other man could have had the assurance to say, in tiie (ace 
of the world, tliat tlie day of general Piar's execution was a day 
of mourning to his heart, when we arc acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of this scandalous act of arbitrary power; when 
we know that the whole transaction depended on his will, and 
that a single word could have saved this man, whose only crimes 
were, that he was the trite friend of conslituuonal liberty and a 
foreigner. 11' we inquire what Arismendy and Bermudes did 
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against Bolivar, we shall find that these two were much more 
explicit against him than Piar was. Arismendy treated the 
dictator as ;i coward, who (li st rved death, and declared that 
he would shout him as such ii he put his loot on shore, (Aug. 
1814.) Bermudes did the same ia 1814, at Ociimare; and 
much more in Maturin, in June, 1817. The foUowiog are the 
particulars of these strangers* transactions. The reader will 
recollect that Bolivar was recalled, in Decemher 1816, ironi 
Fort au Prince, to resume the command of tlie army, upon the 
express condition that he should assemble a CoogresSy and con- 
fine him'^ririt) tlie military operations alone. 

By means of martial law being proclaimed. Bolivar airain as- 
sumed tlie supreme power, and destroyed all that was done in 
Curiaco by the provisional Congress, installed in virtue of a 
general assembly, held at the Catliedral church on tlie Sth of 
May ; the majority of its members being convinced that Boli- 
var was dead. 

This absence of Bolivar was certainly caused by lus own 
cowardice ; by his escaping in the night from Barcelona, and 
secreting himself in the plains uf Cumana. Hearing that the 
danger was over, he appeared again ; and again indulged his 
haughty and despotic disposition, by annulling the transactions 
of Curiaco. Beinsr made nrqiininted with Piar's conqtiest of 
Guayana, he passed from Barcelona into that province, hi his 
journey he found general Bermudes established with his troops 
at Matnrin; and with his usual meanness and impudence, 
thought to gain over Bermudes, whom he knew to be attached 
to a republican or constitutional government. He was received 
hj the latter and his staff, with the most bitter reproaches for 
his desertion from Barcelona, his absconding to the plains of 
Cumana, and hi.-, measures against the membersof the congress 
of Curiaco. Notwitlistanding all this. Bolivar gained over Ber- 
mudes, who is weak, and in truth has no fixed character. As 
they sat dining together quietly, hut under a srood deal of con- 
straint, Bermudes, who drinks hard, prew warm, and renewed 
his reproaches to Bolivar, treating him as a deserter, a cowani, 
and, in short, the lowest of mankind. 

Bolivar would never bear such treatment fiom his equal, 
much less from his subaltern. Bermudes' passion rose so high 
that he stood up and told Bolivar, he was tempted to cut him 
in pieces, and that his recollection of his glorious march from 
Carthagena to Caracas, widi his cousin Ribas, alooe restrained 
him. 
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The supreme chiefs trembfing like a child, sprung upon bis 
horse and decainjx d as soon as possible, lest Bermudes should 
put his threats in execution, for he knew him to be a cruel, un- 
educated barbarian. 

Bolivar's proclamation of the 17th of October, is the pro- 
duction of a mind triumphant in a bad cause. The impartial 
reader will justly appreciate tlie rhnrrrcs of Holivnr nsninst his 
viriirn already slain. T!io re fder will also give due weight to 
his declaration, that lie li.i.^ .slnired the dangers, as well as the 
Iriuniplis, of his brctlnea in aruij>. A iiioiiieiu's recurrence to 
the facts of 181i, at Porto Cabello ; in Ibl t, at Cumana; in 
1816, in the naval action of the 2d of May ; in Ocumare in 
July of the same year ; in Barcelona in 1817, &c. &ec. will af- 
ford a sufficient comment upon this part of his proclamation. 
I have undertaken id show the President Liberator in his true 
light; and to strip him of the mask with which he has ever 
covered his pers^:)n and his transactions. 

1 must now relate tlie rnndiict of Snu !n2;o Marino, and make 
the reader better acquainted with tlie cli;ii iieter of a man, who, 
for a long time, was the equal, and has even been the rival of 
Simon Bolivar; of the hero of South Americ;i; of the Napo- 
leon; ui the Liberator; and ol the failier of the republic of 
Colombia. 

As soon as Marino arrived at Trinidad, he wrote Bolivar a 
letter in a very submbsivd and supplicating style, in which he 
most humbly entreated him to pardon all his offences, com- 
mitted without his fault ; he said the pernicious counsel and ad- 
^ce of Piar had robbed him of the favor and affection of the 
supreme chief; that be would hereafter follow his guidance 
alone, would never deviate a hnir from his duty, and would act 
directly accordini: to liie orders of die supreme chiff, &lc. &c. 

Bolivar, ^laiified and exniiing, showed this letter to his flat- 
terers, and was himself the fu^t to laugh at and ridicule it. 
He nevertheless pardoned, and most graciously recalled Mari- 
no to bis former rank and command, rightly judging that Mari- 
no without Piar would never impede him or his views, whatever 
they might be. Marbo, on his return^ issued the loJowlng 
proclamation : 

San lago Marino, gcneral-in-chief of the armies of the re- 
public, and of that entrusted with the operations against Cu" 

mana^ See. &lc. to the officers and soldiers composini; his di- 
vision. Officers and privates! my soul is, even now, 61led with 
the most appalling sentiments, when 1 think, that but yesterday. 
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neither you or myself were reckoned a part of the great family, 
who, under the direction of the supreme chief of the republic, 
fight for liberty iiiid independc m r ! How delightful are the 
sentiments whicii this day again fill my heart — when I see that 

the government like a good fiulier, rt Jying upon my promises, 
and forgettir.i; ;dl iliat has p-i-'^rd, rrrciv*'*; us vz'un tmdrr its 
protection, and directs nie to put rnyscll ntz iiii at your head, 
and to cotDumnd the whole province. (Cuinana.) 

Officciii aiifl privates ! if hy a mischief ever lo be regrcilcd, 
we h.ive until now been coubidcrcd us dissatisfied, and have 
under this character attracted public attention ; it is now, and 
from this moment, our most sacred duly to become a model of 
submission and obedience to the supreme chief! My sincere 
wish is, that the whole universe may be convinced of the sin- 
cerity of our intentions, and find in us the most faithful sup- 
porters of our government. I sweon by the ashes of so many 
of our famous companions in arms, I swear upon my honor, and 
upon all that is sacred on oarlh, that tliis i*^ now tlie only fe- 
licitv to whlr^h 1 aspire, from you who have always gi\<-ii me 
S ) many judol- of your love and your duN otion, I exji- < t a 
much strou^;er pioof, namely, that yrai will co-operate to i xe- 
cule the orders of tlie supreme chief. Separated nearly a 
year from government, from the father of the people, and the 
armies, and but just now reincorporated into the large and free 
family of Venezuela, our hearts beat with the most delightful 
sensations for such unexpected good fortune. Long live the 
Republic ! I^ong live tlie Supreme Chief! Long live Gen- 
eral Bolivar ! 

Head-quarters of San Francisco, January 26th, 1918. 

(Signed) SAN lAGO MARINO.** 

Such language reqnirf s no comment. It displays the char- 
nrtf^r (if flic man; aud siuh are nmst of the Colomhinn chirf- 
lains. This heiuLi; tlu; fact, the reader will readily discover 
how much, or rather how httle, real character wa<; reipiisite to 
enable i^ciicral Bolivar to usurp oiul hold the supreme power 
during so many years. Me will also, I think, be satistjcd as lo 
what must be the disposition of a leader, who can not onljr suf- 
fer, but encourage, language so disgusting to men of dehcacy, 
good sense and honor. 
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CHAPTER XV 11. 

Campaign of 181S — Foreign Legions — Compiracy against 
JJolicar^x power, 

lo the beginning of 1818, the situation of the two belligerent 
parties had entirely changed, in favor of the patriots, owing 
chieMy to the conquest of Guayana. This rich province alone 
a^rded more resources to the patriots, tlian tlie seven otlier 
provbces of Venezuela taken togedier. The friends of inde- 
pendence now conceived the most sanguine hopes of seeing, at 
last, their oppressors driven from thn territory, tliev had sullied 
by tlirir cruelty and barbarity during liiese last years of war 
and ^li^t^e^s. 

1 will give here a sliort sketch of the situation of the royal 
uarty, that the reader may be enabled to judge whcUier tliese 
hopes were well founded, and might have been realised, under 
any other leader of common talents and experience in the act 
of war. Unfortunately for the cause of freedom and indepen- 
dence, the district > of Venezuela \vi re in the hands of Bolivar. 
I say unfortunately, because her freedom and independence 
were, by that means, completely lost. The history of tliis 
campaign is nearly a rrpptitinn of that of Bolivar's dictatorship 
in 1^1.1-14, when, as now, every thini; depended on his exer- 
tions, and all circumstanrrs roncurn ii most favorably to pro- 
d'lce a happy result. Holivar, by his own fault alone, irrepara- 
bly lost, a secoiid lime, llie most promising occasion of driving 
tlic enemy out of Venezuela, and ul ^iwai; its miserable and 
worn out people, liberty and repose. These reflections will be 
justified by the facts related in this chapter. 

By the d'lsgraceful expedition of Morillo agamst the island of 
Margarita, he lost about lOOD of his best troops. The folly 
and cowardice of Miguel de La Torre, loi^t the rich province 
of Guayana, the heart of the royal family. Tlie extensive 
plnirK. n-id two tliird^ of the province? of Venezuela, were in 
tlie hand^ of the pniriots, who marched with duiium-oms and su- 
perior forces against the Spaniaids. Industry, commerce and 
2<S 
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as^riculturc, were ruined by taxes, contribtuions and a continual 
change of nriasicrs. Scarcity of hands, and an utter wnnt ctf 
security, leli ilie royalists destitute of llie meaus of repairing 
their immense losses they had lately suffered. The public 
stores and treasury were empty. The general-in-chief no 
longer enjoyed the confidence once reposed in him. His own 
discouragement deeply affected his troo j ) ^ . This, together with 
the general want of eveiy thing, produced daily desertions* 
Many dmes, from tliirty to fifty sailors passed over to the patri- 
ots in one day. 

Notwiihstandinir all their losses, and the gloorny pro^pi rts of 
the royal cause in Veue/uda, such is the ob«:Tinnry of the Span- 
ish cbarnrter, tiiat they slill deterniined lo persist in liieir rause, 
and to make every exertion in support of iVIoriDo. European 
Spaniards of the Alain had become averse lo the eraancipatioo 
of their country ; not because they did not like freedom, but 
because they saw no leaders in whom they could confide, to 
give tliem a fixed and good government, in place of the one 
under which they then existed. We have seen that many na- 
tive Spaniards took an active part in the struggle for incicpen- 
dence, and supported their chieftains. But their hatred of 
Bolivnr hnd now become jrreat. It bei3:nn with bis drsrrtion 
from Porio Cabello in lbl2; was inrreaesd by his rriie] de- 
cree of February 1814, by which lie ordered to be put to death, 
■ not only (hose of their countrymen who w ere prisoners of war, 
but peaceable inhabitants, many of wiiom had never taken any 
part in the existing struggle. From that time hatred took the 
place of that admiration which had been excited by his rapid 
and early success in 1813. Rich and poor, therefore, all the 
Spanish families on the Main, rivalled each other, in making 
the utmost sacrifices to put Moriilo in a condition to take the 
field, and to commence with renewed vigor the offensive opera- 
tions of this campaign. Tt is to be lamented that tlie?e rdmost 
superiiuman exertions were made in favor of such a man as 
Ferdinand V"II, whose name inchidcs all that can be united in 
the persecution of all men of feelin s; and ciiaracler, and of whom 
Moriilo was a faithful representative. 

In consequence of this resolution to resist the numerous 
patriot armies to the last e;ttremity, a general assembly of the 
civil and military authorities of the city of Caracas was called 
together. They met on the 16th of January in the capital, and 
canvassed the miserable situation of the royal cause.- They 
unanimously resolved upon prompt and vigorous measures. 
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They detennined tu iiuprove the condition of iheii suidiers, by 
giving tlieiu beuer rations, better pay, and il ivot ili whole ar- 
reais at once, enough to quell their dissatisfacuon. in case of 
deseriioii, to pay the iahabitauts oi thy place where the de- 
serter bad been enlisted, the value of his uniform and accoutre- 
ments, and compel them to furnish another in his place until 
be should be found. Any young man who sliouM arrest a de- 
- serter, was declared to be free.from service. Thecavalrs w as 
reorganised. AUpossibK- im tn^ were em] >!oyed tore-establish 
cunfidcticc, and ruvive ilu; })fi!ilir .-^pirii. TniMr oxertlijns were, 
in general, successful. L:ir:z;c vjli Hilary C()!iUtb;iiioiis were 
made. Manv ladies 'j^avo u[) their jevvjhy, i^old chains, &lc. 
Ahuiy riclj possessors ol land, heside-. money, 'i;a\ e llieir Imr- 
vest, slaves, horses, nuiles, caltle, \:e. Horses kept lor ])Ica 
sure or show, were i;;ivca to llu cavalry. The murch-iuLs ot 
fered money, provisions, &(c. &(C. Many persons who were 
])t esent, have assured me that, daring several days and nights, 
Caracas and Laguira were complete pictures of besieged cities, 
where were seen vast warlike stores carried upon mules and 
liorses. 

New Grenada a^rded no better prospects for tlu^ royal cause. 
Tlie viceroy Sernano, residing; at Bf)';:ola, and lately ap[ioint- 
cd to this ollico, wrt)le to mnu'i al Montalvo Torres, i^overnor of 
CarLha2;ena, thai " it wonltl he impossible to maintain himself 
any Ioniser in this capiial or in tlie kinj:;(loin, one of his ilivisions 
having been deil.aied in the plains of Casanare, of whicli die 
comaiauder and seventeen others only returned to the capital. 
Tbal a second division sent by bim to the same plains bad met 
with the same fate." General Urdaneta gained these two 
victories in October and December 1817. 

The tyranny and cruelties committed by the Spaniards upon 
the inhabitants of New Grenada ; the miserable fate of many 
among the most respectable householders in Bogota, who, 
dnrin^^ the stay of p:nnrrnl \rorillo, were arrested in their houses, 
and shot bv his order, without even a plausible pretext, had 
excited such detestation of the Spanish name, that the fair sex 
were active to do them all the harm in their power. One ol 
them procured a detailed li^l of the Spanish forces in the capi- 
tal, auid had the courage to carry it to the patriots at Casanare. 
She wa9 unfortunately detected. The list was found between 
her stocking and shoe ; and she was publicly executed. She 
was deeply lamented by her countrywomen, whose hatred of 
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the Spaniards was greaily increased by this instance of tlieir 
cruelty. 

The garrison of Mompox, 400 men strong, was suprised ia 
the night, and all put to death bj the patriotic inhabitants, 
among whom were many women, who fought bravely, and con- 
tributed much to the success of the enterprise. 

The city of Carthagena, then in the power of the Spaniards, 
was in a kind of uproar. As soon ns its inhabiiaiils were ap- 
prised of general I'tduneta's victory, gained on the 6th of Octo- 
ber 1S17, over the b])0!!inrd.s, and that in consequence of it, 
the patriots were in possession of the province of Pamplona, 
the garrison and its cruel and cowardly governor, Moiitalvo 
Torres, were terribly alarmed, and forced the inhabitants to 
great contributions, for obtaining provisions of every kind, in 
case of being besieged. The inhabitants were, moreover, em- 
bittered against the tyranny of Montalvo, and that of the presi- 
dent of the criminal court, Cano. Placards had been found 
on the church doors, and in the waUs of Carthagena, which, in 
bold and seditious language, proposed killing the two tjrants of 
the y)eople. In spile f)Ml!o ^cvernl requisitions and irrcnt re- 
wards otfered, the authors could never be detected. Tht v 
were supposed to liavc liccii posted up by some noncommis- 
sioned ofliceis or privates, who were dissatisfied with Uieir 
wretched condition. Aunicrous patnui> were sent day and 
ni^ht through the streets of Carthagena, to preserve order and 
quiet. 

Many patriot bands of guerillas were formed in the provin* 
ces of New Grenada, which gready annoyed and distressed die 
Spaniards. In Venezuela, they were still more numerous and 
formidable. 

Such was the situation, in both countries, of the royal rau^^p, 
at The end of 1817, nnd the beginning of 1818, when Bolivar 
commenced his oj)eration5 against Venezuela. 

After having given lo his various divisions the necessar}' or- 
ders to march towards the points intended, general Bolivar de- 
parted witii iiis stalF and a numerous body guard, at the end of 
December 1817, from Angostura, and directed his march lo- 
wanb the rich plains of Apure. He left about 1800 men to 
protect the province of Guayana, and united his forces (about 
3000 men) to those of generals Paez, Monagas and Sedeno. 
He arrived the 12th of February before the city of Calabo«o, 
where Moriilo had Bzed his head quarters. 
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When at Sombrero, be published, on the 17tb of February, 
the IbUowing proclamatkm : 

•* To the iuhabitants of tlie plains — Your tenitory is free 
of the enemy. The annies of the republic have gloriousljr tri- 
umphed over the Spaniards, from the middle of New Grenada 
10 Maturin, and the mouth of the river Orinoco. The armies 

of Boves and Morillo, which before were very numerous, are 
now buried in the fields, ron -(^crated to liberty. The cities of 
Calabozo and San Fernando, have been taken under the pro- 
tection of the republic, anr! tli<^ rr'inainrlor of thr nrnii(">- of Mo- 
rillo, routfd thu \ 2i\\ riiid I r)tli .laniKu v, (1>V iii'iu r;d Paez,) 
flee before iis, to set^k ;i >lii ltrr in Poilo Caheilo ; hut in vain ! 
soon will they be tbrou n iVoaj ihem into tbe sea ! h is im|M)s- 
sible to resist an armv ol freemen, brave and victorious. Fame 
will guide our steps, and ilie eruel oppressors of Venezuela be 
forced to surrender or die ! 

Inhabitants of the plains — ^you are* invincible ; your horses, 
lances, and your deserts, protect you against your enemies. 
You must absolutely be independent in spite of the haughtiness 
of Spain. The republican government guaranties your ris^hts, 
your prosperity, and your lives. Unite yourselves under the 
banners of Venezuela, \vbir!i i-^ \ nnr victorious ronntry. This 
campaisrn will piid with die *,uir< luh'r of thn rapitah will 
again enjoy peare, iii(histry, and the bles>ini: to he free and 
honest men; your enemies have deprived )o»i ot these advan- 
tages, lie grateful to providence wliicli has given you a wise 
government, much more adapted to the welfare of mankind. 

Head-uuarters at Sombrero, 7th of Februarv, 1818. 

(Signed) SOLIVAR," 

The style of this proclamation^ is an intended imhation of 
that of Napoleon. The truth is that the remainder of the 
armiet of Morillo, which weteflifing before his victorious troops, 
consisted of small foraging parties, wbi( li Atoiillo detached 
from bis head quarters, to procure pay for his cavaiiy. So far 
was Morillo from Hying, that, as is notorious, he remained qui- 
etly in his head fjnartei s at Venezuela. That the cities^ of Cal- 
abozo and Sail Fernando were taken imder tJie protection 
of the republic, is one of the mistakes of. the supreme chief. 
On the 7th of February, the first was in quiet pos:3e5sion of 
Morillo, wlio had established his head quarters tlicre. Gene- 
ral Bolivar must have known this fact, for he marched against 
Calabozo, and arrived before this little city, no earlier than the 
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1 2\htfrom whence Morillo had not moved ! San Fernando was 
evacuated by order of Morillo, to cooceotrate his forces. 
Thus, and no otherwise, was the place under the proteeiioa of 
the republic, 

" The remainder of tlie armies of Boves and Morillo fly be- 
fore us to seek shelter in the walls of Porto-Cal)cllo. But ia 
vain ; soon will they be thrown into the sea." This is an im- 
itaiion, thouprh n poor niio, of jSayjoleon's style. In the most 
important point it fails eiUni'lv ; for Xapoleon generalv kc|)t his 
word. W hoever ])lacc.s any reliance upon these proclamations 
will coriainly be dtcc ivcd. The style of them would he a 
matter of little consenucnee, if they contained the truiii only; 
yet surely this kind oi language is beneatli the dignity of a true 
lepublican* 

The first Bulletin published by the Ubera^ng army, dated op* 

posite the city of Calabozo, and signed Charles Soublette, says 
" that the liheratino; army commanded by tlio supreme chief, de- 
parted the 31st of Dec. from the city <d Angostura, towards the 

plains of Apnre and was joined by the division of Gen. Monagas, 
Sfdeno, and Paez, and arrived the 12th of Febninry in sight of 
Calabozo, wliicli at that time, was the head qnarlets of the rov- 
al army under the command of general iVIorillo. There tooiv 
})]ace an enscaeieinent in whicli the Spani.sli army, cornjiosed ot 
tlie regimenli> of hu^surs, Fcrdinandus, half of llic infantry, and 
all their light troops were engaged ; tlie regiment of Castillo, who 
fought on the left wing, escaped from the general havoc of the 
enemies' army, being blose by the city of Calabozo, which it 
entered. The general Morillo, surprised in the midst of im- 
mense plains, by an army which had marched 300 leagues, was 
completely beaten, the first time he drew his sword in South 
America, uitliout ever attempting a general battle, or waiting 
for a singlo discharge from our infantry. The ireneral Morillo 
escaped almost alone from the field of battle, after bavins; i)f en 
saved twice, by two liussars, who parried the strokes directed 
against him by two of our laneers. General Morillo, the proud 
Pacificator of South America, was besieged in the centre of 
Venezdela, in consequence of his own cowardice, and our ex- 
traordinary promptness. Such is the interesting picture of the 
acdoD of Calabozo, presented to the military world. We have 
lost no more than twenty men." 

I shall not consume the readers time in pointing out the fol- 
lies and absurdities, apparent to every military man at least, 
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n[)un tlic l ice of this bnllrtiii. The facts are tliese. Wh«'ii 
the cavalry of the pntriol^ apjjroachud near Calabozo, on die 
I2th of February, they met witli a foraging party of seventy or 
eighty men, who bad sallied from Calabozo, and made a halt 
before a watering place to water their horses. They had dis- 
mounted, and the horses were without saddle or bridle. The 
men had on their short jackets, and no swords or other arms, 
so that it was impossible to defend themselves. They were all 
killed except two, who jtimpfd upon their horses, and escaped 
into Calabozo, nnrl rcportcrl the news to tluHr ^oneral, Morillo, 
at his li«^ad finaitt ts. During this time general liolivar de- 
tached men lo >ni prise the grand advanced guard of the 
enemy, which were dideated. This sjave time to the troops 
of jVIorillo in Calobozo, to form,, mid iiui only lo rt;si^l die patri- 
ots, but to force them to retire. The Spaniards were not 1800 
men strong, whilst tlie united force under general Bolivar, 
amounted to upwards of 8000 men. 

Morillo, fearing that he should become destitute of provis- 
ions and forage, if he remained any longer in Calabozo, where 
the enemy could easily intercept his convoys, resolved to evac- 
uate it. He took his sick, hag[;aa;e, stores, ami a c:ond many 
of the inhabitants, wlio cho'^p to follow him ; and phirniii ihcin 
in the centre of his 1800 men, on the 14th of February, march- 
ed out of the city, directing his course towards Sombrero, in 
presence of the patriots, wIjo had. about 3000 cavalry. He 
was obliged to march through sandy and arid plains, under a 
burning sun, 25 leagues, until he arrived at Sombrero, at the foot 
of a strong chain of mountains. The patriots followed. But 
notwithstanding, this great superiority, did not attempt to attack 
him. This cavalry, far more numerous than his, could have 
acted on these plains with vast advantage. At Sombreo they at- 
tacked him ; and were repelled with the loss of several hundred 
men. Tliey pijr«:ued no farther ; but retired' tnwarrls Calabo- 
zo, whore 2;eneral Holivar ar.ived the 22d February ; wh'dst 
Morillo directed his eofjrso upon Uarbacoa, Camatagua, and 
arrived in March at Oi ii/. near V illadeCura, where he effected 
his Junction widi Morales, and colonel Lopez, and found him- 
self at the head of 4000 men nearly all infantry. Here he had 
fall time to recruit and form his cavalry. General Calzada 
had been posted at Guardazcnaga with 1000 men, to observe 
the movements of the patriots. 

General Bolivar, who united with gener il Paez> Monagas 
and Sedeno, had above 8000 men in Calabozo, took posses- 
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sion of San Fernando and Apure, and gave orders to occupy 
the province of Barlnas* lf( z:\\ c the coniniand of these op* 
erations to general, Paez; wliiie he himself, reinaioed inactive 

at Calabozo. 

liolivnr left his hond (nmrtprs, and directed his march lo- 
wnrds (iiiiidatiii.isus. Sail Jose and San Francise de Piuiados, 
and joijicd, the 5th otMandj, with the cavalry of general Zarasa 
composed in a great partol IJaneros. On die 7th tlie j)atnois 
began their operations against tlie capiiai, Caracas, and on the 
22 d the valleys of Aragua were occupied by the different col- 
umns of the patriots, whilst their advanced posts were besiged 
ia Cabrera and in Consejo» 

. General Morillo, 6nding that the city of Ortiz could no loo- 

ger fnmish him with supplies, departed with most of his troops 
towards Valencia. He detached de La Tora, who had been 
advanced to the rank of brigadier general, to occupy Villa del 
Cum, Vittorin, and Las Coruisn?, where he found no resistance, 
with orders to niainfain liiiiisuU their, until further advice. 
Calzada with his uuups, 1000 men, occupied San Carlos, and 
colonel Lofit'z, die city Del Pao. 

General IJolivar, on the evening of commencing his decisive 
operations against Car«icas, received tlie unexpected news that 
genera] Monagas whom he had detached to supply the fortifict* 
tions of La Cabrera, had been forced to leave this post not lar 
from Caracas, and to retira towards Cagua. This greatly de- 
ranged his plans. 

Meanwhde general IVIorillo had redoubled his activity, and, 
supported by the zeal of the Spaniards had provided himself 
with many useful warlike stores, had recruited, remounted his 
cavalry and united as many forces as he could in so short a time. 
He now thought proper to hei;iii liis offensive operations. The 
12th of March, he detached irt ncral iNIorales from \'alencia, 
with 3000 men ; following hmi, on die 13lh with 300 cavalry 
and 1000 infantry. Morales on the 14th between Guarara and 
Sao Joaquin, had a fittle skirmish with a small detachmeot of 
the mail} who fled towards the post of La Cabrera, where tbej 
sallied with the forces under general Monagas 1500 strong, and 
took a strong position at Tapatapa. Morales attacked and 
routed them. They lost 300 men, baggage, he. He pur- 
sued and attacked them again nt Villa del Cura,and forced them 
to retreat as far as Boca C'hica, two leagues. 

When general Bolivar lie;;rfl of Monagas' defeat, he imme- 
diately united all the forces, near hira, and arrived on the 15ih 
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with aboiu -UHU) nwu in ilie c;imp of .Monnirns, nnd niarclied 
with Ills lrooj)3 iVuni lioca (^liifji to\v:U(l> Somni, wliere lliey 
encamped. The Spaaiaidj aiucked iIh iu at iwo o'clock in 
the nioining, biii vvurc repelled. A second attack wiiii the 
bayonety divided ilie combat. Bolivar was completely routed, 
and lost more tbao 1000 men, his artillery, baggage &c. In 
atiacking at the head of bis cavaby, IVloriUo received a slight 
wound, and gave over the command to the new brigadier deLa 
Torre, instead of Morales, who was niareschal de campo. La 
Torre, pursued the remainder of Bolivar's army, attacked him 
the 29ih March at Ortiz, and routed him with the loss of 500 
men. Here ccrneral Morales distingjuislied himself in directing 
tlie cliarire, whilst La Torre, as I have Ix en well inlormcd re- 
mained atu rcspcctlnl distance beliiiui. On the (iili of April Bo- 
livar was again beut» n ai J .a Pueriu, by (.'al/.atla and Lopez, 
whom de La Torre had detached in pursuit of him. He lost 
here 600 men killed and wounded ; twelve hundred, including 
the wounded were taken prisoners* The remainder of his ar- 
tillery (two 6eld pieces,) and of his baj^gage &c. were taken ; 
and Bolivar escaped, by the speed of his horse, with a few 
officers. AloriUo cured of his wound, soon afterwards joined 
the army and resimied the connnnnd. 

After these defeats, Bolivar retired to Kl Rincon de Los To- 
res, and there united 600 cavalry nnd 300 infantry, the re- 
mainder ol his forces. Colonel B. I .ope'/: was detaclied against 
him, surprised his out posts, and, pt uetruteii into the midst of 
his camp, at iwo o'clock in the morning, killed 400 men, taking 
nearly all the rest. Bolivar had just time to get out of his 
hammock, mount his horse, and escape in the darkness of tlic 
night. Colonel Raphael Lopez, the Spanish commander, was 
killed ; so was the patriot colonel Palacios who fought brave- 
ly at the bead of his battalion ; which gave Bolivar time to es- 
cape. To complete these defeats of the patriots, colonel Fran- 
cisco Ximons, attacked Marino, at Campano on the 12tfa March, 
and routed him completely. 

The general La Torre marched May the 2(1 from Snn Car- 
los npoti the city of Coxcile, where he exjiected to had llie 
enemy, but met with the advanced posts of general Paez near 
Caaiaruco, who, on his part had determined to attack the 
Spaniards at Saji Carlos. La Torre after having defeated tlie 
outposts of Paez, marched against him and routed him, not far 
from Ck>xede. Morales, on the other side, having marched 
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agaiiisi Bolivar, who hail reinforced himself at Calabozo, attack" 
ed and rouiLMi liitn, and rciook ])<>ssession of the riiy. 

General Bolivar retired towards San Fernando and Apure, 
and recruited from the plains as many Llaoeros as he could ; 
and being unmolested during ihe whole month of May, he had 
time to unite again a sufficient number of chieftains separated 
at different posts, to do the same. Two strong detachments of 
English troops under cobnei Wilson came to join Bolivar at the 
end of May. 

A short ncronnt of the different corps xhi\t came over from 
Great Britain to the Main, may perhaps be interesting. They 
contributed much to the success of Bolivar^s campaiirii': ; and 
were rewarded wiiii ill treatment, misery, sickness, an i death. 

The supreme cliief, seeing the behaviour of the battalion of 
Guiria, composed of colored men from Guadaloupe, of which 
I have already spoken, remembered what Brion and I had said 
to him, m 1S16 ra Carupano, on the usefulness of foreign le* 
gions ; and thought, at last that it would be well to have some 
foreign troops with him. He directed his agent in London to 
have an understanding with the English houses to which admi- 
ral Brion and others had written, for the purpose of forwarding 
such a plan. He directed his agent to send as many such 
troops as could be procured. Tlip rfiaracter of Bolivar, hke 
that of all Carnguins, is, that the moment a project i? adopted, 
they are impatient and restless until it is atcouiplibhed ; and 
will hazaid every thing for that purpose. So it was here with 
BoUvar. But, having no money, no personal credit, no pro- 
duce or merchandise, nothing to give in exchange, he could 
accomplish nothing but by the great exertions, of admiral Brioo, 
and by means of promises, and holding out prospects of great 
rewards to such as would come to the Main, and serve a cause, 
which indeed had in itself great attractions. Propositions were 
therefore made to lieutenant colonel Hippisley, an Cnglishmaii 
devoted to the American cau«c, to come over and hriiit^ with 
him a number of bis couiilrvmen. No monev, but great 
promises were given to him, and such as be should brin^ with 
him. Colonel Hippisley, being rich and in good credit, with 
great pains, procured dOO men who were armed, clothed, and 
equiped in England, arrived at Angostura a little after the 
departute of general Bolivar for the army at the end of 1817. 
But when the men came to see these wretched state of the ser- 
vice, and that the promises made diem in England could never 
be realised ; iliey found the condition far worse than in their 
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native land ; and made loud nnd just reproaches to colonel Hip- 
pisley, for having seduced ilicni into this service. He iniil no 
intention to deceive his men ; he was hiniseU deceived proba- 
bly wiili the same hoj)es thnt induced his men. After bonie 
jiioutiis' service, lie took his leave, iireativ ilisiiusted with the 
niiiiiary service:* in Venezuela. His second in command lieu- 
teoaDt colonel £n<^lisii, remained in England to procure more 
men; nnd sent, in detachments of from 100 to 200 each, 
1000 men, to the island of Margarita, and after them, arrived 
there himself. But before his arri\ al these troops were divi- 
ded into three companies comuianiled by captains Johnston, 
!McIiilosh, and Woodstock. To lliese were jr)ined aI)oul 50 
or 100 men of dith.renl I'.uropean nations, wIk^ niadi? lliiscani- 
paii^n witi> ii;eneral Holiv;H' ; whf) coiinuilled the i:;reat laull of 
distrhuiinii tliein amonj^ his division, and tliose ol Paez and 
^Ionn:£as. This (Hstrihuiion was made as 1 have been inior- 
nied, for fear tliat they mia;ht, iT left together, he dangerous to 
Bolivar himself. The foreigners were, greatly displeased and 
discouraged. Thus separated, they would be of but little 
use ; whereas 1 00 such men or even, a less number, acting to- 
gether against the troops of the royalists, might ha\ e been of 
very great service to the republic. ]Many of them left the 
service disgusted with ilii nd other ill r •'•atment. The re- 
mainder perished miserably for want of food, or fell victims to 
the climate. 

When colonel llippisley retired, colonel Kn2;lish was ap- 
pointed commander of a second leiiion, wliich increased to 
about 2.300 men ; among whom were ofhcers of distinguished 
merit. Lieuleuanl colonel English was advanced, successively, 
to the rank of colonel and brigadici i;<>neral. He arrived io 
the begining of the year 1819, at Margarita, where admiral 
Brion received him very handsomely in the port, of Pampatar. 

Colonel Wilson brought some few hundred men, who ser- 
ved in 1818. He was arrested and took his leave. 

The third legion v r^ called Uie Irish legion, because it was 
composed chiefly ol Irishmen, and commanded by general 
Dcvereaux a ivitlve ol Ireland, and son of general Devereaux 
to whom he had been aid-de-camp. His father died and left 
hira a iiuiidsome fortune, \oiing and entluisl;islic, he departed 
for Buenos Ayres, where he offered his service in this new 
republic, I^t finding what he expected, lie did not remain 
long, but came in 1818, and offered his services to genera] 
Bolivar, with ft certain quantity of arms, amunitions and war* 
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like stores, upon advantnii^cous conditions, and long terms of 
payment, as he wns amhoi ixd to do by his friends In Ireland 
and England. The supieme eliicraceepted liis oilers, and this 
encourae^eci Deven-aux lo go fariher and jiroj^ose the Ibimaiion 
of a legion in Ins native country to he hiouaht here ; and to 
serve under his orders. He had tl^e good fortune to please the 
supreme chief, who authorised him to raise such a legion, con* 
sisting of 5000 men. 

Bolivar lold him frankly that he had no money at his dispo* 
5:1. 1 'evereaux replied, that he wanted only an ample com* 
mission from him to act with full powers, and according to cir^ 
cuinstances for the benefit of Venezuela, with Bolivar's pro- 
mise to approve his transactions in Great Britain, where he 
could obtain what lie di^sired." 

Devereaux arrived in Ireland witli the necessary papers. 
Sueli was the slate of the pfopl(% that, l.iv liie hope of greatly 
improving ilieir condition, antl by means of his splendid repre- 
sentations and promises^numbersof his countrymen readily con- 
sented to take service in Venezuela. There had been various 
statements in the public papers relative to the manner in which 
be succeeded. He sent, at different times, about 5000 men 
to Angostura and Margarita, - the greater part of whom bad 
served before. He went to London and succeeded there also. 
Among his officers were many, who, being apprised by their 
friends, in St. Thomas and Jnmaira, of the mien able condition 
of the service on iho Main, refused to enih n k. Tlieir number 
increased daily, and it lia*? iieen rej'orifd that many endeavor- 
ed to 'zWv np tlieir conni)issions and gel back the money tliey 
had paid for theni j but that Devereaux, apprised of their in- 
tentions, kept out of their w ay, and hastened the departure of 
the remainder. 

* He embarked at Liverpool in the English brig Ariel, with 
two aid-de-camps, one colonel, one major, one surgeon, one 
chaplain, and twenty two privates. The gi neral had chartered 
this brig, under a feigned name, to transport him and his com- 
panions to their native country, he being a merchant who had 
been shipwrecked. 

After sailinc: ahont a foi tniirlif, havini; taken his'' measures 
well, beforehand, he uilunned the captain and crew, that he 
was liie pjitriotic general Devereaux, and ordered the master 
to lake liiia to Margarita. On arriving there, he found neither 
his people or ilie necessary provisions. Being told that Brioa 
and MontiUa were gpoe, with part of his men, to Rio Hacha, 
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be determined to join them. On arriving before tbis port, he 
saw ilie Spanisii c«)lors hoisitd, niul bis signals were net an- 
swered. He ilierefore cruised lor some days, and not learning 
where admiral Hrion was, he sailed to Jamaica to obtain infor- 
niaiion. As soon as the brig anchored in Port Uoyal, a guard 
of marine troops came, hy order of the governor, to remain on 
board tiie brig, until the duke of Manchester siiould determine 
what should be done with her. General Devereaux asked 
leave from conmiodore Iluskinson to go on shore with one of 
his aids, but could ohtain permission only for himself. During 
the passage, the ship's crew had revolted three limes, and gen- 
erally had behaved very ill. 

General Devereaux left Port Royal in July. He was well 
received at Savanilln, by admiral Hrion, but very coldly by 
colonel Montilla. The Caraguins are generally of a jealous 
temper, particularly with rezard to strangers. IVIontilla's aver- 
sion to tliem is notorious. The people of Carthagena (where 
he is now, by Bolivar's appointment, intendantnnd commander- 
in-cluef of three departments,) generally complain of his harsh 
manners, which, I confess, surprised me, when I first met with 
him, but upon further acquaintance, 1 foiuid him attentive, po- 
hte and kind. He commanded pail of general Devereaux's 
division, which had emhr.rked with him from Margarita. He 
feared, that by the superior rank of the general, he should fall 
under his command, and particularly refused to submit to his 
orders. Some provocation passed between them, but no duel 
was fou2;ht. 

General Devereaux bein^r nrsrentlv advised hv his friends to 
take no step against Monliila, but to absent himself for a while, 
from the province of Ciirthagena ; which he did, and tbey never 
met afterwards. Alter lijis diflerence with Montilla, general 
Devereaux departed lor coiigres.% which then set at Cacuta, 
and of which general Antonio Nerino was vice-president. 
Though Bolivar conferred upon Devereaux the rank of briga- 
dier general, before his departure for Great Britain, he had 
never served, otherwise than as aid-de-camp to his lather, and 
was not a military man. But being a handsome and fine look- 
ing man, of great address, wit, intrigue anrl discernment, he 
easily perceived the character of the supreme chief, and flat- 
tered him so adroitly as to gain his full confidence, and to ob- 
tain from him full povver, with the rank of brigadier general. 
I have been assured tliat he never actually commanded his le- 
gion, or joined it; and lliat he never has had any command 
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since he has been in the service of Colombia. He remained 
at Cucuta as a brigadier general. 

After the death of general English, his young and handsome 
widow went to Cucuia, to receive from congress the arrears of 
pay due to her husband, and a pension for herself. Some evil 
minded persons spread a report that she was not the lau-ful 
wife of the general ; and the vice*president, Narino, called on 
her, wilh witnesses and an interpreter, in order to ascertain the 
fact. Mrs. English did not nnderstand Spanish, nor Marino a 
word of English. VVhun the intcrpretf i- hud explained to lier 
the motives of IVnrino's visit, she was siiocked, anil spoke to 
him in such a aiauncr that he Irh ducjily ashamed ot his com- 
mission, which he certainly ou^ht never to have accepted. 
This singular visit came to the knowledge of Devereaux, who, 
being at Cuctita, immediately wrote a letter to Narino, m strong 
terms, certifying that the lady had been married to general 
English. Still they made objections, and raised difficulties. 
General Devereaux, informed of their unjust proceedings, un- 
dertook her defence, and sent a formal cartel to Narino. The 
latter, indignant that n stranger should dare to question htm, a 
nin jistr itr of high rank, immediately sent the L'^ nernl to ;i d irk 
wet dungeon, where he was confined as a ci iumi il. Ho iound 
menus to apply to congress, and romplnined bitterly of this 
treatment, demanding a coumiission of inquiry to examine bis 
conduct. This was granted him, and alter he hud remained 
six weeks in the dungeon, without air or light, or any allowed 
communication from abroad, he was sent, under a strong guard, 
from place to place, until he reached Caracas. There he was 
tried before a court martial and honorably acquitted ia Novem- 
ber 1821. • • 

The base treatment received l>y general Devereaux, excited 
in the members of congress so much resentment against the 
vice-president Narino, that they turned him out of his oliice, 
and put in his place Dr. German Rosrio, who had taken great 
interest in general Devereaux. As soon as president Bolivar 
was acquainted wilh tl)e injustice done to Devereaux, he ap- 
pointed him general of division, or major general, and ordered 
the widow of general £ng)ish to be paid. 

We return to general £bUvar, whom we left at San Fernan- 
do de Apure, ready to recommence his ofiensive operatiofis 
against Caracas. He took possession of the city of Calaboso 
in June, and gave orders to the ditlerent patriot columns, to 
march again upon Caracas. Thev advanced par^ reached 
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efTcctively to Ctirnyto, five leagues from the capital, where the 
inliabiiaiUs were in 'j^vvui consternation. Hfit Morillo, who had 
closely observed all liie movements of tlie patriots, and was 
much belter served by his spies, than Bolivar, gave orders 
suddenly to attack these .separated divisions one after another. 
Bolivar had actually neglected to combine his movements witii 
those of his other divisions. The •patriot divisions were separa- 
ted, routed, deprived of their brilliant successes, and lost all the 
advantages they had gained. They were beaten in nine diBer- 
ent actions, at Sombrero, Macaca, La Puerta, £1 Caymans, 
Ortiz, £1 Rincon de Los Toros, in the Savannas of Coxede, 
upon the mountains of Los Palos and Nictiros. They lost in 
seventy driys more than 5()()U men in killed and prisoners. 
Many tiiousand stand of arms, twelve standards, 7 field pieces, 
more than 3000 horses and mules, a quantity of cattle that 
followed the troops, their amuiiiiion, haggajje he, Tliey were 
compelled again to leave in the power ot the Spaniards, all the 
cities, places on the plains, and the provinces which lay on that 
aide oi the river Ormoco. The supreme chief, leaving the re- 
maining scattered troops to the command of general Paez, re- 
tired in haste to the fortress of Angostura. 

I will give an extract of a letter written and published by 
colonel M. F. P. a native of Caracas, who was in the Mrvice 
of Venezuela, but had leave of absence, lor the purpose of re- 
storing his health, in the island ol St. Thomas, addressed to 
Mr. F. a merchant in Caracas, dated St. Thomas* Julv 12th. 
This colonel, a tnan of talent, knowleds;?, and military skill, was 
so disgusted with the conduct oi liolivar, that he reahzed a great 
part of his fortune left the service, and went to hvc ia London. 

" I have waited patiently the result of the last campaign, 
which began at Calabozo. It has been most dreadful, and yet, 
such as might have been expected from the dispositions of 
Bolivar. After having appnjached the capital, at about six 
leagues distance, he constantly kept himself in such a position, 
as to expose his forces to be beaten in detail ; committing, at 
evcF}^ 5tep, faults, which would have been unpardonable in a 
corpoi al. In consequence of the^p dispositions, ho had been 
forced to remain on ihe riijh* sjde of the Apure, alter having 
sacrificed the strong ajid brave army which the several generals 
had placed under his command. The last news received from 
the Orinoco says, that the people begin to open their eyes upon 
this hero. May Heaven grant, that it may, at last, be m our 
power justly to appreciate his merit, his talents and his worth. 
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It is nstonishiiig that wv ^liould not li ivi^ been nlilc to cxpf 1 
a handful ol Sp.iniarcis from our cuuulry, with a lunc of moie 
than nine thousand men, well nrmtd, iqiiipcd, and amply 
furnished with all the necessaries of war ! But tiiis is one of 
the consequences of Uie confusion and the disorder which di- 
rect our operations.'* 

Whilst general Bolivar was securing his person at Angostura, 
generals Paez, Berniudcs and Marino reiirt d to tlieir respective 
plains. Paez again took possession of the city of Auracia^ and 
made himself master of this part of the plains, whence he re- 
cruitrd liimsclf, with frrcnt actlvitv and success. Marino and 
Bernuidt s blockaded Cuniana, which the Spaniards had foiii- 
fied, and reduced it to 2;real distress. Tlie patriots 02: lin took 
possession of Guiria, of Carupaiio, aud of all the coasts of the 
gulph of Paria. 

As soon as the inhabitants of Guiria were acquainted widi 
the results of this campaign, many of them murmured loudly 
against the supreme chief, ive ol the most influential men, 
as I have been well informed, held a secret consultation on the 
subject of turning him out and putting general Paez in his 
place. All were strongly enough opposed to Bolivar ; but one 
of the five w as quite as much opposed to Paez, w hom he just- 
ly represented as illiterate, and utterly ignornnt of civil nffnirs. 
He said too, ihut, thoui^h Bnlivnr was by no means hi for the 
place, it iniL:;bl be penuc ious to di^pl;a u him at tiiat lime, and 
that he mii^bt now, alter >o uiucb li)>s, probably llsti'ii to %ood 
advice and change his conduct. Alter warm debates which 
lasted two or tlirec hours, the others yielded to his reasons ; 
and Bolivar remained at the head of the government. This 
he owed to a foreigner, who has never mentioned these par- 
ticulars. I have them from two others of the five, one of whom 
is dead, the other is sdll living. I am acquainted with the 
name of this foreigner, and know, that at tliat time, be held a 
high rank in .Angostura. My informants said the change might 
easily have been cflt'ct! d nt liint time, in spite of Bolivar's 
strong body guard ; for tliat tlie a\ ('rsiou to the supreme chief 
w^as universal, arising partly from tbe condc.Tinaiion of Piar, 
(who left many secret, but warm friends,) liui cliiefly from his 
conduct in the last cauipaign. But the dissatisfied had no 
leader, and they knew that the supreme chief had numerous 
spies, so that they dared not to communicate their sentiments one 
to another. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

Bolimr and Snntnuhr — rouncil of Government at An(fosivra — 
RosLiij ituil ft.i — Situation of both conteiuliiig parlies — 
Geniral L rdanetaand Knirlish — Jiolivar^s expedition against 
JVew Grenada — His reiurn to Venezuela — Events at Jin- 
^osiwtH^FundameaUd law of the Republic of Colombia. 
Xean 1818-19. 

The sapreme chief, however mortified, appeared with his 
usual retinue, and acted as if nothing adverse had happened. 

Through his emissaries he received the vvelcorae news, ti^at 
the inli;i'jitants of New Grenada, oppressed and vexed by their 
Spanish tyrants, waited only for an imposing force, to declare 
their independence, take arms, and join the patriots. General 
Anander, or, as he iioiv siccus, Sanander, the vice-president of 
Col<tinbia, and kiiowa to be the greatest Oi)pouciU of JJuiivar, 
was, at that tknc, in Angostura. He is a native of New Gren- 
ada, where he had many friends, who tirged him to comQ with 
whatever forces, arms, ammunidon, &c* he could brbg with 
him. He informed the supreme chief, tiiat the Spaniardswere 
daily harrassed, not only by tin; victorious divisions of general 
Urdaneta, Valdes and others, but also hy the numerous and 
strong parties of Guerillas, which augmented on all sides in 
Grenada, banander urij;ed Bolivar to send him with 1000 
men, 3 or 4000 muskets, ammunition and otlier warlike stores, 
to New Grenada, and to give him the command of the expe- 
dition. But, as the supreme chief had conceived the idea of 
going himself, sooner or later, into thb province, and as be was 
always jealous of any who possessed more talent and character 
tfaatk himself, so in this instance, as is said, he feared that Sa- 
nander might supplant him, or at least, do much better than he 
could, and that he took his measures accordingly. The opin- 
ion that he did so, is supported by the following facts : 

At the end of July 181 6, there arrived at Angostura a three 
masted vessel, from London, and a brie; from New York, with 
large cargoes of muskets, pistols, guo^iowder, swords, saddles, 
30 
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and every descriptkm of warlike stores, sufficient for an army. , 
The whole was offered, on good terms, to general Bolivar, 
who purchased them. When Sanander heard of this, he press- 
ed the suj)i cnie clii< r to s:rant him 20,000 stands of arms, which 
were needed in New Grenada, together with the necessary 
ammunition, he. which he offered to have transported safely to 
that province. Btit Rollvnr, on various pretrnt^', (with which 
he is always rcacl\ ,) reluscd his retj^uesl, and c;;ive him only 
2000 stands ; he had in th*:- stores, nt Anirosiura, about 50,- 
000; of which, afterwards, ul ii>e the tinic ol' his niarchins him- 
self into that province, he took a quantity with hiin, as well as 
of other warlike stores. By this conduct, as was then wkh 
good reason believed, he intended to convince the Grenadans, 
that he alone was able to aflbrd the powerful assistance they 
were in so great need of. Whatever may have been his mo- 
tive, by reftisiiig to furnish Sanander with sufficient nK'nns, he 
certainly delayed the emancipation of this extensive and Ijcanti- 
ful •coiinlrv for one w]iol(? vcnr at least. When he lost the 
cause of lihcrty and in(h'j)endenr»' in 1815, he was evidently 
actuated hy a spirit of vauitv, anibiiion and revenge.* And it 
was neitlier unnatural or unjust to suppose Uiat he was now 
actuated by the same kind of spirit. 

General Sanander was now sent to New Grenada with a very 
inadequate supply of arms and warlike stores, far less than the 
Grenaidans demanded> and than might have been, with perfect 
convenience, shared from the vast store of eveiy thing at An* 
gostura. Sanander left Angostura for New Grenada, with his 
2000 muskets, &c. accompanied by the son of general Urdnn- 
eta, some other officers, and a small escort of soldiers. The 
object of his commission was to unite the numerous bodies of 
Guerillas in favor of the patriots, to assemble them on the tine 
and vast plains of Casanaro, to arm, organise and fit them for 
action, and then to march them, united with general Urdancta's 
strong division, against the capital, Bogota, and lo drive the 
Spaniards out of Grenada, and intercept the communication be- 
tween the royalists in this province and those in VeneaEuela. 
But how was Sanander to do all this without the necessary 
means? These were withheld from him by Bolivar. He, 
however, effected more with his limited means, than Bolivar 
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himself had dooe in his campaign of 1818, widi powerful forces. 

He is brave, ninbitio I , active and laborious, and speaks and 
writes with facility. He possesses a perf«*ct knowledge of the 
whole face of his native country, which aflbrds 2;reat advantages 
in choosing military posiTton>. His rntnilryinen placed gieatron- 
lidt iK i' ill him. Thov kiitnv ili;it in- hnd been nrrtistomed 
to h;ir(i«lii|><, ;uid lliPt hv his own j»< i >oii;il merit aii'l exertions, 
lie iiad raistjd himseil iVuJii tlic lower das- in which he wua bom, 
to the rank ol a general. His coiiuliyuien, therefore, preferred 
him to any other general, particularly to ^iolivar, who was not 
Uked in Grenada. He was so highly thought of, that his name 
alone terrified and discouraged his enemies. He gained various 
batdes, and fought brav(>ly ; but stained his glory by his cruelly. 
After gaining the batile of Boirotaj he ordered 28 generals and 
other officers, who had surrendered themselves prisoners, to be 
shot. And thus he did, after this practice was abolished by 
agreeip.ent. Hy those who were well nrcjiKiiiited with the cani- 
]iaii:!is of !?^lft-l9, the emancipation ot" New (Jrenada, was at- 
liibuit'd priijci|ially to him. 13olivar only hnished what Sanan- 
der began, and would have uccompliseiid a year sooner, had 
not the meansjioen wiUiheld from him by Bolivar. 

After the departure of Sanandcr from Angostura, the true • 
friends of liberty saw nothing in the established patriot govern- 
ment, upon which they could form a reasonable expectation of 
stability and welfare. Under the administration of the supreme 
chief, the state was like a ship in a stormy sea, without a firm 
and skilful pilot. They looked in vain for energy, activity and 
talem. They saw that his operations wpre tlic result of mo- 
mentarj' impulse. There was a mntahility in anions, which 
bhowed iheni t\vM he acted wiliiout tirmness, skill or system. 

Before Ins departure from Angostura in 1817, gem ral IJoli- 
var established a council of government, of which he appointed 
Francbco Amoaio Zea. p^lidem. Mr. Zea (who alle'itranb 
died, while minister at London,) was undoubtedly an honest 
and upright man ; but he was sufiermg with ill health. His 
malady affected his mind, and prevented his acting at nil, or 
with tne requisite energy. Blindly submissive to the will of the 
supreme chief, he dared to do notJiing witliout his express con- 
*>ci\i. And so it happened, that the most trifling decisions of 
this roimf il of crovermTimt, nt An^rnstm'a, were sent to the su- 
preme eliiel, **w!H i-evcr he cotdd he lotind," for his .saneii(»n, 
before any step could actually he taken. .Cieiieral Bolivar, in 
his continual movcmeut:;, hum })iace to place, often leii iar^u 
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packets unopened, some were (!fcid»il upon after a bastj 
£r!nnrr», and smt back to An^r-i tnra. It is im|K)«?-iMc for any 
iiiiinaii hniii: id do rvrry linne ; but liolivar aji^x arrd not to 
liavf tlic capaf itv to know tbis, altboiish be apjieared to be 
actiiallv iiu ajiablc ut working in bis closet moreiiian liiite hours 
at a time. Anotlier biudrance to b isiness was, that Mr. Zen 
having lived in Spain above twenty years, fdlowed strictly 
the old Spanisb principles, habits and manners. Il was 
impossible 'that two such men sliould govern tn extensiTe 
country aiiitated bj paF^ion, civil war, and troubles of eveiy 
kind. The unexpected result of the last campaign, was me m 
a nature to inspire confidence in tbe ^enernl. Disappointment 
enhanced tlie general miser}'. Ex r-ry branch of tbe adminis- 
tration was in complete di^nrd* r, and the finances exhausted. 

1 il'" JON 1 1 nuK ut alibi tliii:: no ^ocuritv for a lo;m li oiii abroad. 
Boliv ar had no \^:^v left lo raise ntoucv, but b\ c\tr;.ordin<'!rv 
and loittd coiutibutioui. Tbc;?e were itnpost d, aiid iu a very 
arbitrary manner too, upon the iobabitaots of Venezuela. But 
it was hard to procure money in a country where industry and 
commerce were ruuied. The few who had money in their 
power, were either Spaniards and secretly averse to the gor- 
ernment, or those who placed no reliance upon the supreme 
chief; so that these forced measures increased the general dis- 
satisfaction. Under these circumstances, the inliabiiants of An- 
COST lira saw, with a kind of abhorrence, the iiicrcasinir splendor 
of the boii«e!inl<i of iln ir snpreinr chief, his Itixiiry. iiis man- 
ner of reu ardiii'.: old and new ini-trc -><■>, jiia body guard, 
and the nuuieioua ofTicers who surrounded biui. These were 
his flatterers and spies, and they lived in high style, drawing 
hard upon the few and scanty resources left for public use. 

Tbe greatest part of these officers were useless to the army. 
Bein^ ignorant themselves, they were roost of them incapable 
of drilling or a^rding any instruction to the soldiers. Gener- 
ally speaking, they gained tlieir epaulettes and rank, likeSoub- 
lette, by flattery and devotion to the supreme chief, who was 
llie onlv soitree of reeompen-5e nnd honor. As he had no in- 
stnictiri:! in miiitnry matter- !iim:scil, iie was jealous of errry 
foreiLiiier who ]»ad the rr|)MtaUon of beins well instnicicd ia 
iheni. Thii^ it iMjjpf nrd. that, at the eoi.rt of Bolnar. syco- 
phants held Uie places ol ihc brave, and llalterers, of men of 
skill and talent. Tbe luxury of these officers of the household, 
excited great dissatisfaction among the other officers of die 
army, and the more so, because the oowardioe of several of 
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them bad been displayed, as wag SooUette^s at Ortiz, and on 
odier oecaacNiB. The Irish oolooel T. who was preaenty li^ 

aured me, that he bad never, m bis life', seen so much oow* 

ardice in epaulettes, as Clmrlcs Soublettc showed at the battle dC 
Ortiz. He was so often insulted, aod had become so contempl^ 
ble at Angostura, tliat the supreme chief was oblij^ed to inter* 
po^r h]< own authority for tljc protection of this wortiiv frinid. 
Tlu' K |M!hlic of V'enezuel-^ was, in fact, a despotic miiilarv an- 
hicityj like that of 1813--i4, so thai tl>c suprr'fuf chief, had hf* 
possessed ult^nt, would have been puzzled to know where his 
attention was most requisite. He tiaily received news of de- 
" fectiona, and reports uiat the dissatisfaction of the ])eople was 
bcreasbgi and was kept from breaking out, only by their iear 
of the bayonet. At tms embarrassing and critical time, unex- 
pectedly arrived a man of sense, tale nts and character, who 
saved this miserable government and his country from, total 
fnin. This man w^as Dr. German Roscio. 

Til nrc^rr to tim]' rstood, I must give here some interesting 
pan K 'll us, but very lin.'n known. 

Tiiki Dr. was a n iir. < of Venezuela and hr\d been a distin- 
guished member of the iirst congress of Venezuela, a'^^emhlod 
at Caracas in 1811. He was like many oiliers, arrested lii July 
18]ld at Laguaiia, and sent to Cadis with general ^Uranda. 
He was put into a dungeon at La Caraca, not far from Cadiz. 
He had Iriends there by whose assistance, he effected his es- 
cape to Oibrahar. From there he went to London ; and 
tMDCe to the United States of America ; where he met Mr, 
Maonel Jopes, another Caraguin who lived at Philadelphia, as 
am emigrant from the Main, in a prirate and retired manner* 
"They ?or>rt hprr^me intiinate friends. ^Ir. Jones died a few 
miles from Philadelphia in 1822 in miserablf^ rirrnmstances ; 
being however at the time, the accredited chari^e des affaires of 
Colombia. He was sick in his bed during the last three or 
four months of his hfe, and would have perislied vviili his fami- 
ly, if the necessaries of life had not been furnished to tkem by 
a nmiber of respectable citizens to whom he was known, 
and who will attest the facts here related. His small salary 
was not paid to him by bis government. 

Both Dr. Roscio and Mr. Jones were firm patriots, men of 
superior talents, and of sound knowled<^e in every branch of 
civil administration, particularly in tlie department of finance.- 
They were comp< tr nt in f rrti a constitution of 'j:<n rrnmrnt 
adapted to the coodiuon, character, and genius of their country- 
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men. Both were honest, and their dearest interest was the 

welfare of ilicir country. They saw with deep regret the in- 
aiijipicious turn which iJic revolution of Caracas had taken. 
They lamented the fate of Miranda, and justly venerated his 
character and memory. I'iiey loudly censured the memory 
of general Bolivar, who luid usurped tlie dictatorial power; 
and seemed deterniined to retain it, tliough he possessed 
neither talent, firmness of character, nor dignity, sufficient to 
qualify him for such an office. Notwithstanding their private 
opinion of general Bolivar, they determined to use their utmost 
exertions to save their country. They were resnK to con- 
vince him, if possible, of his errors, and bring him into meas- 
ures conducive to the wx'lfare of their countrymen. 

Mr. Jones being of a fop})lc constitution, rinse to remain in 
Philadelphia, where he could hti free and independent ; and, 
being; out of the jiower ot the supreme chief, could speak to 
hiiu in plainer, and stronger language, tlian he would be per- 
mitted to use, whilst uiider his iumiediate control. He, there- 
fore, determined to commence a correspondence with general 
Bolivar. 

Dr. Roscio departed alone, and arrived at Angostura in the 
beginning of 181 8, soon after Bolivar marched against Caracas. 
He was the bearer of many letters and papers very interesting 
and important to Venezuela, but particularly of a very long let* 

ter from his friend Jones to tlie supreme chief ; flattering die 
vanity of Bolivar, and pnvinc; him many comphment?? upon his 
ffood intentions, his perseven iice, kr. &:r. But he frankly 
told the supreme chief that the [government, w hich he liad es- 
tablished in Venezuela, wa< not at all suited to tlie character of 
its inhabitants, nor to the complicated interests of so extensive 
a reirablic ; that, moreover, a military government would lead 
to anarchy, which would bring along with it the ruin of the 
countrv, and the certain destruction of the man, whoever he 
might be, that should atternpt to support such a government. 

I have already said that Bolivar abhorred the despotic Span- 
ish government, and that he could Ibten to the advice oi en- 
lightened men, and approve of their plans, but that unfortunately 
for liijuself and the rountrv, hp \vn^ surrounded hv vile and ig- 
norant flatterers, to whom he listened, and for whom liis affec- 
tion was so i^reat, that he often acted in conipliance witli iln'if 
wishes against his own conviction.* If Bolivar liad acted ac- 
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cording to his own judgment, even the interest of his country 
would probably in many instances have been promoted. 

In the absence of general Bolivar, Dr. Roscio was received 
by tlie president of the council of government, Zea, in the man- 
ner he deserved. During his stay he made many iVicnds ; he 
appears to be one of the editors of, or writers for, the Courier 
of Angostura, a Gazette which was protected by Zua, and for 
wliich he sometiinf»<=; fiirnislied artirK s himself. This connir- 
rence exritrd a kintl of rivnl^^liij) In tuctMi these distinguished 
men, A< the Dr. aniioniK-cd hi^ priiu ij)lrs sironirly nnd rli ar- 
ly, and wrote in asuiieiior s\\ h\ /ea hciian lu giuw jealous of 
him, and to receive hua cuoUy, and lo be reserved in their 
conversations. Every one was anxious to be introduced to 
Dr. Roscio, while the house of Mr. Zea became less fire- 
quented. Bolivar, on his arrival, received him as an old ac- 
quaintance, having known him at Caracas in 1811-12. The 
Dr. presented Mr. Joneses letter, wliicb made the desired im- 
pression upon the supreme chief. Possessed of an agreeable 
and persuasive eloquence ; and supported by an unsullied re- 
putation, lln-rin, in vnri(.ti< private rnnver>atfons with fioli- 
var, sj)')ke with the warmth of a Ircliiig heart, in lavur of the 
principles advuiieed in the letter <il his liieiHl Jours, He was 
stroiiLrlv seconded h\ the doctor, Kumon Cadix, and l*ahieio 
Faxar, men of lalci.ts, aiid respected by die supreme chief. 
The result of diese exertions was, that general Bolivar consent- 
ed to convene a Congress. He appeared to be satisfied of 
the necessity of changing bis measures. But when he came 
to act, he allowed the congress very limited powers only ; stiU 
reserving to himself the supreme authority. Whether he did 
this in compliance with the wishes of itis flatterers, or was di- 
rected by his own ambition is uncertain. These probably 
coincided. His new plnn, however, e\ inei ti a total i<rnorancc 
of the principles ol modern roptibHcan Iree L'overnments, and 
of the excelh iit treatises extant upon tin' >ut>ioct. It was of 
couri^e unsuli.sluctory to the enlii::htened puliiuls. He had 
drawn out with his own liand, a pretty extensive project ol a 
constitution, which he proposed to introduce mto Venezuela. 
In this project he proposed to institute a house of Lords, and a 
bouse of Kepresentatives. The members of the Senate or 
house of I-iorda, were to have the title of Baron, Count, Mar- 
quis, or Duke k,c. These ofiiccs to be held for life, and titles 
to be hereditary. From this plan, obviously in imitation of the 
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British constitution ; it is plain that he wished to estabUsb a 
permanent anstocracy. 

Bolivar was so enchanted with his plan, that be privately 
coniiDiinicated the project to the council of government, and i 

regret to say, the presidant Zea highly approved of it. But 
Dr. Roscio, beincc informed of the projcr t. rf)nsulted with his 
friends Cadix and Faxar, and tliey united in such representa- 
tions to the su])iciiio chief, as bron2;ht him, at first to hei»iiate, 
and ihen lo snspciui the execution ol his plan. The Dr. im- 
mediately wrote to Joucs, staling tlie plan to him, and he, by 
an eloquent and persuasive letter directed to the supreme 
chief, prevailed with him to reject the aristocratical part of his 
project. 

It was resolved to convene a congress, and Bolivar, a 
second time, had the merit of subjecting his own ardent de- 
sire to tlie superior Y'isdom of his friends. These two instan- 
ces, hcreiofore known to hut few persons, render it probable, 
that if Bolivar had rhosen for his irientl-, men ol inlbrmation 
and intcf';rily, istead of '-nrronndin^ hinisell with vile flatterers 
and ignorant and seltisii advisers, he would have been a very 
different character. 

Dr. Roscio and others of his ablest and best friends, are 
dead* He appears now to be left to flatterera and ignorant 
and selfish advisers; and, if he continues to be so, muchionger, 
will destroy himself, or bis country. 

Upon the assembling of the deputies of congress the instala- 
tton of this assembly took place, the Idth February, under the 
most solemn and imposing ceremonies, which it would be 
useless to detail here. Franc. Ant. Zea was elected president, 
aud irencral Bolivar entrusted with the exrcntivc power. 

The np))ointnient of this conirre.^s changed the form, hut did 
not affect the substance of Jiolivar's government. Zea, an 
honest and virtuous man, was nevertheless weak and entirely 
devoted, even yet, to the general, who by private intrigue pro- 
cured him to be named president of the new congress. doI* 
ivar knew that Zea was altogether unable to command the ai^ 
my, and that he had not friends and adherents enough to pre- 
tend to govern the republic. The election was made by call- 
ing on the members by name and not by secret balloting ; the 
supreme chief was present. Some 10 or 12 deputies propos- 
ed Mr. Zr-a, others dared not to oppose the nomination ; and 
so Mr. Zea was unanimously elected against the secret wisli- 
es of many, probably a majority of them. 
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On this occasion general Bolivar gave a new proof of his 
love of power and distinction. In his jproclaraation, dated An- 
gostura, February 20th, he said ; " The general congress of 
Venezuela has la ken tlie supreme power, which, until this day, 
you had confided tome ; I iKive returned it to the people, by 
rendering it into the hands of tlieir legitimate representatives. 
Tiie national sovereignty has iionnied me by putting into my 
hiuuls liie execiilive ])o\ver, with d)e title of Provisional Presi- 
dent of Venezuela. Venezuelans ! I feel myself unnhle to 
govern you : 1 have often said so to your u presenlativrs, who 
in spite of my wdl grounded refusal, have forced niQ to com- 
mand you. 

Soldiers of the liberating army ! my only ambition has al- 
ways been to partake with you tlie dangers which you incur 
in defence of the republic.** 

The name of Congress made a favorable impression upon 
public opinion ; and the new organised government was power- 
fully supported by tlie inhabitants of Venezuela : so that gene- 
ral B flivar succeeded in ( ollcrting an army of from 13 to 
14000 men, which f nahled him to art on the nflensive. 

Me rccei\ed from England, besides the lei^ion of which I 
have sj)oken, hu ge carg.es of arms, anununilion, warlike stores 
&,c. Nninhers of French, (iernian, I'olisii, and other officers 
came to Angostura and Margarita, to ulicr their services, vviih 
sanguine hopes of advancement and fortune and of enjoying the 
honor of being admitted into the ranks of those who fought for 
the sacred cause of liberty and independence ! General Bolivar 
received them well. His polite and easy manners, when in 
good humor, have fascinated thousands, who were unacauainted 
witli his profound dissimulation, and his concealed jealousy of 
strantrcrs. But when these foreigners found that they received 
neither pay nor good rations, and were looked upon by the na- 
tive troops, among whom they served, with a jealous eye, while 
they were oblis^ed to traverse marshy or arid plains; their 
zeal changed to disappointment and dejection.. Many retired 
in a pitiable condition, as the inhabitants of Jamaica, Su Thotn- 
as*, Curacao &c. can testify, from 1819 to tlie present time. 

The great exertions of tlie j)atriot commanders, and the re- 
viving spirit of the people, excited sanguine hopes that the cam- 
paign of tliis year would be the last, and that the Spaniarls 
couUl now he driven from the country ; and an end be put to 
this distressing war. 
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General Bolivar, anxious to efface the unfibnunatc cam- 
paign of 18IS, conceived for tfiis year an excellent plan, 
wbicb in good bands must have succeeded. He made a dis- 
play of an intention to attack Caracas, and free Venezuela 
firom tbe Spanish yoke. By t\us he induced Morillo to weaken 
New Grenada and concentrate his forces upon this point; 
whilst Bolivar turning suddenly, united his forces with the nu- 
merous Guerillasy and marched^ in different columns, against 
Bogota. 

He had sent general Sauander forward to prepare every 
thing, as I have mentioned ; he had revived the public spirit 
by gaining atlvaiilages ovt-r the enemy ; so that he might easily 
have raised the inhabitants of tliese 22 provinces against their 
oppressors, whom tbey hated. 

Bolivar, sure of retaining his supreme power, named Zea as 
vice president of the government during his absence, sent gen- 
eral Urdaneta and Valdes with about 20 officers, to tlie island 
of Margarita, to organise the troops which were there, and de- 
parted Februar}' the 27tli, for the army. He had witli him a 
nnineroiis and brilliant staff, and 2000 men ! He directed his 
march towards the lelt shores of the river Araura, to join gen- 
eral Paez, who had about 3000 Llaneros, all niouuied. 

General Bolivar named San Tago Marino commander-in- 
chief of the corps under Bcrmudes, JNIonagas, Zarasa, Koxas, 
and Montes, about 6000 men strong, and ordered him to march 
against Barcelona and Cumana ; and, if they should refuse to 
surrender to take them by assault. These corps marched in 

FebriKiiy. 

Besides these forces, the patriots had in the seaports of 
Pompatar and Juan Griego, in the island of Margarita, 12 arm- 
ed vessels, and among them 1 corvette, 4 brig?, and 3 her- 
maphrodite brigs : the rest were schooners manned with K/ g- 
lislnnen and Americans. On the Orinoco, eicht vessels were . 
constructed, cousi&ting chiciiy of gun boats, well manned and 
armed. 

Against these forces which threatened his total destruction, 
the Spanish general Morillo, had neeiected nothing to put him- 
self in a good state of defence. In January, he departed from 
Valencia at the head of 5000 men, and ordered San Fernan- 
do de Apure, where La Torre commanded, and where Moril- 
b established his head quarters, to be fortified. Soon aftei^ 
wards, general Paez having: evacuated the city, retired towards 
the river Araura, to effect his junction with general Bolivar. 
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Morlllo moved fonvnrdi and established his camp before the 

borough of Caujacal. 

GfMuTal Morillo hearing that many English troops had al- 
. ready jui!1(m1 ihe patriots, became apprehensive that their num- 
bers would become so great, that it would be impo^Mljle for 
him to resist them. He, therefore, issued a proclamation direc- 
ted " to the chiefs, officers, and privates of bisBrttanic Majesty 
■ctually serving with the insurgents,^ to mdace them to desert to 
the Spanish army. Among other things be said, '*the government 
of his Catholic Majesty, and I, particularly, have been informed 
of the manner in which many subjects of his Britanic Majes- 
ty, have been seduced in England by Mendcs and other trai- 
tors, to unite their fortune with thosp who styled themselves In- 
dependents of South America. Tlie revolutionary agents have 
represented to them that there existed a republican government, 
well established laws, arnn'es, and inhabitants who have vol- 
untarily submitted to sucii a republic. By such illusions many 
have been seduced to leave their country with the imentioD of 
establishuig themselves there and, obtaining as a recompense 
ibr their services, property, fortune and honor ! But how cru- 
elly have they been deceived. 

Englishmen ! It is to vou that I address myself; to you 
who already know this lamous personage (Simon Bolivar) 
whom you compare in England with a Washington ; but now 
that you have seen this hero of this miserable republie, his 
troops, his ii;enerals, and the crazy fools which compose iis gov- 
ernment, you know you have been [grossly deeeived. You serv9 
under the orders of a man wlio is in every respect very insig- 
nificant and you have united yourselves witli a horde of banditti, 
who are known by their cruel deeds. I know there are many 
Englishmen and othes Foreigners who have been deceived, 
who cannot separate themselves from this unjust cause, for 
want of means : I offer and promise, therefore, to those who 
voluntarily present themselves to tlie army under my command, 
perfect security fortlieir persons, whether they may choose to 
be admitted into the servire of liis Catholic Majesty or to retire 
to any other country. In either case they shall be in safety. 

General Uead-^uaners at Achaguas, March 2Cth, IS 18. 

(Signed) PABLO MORILLO." 

A decree of Ferdinand VII, dated Madrid, January 14th, 
1619, and addressed to the minister of foreign relations, diliVrs 
pretty widely fium tins proclamation of his reprebeutaUve ou the 
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Main. His cniliollc innjesty, the protector of liberal opinions, 
and the Lencractor of Imtnaniiy, says, in his decree, "That all 
strangers taken vviili ui Ills in their haiKis, anil serving in tiie 
caase of the insurgents, within his possessions, and all who ba?e 
furnished arms for them, shall be condemned to death, and. 
their property, being within the jurisdiction of his Catholic ma- 
jesty, sli;ili he confiscated.'* 

the 20th of Marcii, general Bolivar united his forces with 
those of general Paez, wiio he made acquainted with bis new 
plan of oppritioti-? n^niiist new Gretr^Hn, requesting the support 
of his ravalry of I ilaiicio.*;. Pat-/ told him, that he was readv 
to follow liiiii, i)ui thai he doubled whrth^v his Llaneros could 
be prevailed upon lo do so. It is noioi loiis that tliese Indians 
dislike 10 figiit at a distance from theii plains; and in spite of 
the urgent entreaties, both of Bolivar and Paez, they refused, 
and declared that if force were used to compel them, they would 
desert, and return to their native plains where they were used 
to 6ght. 

The two generals were obliged to yield to their refusal, and 
appeased them not widiout diSculty. This act of insubordina- 
tion, and the consequent total want of cavalry, greatly dispirited 

the troops of general Bolivar. 

Before his dt pai un e, he and Paez were attacked by a Span- 
ish column, under colonel Pat ira, to whose support the forces 
under ^lorillo came soon after ; and on the 27ih of IMaich, an 
action took place, a little way from Trapiche de L:i Ciainaua, 
where the patriots were beaten. In their retreat tliey yere 
greatly harrassed, the Spaniards followine them along tiie right 
bank of the river Araura, during the 39th and 31st of A'larch, 
and the 1st and 2d of April. General Mori I lo, in his officiol 
report, ridiculed the dis[)osition of general Bolivar* lie said 
"the want of boats, which were unluckily destroyed in the 
river Apure, hindered me from crossing the Araura, in order 
to finish the destruction of the forces undej- Bolivar and Paez, 
who were advancing, as they said, to take liie capital in two 
days, a rumor spread by Bolivar, when he departed fiom 
Guayana wiih his famous reinforcement of En^;li^huu:n, 6lc" 

But Morillo's triumph lasted not long. Bolivar and Paez 
obtained more troops, and marched against Morillo, whose 
bead quarters were at Achaguas. They attacked him on the 
15th of April, and after a warm combat, IVIorillo was totally 
routed, with the loss of about 1200 men, and was compelled to 
retreat, with the remainder of bis troops, to Calabozo. The 
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colonel Doiiato Pacz, brother of the general, destroyed 36 
Spanish gun boats, and took 18 pieces of cannon of large 
calibre. 

The troops under the Spanish general La Torre, were also 
routed, and compelled to make their retreat along the plains of 
Aragua, and joined their generaMn* chief in - Calabozo. The 

consequence of these t vo victories was the occupation of Ba- 
riiin^ by the patriots, wliich opened to thero the way into New 

Grt'irif!ri. 

Ml trill ) Ji'-Miii rn)it((l a force, of GOOO men, and attempted to 
invade the pi lins ol Aptiie, and to avail liiinself of the alj^ctifo 
of Boliv ar, who iiud been iti the province of Barinas to recruit, 
and to unite with the Engliisi) troops, wiiich had directed tlieir 
march towards this point. General Paez cautiously endeavor^ 
ed to avoid a battle, and to draw the enemy into the interior of 
the plains, that he mifi;lit afterwards cut off their retreat. In 
this short campaign, Paez manGeuvred with sucli >kill and sue* 
cess, that he harrassed and even beat various detachments of 
the enemy, took and killed more than 1500 of iliern, and cut 
ofr^hi' convoys, provision?^, nnd other aids intended for the ar- 
my ol Morilln, who was at laist compelled to retreat to tiie island 
of Achairti is. 

(jeiiei id Bolivar arrived in Ma\ , wiih his troops of fereii^n- 
ers, at iS'uirias, where he allowed tiiem some rest. Paci^, vvuh 
about *iOOO cavalry and SOO English infantry, observed, and 
besieged Morillo tn Achaguas. He even sent strong parties 
towards Calabozo and San Carlos, to observe what was trans- 
acting; in tills part of the country. 

If Bolivar Ind po>sessed ordinary knowteds:c of the military 
•ft — if he had united his and Paez's troops with those of Ma- 
rino, he could h »ve destroyed Morillo's forces at a blow. He 
could Inve rut him off fi nni nil monns of supply, and forced 
him to linznrd nn aiiaek, or to |)eri>li hv fuuine, or cnp'tulate. 
liis'.ead ol luis, lie only oli<erved tlie Sp;ini irds in Aeljagua, 
witfiont making any aileuipl against them. WIk-m Morillo saw 
this, he united his foices, placed hiuLselt ai their head, and 
opening his way through the ramp of the enemy, arrived with* 
out any considerable loss, in June, at Caracas, whence he im- 
mediately detached two battalions, to reinforce the places of 
Cumana and Barcelona. 

Meanwhile, general Marino reinforcf d himself daily at the 
Pao of Barcelona, prepaiing to attack the Spanish colonel Al- 
dama. Bermudes closely besieged Cumana, and Urdaneta 
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was destined to act in unison with general English, and die 
English troops arrived with him at Margarita, upon one of the 
points on the eastern coast of Venezuela. 

This expedition, called the expedition of the foreigners, de- 
parted the 13tli oi July, from Margarita, in 25 armed and trans- 

fort vessels. On board the squadron were 1400 English and 
lanoverian troop?, and about 1000 sailors commanded, in 
chief, by general L rdancta. They debarked on the rnnst near 
Barcelona, and after efieciing their dehnrkalion, tin- -(juadron 
was directed towards Cuaiana, in order more clost ly u> IjIx k- 
ade ilie place. Marino after having routed colonel Aldama, on 
the 12th June, near Mechispeco, joined the forces of Sedeno, 
Zarasa, Monagas, Roxas, Bermodes and Thomas Montilla, 
uniting his own forces with theirs in one encampment near San 
Diego of Caburtica, where the English troops, under Urdan- 
eta, were daily expected. From that time« eveiy one was satis- 
fied that such an imposing force, ol more than 13,000 men 
strong, would be more than sufficient to conquer Cumana, Bar- 
celona, Caracas, and tlie whole country of Venezuela. The 
patriot r-hiefiains were so oorlain of success thai they deiaclied 
20UU men towards Cnruta, ni New Grenada, to reinforce gcn- 
erol Sanander, (wlio, at various times, had obtained some troops, 
and more arms,) in order (o strengthen and encourage ihe pat- 
riots, who, since his arrival, had not ceased to join him, and be 
bad already penetrated asftir as Sagamosa, not for firom the capi- 
tal of Bogota. 

The English troops, under Urdaneta, instead of uniting with 
the forces of San lago Marino, near Cumnnn, debarked, as I 
have stated, not far from Barcelona. It has been said, that this 
evil course was ordered by general Rafael Urdaneta, to avoid 
acting under general Marino, whom he despised, nnd from act- 
ing under whose orders, he had ever heen sohcitous to keep 
himself. Urdaneta, too, was jealous of general Ens;lish, on ac- 
count of his great authority and influence over the English 
troops, who, very naturally, came more ready to obey him than 
Urdaneta* He, therefore, did every thing to counteract him. 
As soon as their debarkation was e^cted, a strong Spanish 
column opposed their advance into the interior of the province, 
and having no provisions, tliey embarked again on board the 
Spanish squadron, the 3d of August. They sailed towards Cu- 
mana, and debarked near it, at Bordones, which the Spaniards 
had fortifH-d. General Urdaneta, without waitins; for the forces 
under Marino, ordered an attack upon Curoauay where he 
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was repulsed by the garrison. On the Sth of Aiiziist the Eng- 
lish troops attacked widi tlie bayonet, and in lour different 
charges, which they made with the utmost bravery, were again 
repulsed with great loss. The greatest part of these heroic 
troops perished afterwards, before a small battery called Agoa 
Snnta. Part of thetn fell on the field of battle, and some at 
Maturin, where tliey retired after tlieir defeat. As this city 
was entirely mined, they found but sciuily means of subsistence, 
and n^r't I I d miseral)ly for want of food, the effects of fatis^ue 
and die clnnate. (fniK-ral Kii[;li.sh reiircd to the island of Mar- 
garita disscnstcd with sin h a scryice, and p'lrf'u ularly with die 
behaviour of Urdaneta towards him and his iiuojis. The Sijuad- 
rou directed its course towards the same island. 

Thus ended this expedition, from which tiic pau iots justly 
expected great success, and in which the English troops were 
uselessly sacrificed, as there is good reason to believe, by the 
ignorance and jealousy of e;eneral Urdaneta. 

Among the foreigners who came with general English, was a 
major, n"i;ned Guillemore, an eni^ineer, and an officer of dis- 
tinguished merit. He directed the fortifications of Santa Rosa, 
a fort which protected liie small port of Jmm Griefjo, on the 
island of Mar^^arifn, which Morilhi coidd never take, and which 
caused his entiru defeat in this island, as I have already related. 
]\Iajor Guillemore was entirely opposed to an attack upon Cu- 
mana, and spoke with warniih arid eloijucnce, to show that the 
attack must prove unsuccessful. Urdaneta treated him harshly, 
and, though he was simported by the most reasonable repre- 
sentadons of general Einglish himself, Urdaneta obstinately per^ 
sisted in ordering the attack. The consc(juences were as I 
have related. When the result was known, Urdaneta, Bermil- 
des, Marino, and some other native chieftains, had the baseness 
to exclaim loudly aejainst ifir.'ir foreiirncrs. and to call them row- 
arf^". They most impudenflv inipnted to general English the 
nn^citicvous consequeuces ol the iguorauce and obstinacy of 
general Urdaneta. 

General English was an cnduisiast in the cause of civil liberty, 
and was a brave officer. He died of a broken heart, in con- 
sequence ol the treatment he received from Urdaneta, and of 
the k)98 of so many of his brave companions, hy the jealousy 
and meanness of the Spaniards. He died at Margarita, desti- 
tute of almost every thin ^, and lamenting his engagement in 
such a service. Major Guillemore retired, with the same opin- 
ioa of the service. 
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The patriots succeeded at last in getting possessbn of Bar^ 
celona, on the dth August. General Urdaneta found no more 
than forty men acting in the fortified charity house. Urdaneta 
and Berinudes, with dieir united forces of more tlian 2000 

men, were en^:iH;( (l alioiit two months, in getting possession of 
an ill fortifieri Spanish t^arrison, posted at a single house rattier 
than a fortilication, and cons sling of less tlian an liundred men, 
and these became destitute of food and munitions of war. 
This r<ict may afford a prt^tty just notion oi the military skill of 
Urdaiict:! nnd Paez. 

Uril iiu t;i ordered the forty Spaniards, found acting in the 
charily liouse, to be shot, by way of retaliation, for the following 
Sonnish cruelty. Wlien the patriots approached Barcelona, 
lieutenant-colonel Gorin, who commanded the Spaniards in the 
city, seni a detachment of thirty cavalry, to reconnoitre the ene- 
my, who marched towards the suburbs of the chy, without en* 
countering any opposition. Ij the night, tliia detachment sur- 
piised an advanced guard of six men, commanded by a ser- 
geant, and put tlicin to tbf sword before thry coidd give the 
alarm. They advanced rapidly towards the lioiise where gen- 
eral Urdaneta was sleepint;. They surprised his guard, com- 
manded by an Enstlisl) ollicer, a lieutenant, and killed tliem, 
but spared the olhcer, wlioni iliey disarmed ami direatened to 
cut in pieces, if he were not still* They then stufied a hand- 
kerchief into his mouth, and two Spaniards fastened him to the 
tails of their horses. Urdaneta was awakened b}- the noise, 
escaped through a back door of the house, and gave the alarm 
to bis troops. The Spaniards w^re obliged to retire, and de- 
parted at gjUIop. » that their prisooer was UteraUy torn 
to pieces alive ! 

In June, general Bolivar left general Paez for the purpose 
of penetrating into the heart of New Grenada with a \cry sU'ong 
cohimn. He rejoined the latter, nm\ endeavored to make him- 
self master of the province of iiarinas, in order to cover him.self 
on this side. Bolivar found ihe enemy in the valley of Sama- 
goso, in tlie province of Tunja. He had 2000 infantry, of 
which the greater part were European troops, and 500 cavaJiy. 
The Spanibb general Barasino had about the same number. 
The battle, fought the 1st of July, was warm and obstinate. 
The English, at last, decided the combat, by a vigorous 
charge, which forced the enemy to retire in great disorder* 
Barasino soon reinforced himself, and, on the 23d of the same 
month, attacked general iiolivar at Putuuo de lierg, near the 
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capita] of the province of Tunja. He was defeated a second 
linne, with the loss of liis ailillery, baggage, and maiiv ol his 
troops, among \\i)om were his stalT oUicers. A considerable 
number of deserters, principally cavalry, came over to the pat* 
riots. 

General Bolirar proclaimed martial law, in virtue of which 
all the inhabitants of New GicikhU capable of serving were 
compelled to bear arms and join his troops, under the penalty 
of capital punishment. His army soon increased to 3000 in- 
fantry and 1000 cavalry. Willi those he mnrchcd towards the 
capital, Boirotu. He found gent r il Hacuhino at a large farm 
called tJic Vcnta Guernada, sixty miles trom the capital. As 
the srroiind was hilly, and covm-d with lHlslu•^;, some of the 
Englisli olliccrs advised general Hulivar to use sUula^em, 
which he did successfully. He placed most of his iafantry in 
ambush, and ordered his cavaliy to gain, unseen, the rear of 
the enemy, so that his battle line presented a front of small ex- 
tent. The enemy made the attack with great bravery ; but at 
this moment the infantry in ambush, and the cavalry, rushed 
forward and attacked bis flank and rear. The Spaniards were 
routed witli a loss of more than 1000 men, and were not ral- 
lied until ihey reached Mompox. This battle, of tfin 7th Au- 
gust, decreed the fate of J\ew Grenada, and was attributed to 
the European troops. 

The viceroy. S i maiia, received intelligence of this battle in 
the nii^lii ol die rttli ; and Bogota being an open and derencc- 
less city, he save orders to evacuate it immediately. In the 
morning of the 9tl), he, with some hundred persons, left the 
capital. 

His retreat was so rapid, that he arrived at Honda in thirty 
hours ; a journey which usually occupies three days. He left 

at Bogota half a million of dollar??, in silver money. Bolivar 
mnd(; Ih> tritiinphal entry the 12ih of Antrnst, and ordered the 
city of Ocaiia to ho taken possession ol on the 17th. 

On the 2^\\\, the vicerov anived at 'rainbun:, and sent ex- 
presses to Morillo lo iulorni him what had happened. Ho 
also sent general La Torre (the same who beliaved so ill at the 
battle of San Felipe, and lost Guayana) with various Spanish 
troops to New Grenada, to take command of the royal forces 
in that province. The Spaniards arriving at Mompox, worked 
day and night to entrench themselves. 

In Venezuela the scene of war was too frequently changed 
lo afibrd any thing interesting to the reader. Bloody struggles 
»3 
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resulted in nothing. Tlie Spaniards driven fruia one place, oc- 
cupied another. TJiey were routed, and recruited again. The 
case was the same with the patriots. War raged in everj cor- 
ner of Vecezuela, without producing auy effect, important to 
either party. 

I will now proceed to events which took place in the con- 

?ess at Angostura, daring the absence of general BoUw. 
here was in congress a strong party of true patriots and repub- 
lican*!. These men were disquieted by the devotion of dieir 
president lo the will of Bolivnr. This, tonclher with the de- 
cline of his health, led Jiim to relVr cvory measure to head- 
quarters. Much business was left uiiully undone. More was 
delayed. The general dissatisfaction iiad rii^en already to a 
high pitch. Some members told him frankly, tliat if he did not 
change his course they must connder it their duty to procure 
his removal and to put another into his place. Some reproach* 
ed him with vile submission to Bolivar. He was just then en- 
gaged in framing a code of laws for the republic, and was un- 
usually regardless of the executive business. He was compell- 
ed to resign, and general Arismendy was elected in his place, 
ns- vice president of congress, and president of the republic, in 
the absence of general iiolivar. This happened in the month 
of October. 

As soon as Arismendy was in power, he procured a decree, 
•that admiral lij ion no longer deserved the confidence of the 
republic : that he was, therefore, dismissed, and that, in his 
stead his brother m law, commodore Toly was appointed Admi- 
ral. Arismendy ordered Brion before congress to give an ac- 
count of his conduct : and sent to Toly, the ribbon of the order 
of the Libertadores. 

Meanwliile Bolivar succeeded in freeing New Crrenada. 
And all the provinces havins; risen in favor of independence, 
the Spaniards were obliged to retreat and sliut themselves up 
in IVIompox, which, as well as Santa Martha, and Carthagena« 
they had fortified. 

Bolivar, who never lost si8;ht of Caracas, in his usual l)asty 
manner, which he mistakes for despatcii, settled all business in 
Bogota. He ordained a kind of congress of which he was 
the regulator. He left general Sanander, commander-m-chief, 
and general Anzoatfgui, one of his most devoted flatterers, as 
second in command, and directed his march towards Pamplo- 
na, where he arrived the 20th of September, and remamed 
about two months, occupied in festivals and balls. 
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lie (ieparted at Inst with about two thousand men, for Gua- 
dalitn. About 800 ol these deserted. Tiiey had been taken 
by lurce from their fainihes, and were, besides, greatly disgust- 
ed vviih llie imperious manner ol tliis Caraguin General, as 
they called Bolivar. 

xhe general arnved the 3d Noyember at Montjcal in Vene- 
zuela, where he had directed the patriot chieftains of that pro- 
vince to assemble with their troops. He had with him about 
three millions of dollars, wliich had been collected from the 
bhabitants of New Grenada, in taxes, and by' forced contribu- 
tions. }h' is said to have extorted a formal promise from the 
diiiercnt autiioritics in the province, to send him regularly every 
month, a milhon of dolhirs. 

The troops, lio\ve\ er, were never rejjularly paid, and the fo- 
reigners became the more dissatisfied wiien they fouuti, liiaL 
bstead of being paid to them and others, who had dearljr earn- 
ed it, it disappeared, by going into the hands of flatterers, and 
the officers vtho more immediately surrounded the general. 
These fared sumptuously, whilst the army was straightened for 
want of pay, food, and clothing. Many hundred ol these for- 
eigners were worn down in this march by heat, fatigue, and 
want of food. Tliese were neither carried on, nor left prod- 
ded for, and, of course, perished mi-' rnbly. 

As soon asMorillo heard of this numerous collection of troops, 
he j^ave orders to eracuate San Fernando de Apure, united his 
diiferent detachnients, and concentrated his forees at San Car- 
los. The Spaniards again lost tiie province of Venezuela, and 
various famines left the country, and embarked at Laguaira 
and Porto Cabello for the West Indies and the United States. 

The patriots had again, in Venezuela, a force of about 9000 
men. Among them were 3000 English, Irisli, and Hanoveri- 
an troops, of which many had lately arrived at Angostura and 
Margarita. They now marched towards the plains of Galabo- 
zo, so that the hend quarters of lioth were about two days 
marcli asunder. Kvery one was nmv r\'Z}uii certain that tlie 
Spaniards, who had not above 4fA)0 men, and of those, two 
thirds natives, won Id at last be driven forever out of the terri- 
tory of Venezuela. 

The patriots had nothing more to do than to advance and 
act, and they were sure of success. They knew that the 
Spaniards bad bst much of their confidence, that the native 
troops were kept from passing to the other side, only by their 
^^anish officers. But all these advantages, the benefit of the 
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country, and the course which general Bolivar pretended to de- 
fend, were overlooked in die sad udings ol the change that had 
taken place at the seat of goveromeot. On receiving these des- 
patches Bolivar was thunderstruck. His own personal welfare, 
and the gratification of his personal feelings, had always and 
every where heen preornineni with him. The cause of free- 
dom was but his tool. Instead of attacking the enemy with 
' his 3000 well disciplined European troops, which were dread- 
ed by tlie Spaniards on the Mnin, he suffered himself to be 
overcome with th( news of Arismendy's advancement; and 
in consequcncf ol* it, :it Inst, took a resolution, the result of 
which was that the war was prouatled for five years, and the 
lives oi llioui>aiid.s ijut riliced to his love ot power. 

With these 3000 troops, among whom were his body guard, 
he marched towards Angostura, or rather, against Arismendy. 
He knew that Arismendy, after all that h^d passed hetween 
tliem, would not be his friend ; and there was no prosjiect of 
his being able to bring Arismendy to he, as Zea had been, his 
devoted niliii>ter. Hr knew too, that Arismendy was a de» 
cided rcpiihliran, and would prohahlx use all his power to es- 
tablish the autliority ol congress, and to limit the power of tlio 
supreme eliief. He knew also, that Arisnicndv was a far tnore 
able military man than himself, and dia; tl)is was mumUsifd to 
die counir) , by his wonderful defence of the island of Marga- 
rita. He knew Uiat Arismendy was a brave, enterprising and 
ambitious chieftain ; and it was petfectly natural for Bolivar to 
suspect him of a design to obtain the first office in the repubUc, 
Arismendy's conduct and services had made him many adher- 
ents, while Bolivar's cowardice and misconduct left him, as 
support, only his immediate dependents and flatterers. In this 
condition, he felt more anxiety than he had ever appeared to 
feel, at any time l)efore. Various persons have assurred me, 
tliat for 24 lionrs he appeared like a madman; speakinL^ to 
none ; lookini; dejected ; lying in his hammock j then jumpiug 
out of it. and pacing his room. 

At ja^i, lie decided to leave the coaunand of his remaining 
forces to general Paez, and to march himself, with his best 
troops, towards Angostura. 

General Bolivar, with his 3000 chosen men« fully devoted 
to him, arrived, the 14th of November, unexpectedly, at the 
,seat of government, at Angostura, in the province of Guayana. 
Arismendy, having only about 600 men, and these poorly clad, 
wmed and diaciplined was obligedi of course^ to submit to the 
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imposing force of Bolivar. He was exiled from Guayana and 
ordered to retire to his native island, Margarita. Previous to 
his (brmal dismission from the service, he was condemned to 
lead a {»rivate life, and to come no more upon the JMuIii. 

It was not that Arismendy was less dangerous, in tlie view 
of Bolivar, than Piar had been, that his life was spared. But 
he knew that Arismendy had many friends; in congress and in 
tlie army, and liiat the brave spirited iiihabilaots of Marj^arita, 
would rise in his (lefiMu-c ; and that the greater part of the 
Llaneros were his friends, as t)iey were the friends oi icpnbli- 
can government. Bolivar, therefore, listened to the advice of 
Dr. Sloscio, and ventured not to take die life of Arismendy. 

Mr. Zea was reinstalled President of Congress, and Vice- 
President of the Republic. 

Dr. Roscio, and various other true friends of a free republi- 
can government, now united, in representing to general Boli- 
var, the instabihty of the government he had established ; and, 
after long, enrnrst and eloquent disrnssions, at last prevailed 
upon him to consent to tlie establisliment of a congress, upon a 
new and more extensive plan. 

The concjuest of New Grenada, except Sania Martha, Car- 
tbagena and Mumpox, required a li.tnunal representation. Those 
provinces of Venezuela, which were in the power of the patri- 
ots, were in the same situation. The inhabitants of both were 
anxious to have a congress, and a republican government. It 
was therefore urged to Bolivar to unite these two great provin- 
ces under one congress, and to call the new government, *^The 
Republic of Colombia." This memorable act is generally at- 
tributed to the enlightened mind of the deceased Dr. German 
Roscio, of whom I have already spoken. It is entitled, " Fun- 
damental Law of the Kepubhc of Colombia." 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

Events from the Proclamation of the Fundamental Law of the 
Republic of Cohmbiaj December 1819, until the Armistice 
between Genertd Bolwar and M4mUof.^atember 1820. 

After having remstalled Mr. Zea, general Bolivar, on the 
35th December, 1810, left Angostura, with a nuraerous corps 
of troops, and directed his march toward the plains of Apure. 

He arrived, tlie 20ih of January, at San Fernando de Apure, 
its capital, where he learned tliat the cause ol independence 
was declining: in New Grenada. I liave stated, that before his 
deparlure from Santa de La Bogota, general Bolivar settled 
the pending business in his hasty manner. manner has, 

from 181.3 to the present day, consisted in pretending to do 
every tiling by himself; to be soldier, legislator, and adminis- 
trator* Ho seems to be unable to miderstand how his supre* 
macy can be retained in any other way. With his veiy lunit* 
ed talents, and constitutional aversion to serious business, hb 
way has kept every thing in confusion, in every department, 
particularly tliat of the finances. Agricultuie, commerce and 
every branch of industry, have been kept down and destroyed by 
heavy taxes, charges at the custom house, forced contribution?, 
and the like. No ollicer, civil or militarv, of whatever grade, 
could count upon receiving Iiis reccular salary, or pay. These 
men, of course, let slip no opjioiuuiiiy of defrauding the pub- 
lic, or of taking bribes. Governors of })rovinccs, and ali tlic 
military men, w^ho had it in their power, extorted from the peo- 
ple, besides theu* taxes, a proportional sum for the support of 
their persons, their troops and retinue. What the people were 
unwilling to give, was, very often, taken from them by ibrce. 
The capricious decisions of an individual, united with tlie vexa- 
tions inilieicd by civil and military officers upon the Grenadans, 
who had done so much for Bolivar, and who were entitled to 
betTor treatment, fell so heavily upon tiiem, that tliey compared 
ihi u present distressed condition, with what it had been under 
the Spanish government. Many of them preferred the latter, 
and deseited, and joined ihe Spaniards, under La Torre and 
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Calzada. Calzada seeine; his forces suddenly increased by 
llieiie desertions, again look tlie offensive, and was preparing to 
march against tlie capital of Bogota. La Torre, hearing that 
the patriots had retired in haste, from Los Publicos, adyaaced 
towards the plains of Guarta, to support the movements of Cal* 
zada, and to cut off the retreat of the enemy who were in these 
plains. The rapid progress of the Spaniards in Grenada, caused 
great alarm among the members of the provisional government 
established by BoUvar, and preparatbns were made for retreat- 
ing- 
General Bolivar lieard these tidinsjs while he was in San 
Fernando de Apurc. He determined to niarcli again, at the 
head of 4000 men, against tlie eneniv in that province. He 
left his liead quarters tlie 2Gtli ol" Januar) , and directed his 
march towards Cucuta. General Morillo, fearing to be attack- 
ed at San Carlos, bad retired towards Valencia, intendbg to 
get into the strong hold of Porto Cabello, in case of any loss, 
or sudden attack. The departure of Bolivar, with his 4000 
troops, gave him a second opportunity to reinforce himself. 

Meanwhile, general Bolivar was marching towards Cucuta, 
in Grenada. General Paez, entrusted with the cliicf command 
of the army in Veneznoln, estahlished his head quarters at Ma- 
tiirin, wliere he collected an army of 12,000 men, in which were 
3<)()() Europeans, cliielly of tiie Irish leirinn of Devercaux. 
Cunuary to all expectation, general Paez icmuined al r^laUiiiu, 
without attempting to attack ^Morilio, or even moving against 
him. Morillo, therefore, returned again to San Carlos, where 
he recruited considerable, as he bad done before at Valencia. 
The spirit of the Spaniards was raised, by tiding^of a formida- 
ble ezpediuon, fitted out by order of the king, at Cadiz, under 
the command of general Henry O'Donnell, (count of Abisbal.) 
This expediuon hstd been ordered, in consequence of the ur- 
gent representations of general Morillo, who had sent pressing 
letters to the kinL'. in which he strongly and truly stntcH the 
precarions situation of the royal cause in Spanish America. 
General Moriiio had received great assistance from the com- 
merce of Barcelona, Cadiz, Malaga, Alicante, Sic, which suf- 
fered exceedingly from tlic war in the colonies. The richest 
merchants of these places, offered the king large sums of mo- 
ney, and support of every kind, if he would send a force suffi- 
cient to put an end to the war at once. This was accepted ; 
and, since March 1819, the greatest preparations were making 
in Spain to that eflfect* A force of 2d,000 men was collected, 
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to be divided into two army corps, under the conunand of 
O'DonneU, one of which was destined to act against Peru; 
the other against the Main. 

The royalists in Venezuela, who had seen how MoriDo^ in 
1818, with far less forces, destroyed those of Bolivar, on hear- 
ing ttiis news, doubted not the success of their cause. The 
patriots wore indcbtcH to rolonfl Gtiiroja'? revolution in Spnin, 
wliich happiMicd ii little alte r this tiiiio, for llie destruction of an 
expediiioM uliich was destined to forge new chains for the in- 
habitants of the Spanish colonics. 

General lioiivar, pressed on all sides for money, was adv ised 
to send an agent to London, for the purpose of negotiating a 
loan sufficient to enable him to prosecute the war with more 
vigor. He chose the ex-vice-president Zea, (whose place was 
supplied by Dr. Roscio,) and eave him full and ample forces. 
He departed in Much 1820, for St. Thomas*s, whence he em- 
barked ibr London. 

Until tlie latter end of March 1 820, the positions of the two 
armies in Venezuela, afforded nothing important. The opera- 
tions of the patriots, however, afford Fatisfaetory proof of the 
narrow capacities of their leaders. At Achac;ua.s, general Paez 
bad aljont 4000 men. After Morillo's evacuation of San Car- 
los, Urdaucia had, at tliis place, ojOO men. ISeraiudes had, 



Guebrada Stonda. Monagas and Diego had 1000 men in the 
province of Barcelona, without mentioning the numerous guer- 
lUas and smaller parties of armed patriots, which had DO fixed 
camps. In the island of Margarita, there were 1200 Irish 
troops, and with Bolivar 4000 chosen men. Widi all tliese 
mighty means, they were not able to expel Morillo and liis f^ir 
inferior force, froni the country at once ; even thoui:li be was 
so bated, and tiie Spanish name so iienerally detested. It is 
a fact well known, that Morillo had not at lliat time, 2000 Eu- 
ropean Spaniards at his disposal, tliut were able to take the 
field. All tlie rest of his tioops were natives, and he could 
place but little reliance upon them. He knew they would de- 
sert him upon the first defeat. From this dimmutive force 
a deduction must still be made of as many as were necessary 
to the several places held by the Spaniards. In addition to these 
disadvantages, the Spanish colonial finances were deranged, 
the army .were in want of every thing, and discouraged by the 
failure of O'Donneirs expedition. All tlicse circumstances 
imited, would have ensured the success of the patriots under 




Digitized by Google 



MSMOIBS OV BOUVJLB. 357 

leaders of ordinary skill and talent. Instead of attacking the 
Spaniards vigorously and at oncp, they wearied and dis- 
couraged tluir own troops by niartln s and countermarches, 
until desertions into the iaierior became Irei^ueut and their troops 
greatly diminished. 

In this campaign general Bohvar conunitted his usual fault ; 
tliat of scattering his iorces. While be marched with four 
. thousand men towards Cucuta, and ordered general Paes to 
attack Morillo» and get possession of the capital, Caracas, be 
directed a tliird expedition against Santa Martha, and accom- 
plished nothing. Some circumstances of this third expedition 
are worthy of remark. 

Ever since the year 1S13, colonel Marino Montillahad been 
one of tlie 2;re;itf'st enemies of general Bolivar. He served 
against Bolivar in Carthairena, and challenged him to a duel in 
lb 10, at Aux Caves, as 1 have related. He had engaged to 
go with general Mina, in his expedition against the Spaniards 
in Mexico, and was prevented only by sickness. He came to 
Baltimore, nnd hearing tiiere of the success of the cause, and that 
Bolivar was at the head of the government, he desired several 
of his friends, who were going to the Main, to exert themselves 
to effect a reconciliation between him and the supreme chief. 
He wrote for the same purpo >o to his intimate friend, admiral 
Brion, who w; s much attached to him. Montilla, at length 
succeeded, and came over to Angostura, where he had a long, 
and, to liiiii, VI ry satisfactory inteniew with tiie supreme chief, 
who advaiic'.'d iiiin to tln' rank of colonel. He was sent, soon 
after, to the island u{ Margarita with bO,Oi)() dollars, to accel- 
erate tiie sailini: of the squadron, and pay arrears. He was 
directed to have an understanding with admiral lirioa at Pom- 
patui ; and with general Urdaneta, who was destined to com- 
mand, in chief, the expedition agamst Santa Martha. From 
that time, Marino Montilla was eoturely devoted to general 
Bolivar. 

General Urdaneta marched, at the head of 4000 men, from 
San Carlos towards the province of Maracaybo, to act in unison 

with the troops expected from Margnrita. The squadron de- 
parted from Pompatar, a seajiort of the Intter island, in the 
beginning of Maich, having on board about 1200 men, chiefly 
European troops. They arrived at Rio Hacha the 12th of 
March, and took jujssession of the })lace without resistance. It 
is a small and poor place, affurdiug no resources whatever. It 
has a small fort, and is an open seaport, not far from Santa 
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Martha. Montilla, who commanded these troop?, expected to 
be jdncrl by some Indians from tlie ioterior, who hud promised 
to go with him. against Santa Martha. 

Colonel Montilla departed from Kio Hacha, in April, and 
directed his in:uxh towards the valley Diipari, whore he ar- 
rived on the Ith, with lOOO EnL:li>h, and r)()0 Creole troops, 
which had joined hini. The latter were furnish( d with arms, 
brouglil from Marijariia. After some success, colonel Montilla 
'was stopped in bis further operations, by a sudden mutiny of 
his Enghsb troops. Among the correspondence found in the 
baggage taken irom the enemy, was a letter from the governor 
of Santa Martha to the Spanish general Lima, whom Montilla 
bad beaten in three successive actions. It was stated in the 
letter, that general Urdancta was advancing with 3000 men, 
from Ocana, upon Santa Martha, and urged him to join him as 
soon as possible. JNIontilla, therefore, determined to march 
and join general I'rdaneta, hut was prevented hy the refusal 
of his Enii;lish troops to iiiareh anv further, until all arrears 
were paid them. Montilla used every eiiljrl, promising llicin 
more than their due ; but in vara. The insubordination was 
complete, and Montilla was forced to abandon bis march, and 
embark on board the squadron, under the command of adroural 
Brion, who remained at anchor before Rio Hacha, with 13 
vessels ; having on board six months' provisions, 5000 muskets, 
and a large quantity of ammunition, and other warlike stores. 

The governors of Caithagena and Santa Martha, threatened 
with an attack, took the strongest measures of defence, and the 
latter sent his wile and cliildren to Havana. 

At this lime the Main w:;s surprised hy news of the revolu- 
tion at Cadiz, cfli'cted hy colonel Antonio Guiroja, in January 
of the same year, 1820, in consequence of which, the Spanish 
constitution, of 1812, was again introduced, in which the inqui- 
sition an(| • arbitrary power were abolished. This saved the 
cause of independence in the Spanish colonies ; and the foi^ 
midable expedition under O'Donnel was disbanded. 

General Morillo, who had placed his hopes in these forces, 
refused, for several days, to speak to any one. At length he 
yielded to necessity, and the constitution was proclaimed with 
great solemnity, in May and June, at Caracas, LaL^uira, and 
other places in the ))ower of the Spaniards, on the .M ain. He 
was novv eoiilidcnt that liie introduction of the constitution into 
the country, would make a lavorahle imj)ression on the patri- 
ots. He, tlierefore, published two proclamations one of tlie 
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kipg, 10 the inbabitaDts of the conlinent in America ; wherein 
he said : " What can vou ask more ? Hear the voice of your 
kiog and your father.*' The second was from general MoriUo, 

to tlic array, dated Car;u as, June 8lh, l^iO. 

Morillo sent i\ circular letter to llii; dilil'rent governors of the 
West India island.-;;, and Id tlic Sptiiisli niinistcr nt Washington, 
roqucslini: tlit in loordcr tlic insiMtion in the j)Mijiic pajH.'rs, of an<j- 
tlier proclamation from hiuiseU", to the enniiranr^ from ilie Main, 
(hited Curacas, June 1 Jih, 1)\ which iu; iaviu-s them to reiiirn to 
tlicir own coiHi(r\ ; and pronjises ol)h\ Ion ofpa-t, and protection, 
tranquility and [)r()sj)eritv lur tht; Intme. " \ <jin' ^ecnrity is 
sacred aud inviolable ; il is louuded upua die vvUi ol" Uic kmg. 
It is in unison with my honor, my word, and my desire !*' 

Ail these proclamations, and the earnest endeavors of the 
king and general^ were in vain. They were convinced of the 
duplicity and cruelly of their Spanish leaders, and Morilk) was 
again reduced to depend upon his own means and exertions. 

We Lave seen how colonel Moniilla wns ohlii;t d to cnd)ark 
in consetjtKMice ol the dissattsfaclion ol the ioreitrn iroops, 
arising from want ol" j)nv anil suh-islence, and from llie t^eneral 
ill ireatmcnl thev leceived. Moniilla\s hatred aiiain.^l forcii;,!!- 
crs, .<ecms to have been u;reatesi aL^ninst Iri>linK n. More than 
TjOO left service, and ui in to Kiiiisloii in Jamaica, wlhM'C 
the word]) iuhahilanls rivalled each oilier in relieving the suf- 
ferers, who came among thein in a most destitute condiuon. 
More than a third part of them died in the hospital, in conse- 
quence of fatigues and deprivations, which they suffered id the 
service of the patriots. 

This expedition, directed against Suntn Matdja aud Cariba- 
genu, to open a free coninninlcation with Hoi^ola, and to get 
command of the river AhiLLdalena, i:reatl\- weakeneil (he force 
dirccied against Carac;\v and lliv; .S|)aiii;ii(ls, who had a2;ain 
united many troops in the centre of \i.'v\ (/ii iKuia. It ended 
with ilio bnrnini^ ol' liio liaciia, aad tOaL 7(JU uieii and u ^cut 
deal of money. 

On the lOth of June, the Colombian squadron, under admi- 
ral Brion, witli the remainder of the troops, was near Santa 
Martha. After 6ring upon the batteries of this fortress, it sail- 
ed towards Savanilta, a small seaport in the neighborhood of 
Si'ina Martha, consisting of about a do/i n !uit>. The redoubt 
of I hreo pieces of artillery, wn.- ti,inifiii. tt-ly taken possession 
of, liie Spani-h ccnrrlsnn liaf^n;^ I'ed with nl am rnjUinc:: any re- 
sisunce. The Colombians landed tiieir ic^v remaming troops, 
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expecting a huge reinforcement, which bad been announced 
to be coming from the river Magdalena* Colonel Mondlla di- 
rected his march towards Baraoquilla, Soledad and St. Stan- 
istaos, where tin; Colombians were received with arc lainations, 
ManjT oftiie inhabitants came to join the troops, and lent their 
aid to put Moniilln in condition to besiep;e Santa Manha, as 
soon the !\Inr!Tariia troops should nrrivc. But he had neith- 
er bcsicirinLi; artillery, nor other materials ht for besieging the 
two .strou'jjf.st j)la('es in New Grenada. 

Admiral Hi ion published a proclamation, directed to the in- 
huhilants of Cartliagena, in which he exiioried them to rise 
against tlieir oppressors, and join the Colombians* This had 
the deared effect. It roused the spirit of the inhabitants, and 
many himdreds came, and placed themselves under the patri- 
otic banners. 

The conquest of Carthagena was feasible and easy; inas- 
much as the inhabitants, harrassed by ^rcat and constant vexa- 
tions, had liccome disgusted witli their Spanisli leaders. The 
Spanish authorities rjisa^reed amoim tliemselves; some desired 
an absolute kinu' ; others, tiie majority, were in favor of the 
constitution. The viecrov, Semano, who had taken shelter 
within the walls of C^ai ih,i-riia, i<nd the brigadier general Cano, 
were botli arrested, by order of tlie other Spanish auilioriiics, 
for having opposed the proclamation of tlie Spanish constitu- 
tion. Thev were dismissed from their places, and others, af- 
terwards, elected in then* stead. 

The situadon of Santa Martha was like that of Carthagena. 
In tlicse fortresses, as in all the places in the power of the Span- 
iards, there existed three distinct parties among the inhabitants 
and the Spanish administration ; the friends of indi ])endency, 
those of the Spanish constitution of 181J, and the friends of 
the ancient absolute power of the kine;. T\w Spanish brifiradicr, 
Vicente Sanchez de Lima, who, with 2700 men, was thrice 
beaten by Montilla and his 800; liaviiig retired to Santa Mar- 
tha, put himself at the head of the friends of the Spanish 
constitudon, and introduced it, in spite of the opposition of 
governor Pouas. The anarchical state of the provinces of Car- 
thagena and Santa Martha, greatly favored tne enterprise of 
Brion and MonuUa. 

But, such was the peculiar character of this war, that in the 
whole extent of Colombia, notwithstanding their increased 
moral and physical streugth, no decisive operadon, nothing of 
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important consequence, took place. The incapacity of the su- 
preme chief become, if possible, more apparent. 

Moriilo's situation was also precarious and critical. The 
revolution in Spain rendered any efficient reinforcement from 

the motlier coiiniiy, impossible. He was avvare that the new 
assembly of the Cortes like thosi; in 181 1, would never consent lo 
rccoij^nise the repuljlic of ('oloniiiia ; and uoidd jiersist in |be 
obstinacy pecuhar to ilm Spanish character. Such rccojxni- 
zance was demanded by reason, policy and jusi'f"*^. It woidd 
have put an enrl to Ijlood.ilied an<l misery. 1( would have 
given vast advantaiies to S[)ain. Tlie miseries of a desirnctive 
and protracted vvai*, could have been obliterated by a treaty 
of defence and alliance between Colombia and Spuiu ; and by 
opening a free and profitable commercial intercourse between 
two countries so long and so closely connected. In the gov- 
eminent of the colonies^ by the King and Cortes of Spain, nei* 
ther liberality nor iijenerous principles existed. 

The total want of money and provisions in the Spanish ar- 
my on the Main ; loni; and continual marches, and the discour- 
ai^ement of the soldiers, who as well as their o/licers, could judge 
of their precarious situation, ii;reatly weakened the Spanish for- 
ces. To these weie added sickness and lVe(jmM)t desertions. 

Still tlie Spanish cliiefs llatiered themse'ves that the people 
of Colombia would eventually receive the Spani-^h constitution, 
and return to their former obedience to the Spanish authorities ; 
whilst the patriots were engaged at the congress, in active and 
zealous efforts, for the discussion and adoption of their own 
constitution by that assembly. On this subject, the following 
letter is worth att<'inion. It was w ritten by a Spanish chieftain 
to one of his Iriends at St. Tljonias' : 

" FiCtters from ( "aracas, I^aLinira, (."uniann, confirm th'-- news 
liiat two connnissaries of the conirress at (iuavana, ^Messrs. 
Roscio and Al/.ura, have ])resentetl tliem<elves before the com- 
mander of one of the royal divisions, Arana, asking; leave to 
pass to the head ipiariers (of Alorillo) to prcs(Mit a despatch to 
the general-'in-chief, which is presumed to contain a proposal 
of this congress to submit to the Spanish government in case of 
the taking of the oath to the Spanish constitution at Caracas* 
This was J lot done until the 8th June. Commandant Arana 
had re fused to let them pass on, but seift the dispatch to gene- 
ral Morillo. 

The patriots are probably anxious to submit and to SWear to 
our constitution, by ibilowing the example of Spain ; to make a 
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▼irtue of nece$sitv, wiiich perhaps, later, it might not be in tlieir 
power to do.*' ^iiis is a speciinea of Sp.inish vanity and {>re- 
sumption. Tlie follomriDg facts which ouglit to be better known, 
explain the expressions of the writer. 

General MoriUo, sensible of his critical situation had secretly 
sent an agent to general Bolivar to acquaint him with the change 
of government in Spain, and, adroitly, to sound his views and 
designs with rt trnrd to it. In conscquenro of this private cora- 
municntlon l)j. lifj^rin nnd Alzurn were sent with a letter to 
MoriUo, with pruj)t r iii^inu tii»n^ lo ncinriate a treaty of pence. 
But the letter conlaiii-d no! a vvoul i tkiiivc to submission, nor 
to the acknowlcdgenicat ui ihe Spanish consihution. General 
Bolivar, In this letter to general AloriUo, grounded hb proposi- 
tion contained in it, upon his desire to avoid the further use- 
less efiiision of blood, hoping that, with the change of govern- 
ment, the muids of the Spanish leaders might change also. This 
blundering step of Bolivar, produced consequences most ma^ 
cbievous to Colombia. It was tlie means of gaining time by 
her enemies, to carry on tlie wnr four years longer ; and to the 
destruction of at le;ist iO,0(JO hves. If Bolivar had prci>uiin>- 
tuouJy refused to lu iiocirite with his fniihlrss and obstinate en- 
emy, and had attacked liim with liis })o\vei lul lorccs, in the jk)- 
sition Alutillo tiien occupied, there can be no doubt but that 
the territory might have been forever cleared of its Spanish 
tyrants. 

The 6rst false step of Bolivar was duly appreciated by 
Moriilo, and his private council. Upon the reception of Boli- 
var*s letter, he sent two commissioners, briiiadier general 
Thomas de Cires, and the adjutant general Jose Doiningues 
Diiaric, to Angostura. In June they left Caracas for Laguira, 
whence they embarked for the Orinoco, for the purpt^e of 
proposing to the rfnigres*; at Angostura their acceptance of tlic 
Spanish con^iiiiiuon. And, lliev offered .to general Bolivar 
tlie station and rank of a cupiaia-gencral, and to the other 
chieftains their respective offices and rank. But, soon after 
the departure of these commissioners, MoriUo learned that gen- 
eral Bolivar was not at Angostura, but in his head quarters at 
Montecal, nor far from him. He, therefore, sent two other 
coininissioners, Don Francisco Linaus, and Don Carlos Marha- 
do, with a copy of his tetter and proposals. 

General Morillo's long letter was directed to the congress, 
not of Colombia, but of Guayana. He skives hiiuselftlir title 
of PaciUcalor, and speaks of liberal principals, iu virtue of 
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inrbieb he is authorised by the king, to defilise the blessiogs oi 
peace and reconciliation among a people born Spaniards, be. 
&c. 

At tlic end of this letter, which is dated Jooe 17th 1820, he 
says, " the deputies would submit to the congress the basis of 

this reconciliation. 

Tlip tnn deputies of Morillo tlieii propo^r.fl an Armistice of 
one monilj ; for general B ilivar tlic rank of u S})anish captain- 
general, and the conservation of their ol]i»-{ s ard rank to all the 
rest The Armistice waserantcd, niiuvitlij-taiuliiig iliat the let- 
ter of Morillo proposed only, liiat ihe congress of Colombia 
should acknowledge the Spanish constitution and submit to the 
Spanisii government ! 

The congress answered, ^ Sir, the sovereign Congress extra* 
ordinarily convened to discuss thb despatch uf your excellency 
under date of June 17th nt your head quarters at Caracas, stat* 
ing that brigadier Don Thomas de Cires and Don Domingo 
Dnrate liave horn named to come to this cnpital in order to soli- 
cit the iinion of these counirirs w iih the constitiitionnl monar- 
chy of Spain, and that thrsti 2;eiuleinen will explain the princi- 
ples of the reronciliaiion proposed by the nation, resolved, the 
lull of this nioiuli, in puhlic session, that the following decree 
should be transmitted by me to your excellency in answer. 

The sovereign congress of Colombia desirous to re-establi^ 
peace, will readily hear all propositions made by the Spanish 
government, imder the condition that the basis of this peace be 
the recognition of the sovereignty and the independence of 
Colombia. No other shall ever be admitted, which would in 
any way deviate from d)is basis so many times proclaimed by 
the irovernment nnd the people of the republic* The presi* 
-dent has the honor to be iLc. 

FERJVANDO PENALVEE, 

Fresident of the Congrest, 

Fkhfe Delapaine, Secretary. 
At the palace of congiess at New Guayana, } 
July 13th 1820, year 10th. 5 

Besides these letters written to the congress and to general 
Bolivar, Morillo ordered that the different generab, governors, 
and other Spanish commanders throughout the territories of 
New Grenada and Venezuela, should direct letters of tiie same 
kind to the diflerent chieftains of Colombia. 

In this manner a general correspondence was established on 
the whole line, but as the subject of it was the recognition of 
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the Spanish constitotMHi of these Cortes, and their kin^, ividi- 

out a word of the republic of Colombia, all disceroiDg meo, saw 
that the object of it uas to amuse tlie Colonilii^ns, aiid oootin- 
tie the Armistice, whilst 31orilio onld reinforce liiiuself and 
prepare for a new cajnpnizn. The CokHDbians lost, by that 
opportnnitv of cxprHuiz iheir cnerntr-^. 

It is j>ro|)# r to siat^ her*-, ihai .Mnrillo acted by ilie express 
order of thu king ; and iltdi he encouraged, by the advice 
of various Spaniards, living ou the Main, who fluttered tiiem- 
selves wiiii the hope that the coiigress, and ihc chicUaius of 
Colonibta, tempted by the ofierof reuining their rank and tides, 
would gladly accede to their offers. MoriOoand his adroers 
were, therefore, surprised and mortified hy the answer of con- 
gress ; his advisers particularly ; for his principal object was to 
gain time, and prepare for a new exertion. Mone ol the Span* 
iards, from the king down to die lowest subject, ever, ibr a 
moment, conlemjtl.tted :irkrK)uledging the repnbhc. 

On the expiration of a month, the Armistice ceased, and die 
war niL'ed with new fury on liie part of the Spaniards, u lio had 
employed ilje lime in 2;ainine streniith, and who were c\asj>cr- 
a[ed by the failure of their atlempts to procure ihc acknuwl- 
edgement of die Spanish constitution. The Spaniards on die 
Main, supported Morillo with redoubled exertions and zeal* 
The constitutional government excited a national spirit, and 
produced union. The king alone had formerly been the ob- 
ject of every exertion ; by the constitution, every exertion was 
directed, or at least intended to be so, to the benefit of the 
\^'hole Spanish nation. 

Before the ncTotintions, ircneral Urdancla linvins routed 
general Mi2;'iel La Torrr-, marched a^ain^t the fortitied phicc 
of Maracaybo, and besie^^ed it. The Colombian colonel Cor- 
dova, came from the province of Antiochia, with OOO men, de- 
scended llie river Magdalena, and, on ilic 24ih of June, took 
the city of Mornpox without resistance. He tlien directed his 
march towards Teneri^ where he encountered 400 men and 
1 1 armed gun boats, all which he attacked and beat. The 
gun boats remained in bis power. He joined admiral Brion 
and colonel Montilla, at Savanilla, in the beginning of July. 
Brion detachecl vwo of the armed vessels, to go beloro Cartha- 
genu, and two others against Santa Mardia. The patriot 
colonel Lara was in the environs of that fortress wiUi nhou\ ^000 
men, whom he had recruited m the province, liis communi- 
cation was open with Montilla. 
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In June general Bolivar with 3000 men, was at Caciita. 
He advanced to Cuenca, and opened a communication with 

Monlilla. 

The 6tb June Valdes routed the Spanish colonel Lopez, in 
the province of Popayan, and its inhahitaots agab declared in 

favor nf Colnmhia. 

Uy the coiKnie'^t of MonipoK, and the dt u union of the 
Spanish e;un boats, by roloiu l CokIomi, the rl\ cr Mairdalena 
was entirely in po^st ssioii ot ilit- pairiol^, and liic roiiiniunica- 
tion between iiaranca, Savanilia and Uaranquilla, as far as Jio- 
gota, were as;ain open to the Colombians ; which greatly facili* 
tated these operations against Santa Martha and Carthagena. 

Colonel Montilla established his head quarters at Baranquil- 
la, three miles from Savanllla, where Brion rc^niniaed with his 
s(]uadron to assist his furtlier operations. At the former place 
^00 volunteers presented tliemselves, armed and organized. 
This reinforcement put bim in condition to direct bis march 
against Carlhai^ctin. whicli \^ nhnnt 30 lr,T::nii< frnm llarnnijuil- 
la. In hi:? nnrdi, he was i'\ crv wiicri' rr< t i\ rd with enihii>t- 
asm, and a^^i^t* tl with every thiiij;. The lyranny and cruelty 
of the Spaniards was so great, tliat besido niaijy otlier recruits, 
Montilla was joined by some hundred young men on horse- 
back, who had mounted and equiped themselves at their own 
expense. The ladies joined in the general enthusiasm, and I 
have been well informed that hundreds of them followed the 
troops, in different parts of these marches, on foot, carrying a 
musket for one,haDdinir; food to another, to a third water, takmg 
the greatest cnro of the sick ; and animating the soldiers by 
tlieir spirited behaviour, clieerfulness and vivacity. 

As soon as the Spanish {governor at Cnrthn^rfna was inform- 
ed of .^TontiIla^s march, lie <?ent to reconiiDiti c ilie patriots, a 
detachment of three hundrt d and thirtv men, which was attack- 
ed at Pueblo Nuevo and completely roniiMl. Twenty ollicers 
and some privates were taken ; liie remainder gained Cartha- 
gena, which was desutute of provisions, and, as I have said 
before, divided into factions* Some persons were arrested 
every day, and public feeling was strongly in fevor of Co- 
bmbia. 

A false rumor whicli tlic secret friends of independence in 
Carthageoa had spread throir^hout the city, that general Boli- 
var was coming with 12,000 men, so terrified the Spaniards, 
that the ex-viceroy, who coiiiinued to reside there, asked as a 
favor, that he might be permitted to embark ; which was grant- 
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ed bim ; and be left the place together with some monks and 
priests, foreseeing that Carthageoa would fall mio the power 
of the Colombians. 

During the stay of colonel Montilla at Baranquilla, he recetv« 
ed various despatches from the Spanish chieftains; who, hy 
the express order of their general-in-chief Morillo, .mnde him 
propo-nl?, <^tmilar to those tliey had made to general liolivnr, 
and lo thf' conLTcss of Colombia. Among them was a h iter of 
brigadier Don \ iccnte Blanches de Lima' who had liecn three 
times routed by Aiontiila and was despised, by his own party, 
for his cowardice. 

Having taken shelter within the walk of Santa Martha, he 
published a proclamation full of abuse and insult, against the 
Colombians. He said in it, that Brion and Montilla were rob- 
bers and plunderers, that they had set fne to the viUage of 
Kio Haciia, &:c. f his man, notwithstanding the cowardly as- 
sertions he had thrown upon the characters of diese two distin- 
guii^hed chieftain^, liad now the impudence to write (21 -t -luly) 
to colonel Moiitiila, proposing to him to unite wiili the Spnn- 
iards unci f'lLiht with him, against the enemies of the kln^; and of 
the Spani-h nation. To this Moniiila answered, " 1 have al- 
ready answered to their Ex. Don Pablo Morillo and Don Pe- 
dro Ricn de Porras, who made me the same proposals as you 
have done, in their official letter of the 21st of tliis month. I 
stated to. them that, without considering what the supreme 
government might determine, I would not, for my own part, 
consent to stispend hostilities; nor enter into any kind of treaty 
which should not in clear and positive terms recognize the in- 
dependence of South America; and that all oUier treaties 
shotild be founded npon tliis h?s\^. 1 repent the ?nmc to voa, 
adding that to the education antl delicacy of a gentleman, the 
proposal to desert my colors, and become a traitor to my oath 
and my c(j(in(i v, is most revolting. I send you enelosed, a 
copy of your proclamation, with such notes and remarks as 1 
thought proper to make upon it. Permit me to add,, that he 
who oontuiiies an unjust war, who deceives the people, to con- 
ceal his own weakness, bis indolence, hb cowardice and his 
numerous defeats, can be no other than a bad soldier, and a 
worse gentleman. 

God and Liberty ! Head quarters at Baranquilla 28tb July 
1820." 

I request the reader to compare dns answer with ihnt made 
by the President Liberator to general La Tone, dated Chris- 
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toval 7tli July 1820, and to judge between them. Mariano 
Aloiuilla is far superior to Simon Boliv ar, in patriotism, firmness 
of character, personal bravery, and military skill ; and, this is 
acknowledged by all who know them. 

General Bolivar wrote to Miguel La Torre the following 
letter. I accept with the greatest satisfaction, for the army 
here, the armistice for the space of one month dating from yes- 
terday, proposed by your excellency as commander in chief 
of the Spanish army. I am sorry that the commissaries of the 
Spanish government have been obliged to make such a long 
and circuitous route, he. kc. 

(Si-ned) S. BOLIVAR." 

The ingratitude of general Bolivar, as well as his ^ross igno- 
rance of civil administration, are apparent from his trcatiuent of 
his constant friend and benefactor, admiral Brion. 

When Brion arrived at the seaport of Savanilla, he by a 
proclamation to the foreign powers friendly to Colombia, and 
particularly to those who were friendly to her commercial citi- 
zens, reduced- the duties of the custom house from 33 to 25 
per cent. This he did for the purpose of inducing such for- 
ei^cncrs to enter there, and establisD a commercial mtercourse 
with the Colombians. The measure was pnliric and wise ; 
and met the hear^ approbation of every enlightened iiiead of 
the causp. 

As soon as jrcneral Bolivar arrived at Savanilla, and heard of 
the proclamation, he was highly dis[)leased, and fell into a vio- 
lent passion. When admiral Brion attempted to explain his 
motives, and show the great advantage resulting from the 
change. Bolivar refusecl to hear him, and immediately order- 
ed a military publication, called a bando, proclaiming by the 
sound of drums, that from that day, the duties should be es- 
tablished upon the ancient footing of 33 per cent. The con- 
sequences of this act were, that he wounded the -feelings, and 
compromised the authority of admiral Brion, (who very sensi- 
bly felt this public affront,) and caused the suffjring and death 
of hundreds of bis own people ; for these hi*h duties kept out 
vessels, and cut off necessary supplies from the squadron, and 
from the land troops. INIisery and want, united with the sul- 
try climate, produced fevers, and other maladies, to which 
many hundreds fell victims. 

Greneral Bolivar went further. He imposed such heavy 
taxes upon the inhabitants of Baranquilla, Soledad, St. Stanis- 
laus ,BaraDca, &c., who received Mootilla with enthusiasm, that 
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he excited among them general dissatisfaction, by depriving 
them of all hope of reimbursement. All this was done after 
Montilla had gone from Baranquilla to Turbacco, whither Bo- 
livar came and staid two days. It is his liabit to wander from 
one place to another, giving laws, and publisliing proclama* 
tions and decrees, altering the existing state of things, general- 
ly for tlio worsp, as at Savanilla. A hasty glance, a report of 
one of bis surroundiji^ flatterpr?, even a sarcastic reJlot tion, 
have sullicctl to clian^i: every tliiiiLr, durinir his stay of iwenty 
four, and .soinetiiiies not over iwi 1\ u lioiirs. He acted iliui at 
Baranfjiiilla, Soledad, and St. buuiislaus, the udiubitants of 
all uhicli places had made every exertion in favor of iSIoutilla's 
troops as they passed. Montilla had the good sense to treat 
them politely, to exact nothing beyond their means, and to de- 
pend on their voluntary kindness. . The President liberator, 
under the pretext of loans, forced them to their utmost eflbrts. 
They of course bore him no good will. 

Montilla, relying upon tlic factious state of tJie interior of the 
Carthngcn;in fortresses, and tlinse of Santa Martha, sent coloneJ 
Lara, willi bUU of his corps, against the latter j)lace, Avhilc lie 
himself marclietl witii ilie rest to Turbacco, wlieie he wailed for 
reinforcements. Tbi.-, place is four league*? from Carthagena. 

Here JVIoniilia received frotu general Holivar various des- 
patches for the governor of Carthagena, brigadier general Ga- 
briel de Torres, again treating of a new arrangement and of 
peace. The officers hearing the proposals were well received, 
but the offers of Bolivar were rejected. Letters were several 
tinu s exchanged between Torres and Montilla, to no purpose. 
Bolivar went to Turbacco in August 1 820, and renewed the ne* 
gotiations, but having no success, he departed after a stay of 
two days. 

On the 1st of September, the Spanish governor of Cartha- 
gena sent (300 men airainsl colonel Montilla, at Turbacco. His 
troops were surpri^ed in the night of ibe 2d and od, and rout- 
ed. Cannon, bag^itge, ammunition, Sic. fell into die hands of 
the Spaniards. But among the routed troops of Montilla, were 
some fifty Irishmen, who rallied, formed themselves, and rush- 
ed with such vigor upon the 600 Spaniards, that they lulled a 
considerable number, and forced the remainder to retire, leaving 
tlieir new acquisitions in the hands of these heroic Irishmen. 

Cartliagena was supplied with fresh provisions, and, among 
other tilings, with COO barrels of flour, by the Spanish corvette, 
Ceres; and was thus enabled to hold out for some time longer. 
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Colonel Lnra had SOO men, chiefly natives, commancleil by 
Kiirnpoiin fjlhci r^. lit" Hir^rted his march towards tlie CiiK'<;a, 
wiiiiher luluiiial Hrion had sent colonel Padilia with forty jruu- 
boats, in bupjjori ol the inovenienLs of Lara, who expected re- 
inforcements from the interior of New Grenada. 

Montilla, finding that he could efllect nothing against Cartba- 
gena by remaining at Turbacco, left there a small corps of ob- 
servation, and came m October, with the rest of Iiis troops, to 
join Lara, who was encamped on the borders of tlie river Cin- 
ega. He had reinforced himself considerably on his march, 
and admiral Brion had sent him all the troops he could spare, 
so that when Mnntilhi again took the command, he was at the 
head of about 2500 men. 

Admiral Brion sailed iVom Sa vanilla the 19iji of Oc tober 
with elevLMi armed ve<5si'l>, to ltlo( kade Santa Ma.riiia, whilst 
JVIontilla and Lara approached it by land. 

Montilla passed the Cienega, attacked Sanchez de Lima, 
and easily routed him, on the dth of November, at a place call- 
ed Fundation. The action was decided in half an hoor* 
Governor Lima was one of the fu st who fled. He escaped by 
the road to Upar, leaving in the hands of his enemy, his ar- 
tillery, baggage, and 500 of his men. When tlie governor, 
general Forms, heard of this drfont, he thonc:ht no longer of 
defenditrj; Santa Martha with his rcmainiiiLi 1 500 nien, but em- 
barked 111 iijreat haste, in tiic nii:;hl of the Sth of November, on 
board of the French sr iioont r Frelon, with all his ba^imsr, and 
came to sliulier hiinseli in the suonger fortress of Caiihagena. 

Alter tliis engagement, colonel Montilla met witli little re- 
nslance, and, being vigorously supported by the squadron of 
admiral Brion, he entered Santa Martha on the II th of No- 
vember, having lost only a few men. They found large maga- 
xines and warlike stores in the place. 

The occupation of thb important fortress was attributed prin- 
cipally to the ex Milons and activity of admiral Brion, and the 
bravery of colonel Padilia, who commanded the gunboats. 
The latlrr is the rolr)re(l man of that name \vlio afterwards 
took the funr forts fd Boca Chica, (the siron'j; hold of Cartha- 
gena,) Mararayho, and, in 1814, Porto Cabello. He is now 
(lS2b) arrcsled, and in prison atCcUihagcna. 

The taking of Santa Martha, which protected tlie mouth ot 
the large river Magdalena, made the Colombians masters ot 
this river, up as far as Honda, and of the road thence by land, 
as far as Bogota, and of all the provinces of the interior of New 
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(in nndn. Alter this, the fall of Carthagena could not much 
loiiifd be prevented. 

Wliile this was passing at Saota Martha, general Bolirar 
started from Turbacco, up the rU'er Magdaiena, to the profince 
Popayan, and joined generab Sanander and Valdes, who bad 
collected a force of from (3 to 7000 men. As long as these 
two generals acted without liolivar, they were almost constant- 
ly victorious. This is attributed partly to their knowing the 
ground hetter than their c^enoral-in-chief, hut principally to their 
hpitt:: at lihcrtv tn net fri^< Iv and promptlv, n< rirnTr7i-;n!irr<! 
required. Thr\ li;ui -cverai tlioiisand ni rt iiieu liian vvere 
necessary to drive t^eiieral ('alzada otit of tijat province and 
Iroai the territory' of New (ircauila. (Jcneral IJolivar's arrlv jI 
dislurhed all. He would follow his own notions iu every Uiing, 
and spumed at all advice. He took command of these supe- 
rior forces, and was beaten io difierent actions, and was forced 
to retreat wiUi only 2000 of these troops. He had mdeed ai 
numerous retinue of eminrants, amounting to ahove 4000 per- 
sons of both sexes, who (led with him towards the plains of 
Apure in Venezuela. On his arrival there, he complained 
much of the apathy of tlie Grenadans. Hi« roinj)! lint- had no 
othtT foiindntiou hut hi*; hatred, as a Cara^iiiu, ;]i:amM ilie r'^od 
people (if ( in iiad;), wiio-c hatred he had ili au n U[>ou himself 
bv his torccd taxes, levied wiiliont leuard to order or juMice. 
The product of these, too, was ut>ioriously squandered u|K>ij his 
flatterers and favorites, so that little or notliing remained ibr the 
pay or support of the army. So discouraged were the troops, 
that Calzada routed them in four several actions ; the conse- 
quence of which was the evacuation, by Bolivar^s troops, of 
Nr\v Grenada. 

The royalists not only gained more provinces, but the pub- 
lic opinion t imed in tlieir favor, insomuch that guerillas were 
formed, under the roiumand of rule »rii 1 Santipana, to intercept 
a i:r(';u (jiiantitv nl arms, :imniiiiiitii>ii. jiii 'vi^'nt-ic. See., destined 
f<T tilt' iiult'pi'ntlriii ;iiin\ ; iiiaii\ (it \vlii»m mo. were taken 
prisoners. Tliese sueee^^e> ot Monll;> \v t re eousequences of 
Bolivar's entering into nejjotiations with his enemies, wiiiiout 
having first laid a foundation for diesc ue^oliations. 

Meanwhile general Morillo was not inactive. He came from 
Valencia to Caracas, and raised a new levy of 3000 men, and 
received 100,000 dollars io cash, besides what was delivered 
him, in provinons^ imilbnos and equipments, to enable him to 
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continue the war efficiently. The captain-general of the island 
of Cuba, Cagij;al, promised hiui a similar sum every month. 

General Bolivar, after having made his tour from Savanilla to 
Baranquilla, Soledad, St. Stanislaus and Turhacco, came back 
to San Fernando de A pure ; whence he passed to the province 
of Popayan. General Morillo perceiving that the Colombians 
made no movements, ordered general de^ La Torre, who com- 
manded the Spanish forces in New Grenada, to march from 
Tunja upon Truxillo, uniting all his disposable forces, to join 
him, for the purpose of attacking general Bolivar. Morillo be- 
ing too weak to attack ihc Colombians alone, waited the ar- 
rival of de La Torre ; and, meanwhile, on two separate occa- 
sions, gained some trilling advantages over the patriots. In 
spite of the great superiority of the Colombians, in point of num- 
bers, and in regard to public opinion, which was generally in 
favor of independence, and which every where powerfully sup- 
ported them, ihey dared not to attempt any thing decisive ; 
all remained in this state of suspense. 

Suddenly every one was astonished with news that two offi- 
cers had arrived at the head quarters of general Morillo, sent 
by general Bolivar, to treat again of peace and friendship. 
This occasioned the more surprise, as the latter had published 
the following proclamation, dated General Head-quarters, at 
Carache, October 11th, 1820. 

" Simon Bolivar, President Liberator, SiC. he. Two pro- 
vinces more have entered into the bosom of the republic. Tlie 
forces of the Liberator have advanced, amidst the blessings of 
the people restored to liberty. Caracas will soon be witness 
to a great act of justice. Our enemies will return to their 
country, and ours will be rendered up to its children. Peace 
or victory will give us the remainder of the provinces of Co- 
lombia. They have ollered us peace and a constitution. We 
wdl reply peace and independence, because this independence 
alone can assure us the friendship of the Spaniards, and to the 
people their free will and their sacred rights. Can we accept 
a code from our enemies, and disgrace the laws of our country.? 
Can we violate the rights of nature, by crossing the ocean, in 
order to unite two countries so distant from each other ? Could 
we confound our interests with those of a nation which had al- 
ways been the instrument of our torments? No, Colombians ! 
No one has to fear the liberating army, which approaches with 
the sole intention to break your chains. She has upon her 
standards the colors of Iris, and desires not to sully the glory 
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of her arms by the efTusion of human blood. By order of the 
Preadem liberator. 

(Signed) ANTONIO DE SUCRE, 

Provisional Secretary of fVar,** 

Moreover ihe province of Cuenca had, sometiine before, de- 
clared her independence, and bad elected a patriotic Junta. 
In consequence of the expedition sent by the Junta of Guaya- 

fjnil nn;ninst Quito, four ^Icpartmcnts of iliat provinre, had also 
voluntarily submitted to the republican army. The province of 
Rio Harha hnd done the same, so that, nt that time, 15 pro- 
vinces of \t'\v Cireiinda, out of 22, had alrcadv Hjiiied the srov- 
eminent of Colombia ; and the Spaniards had no more than 
the fortress of Carthagcna, and the istiimus of Panama. 

Iq Venezuela six provmces out of eight obeyed the laws of 
Colombia. 

Such was the situatbn of this republic, leaving out of consid- 
eration, the nurocrotis armies, the public spirit, the supplies 
from every quarter of Europe, the forei£;n tioops full of zeal to 

distinguish themselves, when Bolivar suddenly renewed nego- 
tiations with the Spanish commander-in-chief. In his letter to 
Morillo, he made overtures to him, to terminate the South 
American troubles in an amicable way, and invited him to 
send, the 23d of the same month, (leptiiius to liis iiead quar- 
ters, \uih whom he mi|i,ht have a lull understanding, and who 
might labor with him at this great work. 

General Morillo, surprised at r eceiving such a proposal in a 
moment so critical to him, was anxious to accept it, and wrote 
immediately to Hollvar to that efiect. He could not think 
that the proposal had been without some occult motive ; and 
therefore gave strict orders to his subalterns commanding the 
troop?, to redouble dicir acti\ ity and viirilancc. He soon af- 
terwards moved his head (juarters Irom \ alencia to Calabozo, 
that he might be nearer to the Pre>i(h nt Liberator. 

As general Bolivar had oHcrt'd and required hostages for 
the security of reciprocal good faiili ; Morillo designated Don 
Carrea tlie civil governor of Caracas, Don Juan Toro alcalde, 
of the same place, and Don Francisco Linares. They left the 
city of Caracas, for Punto Pedrcgal, where they were to remain 
as hostages during the conferences between Morillo and Bolivar. 

Meanwhile tlie Colombians moved towards Caracas, and 
took possession of the cities of Truxillo and Merida, and of Ca- 
rora, a amaU village, three days march from Goto. 
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November 5th, two officers arrived at ihe advanced posts of 
the royalists, encamped at Humaraco, not far from the advanced 
posts of general Bobver* These depades were the cobDeb 
Sune and Ambrosoo Plazo, who were the bearers of proposak 
of peace and friendship, from the President Liberator. The/ 
were immediately conducted to the head quarters of general 
Morillo, at Carache, who received them very ci\HIy, and in- 
vited them to spend the day with him. Bolivar had, among 
ojher things, demanded of general Morillo, to send commissa- 
ries to liiin, at his head quarters. The Spanish commander 
complied with this demand by sending the two Colombian 
colonels, with the greatest poHteness, back to their s;eneral. 
But Bolivar, impaticai tlial no commissaries came to him from 
Morillo, sent to the Spanish general new deputies, who arrived 
November 16th, and who anxiously demanded the departure 
of the Spanish commissaries, already named by Morillo. These 
were Don Ramon Couca, Juan Rodriguez delToroand Fran- 
cisco Gonzales de Linares, who received orders to hasten their 
departure from'Barquisimeio, where tliey were on the 17th. 

When they arrived at Truxillo, the head quarters of general 
Bolivar, they were received as if they had been conqiierers. 
Two treaties were here made with great despatch. One of 
them was an armistice between the two contending parties, 
which bore the title of Armistice between the Spani.'th and 
patriot armies.'''' It began with tlie following intioduction : 
*'Tbe governments of Spain and Colombia, anxious to finish 
the discords existing between the two parties, and considering 
that the first and most important step to attain this end is a sus- 
pension of hostilities, in order to explain and understand each 
Qtber^ have agreed mutually to name commissaries to stipulate, 
and to determine upon an armistice. To this end his excel- 
lency," &LC. (here mllow the names of the commissaries,) after 
having exchanged their respective powers, dated 22d of the 
pre-^ent month, (November,) and after bavins; exhibited their 
proposals and the explanations, olTrred by both parties, hnve 
agreed, and do asrree upon a ireaiy ol armistice, under tlie 
specified clauses in the following articles : 

Article 1. Between the two armies, Spanish and Colombian, 
hostilHies of every description shall cease from the moment that 
the ratification oi the present treaty shall be published. War 
shall cease ; no hostile act shall be committed between them 
during the whole time of the duration of tliis armistice. 

Art. 2. The time of this suspension shall last during six months, 
35 



374 



MSMOIBS OP BOLIFiJl. 



dating from die day of its rati6cation ; but as the principal and 
fuudatiiental basis of ibis ti natv are the good faith and liie sin- 
cere wishes with which boih jiarties arc animated to end the 
war, a prorogation of the term now tixed, nmy lake place for 
so much more time as may be necessary, if lliis term shall have 
expired before the conclusion of ihe negotiatioDs, which shall 
be commenced ; in case» moreover, of there being a hope of 
bringing them to a conclusion. 

The treaty consists of 14 articles, in none of w hich is any 
mention made of recognizing tlie republic of Colombia, or of 
its independence. It was ratified by Bolivar at Trnxillo the 
26ih, and by Morillo at Cnrachc the 2Gil) of November, 1S20. 

The second frcniy made and si2;ned by the same persons at 
Trnxillo, Noveniiier 26th, stipuhiied to regulate this war upon 
a more iinmanc f ootinj^, and in conformity with the rules of war 
among the civilized nations of Kurope, tliat prisoners should 
not be put to death, but exchanged, and receive more humane 
treatment, the dead should be buried» &c. &c. These trea« 
ties do honor to the humane feelings of both parties. 

After all was done, the two generals, Bolivar and Morillo, 
met together, and spent some time in rejoicings and festivals. 
The details of their meetings have been published in many 
newspapers, and are not worth repeating hem. 

This men«iire of Holivar excited the asioinshment of all the 
more enli2;htened Colombians. They openly declared, thiU lie 
had no riij;hl to solicit an armistice with an (Miemy s^rcaily infe- 
rior in force and in resources j ;ind especially, as lit had, a few 
months before, formally declared against any treaty, wliich should 
not expressly admit the independence of the republic. They 
asked among themselves, ^ what reason could he have for not ex- 
plaining himself upon a matter so interesting to himself, and to 
the republic \vhose representative he was ? How could he trans- 
gress the resolution of congiess, who, in their letter to Morillo, 
had declared that no treaty should he made with Spain, before 
the Spani-^b government acknowledged tlie independence of 
the Colombian Kepuhlic Some said that general Bolivar 
had acted [)ere, as he had done every where else, rashly nnd 
precipitately, without ronsultin?; conc;re>s, or ad\ isinj^; u uh tuiy 
man. Others finally said, lie should have better known the ob- 
stinacy of the Spanish character, and the duplicity of king Fer- 
dinand, than to flatter himself with a foolish hope, that such a 
man would have been able to acknowledge the independence 
of Cobmbia, u long as there existed the least hope to subjact 
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them by the force of arms. Tlie present Spanish squadron 
united under idmira] Laborde, in the harbor of Havana, ready 
to attack either Mexico or Colombia, is the best proof of my 
assertion. 

The fact is, that general Bolivar, by acting with this rash- 
ness, brought upon his countrymen new scences of bloodshed 
aud W9Tf as will appear from the foUowing chapter* 



CHAPTER XX. 

Renewal of hostilities — Manifest of General dt La Torre — 
Battle of Cara'jo'jo — Conduct of La Torre and jMj rales — 
Rolimr at Caracas — Surrender of Carthngena, Maracaybo^ 
and Porto Cabdlo — Entire evacuation of the Main by the 
Sfaniihforcet, 1821-1824. 

As soon as the aroistice was signed, ratified and proclaimed, 

general Morillo hiistened to leave his army, aod to reuirn to 
pain, where a rich bride awaited him. He was glad to leave 
a country where he had lost much reputation by his ill admin- 
istration gonrrally, and particularly by his tyranny, cruelty, and 
capricious duplicity, during his command on the Main. This 
(1 know not what to call him,) after assuming the title of Paci- 
ficator of South America at Bos;ota in ISIG, ordered sonie 
hundreds of the most wealthy and respectable iulmbiiauts to be 
shot : In the island of Margarita, he destroyed and put to 
death, hanged and shot, not only men standing upon their de- 
fence, but women and children also ; at Papao, Cabellos, and 
Boca-Chica, where he suflTered tl: cruel Morales to human 
hospital of laaorinos* His cruelties were notorious every 
where. 

General Morillo st;!;ncd the armistice, \hr 2Gth November, 
and on the ITih of December, he embarked at Porto Cabello, 
for tlie Havana. He finished his course as he commenced it; 
in violation of the rii;ht of brigadier-general Morales, he named 
for his successor, brigadier-general Miguel de La lorre, who 
was both unskilful and cowardly ; who had lost many battles ; 
and the wbde province of Guayana ; and was despised by his 
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own officers ; wherens Morales, had advanced from a private, 
to become a vii:;ilani, active, and brave commander. Tliou^h 
detestably (. ruei to his cik rnic ^, he ha<? been more than oiire 
seen, ulule encamped in llic inulal of liis suldicri*, giviug ibem 
bis own sljoes, blaiikci, even his coat to cover the sick, while 
he iav' almost naked upon the ground. Tbe appointment of 
La Torre created jeaioiisy and acbism between tbeietiio 
chieftains, and finished what Morillo left imdooe towards tbe 
destruction of tbe remaining Spanish army m ColombuL 

The same day that Mnrillo left Porto Cabello, for tbe Ha- 
vana, a squadron of 2 frisates, 1 corvette kc. with 4 transports, 
arrived at Laguira from Cadiz ; bringing 0000 muskets, 7000 
uniforms &lC ; but no troops; in flioir stead came 4 commissa- 
ries whom the king bad *^pnt lo th»' Main, to ffcrify it. They 
had iL'ccivpd an exprf'v> unit r to coiu liuli' a j)ea< c upon no 
other b:i^i-, tiiau tiiai the secrder^ i>huukl previously recog- 
nize and obey tlie constitution of liie Spanish Cortes of 161S. 

When these commissaries were informed of the armistice of 
26th of November, they were surprised, and opcul} expressed 
their dissatisfaction. They immediately spread a rumor that 
10,000 Spaniards were ready to embark from Spain, and that 
in case tbe commissaries should not be able to e£to a pacifi- 
cation upon the terms above mentioned, these troops would tm- 
modiately sail for the jMain, and join the loyalist troops remain- 
ing there. This rumor mndc^ no impression upon the patriots, 
because tliey kn^w if to hr a tiction. 

Genera! Bolivar pi ict iv( d at last, that in proposing the ar- 
mistice of tho J«'.(h ot WovenilM r, had acicd Injudiciously. 
But instead of retrieving liis fauha as far as he could, by decla- 
ring that hostilities should re-commence in eipht days, if tbe 
commissaries and La Torre should not send bim a formal re- 
cognition of the republic of Colombia, he adopted a crooked 
course, unworthy the chief of such a country ii> lombia. 
He subjected himself to tbe just censure even of La Torre, as 
will appear by the Spanish manifesto, made out in the manner 
of fja Torre, who rx[>o-od Holivar's conduct by publl-hinir his 
ofhcial Irttrrs. Tiic two following documents show what was 
Bolivar's niaiiiK r nf artinz : 

The first is a pi orlaiuaiion of eencral Bolivar lo his army j 
the second to tlie iuhabiiants of Colombia. 

" Soldiers ! Peace should have been the recompense of the 
armistice which is about to expire. But Spam has seen with 
indifierence, tbe painful sufferings which we have experienced 
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on her account. The remainder of the Spanish government in 
Colonihi:i, cannot tn 'iisure their j)o\ver with lliat of 25 provin- 
ces which you have deliveicd iVom slavery. Colombia ex- 
pects from you its entire emancipation she expects more ; she 
commands you imperiously, in the midst of your victory, to 
fulfil with vigor ilie duties of your sacred struggle. I have al- 
ways relied upon your courage, your perseverance ; but fiom 
your discipline alone 1 expect to have the satbfaction of ac- 
quiring new glory wliich you are on the eve of obtaining. Sol- 
diers ! I hope you will have humanity and compassion even for 
your most bitter enemies. Be the mediators between 
the vanquished and vour victoiioiis nrms ; and show your* 
selves as great in generosity as you are in hra\ ery. 
liberating head-quarters at Barinas April iTth 1R21. 

(Signed) BOLIVAR." 

The second was as follows, and of the same date and sigua- 

lure : 

Colombians! the anxieties ot on i arini<^s, our unlieartl o I pri- 
vation? ; the tears ol the people almost expirinji;, force us again 
to take arms in order to obtain peace by ex[)ellin2; our invad- 
ers. Tins war, nevertheless, siiail not be a war of death, not 
even of rigor ; it shall be a sanctified crusade. We shall fight 
to disarm, and not to exterminate our enemy. We shall strug- 
gle to obtam the crown of brilliant glory," &c. &c. 

If it was true that the remainder of the Spanish govern- 
ment in America, could not measure its power with 25 free 
provinces," and that Spain saw with indifference the sufifer- 
mgs endured by him and his army," why not put an end to 
these sufferings, and those of the country, while he had tlie 
means of doinj; it in his ow n hands ? That Colombia had 
"heard w^ithjoy the propositions for peace, made by Spain," 
was absolutely false ; she desired peace indeed, but she pre- 
ferred war to dependence, to every tiling but liberty and inde- 
pendence ; and this had been unequivocally expressed by the 
voice of the whole countiy. It is certain that Bolivar hmiself 
was the first who })roposed an asmistice ; and it is certain thai 
he did this at a time when, with bis fat superior forces, he 
might easily have destroyed tiiose of the Spaniards. 

Morillo and his king had simply proposed that Colombia 
should acknowledge the Spanish constitution, and to submit to 
her government. Their proposition was plain and unequivo- 
cal. How even Bolivar could propose, first an armisuce of 
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one month, and then six months, without rhiimin;^, or even 
mentioning tl)e acknowledgnu'iU of ihu repuhlir, is an euig(na. 
Such is the mnii wlio directs tlie dLsiinics of two millions of 
his cuuairyinen, whom lie rule^ vviih absolute power, and whom 
he makes daily more slavish and miserable. 

During the armistice, the congress was removed from An- 
gostura to the city Del Rosario de Cucuta, in the department 
of Bogota, and province of Pamplona, as being a more central 
position between Veneznt lii and New Grenada, there to re- 
main until the new city of Bolivar could be built. 

1 will give here some extracts from the manifesto published 
at tlie expiration, in April, of the armistice, and dntcd, Head- 
quarter^i at (.'uracas, 1S2I, by brigadier general Mi'^ n i de I^a 
Torre, as gL'neral-in-chief of the Spanish troops iu Colombia, 
respecting the comiuuaiioii of tlie war. 

For his introduction, he says : " From the armistice con- 
cluded It Tnixillo, and ratified by their ezceliencies, the court 
of Carthagena,and Don Simon Bolivar, human prudence might 
have hoped that peace would have reigned again over the 
whole territoiy of the Main ; that the unjust passions would 
have given way to reason, justice, truth, and to the other vir- 
tues," &c. 

** The principal motives which hid served until now, as a 
pretext, to justify in the eyes of the world ihe troubles in these 
countries, hud, fortunately, di.^ap[)enred. It was no more the 
despot 1' I i dinand who oceupied tlic tlirone of Spain, it was no 
more an aiburary power iliut disposed of the welfare of die 
Spaniards ; no— it was Ferdinand the Constitutionalist, who 
bad voluntarily resigned this odious power, and who had res-> 
lored to the law all its majesty and force. The Spanish mon- 
archy, already spread over the whole world, was no more an 
union of slaves; the Spaniards were already free." 

" The hopes which my predecessor Iiad conceived, so just- 
ly, to re-establish peace and tranquility, for so long a time lost, 
liaving vanished, he had nothjni^ left him to do, but to prepare 
again for war, when he received an olTi( ial despatch from his 
excellency, the president, dated Cuciiia 21st September, by 
wiiK-h he invited liiin to new pacific proposals. Diirinc; tliis, 
he, the president, accelerated his man h under frivolous pre- 
tences, and absolutely contradictory to tlie proposed object." 

Aly predecessor was nevertheless obliged to obey the or* 
den of his majesty, to nedect no means to restore to this 
country its hut prosperity. In such a manner were the con* 
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ferences began at Tnixillo, not to treat there of peace, but to 
impend hostilities, wbilst the commUaartes of his excellency 
the president, could have departed for the court of Madrid, to 
present their demands and pretentions before the supreme gov- 
emment of the nation, whicn alone could decide denniiely upon 
dieni. His excellency the president was very well intormed 
that my predecessor had no power to do it ; and it was upon 
this informaiioii lljat the ratification of the ariDi^tirp wn«? ^rroimf?- 
ed : the contents ol this treaty alone 'will sulhcieutiy prove this 
fact" &c. 

In this latter assertion coneral La Torre was perfectly cor- 
rect, la tlie two documents signed at Truxillo, one may 
aearch in vab for a passage which would induce the reader to 
think that the repubhc had been acknowledged by MoriUo or 
his commissaries. 

To cite the whole of La Torre*s prolix and verlose letter, 
would be useless ; but he cites some letters and facts which are 
8trons;1y against general Bolivar. He accuses him and gene- 
ral Urdaneta of having violated the armistice of Jantiary 28lh 
in Maracaybo, of which the latter took possession ilie 8lh April 
durins; the existinsj treaty, at the head of a strojit^ division, and 
enirenelied hiniself, notwithstanding; that hostilities were not to 
cutinnence hefore the 12ih. Before this, Bolivar violated the 
treaty at Baiinas, which, he reinforced with a battalion of 
troops. In this memoir were also cited some letters Which 
speak strongly against Bolivar, and expose his duplicity. 

Alter having corresponded and lamented much, general 
Bolivar at last, on the loth of March, notified La Torre by 
letter, that hostilities'sliould recommence in conformity to the 
12th article of the treaty, at the expiration of thirty days. The 
war was renewed accordingly. 

After receiviiiL; this letter, La Torre left Caracas and went 
to C;ilaljozo, in the bes;inninf; of April, lie prepared for ficht- 
inc:. by i^iving out order.s, tliui his ollicers, after his example, 
sl)ould bu confessed and receive the sacraments and abso- 
lution. It is reported, by eye wimesses, that La Torre began 
already to manifest symptoms of the same fever which attack* 
ed him at the batde of San Felix in Guayana. 

Before La Torre's departure from Caracas, he published 
two proc lamations, one directed to the army, the other to the 
few inhabitants remaining under his dominion. Both were 
dated Caracas 23d of March 1821. He made a great dis- 
play of words, without spirit or vigor. The productions were 
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cbaracteristic of the man, resembling more a CapuMnade 
than an address of a commander-iD-cmef. 

A third proclamation was issued by general Ramon Correa 
J Guevara, captain-general nf Venezuela, the 28lh of March, 
in which he told the inhabitants, that one single sentiment 
should exist ; one single ojiinion ; one single cry — the consti- 
tution, the king, or duatli JUit notwitlistandins; this display 
of heroic seniiiticnt, Mr. Correa himself preferred flight to 
deatii, and set the first example, by retiring from Caracas, af- 
ter having, in imitation of his commander La Torre, duly con- 
fessed himself. Correa, while governor of Caracas, left tlie 
cit^ secretly, in the night of the 14th of May, and Bermudes, 
the next evening, entered the capital, without having 6red a 
musket. He found the citjr abandoned by all the people of any 
note. They bad retired towards Laguaira and Porto Cabello, 
to live no more under the government of Bolivar. The great- 
est part of these inhabitants embarked for the West Indies and 
the United Srates of North America. 

The entry of H< rmudes into Caracas resembled a funeral. 
In tlie streets were found a mass of miserable wretches, some 
begging a ( • nt for charity. Prostitutes mingled in the ranks 
of tlie soldiers, amidst the ringing of bells, and tlic bound of 
cannon. Bermudes gave a ball, at which, not four ladies of 
distinction were found ; all the othets were colored people or 
blacks. He ordered, under heavy penalties, a general iUununa- 
tion for three nights, gave dinners and festivals, and lived jo- 
vially, at the expense of the ruined inhabitants. Bermudes 
published an appeal to the inhabitants, inviting them to join his 
troops ; and, with great pains, obtained about 300 blacks of the 
lowest class. Bermudes attempted to rnise, by imposition, 
some money for tlie suppoit of iiimseh and iiis troops, but could 
not obtain so much as 60Ul) dollars. The rabble broke into 
some stores and plundered iliem, and were with dilBculty re- 
strained by the troops. 

In May 1801, tlic Ibrces of general Bolivar amounted 
to 15,000 m Venezuela abne. Among these were more 
than 2000 European troops, whilst La Torre, (by his own 
fauh, as is said,) had not 0000. Well informed persons have 
said, that he relied upon the deceitful promises oi Bolivar, who 
flattered him with hopes of peace, (and this appears from La 
Torre's memoirs.) c\ pectin*: that the nesjotiations would end 
in peace, he remained inactive, whilst Bolivar was reinforcing 
himself on all sides. In La Torre's memoirs are found lie* 
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qaent expressions of his good foUh and his lore of peace, oiu? Aw 
unbounded devotion topeaeefiil meatareSf (which no one doubt* 
ed who knew hb mUitary character.) The feelings of the 
Spanish troops towards their leader, are also to be considered. 

The majoiity of them were displeased at his being their com- 
mander. Tfiey said that he was a coward, and that he had 
done noliiing since the first breach of the armistice at Barinos, 
in December 1S20, though from that breach, it was plain that 
Bolivar did not incline to observe the treaty of Truxillo. 

After the action of Carabobo, well ioforiued men asserted, 
that the loss of the Spanish forces in Colomhia, was entirely 
the &ult of La Torre ; that instead of uniting all his forces m 
the litde village, he contented himself with the 6rst division, 
consisting of 2500 infantry and about 1500 cavalry, command- 
ed by himself and Morales, whilst Bolivar, who joined Paez at 
San Carlos, had about 6000 infantry, among whom were al)out 
1 100 European troops, (called the British legion,) and 3000 
Llaneros on horseback. 

The village of Carabobo, celebrated for the famous battle 
fought there the 2l3th of June, is situated about half way be- 
tween San Carlos and Valencia, six leagues distant from the 
latter ci^. There the Spaniards had tuen a strong position. 
Hms position was judiciously chosen bjr Morales, who, in all 
miliiaij matters, was, beyond comparison, superior to hb com- 
maader. The shape of the ground afibrded great advantage, 
or ntber a decisive superiority, over any assailant, for if an 
enemy forced a passage in front, they might retire to the next 
position, and so for several steps, disputino; every inch of ground 
with advantat^e, while ihe assailants, fighting at disadvantage, 
must suffer considerable loss. It is a plain, interspersed with 
hills, of vviiich, the greater part were covered with trees, and 
full of rocks, which defended them on every side. Thirty 
thousand men might manoeuvre on the plain with ease, having 
in front but one defile, and that, the onl^ passage to Valencia. 

The Spaniards confident that their wings were well protect- 
ed, the left wing, moreover, resting upon a deep morass, post- ' 
ed themselves on the public road. Upon a hill opposite the 
defile, they placed two pieces of cannon and a squadron of 
cavalry on their right wing. In this posidon they waited for 
the enemy during twenty days, confident of success whenever 
they should be attacked. 

Bolivar knowin'j; that the welfare of tlic republic depended 
upon this batUe, when he saw the eneroy^s position, wavered 
36 
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whether to attack tliem or not. He aasembled a oouncil of 

war and again proposed an armistice. His subalterns unani- 
mously, and with (li-flnin, n jpi !( (i the proposal.. Gpr!*»ral 
Mnrrno proposed to iiini the position ot the cneinv ; Imt alter 
haviiii; (h-( u>-f'<i and rejected various plans and propo<:il-, the 
inajoiiiy dcLided to risk every thing and attack tJie eneinv io 
his sironi; hold. Asjainst Bolivar's proposal to try another ar- 
mistice, Faez and Bermudes spoke i^itb great warmth and in 
strong terms. 

On the 24th of June, the Colombians, about 8000 strong, 
came before the enemy. When Bolivar saw the passage so 
strongly guarded, he again hesitated to conunence ihc attack. 
But Paem and Bernunk s warndy insisted upon it. Whilst they 

were discussinc; the subject, there stood among l^olivor's reti- 
nue, one of hi"^ iruidr^:, who overheard th^ roiiver-ailmi. Ttii? 
man, who wns j>rrk'i ily acqunintrd with the cotinir\ . cair.t' m ar 
tlie Liberator and ttiKi him, in a wiii-pi r, thnt he knew a loot 
path, throuEjh uhieh ilie rit;ht wing ot the Spaniards mi2:ht be 
turned. Bolivar knew the man well, and alter consulting with 
him a short time, secretly detached three battalions of his best 
troops, and a strong column of cavalnr under the conunand of 
general Paez, to follow the guide. This pass was one of the 
most difficult in the country, particularly for the British legion, 
who made part of the column. They were obliged to go sing- 
Iv, and their sho( s were so cut to pieces by tlie sharp stones 
t)r.)t tfieir frrt wore wounded defply. These hrnvc men ac- 
tuallv toic tln ir shirts and made hnndaii;t> Im tin ir feet, to 
enable tht uj to £jo on. 'I'hey succt (■*!, i! pi rieclly, hein^ laa^k- 
ed by the forest, hut as »oon il»e eucui) discovered liiem, he 
was obliged, of course, to direct part of his forces against thcin. 

The royal battalion of Bengos nearly complete, and consist- 
ing of European Spaniards, at first, intimidated the Cotombian 
battalion called Los Bravos do Apure, which fell back upon 
the British legion. Encouraged by tills success, they advanced 
against the le^rion which they mistook for a Creokian corps, and 
directed a well aimed fire acjainst it, which was well returned. 
Soon afti r the Spnniards charnr'd with iho hnyonet, and dl?- 
coveiid their iiii->iake hv being t liai^ed in tiieir turn, wiiii the 
hn\(niet, Kv the Uritisli legion. This ehnrire \va> directed \vi:h 
sueh (•( liMiiv and force, llial the Spaniards henan to he di>- 
<-otuai;ed and to ^iVi ground. They were at kist disjjcrs<:d, 
and were folbwed by the English bayonets. What remained 
of these Spaniards were nearly all destroyed by a squadron of 
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Paez, called the sacred squadron. A squadron of the enemy 
attempted to charge the British legion, but were driven back 
by ttieir well directed fire of musketry, and forced to retire. 

This unexpected disaster upon the rear of llie Sjumi-h ri'j;ht 
win|r, so disroncerlcd <^eneral La Torre that he lost all presL-iice 
ofmiud. Tiic confusion was soon spread anions ll^e Span- 
■ iards ; their cavalry dispersed wiUioui having made one churj^e. 
TJie Spaniards retired precij)itately and in ))erfect disorder, 
leaving their cannon, train and baggage. General Pacz dis- 
played creat activity and bravery. He placed himself at the 
Lead ofthe cavalry and pursued the Spaniards, but his men 
were so badly mounted, and the horses so fatigued and weak, 
that, though the ground was even, he was not able to break the 
files of the Spanish infantry. If his cavalry bad been good, 
not a single Spaniard could have escaped. 

In one of their unsuccessful charges, general Sedeno, colonel 
Plaza, and a black man, who, on account of iiis bravery, was 
called El Primero, (the Hrst,) were killed. These brave men, 
finding their < fiorts to break one ofthe enemy's infantry lines 
unavailing, precipiutcd themselves into the midst of Uie bay-« 
onets. 

In this battle the enemy lost more than 500 meo. La 
Torre, with the remains of his forces, shut himself up in Porta 
Cabelio. Spaniards, who were eye wimesses, have assured 

me, that he was one of the 6rst who came within tlie fortress. 
The loss of the Colombians was not great. 'J'lie English le- 
gion had about 30 killed and 100 wounded. Their comman- 
drr received various wounds, of wbicii he died. The Colom- 
bians were obUsred to attribute the success of tliis march to this 
handfid of brave foreigners. Thc^e received from ^;cneral 
Bolivar the name of Cnrnhohn. (ieneral Paez distinguish- 
ed himself highly ; but Koli\ ar, thoui^h he kept iiimself a^ usual, 
at a respectable distance from the danzer, assumed the princi- 
pal glory of the victory, and entered Valencia the same day 
with his troops. 

I have these detaik from the pen of a foreigner, who, at that 
tinne, was a superior officer in the service of the republic, and 
who fought in this action, in the British legion. His report 
continues as follows : " This afiliir, such as it is, will form an 
epoch in the history of Coloinhia, The two principal actions, 
upon which depended the welfare, or rather the exi:>lcnce of 
Colombia, were undoubtedly c,ained hv the valor ofthe Euro- 
pean troops in their service, viz, the action at Boyaca, which 
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decided the fatP of New Grenada, and iliis atCarabobo, which 
made the Colombians mnsters of V'enezut In. It is certain that 
these troops have been reuardpfi in an ill manner ! There 
exists not, I bclicvL', soldiers nioic iii treated than those in Co- 
lombia J badly clothed and fed, exposed to all the inclemen- 
cies of a climate not very bealdiy, to a scorching sun in the 
day time, and to cold aod raior nights. To these must be 
added the forced marches, the fatigues and the continual move- 
ments of a partizan war. Such a soldier must have a very ro* 
bust constitution to exist for any length of time, &ic. 

In the battle of Carabobo, the Spanish infantry only, 
fought; and, from the commencement of the action, the two 
Spanish commanders La Torre and Morales, were not united 
in regard to the command, and tiic plan of operations lo be 
pursued. Morales who commanded in chief, the ca\alr\% 
1500strong, \veilchoseii,perfeclly wellmtjunted, hikI ubU-. lo beat 
tlie 3000 Llaneros, whose horses, unable to resist one well 
directed charge, had the baseness not to order a stogie 
charge ; and to remain a quiet spectator of the destruction of 
the infantry. He was highly displeased at being under the 
command of La Torre, and, as I am well informed, so jealous, 
that he disregarded several orders from the latter to charge 
the enemy. His bitterness and obstinacy were so great, that 
he heard, unmoved, the most urgent entreaties of the Spanish 
cavalry ofiicers under his command, to charge, or at least to 
permit them to charge the enemy, whilst they were in the 
plain. The ofTicers pointed out to him (uhicli he must have 
seen hiirself) tlie advantageous times and positions for charg- 
ing. But he expressly refused them permission to move, 
l^hen they saw his obstinacy, they became discouraged, left 
their ranks, and were followed by their subalterns, without hav- 
ing 'made one ciiarge upon the patriot troops. One single 
squadron, which remained, attempted to charge upon the Brit- 
ish legion, but were driven back, as I have stated. The 
Spanish infnntiy alone sustained the whole battle, viz, 2500 men 
flgainyt TitHii. I liave heard from good luithorhy, tlial if tlie 
Hriti.sh legion had not been with the Colombians, they would, 
in all {)rolKd)ility, have lost tlie battle. The regiment of Va- 
lencia about (300 strong, covered the retreat ; and at four dif- 
fercut times, repelled the cavalry of Paez consisting of 3000 
Llaneros, and that in a fine plain, where half the number of 
almost any other cavalty, would have swept the ground dean 
of these 600 infantry. 
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The news of this defeat, sfiread consleraation amongst the 
Spaniards. Such was the confusion and terror in tlie fortress 
ot Porto Caiiello, that if Bolivar had marched against the place 
without loss of time, he would have got possession of it. More 
than twenty Spanish royalists, whom I saw afterwards at the 
island of Curacao, assured me of iliis. From that time, above 
20,000 inhabitants of Caracas, Lagiiira, nn<l Porto Cabello, 
seeing the roval cause upon the Main roijij)]ctely lost, and 
cursing the cowajdice and apaiiiy of Lu. I'orre, embarked for 
foreign lands. 

After the action at Csrabobo^ the fortress of Porto Cabelb 
was 80 filled with fugiuves, that sixteen dollars a week were 
paid for the use of a single room ; and the price of provisions 
rose an hundred fold ! the apathy of I. a Torre excited great 
indignation amongst the most distinguished Spaniards. Of 
this 1 will ciie, from among hundreds, one proof; a letter da- 
tor) Porto Cabelb Juoe 29th 1321, iosened in the Gazette of 
Curacao, 

** Tliere has been no great rhan2;e in tlie situation of tliis rity 
since my last of the 27th. Tho unrurlunate disseniions heivveon 
La i orre and Morales are continual. The apadiy of the first 
is so great that the majority suspect him of treacher3r. He will 
not consent to the desire of the greatest part, that Morales take 
the chief command; nor will he listen to aojr solicitations to 
permit him to go out of the place with the 2000 chos(Mi troops 
which remain in it, in order to make a junction with the forces 
of Pereira and Lopez, who have sent express after express to 
him for that purpose. Rut all is in vain. It appears that he 
foars that Morales, once out of the place, would turn liim out, 
and ))Ut himself at the head of the army. We have liere in 
the place more than UJUU mv.n able to serve, and who would 
enlist themselves with great pleasure, if any body else but La 
Torre should be appointed commander-in-chief. Could you 
believe that since he has been in the citj he has not ordered 
any efficacious measures to defend the place in case of attack. 
Such b in fact the criminal maciivity ofLa Torre. God grant 
that we may have a change soon !*' 

After the batde of Carabobo, general Bolivar published an 
order of the day, under Kith July, informing that he had given 
the name of the haitalion ofCarabozo to the corps bpfnro rnll- 
ed the British ies^ion : nnd as colonel Ferrier their commander, 
had died (of his wounds received in the battle of Carabobo) 
various promotions took place in tlie corps. 
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The news of this victory inspired the congress assembled at 
Cucutn, with the liveliest enthusiasm. They immediately 
passed a (lecrLe iliai did honor to their sentiments, and is too 
well know to need iiiseiiion here. In sprakin^ of tliis decree 
I must be peniiittcd, deeply to regret lliat tho <i;]onou> death of 
colonel Ferrier was not noticed in it. liu died at the head 
quarters oi' liie British legion. His merit surely entitled his 
name to a conspicuous place in one of the four cdumns of a 
paper devoted to the fame of those who ibu^t for the liberty 
of Colombia. I must add that notwithstandmg the national 
gratitude decreed by the congress of Colombia, the battalion 
of CarabobOyi which, on the 1st of June 1S21, contained above 
a tliausand men ; in August 1823, had not fifty men left. The 
rest, except a very few, perished in the country. The last 
commandi r of the battalion, lieutenant colonel Brandt, in An<r. 
182^?, ari'. ( (i from Laguaira, at Caracas, in a pitiahle condition, 
his uniloi tii torn in pieces, without a change of clothes, having 
no buuis, only a single pair of old shoes j and not a cent of 
money in his pocket, lie was besides, lame and deaf. He 
addressed himself to Charles Souhlette the Litendant of Cara- 
cas, requesting an order for at least a small amount due upon 
his salary for past services. He could obtain nothing. Sou- 
hlette was tlien living in the highest style. Lieutenant colonel 
Brandt for aught that appears, might have perished, but for the 
hospitality of captain Maitland, commander of the Colombian 
brig Pincliita and liis ofhcers, who kindly received him on 
board, in the harbour of Curacao. Such i< the i^ratitude of 
Colombia to her deliverers I Let tlien eouduci towards the for- 
eigners who so ably assisted them in the days of trouble, be 
compared to tliat of the United States towards Steuben, Kos- 
ciusco, and La Fayette. 

Caracas and Laguaira were lost, whilst Torre, with more than 
4000 men, was lying idle, and detested in Porto Cabello. 
Colonel Peregra a brave and enterprising ofBcer, being left to 
his fate by La Torre, was forced to surrender by capitulation. 
This increased the complaints and murmurs agamat La Torre, 
who wns now hated and despised hv nil. 

On tlie 21)th of June, in the e\eiui)^, general Bolivar with 
general Paez and a numerous and brdhant retinue, entered the 
city of Caracas, and ordered the takinn; ])ossession of Laguaira. 
But he fouml not a white inhabitant in liie deserted streets of 
Caracas. The greatest part of the houses were empty ; many 
of the stores were i)illagcd ; the streets were filled with beg- 
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gars, and dead bodies. Some miserable necprocs cried *' Viva 
Colombia, and he^Z(^<\ for conts : di strnction/niisprv and dcuth, 
had taken up their abode in tliis once llouridiiiog, rtcli, pop- 
ulous and joyuiis city. 

Bolivar compared i\m entry into Caracas with iliat ol Au- 
gust 1813, and was surprised, and not a little frightened. His 
indignation rose against all who bad fled to escape from falling 
again under his dominion. He immediately ordered a procla- 
mation to be published and fixed to the comers of the principal 
squares and streets, in which he said : Caracas shall not be 
the capital of a rrpuhlic ; but the capital of a vast government, 
administered in a dignified manner and wortliy of its importance. 
The virr-preslflfnt of Venezuela, enjoying all the attributes of 
a great rn u'jstraie, yon will ahvays find a souit e of justice in 
the cciiLre of the i< public, who will spread plentihily his be- 
nevolence over all the brandies of public welfare in your 
country. Caraguins ! be thankful ,to the ministers of die law, 
who firom their sanctuaiy of justice, have left you a code of 
freedom and equality. 

Caraguins! lavish your admiration upon the heroes who 
bave given existence to Colombia* 

Cvenaral Liberating head-quarters, Caracas, June 30th 1824. 

(Signed) BOLIVAR." 

Thb great Magistrate whom this great General announced 

to the people of Venezuela as the worthy administrator who 
would spread plentifully his henevolence over all the branrlies 
of piihlir welfare; his viee-pre.<ident of \ ene/aiela, (whose 
title was al'KM wards ( hani:e(f to that of Intendam) was Charles 
Soublclte ! so well did he adniiaister, thai, on three or four oc- 
casions, the principal inhabitants of Venezuela exclaimed 
against him ; and 80 difliisive was his benevolence, that, on ac- 
count of bis insolence and incapacity, (as has been generally 
said) bis protector was obliged to recal him, and to give this 
intendancy to general Tobar. 

In order to remedy in some measure the evils of this gene- 
ral emigradon, general Bolivar published the following procla- 
mation. 

"Caraguins! The dissatisfaction felt at tliis niouicnt from 
tlie general emigration which has followed the royal jiarty, has 
caused me the greatest sorrow. Your flight, and the total 
abandonment of your property, could not ha?e been the effect 
of a spontaneous movement; no— it must have been from fear 
either of tbe armies of Colombia, or of those of the Spaniards, 



288 



MEMOIAB OF BOLIVAH. 



Royalists ! You may rely upon wliat has been agreed upon, 
as to the regularity of this war; and up >m ilin policy of the day, 
which holds in detestation and horror, tlie past times when the 
genius oi crimes had arrived at its highest pitch ; shocking to 
ul sentiments of humanity. RoyalisU, return to your posses 
sions. 

Caraguins ! Your emigration is a manifest offisnce against 
the Spanish government, which you think to please and flatter. 
Yotir fears of the arms of the king, In his terrible reaetionsy are 
no longer well grounded, because the Spanish cliiuriains are 
the generals La Torre and Correa, and no longer Boves or 
Morales. 

Caraguins ! I know you are patriots, and you have abandon- 
ed Caracas ; but coultl you in conscience fly before the arms 
of Colombia ? Xo, no, no I ^c. 

San Carlos, July 3d, 1821. 

(Signed) BOLIVAR.'* 

The stupor of La Torre, discouraged the royal party. All 
who were rich and faithfully attached to the royal cause, emi- 
grated. Above 24,000 of them, unwilling to live under either 
La Torre or Bolivar, departed for the West Indies, Spain and 
the United States. 

The consequences of Bolivar's indignation at this extraordi- 
nary emigration, were soon felt. Before he left Caracas he 
confiscated iho lionses and lands of the enii^rnnr^, to a great 
amount, dividmi; lijem amoncr his chieftains and couriier'?. He 
imposed heavy taxes and contributions upon the few niiiabitants 
whi) had not emii;raied, bui had lived retired in the counlrv, 
and devoted to the royal cause. He adopted two measures 
which gj[eatly increased the misery of the inhabitants. 

1st. The Spanish government had coined a smaU copper 
money, which was generally known under the name of the pau- 
per's money. It was intended for the benefit of those who were 
poor, whether they had become se by the fury of civil war, in- 
abihty to labor, or in any other way whatever. This jnoaej 
was every where received without hesitation. In Caracas, a 
Spanish dollar is divided into halves, (juariers and eighths. 
The ci!i;hth is called a real. The half of each real is called 
a medio real, and this was the lowest coin in value. In this 
state of the circulating medium the Spanish government emit- 
ted a copper coin, called quartUlOf one of which was worth 
half the medio real. Four sols were the value of a quartilb ; 
10 that the dollar being divided into 33 parts, aa many difler* 
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ent articles might be bought with it. A poor man, (and the 
poor weie very nnmerous,) therefore, who earned one real a 
dvLYj could buy sixteen ditbreot articles for himself and family. 
This poor-money, besides eDabling the poor to five, kept down 
the price of the necessaries of life, and thus bene6ted both rieh 
and poor. An ordinaiy fiunily might liire well with a dollar a 
day, whereas now they can fire but poorly with twice that 
sum. 

Whe n [TfMieral T^olivar entered Caracas, in June 1823, there 
was above two and a lialf millions of dolhrs, of tins poor-mO" 
ney, in circulation, in the capital, aiui in ihe j)rovince of Cara- 
Cii^ J and no one hesitated to receive it. He ordered, by a 
decree, that tliis money should circulate no longer. The price 
of every thing rose immediately, and with it, the public suffer^ 
ing ; and that» to such height, that many perished of hunger 
and want. 

3d. The second measure was a decree, as an extraordinary 

war contribution, that the han^ests of all tlic possessions be- 
longing to emigrants, should he collected and put into the 
stores hel m n;ing to the government. This was done in such 
hurry and confusion, that in the collection many irauds were 
committed. Such dilapidations attended the collection, that, 
lirom all these productions, not more than a sixth part ever found 
its way into the pubfic stores. He ordered that the land own" 
ersf who had remamed in the coontry, should, under pain of 
capital punishment, give up their harvests of eveiy kind, and 
deliver them into the public stores. He allowed the owners 
one fifth part only. 

The lo<^s of the battle of Cnrabobo, and the stupor of La 
Torre in Porto Cabello, spread diss:ust and constcrnauon among 
the Spaniards on the Mam, msomuch that on the 21st Sep- 
tember, 1821, tlie strong fortress of Carthageoa surrendered by 
capitulation. 

L* Torre was at last removed, and was succeeded by Mb- 
talts ; but it was too late. The strength of the Spaniards, and 
their confidence that they should eventually regain their supe- 
liorim were gone. The expedition of Morales against Com 

and Maracaybo, served only to prolong tlie season of war and 

bloodshed. Nothing; was produced by it of more importance, 
tlian that by his usual course of conduct, Cliarles Soublette 
obtained the nick-name of Miss, or lady Soublette. Paez and 
Padilla, fortunately for Colojiibia, retrieved such of her affairs, 
as had been thrown mio confusion, and well ni^h lost by die 
37 
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timidity and weakness of Soublette. Maracnybo, which had 

been in possession of Moralt s since September 1822, fell ngain 
into the li;t ul> oftlie C il )iiibian«, nftor a ' loodv n.-d dcstnirtive 
naval iiction, wliit h tiui great boaor to the mtrepitiiiy of its 
coniiiKii:(iir, general Padilla. 

iVIaracayliO surrondered in August 1623, and, scmui after, 
Morales embarked for Havana. He left the country loaded 
with the execrations of the inhabitants, which he deserved hy 
bis multiplied barbarities and cruehies. 

Porto Cabello surrendered at la^t, on the 1 6th of Juty 1824, 
and this closed the evacuation of the Main by the Spaniards 
No armed enemy was now to be feared. Tiiis surrender W9M 
also the wotk of Fadilla, sustained by general Paez. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

« 

Conduct of the Dutch Government in the Island of Curacao 
against the Hepuhlic of Colombia and the Spaniard$~^Of 

ike c.rppffitinn (H(ainst Porto liico^ and spoliations rommitif fl 
hj thr Dnfrh (iovrrnmrnt of Curacao^ under pretctice ttf ibc 
criminality of iitntrul JJ, 11, 

Since tlie revolution at Caracas, tlie island of Curacao had 
been the head quarters of the Spaniards. It was rendered 
precious to them hy its fine harbors, and its proximity to the 

Alain. Having go/^/, they |)osscssed the means of being pro- 
vided with every thing requisiic to carry on the war, and: ID 
furnish the fortresses and i)hices of Porto Cabello, Legunrat 
Coro, Marnrnybo, Cumana, with provisions and ammuni- 
tion. Thi richer classes, n;t_niln'rs of the ^ovrnimenf. and 
iiierclKiius, w vvv nearly all in favor of the Spaniards j the peo- 
ple were for liie jjuiriuts. 

In 1822, there appeared an official slatenient oi facts, pub- 
lished by the Fiscal of Carficas, Mr. Narverte, and by the 
president of the coun of admiralty at Laguaira, Mr. Fraoctaoo 
Aavier Yanes, in a pamphlet form, with the following thki: 
^ Exposi'.ioD of tlie conduct observed by the Dutch n>mo» 
ment of Cmacao, ui the pending war of the republic of Ckiloiii- 
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bia vviih Spain. — Caracas. From the printing office of John 
Gutienes. ISJi." When this appeared, Uie governor ol Cura- 
cao, Paulus RcplofT Cantzlaai*) whose conscience was not clear^ 
made every exertion to suppress it. But 1 had friends, who 
pmvided me a copy, from which I will extract somct curious 
facts tUifl^flre little, or not at all known, out of that country. 
From ifiese, and other facts stated in this chapter, 1 shall show 
llie corrupt perver*:' n('<^> of those lenders of a government, 
which Yanes, the pre.sitieut ol the ronrt of admiralty, at La- 
guaira, designated by the nanio ol' " liiat g(tns^ called the Dutch 
government of Curacao of which Canizlaar was at thai liiiie 
the chief. He said also, tliat that gang" tiad treated the Cc- 
lombians like do^^s, particularly after the battle of Carabobo. 

Here," said he, are some proofs : The Colombian priva- 
teer, the Valoroso, captain Bernardo Ferreiro, having lost his 
main-mast, in January 1S22, not far from Curacao, was forced, 
in distress, to enter tliat port, utidcr protection of the laws and 
rij;hts of nations, lie wn^ allowed to rntoi , i)Lit, snnn after, 
his vessel was seized and illegally condt niinNl iiuder the })re- 
text of rcpris il for two Spanish vessels, lakua by the priv ateer 
Condor, in the territorial juriadiclion of Curacao. Tins pretext 
was false, for the court of admiralty at Laguaira had' proved 
that the two Spanish schooners, Fortuna and Experiencia, 
taken by the privateer Condor, were seized in latitude 11 
degrees 50 minutes north, and longitude 68 d(^grees 35 
minutes west, and consequently without the waters of Curacao. 
Instead nf cxim'ninir xhf fort, encpiirins:; of thn captain of the 
Valoroso, or advisiivj; tln' l;o\ crnment ol Coloinbia that any re- 
oariition w is claimed, ilie government of Curacao passed at 
vnce all forms used in such cases, and sold ihc vessel at public 
pendue. 

** in the course of Dec. 1818, the privateer brig Irresistible, 
(now called the Vcnndor,) cruising under the colors of the East 
Shore of the river Plata, took vessels, two destined to Porto 
Cabelloand La2;uaira, one of which was a Spanish, the other a 
Dutch vessel, called Arnionia, and belonsjing to Mr. Theodore 
Jiittinz, whifh was rct<'ken by a Duch friLr itc in her pissage 
from iionair to Lo Hrrruf for Mai\: itiin, and restored to 
her owner. As s kio ; > this was knowa in Curacao, the S!;ov- 
ernnieni p',iblis!i(Hl a Aau, ordering all the foreigners to present 
theruselves before the Fiscal, w ho, as soon as he ascertained 
the persons belong! nt; to the Main, ordered them to leave the 
island within eight days. 
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"In the year 1819 ihe Colombian privateer Geaerdi Eng- 
lish took a Dutch schooner, the Intrepid a, cororoaodiug irom 
Cuchito Curacao, to transport property belonging to the eneinjr. 
She was taken in tow by the privateer and conducted 10 one of 
the ports of Margarita for adjudication. There was at that 
tune, in the port of Curacao, a Colombian privateer called the 
Sospgnda, wliich on tho simple doinand of George Curiel,* 
owner of llie Iiitrepida was immediately sequestered by the 
government of Curacao, by way of reprisal. It was uot bi lore 
tllis was done, tlial complaints were made to tlie govc rnuienl 
of Colomljia uskiii<^ damages, indemiiilu aiion and saii^lacboa, 
for insults offered the colors of his Majesty, the king of the 
Netherlands. 

" At the time of the invasion of Coro, a citizeo, Joeepb 
Amaes, was obliged to shelter himself in the island of Aruhi* 
He took with him a female servant obtained at Coro, not ibr 

speculation, but for bis own use as a servant. Sbe came from 
the sequestered property of a SpnninrcL Don Manuel Ganzales, 
who reclaimed her of the governtueut oi Curacao. The latter 
gave an order to seize the servant in the house of Araaes, and 
to deliver her to the Spuniurd, iioUwUidiaiidiiig tliat Amaes, at 
the time, proved her to be his legal propeity. This act of the 
government of Curacao, was, theretore, a plain violaiioik of tbe 
hw of nations. 

After the Spanish commander had taken possession of the 
city of Coro, in virtue of a capitulation made with colonel Go- 
mez, one of his 6rst measures was to seize the slaves and mules 
upon the neighboring farms belonging to republicans, who had 
emigrated. These were ordered to be sold in the West In- 
dies, or exchanged for provisions and warlike stores. Whilst 
vessels were preparing to transport them, the Dutch slaves were 
locked up in the prii>on. When two vessels came from Coro 
to Jamaica, bringing 380 slaves to exchange ibr niovisions, the 
British government ordered the vessels to leave toe port wilfab 
24 hours. They did so ; and steered ibr Havana. 

" But in the island of Curiaco all that were bought were in* 
discriminately admitted ; slaves have been sold there ibr three 
barrels of codfish each ! 



* This CiporpR Curiel is a colcred man , a merchant in ( nmcao enUrtly dcvolcd lo 
ihc Sjirin ,11 I . as is 'l lici dorc JiiUiiig ajid his two tirolbers Chrialophcr and William. 
I'hou: and Frederic Liotz, have douc creai miicbief to Colombui, b/ Uw powwdri 
ntppoiri ilwj Iwra (pvw (o Ihe Spanarai. 
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This horrid traffic beine now prohibited b^ all cinlized na- 
tions, the government af Curiaco, by permitting it in their ter- 
ritory, bare violated tb^ laws of nations, no 1^ than those of 

neutruli^* 

These facts (and a great many more might be adduced) 
are sufficient to show the avaricious and cnicl conduct of the 
government of Curiaco, townrd-^ tlio citizens of the republic, 
who fled from tyrnntiy, and souj;ht sheher in their i^dand. 
"Th K n'ernment lias receiv ed into their ports Spanish sub- 
jects and piivatccrs, vvitiUt it \ms> refused, or confiscated those 
ol the republic. It has assbted the Spaniards with provisions 
and munitions of war, in opposition to a cause in which the 
whole human race is interested ; at the same time that it has 

Plundered those who were devoting their property and their 
ves to the support of that cause. It has moreover, destined 
to hopeless slavery, many htimaii heinc:?:, who, hy the existing 
laws of their country. n<? well as by those of nature, were enti- 
tk tj lo freedom. All iljis and much more, has been done bj 
the Dutch s:overnmeut ol Curiaco, for cold. 

All these facts are inconsistant vuili a strict neutrality, and 
are, therefore, in violation of the rights of the Colombians. 
Dated from the harbor of Laguatra April tdth 1822. 

(Signed) FRANCISCO XAVIER YANES. 

Pruident of the CwriofAdmiiraU^.*'^ 

In the morning of the 29th October 1823, a prize of a Coloro- 
biao privateer came bto Curacao to escape m»m the chase of 
a Spanish armed vessel. The governor, Cantzlaar, ordered 

her to sail immediately. The prize captain, an American citi- 
zen, represented in vain, the danger to which she would be ex- 
posed bv ^oing out, and requeued a delay of two days, wiuch 
was refused. The captain of the Spanish privateer Especu- 
ladora, bein^ at the time in the harbour, and informed of tlie 
governor's order, sailed out and cruised before the island, to 
take the prize vessel. The coptain's papers were in perfect 
order, ana the actual cruising or the Spanish vessel, anbrding 
a strong additional reason for staying in port, he went again to 
the governor, and told him, that he could not go out without 
losing his few men, himself, and the vessel. A})out seven 
o'clock in the evening, a ^iiard came on board, the comman- 
der of which, in the name of the governor, ordered the prize 
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captain to weigh anchor and set out without delay. The cap- 
tain and his crew again* declared that they could not submit to 
so unjiist an order. Tiiey were compelled, by blows with 
broadswords nud muskets : i'lvoicd by the darkness of tbo 
night, escaped the enemy lying in wait for them. 

Siirh w:!s the conduct of Canizhiar, that a second 'memoir 
appeared agniiist him, sent from Varlc, Cabelloin th(» month of 
January 1821. 1 undcavoured, hut in vain, lo procnre it. Mv 
friLMids liavo iiiformf^d mo, that iliis was more luli, stronger 
and heller wrilUn, ihan ihe I'ornier. 

Cantzlaar may be coiisidered ilie ne plus ultra of bad gov- 
ernors. He was denounced hy the merchants gencially, and 
at length removed, to the great joy of the inhabitants. 

Spanish doublons were exchanged at Caracas, at the rate 
of twenty dollars in tlie current money. Mr. George Curiel, 
a merchant, being obliged to pay eleven thousand dollars in 
current nmnpy, sent tlie value in doublons at tlie fixed rate of 
twenty dollars, ns they were ii>ml!v taken hv the receiver c:en- 
eral. Hut Mr. Van Uytrechl lold him. ihat he had l erpived 
an order iVom the governor, nnt to receive, from that lane, a 
doublon, at inure than sixteen dollars in current money ; and 
Spanish dollars at only 12. instead of 15, as they liad been, 
received. Mr.' Curiel complained of the order ; and wished to 
take back his doubloons. This was refused ; and he was giv- 
en to understand that he might have them back, after he had 
paid hi^ debt in current money. It was at that lime impossi* 
ble lo obtain such a snm in current money, without paying veiy 
high interest ; and this Mr. Curiel was compelled to do. 

This happened in April 1S23 ; whereas the od of May, then 
next, was tl)e lime hxed hy the governor lor beginning to 
rcceiv I' doublons and doilais ai the treasury, at the raie spec- 
ihed in it. The decree excited the public iudignatiou against 
Cantzlaar ; but it was not revoked. 

In November 1822, a seizure was made of some dye-wood, 
coming from Maracaybo, and belonging to Mr CurteK The 
pretext for the seizure was tliat an exact declaration of the 
weiglit had not been made at tlie custom house, the exact 
weight of four pieces, among a! out two thoutani^ not having 
been declared. Kep:)rt of ihls fact being made lo tlie gover- 
nor, he ordered ilie wood to be taken horn llie vessel, and de- 
posited in the l i^raPs yard. '1 here it was wc died again ; 
piece by pieet . 1 uo pieces only being found lo vary, Curiel 
was permiiied to take it back. But by the operation, which 
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occupied seren weeks, the owner incurred great loss in time 
and expense ; in fact, he was tliereby accused of au attempt to 

defraud the goveninicnt. 

lu Pr!)nMry l^i4 Mr. SamMt l Lvon, mrrchant in Curacao, 
had a controversy wiih t!)e Fiscal, who is tin* chief of the po- 
lice, about a vffeSL'I wbicli the policr dfiicer bad neglected to 
vi^-ist until it was b«o laic in the day iliai ibe vessel could not 
sail that evening ; Mr. Lyon complained to the governor, who 
ordered the Fiscal iiimself to examine ilic officer and report 
to him I 

The captaia of the Spanish privateer Contella, after having, 
in 1821, pillaged many vessels sailing under Dutrli colors, and 
beloDgiog 10 inhabitants of Curacao, and having upon the 
high sens, so ill treated t! ie captain from Curacao, of the Dutch 
mfnchaut schooner Admiral Vandt r Cnpellen, that he died in 
coiisLUjiiencc of it ; a few days afterwards, had the audacity 
quietly to enter the port of Curacao with liis privateer^ He 
was immciliiiieiy charged, before the governor, with the crim- 
inal transactions, and positive proofs were adduced. I'he gov« 
eraor was entreated to arrest him, .and detain bis vessel until 
satisfaction for his crimes should be made by the Spanish gov-» 
eriirneiit. Instead of complying with this Just demand, be per- 
mitted the Ycssel to sail out secretly at midnight of the same 
day. It was loudly declared, in Curacao, at the time, diat the 
captain obtained hi«? permit to sail, by the power of doubloons. 
The details of this villainous irausaciion may bo found in the 
Gazelle of Curacao, No. 41. of the yrnr IS21. 

l)iiriu»< the year 1820 and llieucc iiilo 1823, of his adminis- 
tration, Caaizlaar i>j>ued above one thousand decrees, rules, 
ordinances, 'fiKc. Tbese are carefully bound in six enormous 
folio volumes, and are to be seen in the office of the Fiscal, or 
secretary of state. For all purposes of government, they are 
worse than useless. But they are sure proofs of his obstinate 
disposition to vex and harrass the small population of 2300 souls 
connnitted to his government. 

Cantzlaar reduced tlie snlnries of the officers of t^overnmcnt 
so low, that their families could not he supported by them. 
Many of ttiem were actually forced to ask charity, or to borrow, 
or to seek illicit means of subbi^teuce ; wiiilst he look care to 
provide himself abundantly with every thing. His master, die 
Lng of the Netherlands, attributed his reduction of salaries, to 
a spirit of economy, and was so p'eased, that he gave bmi an- 
nually a gratuity of 8000 patagues, in addition to his salary of 
1800 florins. This king is an honest man, but he knew noth- 
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ing of the oppressive system by which the governor enfaaneed 
the niiseiy and desperation of the Inhabitants of Curacao. 
Therefore I wrote privately to H. M. the king of the Neih- 

erlan(^s, in April 1S24, what 1 now here repent publicly : " that 
his govfcraor of tlie island of Curacao, Paulus RoelofT Cantz- 
laar, abused the name of his master, and disgraced the Dutch 
government." The character of Cantzlaar is a compound of 
hypocrisy, despotism, avarice and meanness. He was, of 
course, detested by all who were obliged to have amr thing to 
do wkh him, and obtained the name of ** the Ittde Jesuit*** 

The following are among hundreds of anecdotes current of 
him: 

He made a contract with a colored man named Barien to 
furnish him a certain number of flat boat (called puntje) knds 
of stonf for hinldinc: a wall; nt the rate of two paiagues per 
canot ( one dollar and si c pence) The stone was delivered :ic- 
cording to contract. But when Barien called for his money, 
the governor told him some of the boais were not well loaded, 
and that he had not stone enough lor his purpose. The other 
replied that he could furoiali more boat loads at the same price. 

No, no,'* said the governor '*it is better to weigh the slofiei 
and pay you by the pound.*' Barien eventually got about half 
his money } which it is to be remarked, was payable out of the 
public treasury, 

The schout or high constable received every month eight 
patagues, for the purpose of cleaning the prisons, furnishing 
water he. In order to receive a good sum at once, he let it 
lie for 10 months, until it amounted to 80 patagues. Can- 
tzlaar decided upon his claim ** diat a man who could advance 
80 patagues could advance more," and the constable received 
notbbg ! The consequence of this villainy was, that the prison- 
ers were wretched sufierers ; often without a drop of water ; 
which in Curacao is not obtained easily. 

In April 1833, a schooner was lost near Pescaduo, a small 
port of Curacao. Cantzlaar ordered a clerk of the comptroller's 
office to go there and take an exact account of the articles sa- 
ved from the vrssrl. Mr. Hernian Boyer, after having strictly 
and fully conipliid with the order, was directed to present a 
bill of the particulars of his expenses; in this vo}age of about 
five miles. The whole amount was about eight reals (50 
cents.) After a fortnight the governor decided, that " as the 
bill was chareed too high, he could not make an order for the 
payment." Mr Boyer had a wife and children. Ifr. Nie- 
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bull I the comptroller, ashamed of such meanness, paid his clerk 
iruin his own |K>cket. 

A young man named Weiss, a clerk ia Uie Fiscal's office, 
haraig^ received no saiary for about a jreart waa in want of a 

Stoknife and a small box of wafers, for the use of the office, 
e mentioned it to the Fiscal, but as the governor had ^ven 
strict orders that not a quill should go from the public stores 
without his^iol, Mr. Weiss was obliged to draw up .1 formal re- 
quest in writine, which was signed by the Fiscal and sent to 
the governor. After ihreo days* delay the decision of the gov- 
ernor was sent to the oJlice in wiitiiii^, " that he granted the 
box ol wafers, hut refused the ponknife." 

Ou Tuesday February 3d, while the governor was in town 

S' ring fmblic audiences, as is usual on that day of the week, 
r. Elsevier, the Fiscal, who is second m rank and dignity in 
the government of Curacao, was in want of twelve sheets of 
wrijjiing paper, and a box of sand for his office. He made 
bis demand in writing, and signed it. The governed, with his 
own hand, changed the figures 1-2 to 1-4, and then signed his 
fiat "the Sellout /lyA'acht, (rear admiral in rank) and governor 
of the island of Curarno, and its dependenries." Upon this the 
Fiscal received six sIrl Is ol brown wrapping paper, which cost 
the government of Curacao about three cents. 

This second dignity, the counsellor Fiscal, Mr. Isaac James 
Rammelmann Elsevier, u designated bf his favorite words 
" be moot betaalen,'' (he must pay.) 

The third personage in the island is Afr. Daniel Serurier, 
president of tne tribunal of justice ; so called. He is a cor- 
rupt, base, hardened drunkard ; and is the devoted servant of 
die governor, nnr! of his clerk Hagunga. 

Tli'il the governnient of Curacao in iS22 — 1924, was ex- 
tremely base, I trust will further appear, from the relation of 
a transaction which excited great sensation at the tinic, and in 
which I was concerned. The proceedings of this government 
to which I now tUude as oppressive, fraadulent and base in the 
extreme, were against myself, Bantista Trome, and Charles 
Frangatt Voyel. The projected expedition against the Span- 
isli island of Porto Rico, tne object of w hich was to render its 
inhabitants free and independant of Spaio, excited great atten- 
tion and interest. Witli two hriLrs, winch were intended to form 
part of the force of that expcchtion, 1 entered the port of Cu- 
rnrno in distrc?^. This being a neutral port, I had of course a 
right to protection, by the laws of uaiions. The brigs were 
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laden with rich cai'<5ocs ; and Cuiuziaar and Compagurce, for 
the purpose of laying their bands upon this properly, caused me 
to be arrested, while I was in port, and in the conditbn just 
stated* For the purpose of covering this outrage and direct- 
ing the public attention Irom it, they and their coadjutors took 
great pains to occupy the columns of various newspapers, with 
false and calumnious statements relative to my character, and 
to the objects of the expedition. I will give my statement. 

When 1 took mv final leave of the serviee on the Ahiin, my 
desire was to retire aitogetiier from such scenes asjiad engag- 
ed die greater part of my life ; and to devote my time to ray 
growins; family. With iliis view 1 engaged in literary pursuits 
and gave kbaons in various branches, with which in the course 
of my life, I had become sufficiently acquainted to teach them 
to others. While I was living m this manner, I received, one 
night, at Curacao, a visit from some rich foreigners who were 
well setded in the island of Porto Rico. They urged me 
strongly, to place myself at the head of a numerous party of 
wealthy inhabitants of that island, for the purpose of expelling 
llie Spaniards from it, and rendering the island free and inde- 
pendent. 1 had declined various proposals made me to join 
the patriots in Mexico and Hnenos Ayres, and I now^ declined 
this urgent one of tl.ese iiiliabiianta of Porto Uico, notwithiiaod- 
ing that they assured me, tliey placed ci»lire confidence ia me, 
and in me alone ; and that tliey would have nothing to do with 
any other military chieftain. About a month after, a ]arg^ 
number of them came to me, and gave me such proofs of their 
spirit and ability to accomplish their purpose, that I consented 
to their proposal. This happened at the end of the year 1821. 
I removed with my whole family from Curacao to St. Thomas*. 
There I lelt them, and came myself to die United States, where 
1 soon fonnd many cnlcrprisintj; men ready to aid me. 

Tlie exjiediiion ajrainst Porto Rico, was, as yet, a project, 
whicii could not be realized, until I shoidd have received all the 
powerful means promised me. Proeeeding with jiaii ul n-.y 
vessels, from St. Bans to Laguuna, I encoiuilered a heavy 
stortn at sea, and was forced to put into the port of Curacao 
with the brigs, the Eondracht and the Mary, in a state of dis- 
tress, the 16th of Sept. 1822. The 23d I was arrested by or^ 
der of governor Caotzlaar, in the house of the Fiscal jud^e. 
The governor, conscious of the baseness, or rather of the odium 
of the proceeding, exerted himself to tlirow the blame of the 
arrest upon the Fiscal and the tribunal. But the villainy was 
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his own. He was indeed influenced by advisers, who were in- 
terested with himself in the spoib they were to gain. I shall 
not detail the viUanies of these men ; they are too well known. 
I will say here (what I have authentic docnmeDts to prove,) 
that Cantzlaar, Elsevier, D. Serurier, Hagunga, Van Spen- 
gler,* and their accomplices, are a gang of viUains, to whom 
DOthiiig is sacred, but gold. 

Had I heen sailinjr with an armament to attaclv Porto Riro, 
the govemiiHMU of ( airacao, a iRuitral power, would liave h;\d 
no rlirlit to iinjx'de me, nor to aid the subjects or allies of For- 
to Kico in doini^ so. 

I had coniiniiicd no ofTencc. 1 camu in distress into die 
neutral harbor of Curacao, and was entiUed to such reception 
as is due to a distinguished stranger in a foreign country. I 
had d(me nothbg to forfeit my Uberty, nor my right to the hos* 
mtality of the place. My situation was perfectly known to 
Cantzlaar ; he knew well that he had no right to arrest me* 
But, instigated by his own avarice and that of others, he did so ; 
and thus rendered it necessary for the purpose of covering the 
spoliations committed upon the property under mv care, to ac- 
cuse and try me as an offender. Parker, die United Slates' 
CODsul, vvlio died afterwards at Curacao, Van Spensjler, who is 
now governor of the Dutch island of St. Eusiacia, and William 
Prince, the secretary of the government of Curacao, in con- 
junction with those already named, were busy in procuring the 
msertion of false statements relative to me and my affiiirs in 
many foreign gazettes, and particularly in those of the United 
States. I could not contradict them at the time, because I did 
not know of their existence. I found afterwards, that they had 
prejudiced the public against me, and the honorable motives 
which had actuated me ; I saw at once, that they were intended 
to justify the robberies of Cantzlaar and iiis coadjutors. 

Cantzlaar 2;ave orders to insutute a cause against me, I 
protested in siroii;^ tt rms a2;ainst both the arrest and trial, refus- 
ed to answer before the tribunal, and demanded to be iufonu- 
ed why I was arrested in violation of the rights and laws of na- 
lioDS. Cantzlaar answered me that tlie Fiscal had caused niy 
arrest ; the Fiscal told me that the governor had done it. 

The i:o\ crnor accused me of an intention to attack the island 

V ->■ 

of Porto Rico, and to render it free and independent, after 



* Van Spcnpter w at j>rr*<sen». governor of St. EuAtaria, and w ini^vflv rotnpro. 

mised in tlie tran^ru t;iMi< of .\ |pii ;if<v ulmsc n ew h::^ f-r»'ii lijin^T'l :>t S|. KitU, 8m 
ibc report ol the gniad jur^', jmblisiicil laloly, as a prool' ol" my asscrlion. 
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having driven the Spaniards from the island. But as I had do 

troops nor any means of prosecuting such an expedition, this 

ridic'.ilfMis pretext fnilod. Most of tl\e European and North 
American gazettes pnnied in the Inttcr part of llie year 1822, 
contain statements ol tiiis Poito Kico affair ; and I beii<-ve all 
who lia\c read ibera, are satisfied that my views were upright 
and honorable. 

The Fiscal, Elsevier, seeing that the governor's accnsatioa 
stood no chance of succeeding, set hb own genius to work to 
invent another. He brought forth a grave charge of piracf, 
or as he expressed it» simuiiude of piracy. The evidence stat- 
ed in this accusation, in support of this charge, was, that 1 had 
caused to he printed, in Philadelphia, various papers filled vrith 
liberal Jind republican principles. 

The c;rand inquisitor Serurier, not 'satisfied with the form of 
either oi tlie above charges, bimselt put the accusation, upon 
which be afterwards pronounced me c;uilty and sentenced rne 
to deaili, into the form of a cliarge of kigh treason against all 
living sovereigns. Tliis course of proceeding carries absurdi- 
ty, outrage and villainy, upon the face of it, and needs no com- 
ment* The lawyers generally stood in such fear of the govern- 
or, that, for some time, do one of them dared to undertake 
my defence* At last, the court, ex officio, named Mordeeai 
Ricardo, a man in whom, alone, I had entire confidence. M* 
Ricardo made a bold and masterly defence. But, as my ac- 
quittal must have restored to me the brigs and their CHr2;oes; 
his defence availed nothing. My fate was indeed decided be- 
forehand. After the hearing was over, my friends, of whom I 
had a great niany, and those of the most respectable inhabitants, 
camo and congratulated me upon my prospect of speedy re- 
lease* So sure were they that the court would not dare to 
condemn me. During the trial, which lasted eighteen months* 
M. Ricardo behaved like a true friend ; and after the sentence, 
which was sent to me in writing, and which I treated, together 
with the court, with all the ridicule and contempt I was master 
of, he insisted upon an appeal to the higher court of GraveiH 
hague in Mulland. The appeal was denied* He applied ft 
second time and was again refused. 

The inhabitants almost uuiversaiiy understood the cause and 
tlie niuiives«of tlie court, so that the decision excited general 
indignation. For my part, 1 kept my pistols and dagger at 
hand, and in order, determmed to defend myself to the last ex- 
tremity. When the refusal to grant an appeal was known, the 
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Irablic indignation rose to the highest pitch ; of which Cantz- 
aar, being informed by his spies, sent for llie president of the 
court, to come and dine witli him ; and directed him to grant 
the appeal. They were seriously alarmed by the excitement 
among the inhabitants ; and wished also for time to make up a 
plausible statemeot of the case, to be sent to the higher tribu- 
nal. The appeal, therefore, on a third application, was grant- 
ed. I bad asserted akmd, m presence of the Fiscal, (m whose 
house I had apartments) his son, and three clerks, that the 
court were a set of robbers ; and that ho one would dare to 
execute their ridiculous sentence. 

After my condemnation, I continued to occupy myself with 
my usual pursuits, to receive my friends, and to walk abroad 
as before. I gave out that I would send letters to his highness 
the Sultan at Constantinople, and to the einj)eror of China, no- 
tifying them of my conviction as a traitor an<l a conspirator 
against their lives. Hardened and brutisli, as Serurier had be- 
come, be could not resist the torrent of general ridicule, and 
WBSjevidently mortified. 

Having declared that I would not go in a merchant Teasel, 
nor without my family, to Holland, Cantzlaar fitted out the brig* 
Swallow, a Dutch man-of-war, of 22 guns, for that purpose. 
In a few days, having made all necessary preparations, we were 
ready to embark, (Nov. 1823,) when, one morning, the Fiscal 
entered the room where I was at breakfast with my family, 
and told me tliat he came from the governor, who had just re- 
ceived despatches from Holland, in wdiich the minister of the 
colonies ordered the governor to suspend every proceeding 
against me, and by no means to send me to Holland, as this 
a&ir was not regarded as criminal, but altogether as political. 
» That J must be treated with all the regard due to my rank and 
education, (an order to the same effect had been given by the 
governor to the Fiscal at the time of my arrest, and was in force 
during the proceeding, against me] until his majesty the king 
of the Netherlands had received the advice of his council of 
state. 

At last came the decision of the king; which was, that the 
whole of the proceedings against me sliould be annulled and 
destroyed ; that I should be immediately put at my full liberty, 
and that all my expenses should be defrayed, until 1 might ar- 
rive at whatever place I should choose to go to with my fam- 
Uy. 
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At the time of my departure from Curacao, various rumors 
were in circulation ; one was, that the govemor, and the whole 
gang had received a very severe reprimand Ibr the whole of 
9ieir proceedings against me. I know not the fact ; hot I know 

ihcy deserved it. 

The above is but a sk( tch of the cause. The priucipal roils 
(or papers) remain in the hands of Cantzlaar, Elsevier and 
Srnirier. One of the article^ of ?lie sentence at ]nr2;c, was 
that my liberal (T suppose tliey meant to call ihein licentious) 
papers should be burned by the hands of tlio common hang- 
man, in the public stjiiare at Amsierdam fori in Curacao. 

Tiie king of the Nctberlands is an honest and upright man. 
It therefore would become him to institute a full and particular 
inquiry into the conduct of these men, relative to my trial ; and 
also to inquire why Leonard Siiiare, who had been convicted 
of altering the sbips papers of tlie Endracht, was suffered to 
leave the port of Curacao, un|)uni3hed. Mr. Van SpangleCy 
the acting Dutch governor of St. Eustacia, as I am well infomn 
ed, can g;ive the best iuformniion on the subject. The on^'- 
nal actSf which arc kept at fort Amstcrdaip, will throw light on 
the subject. Tiicre are also, in my knowledge, lacts and evi- 
dence suflkienl to satisfy any impartial man, of the curruption 
of those who originated and carried on the infamous and ground- 
less prosecuuon. These facts and evidence shill he produced 
whenever (while I am living) H. M. the king of the Nether* 
lands, shall call for ibem. 



CHAPTER XXU. 

Biographical Sketches of Lovis Brion, Francisco Pablo de 
Sanaiider and Francisco Antonio Zea, 

Louis Brion, of the Order of Liberators, admiral, captain- 
general, and commander-ui-chief of the naval forces of the re* 
public of Colombia, was born in the island of Curacao, the 6th 
of July, 1 782. He was one of the most distinguished chief- 
tains of Colombia, liberal, honest and brave, and an ardent pa- 
triot. He was one of the principal supporters of general Boh- 
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var, to whom he was, unfortunaiely for tlie cause of freedom 
and indepeiideneey too Mindly devoted. His father^ Peter 
BrioO) was a native of Brabant, and a wealthy and respectable 
merchanL He was a counselbr of the oooncil of state in Cu- 
racao, until his death. His mother, Mary Detrox, was born in 
Luttich. Both caiue from Holland and estahlisUed themselves 
in the island of Curacao, where his father's husiness became 
very important nnd extensive, and g;reatly enhanced his wealth. 

Louis, who was the second son ol the family composed of 
two brotljers and one sister, was sent, wlien very young, to Hol- 
land for his education, where he completed iiis classical studies. 
He was placed in die ollice of a noiary pubhc for the purpose 
of studying and learnmg the laws. But when tlie conscription 
came, youn^ Brion waited not to be drawn, but presented him- 
self voluntanly to serve in the ibot chasseurs of Holland. When 
the English and Russians made their descent on the coast of 
Holland, under the duke of York, Brion distinguished himself 
by his bravery. He attracted the attention of his superiors^ 
who offered him the grade of an officer, but his parents fearing 
he migiit become attached to the military life, caused him to 
return to Curacag, where his father employed him in mercan- 
tile business. 

But young Brion was of too active and restless a turn of 
character to be pleased with the life of a settled merchant- 
He wished to make voyages, and to enlarge his knowledge and 
increase his fortune. His father, Aerefore, granted bb request 
to be sent to the United States, for the purpose of studying 
navigation. Wiiile he was here for that purpose, his &ther 
died, and left him a large lortune. Louis bought a vessel, and 
visited various seas and countries, uniting the seaman with the 
merchant; and ha vine:; made large additions to his fortune, re- 
turned to Curacao in 1504, where he established himseit' as a 
merchant. 

The English commodore Murray, having received an order 
from his government to take possession of the Dutch island of 
Curacao in 1805, sent a detachment of from four to five thou- 
sand men, to the east side of the island. These English troops 
debarked near a small fort called Caracas Bay, and took pos- 
session of a hill commanding the fort, where they placed a 
battery and heavy guns, which threatened the destruction of 
the fort. Brion was, that day, accidentally there. As soon as 
he perceived the intention of the English, he sprang upon his 
horse, and came full speed to the capital, which is two large 
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feagues from Caracas Bay. In the capital he bad inanj firiends 
—mod it was well known therei that not only he was rich and 
active, but nlso, lluit he had serv?vl with reputation in tlie mili- 
tary line. III a lew minutrs he w p - joinpd hy above a hundred 
young men ; liis friends wiio urnied themselves, elected him 
their cofnnr.uider, and marched hill speed against the En^lirsh. 
With Jirion at llieir head, they iiseeiided the hill, where 
the Engli^ii hud hastily unucnchud themselves. Brioo and his 
friends attacked them witli such s|)irit, that the EngBaii were 
killed with the hayonet and sword, upon their pieces. ^Iie 
battle was turned upon the boats of the English^ of ^tAuf^ m 
few escaped to embark ; but all that were not killed OD'^ttioity 
were destroyed by the fire directed upon the boats } so thai 
not a soul, eventually escaped. 

This heroic deed raised Brion and his companions to the 
highest estimation. On their return to the capital ihey were 
received with demon^^tmtions of joy and gratitude. Festivals 
were civcn in honor ol them. But the restless disposition of 
Brion inijjelicd him again to travel. He hent his way to La- 
guaira ; and coming to Caracas, was received into the most 
disdn^shed families, and amoog others, into that of Montilla, 
in which be soon became an indmate friend. This was some 
years previous to the revolution of 1810, at Caracas. From 
that time be became the patron of the eldest son, Mariano, 
who, as we have seen, was indebted to him for his reconciHar 
don with tlie supreme chief at Angostura in 1819, and his pro- 
motion to the rank of colonel, in the service of bis counir}'. 

At the beginning; of the revolution in ]^\0. Brion olfered 
his services to tlie new republic, and was appointed captain of 
a frigate in 1811. He accepted the rank, with the condition 
that he should not be subject to strict service, but should be at 
liberty to act independeDtiy of any chieftain, with his own ves- 
sel, in bis own way. He, in fact, sacrificed his large Ibrtune 
and bis credit, for the benefit of the cause, and labored ioces- 
sandy in its service. He would undoubtedly have done much 
more, had it been in bis power to change the ambitious views 
of general Bolivar, to whom I liave heard him a hundred times 
urge the necessity of having, not a congress alone, but a gov- 
ernment established upon legal principles, bv which the secu- 
rity of persons and property should be insured to the whole 
coniiiiuiiity. *' »' 

I heard him speak with great warmth to Holivar, in favor of 
convening a congress, a.nd adupung a constitution Ukc tliat of 
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the United States of America, where the federal system had 
been proved to be the best and most in conformity with 
the different laws, customs and cliaracter of the people. If 
Caracas and New Grenada had ndoptud the federal system, 
Bolivar could never have ol)tninr d tlu' ahsolule nde over them 
which he now exercises, lioliv ai himsell was aware of this ; 
and, therefore, it was, that he rejected the federal system, 
under pretence of its being too weak and slow in its operations. 
A central govemment bis tfarovm absolute power bio h^ 
hands. And now that he has acquired the hamt of reigning 
akK% k will be difficult, probably impossible, to introduce a 
free govemment, a gpvenunent of laws, into Cobmbia, during 
his Me. 

Bolivar soon forgot, or at least disregarded all that Brion 

had done for him, or the cause. The grent exertions of Bri- 
on, as noted in these memoirs, met only with ingratitude irom 
Bolivar. 

When I spoke to general Bolivar one evening at Aux Cayes 
in very high terms of Brion, and his great exertions, Bolivar 
said to me, you are right, my dear friend ; but we must botli 
confess be is a very great fool" — and be hughed heartily. 

Brion could never recover the large sums he advanced } 
Bolivar put him off by saying there was no money then, but 
tliat he should be paid as soon as possible. 

The leading traits in the character of a Caraguin, are vani- 
ty, pride and jealousy. In prosperity he is vain and insolent ; 
in adversity, humble, and ready to listen anxiously to any one 
who is able to relieve him. 

When Bolivar came from Jamaica to Aux Cayes, he had 
not four doubloiis in his pocket. He found Brion, listened to 
him, and followed ins advice. But the supreme chief at Mar- 
garita, and at Carupano, rejected the wise counsel of Brion, 
and followed his own whims. Bolivar, when a fugitive from 
the field of battle at Ocumare, listened to the voice of Brion, 
who joined him at Bonair, and returned to the shores of Ocu- 
mare. Being driven off by Maiino, Piar, and Bermudes, and 
treated as a coward by his own countrymen, the stranger Bri- 
on came again to his support, and placed him at the head of 
the government, at the end of 1810. Bolivar agnin in power, 
disregarded his word given to Brion, and ilie rliicftains of Co- 
lombia, to assemble a congress. When upon Bolivar's disap- 
pearance, and concealing himself in the plains of Cum ana, 
2^a, Marino, and odiers, had assembled a congress, Bolivar, 
99 
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the moment it was in his power, annulled their proceedings, 

and fasten u ! again on the supreme povrer, and reprimanded 
Brion and Ze<i. Bi ion being deeply engaged with Bolivar, 
was obliged to submit to his commands* From that time Bol- 
ivar lioraine jealous tliat Brion might supplant him ; and from 
this jealousy arose the treatment Brion received Irom him at 
Savanilla. 

I have been assured, that from the time of the transaction at 
Curiaco, the admiral was no longer treated by the supreme 
cliief as an iiitiniute friend and contidant, as he had cvei been 
before that time, and that be felt this coldness very sensibly. 
In consequence of that jealousy, which is so strong a trait m 
the Caraeuin character, Bolivar had to struggle not only with 
Bolivar, out also with Mariano Montilla, and Linode Cle- 
mente. 

In 1819, Mariano Montilla was sent as colonel from Angos- 
tura to Margarita l)y the supreme chief, with a large amount of 
money, as has been related. After tiie taking of Santa Mar- 
tha, where Brion so powerfully sustained tlie operations of 
Montilla, the jealousy of the lalicr rose high against ikion, who, 
as admiral, had a right to the command. Montilla, created 
brigadier general, forgot that Brion was his friend and protec- 
tor, and refused to recognise his authority. This gave rise to 
many unpleasant scenes ; and Brion, highly disgusted, retired 
to Maracaybo, where general Linode Clemente was inten- 
dant. 

The character of Brion was generally rough and haagbqr, 
and this brought him into disagreeable ( Hi -ions with llie gen- 
eral. Under so much trouble, his robust constitution was 
shaken, and he became so ill Uiat he was obliued to leave liis 
squa(hon. He retired to Curacao in the beginnlni: of 1S21, 
in a low state of iieahli, and so poor that the captain of die 
privateer he weut in, lent hhii bixteen doublons. lie was so 
dejected and tired of life, that he refused medicine, ate very 
litue, and drank what bis physician advised him to abstam from, 
after a long and lingering illness, he died, as he had long de- 
sired, tfie 20th of September, 1831, deeply lamented by all 
enlightened and liberal men. 

AU the proper^ he left of a vast estate, was not enough to 
ay the expenses of his funeral, which was attended by many 
undreds of the inhabitants of Curacao. His probity, his gen- 
erosity, an:! the great services he rendered to Colombia, will 
transmit his name to posterity, and exalt it far above the name 
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of any* of his persecutors. The congress of Cobmbia has 

passed various decrees in lionor of his memory. 

Francisco Paulo, or Pablo Saoandor, of the order .of Libera- 
tors, General of division, vice president of the republic of C'o- 
lombia, k.c. kc. was born in 1787, at the city of Hocrota, at that 
time called Santa Fe de liogoia ; he was born in a low condi- 
tion. His high rank and elevation arc the result of his own 
merit. He is brave, active and intriguing, with but little edu- 
cation or fortune. He is tlie chief of the revolution in which 
be has distinguished himself on various occasions. His ambi- 
tioD b not so conspicuous as that of Bolivar ; but they are great 
rivale^Md Sanander is far the ablest man, and best qualified 
to be at the head of the government. During the four years 
of Bolivar's- absence in the southern provinces of Colombia, 
and in Peru, general Sanander or vice president, was charged 
with the executive ; and in the whole of this time there was no 
commotion, no partial insurrection, no civil war. AHairs pro- 
ceeded, if not so regularly as could have been tksirrd, certain- 
ly much better than after Bolivar's return to Colonibin. As 
soon as the latter returned, civil war began in ValcMicia, Cara- 
cas, and Laguaira ; and afterwards at Porto Cabello and Car- 
thagena. It is said not without some foundatbn, tiiat general 
Bolivar was the secret instigator of these commotions. Thb as- 
sertion derived credit from the fact that general Paez was on- 
ly not punished, but wms continued by the liberator in his rank, 
and in his command. Bolivar indeed convened his ridiculous 
assembly at Ocuna, which was but vapour. Bolivar, with his 
bayonets, gained his point, whilo S;in:mder, the constitution, 
and those shadows of the republican loi in, the senate and house 
of representatives, vanished. Tliis was a strugsile of the Cara- 
guin against the Cii enndun. The weapons of the former were 
bayonets, those of the laiier, })un, ink and paper. 

Antonio Francisco Zea, Dr. Jurisprudentis, ex-intendant, 
ex-president of congress, ex-vice-president of the republic of 
Venemelay minister plenipotentiary of the republic ot Cobm- 
bia at London and Paris, &c. was born in 1768, in the^ 
city of Bogota. He was one of the first who thought of ren- 
dering his country free and independent of Spain. He had 
devoted his lime cliiefly to the study of the laws, political econo- 
my, history, and general literature, to all, in short, which con- 
duces to form the mind and mould the heart of a geiitlenmn. 
He devoted himself zealously to the study of botany, of wliirh 
he acquired a profound knowledge. He was one of those rare 
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characters that are distinguished by virtue» knowledge and pro- 

Zea was the intimate fiicud of his uniiiininan, Antonio 
Nariiio, a young man of ardent and ambitious character, and 
of a leading family in Bogota. Karioo bated die oppressive 
government of Spain, and by fab pasaonate and energetic con- 
versation, gained bis friend Zea, and about twenty other young 
men of the best families, to unite, for the purpose of exciting 
the attention of their coimtrymen to their debased condition, 
and inducing them to revolt. The imprudent zeal of Narino, 
however, discovered his plan, and his accomplices. They 1 
were secretly arrested in the niglit, by order ot die viceroy, 
taken under n strong escort to Santa Martha, and embarked 
for Cadiz, (17 U 1.) 

Young Zea haii ihe good loiiune to find powerful friends 
and protectors at Madrid, wliere he remained for a lotig time. 
From there he went to France, whither his parents came short- 
ly afterwards, to establish themselves at Paris, where the^ ) 
mamed with part of tbeir family. Zea returned to Madnd and 
became the conductor of the Gazette of the court, and of the 
Mercury of Madrid. Soon after, king Charles IV. appointed 
him director of the beautiful botanic garden of that capital. 

In 1808, Mr. Zea wns one of the 85 deputies from Spai'\ 
convened by order of r^apoleon, at Bayoune, to form a new 
king. 

The new king of Spain, Joseph Napoleon, in whose retinue 
Mr. Zea entered Spain, named liim, soon alitiwards, his pre- 
fect at Malaga, and guv e luta die decoration of his new order 
of knigbdiood. But the new prefect shared the late of fab new 
king, who, with his good qualities, soon gave way to the cmel 
and cold hearted Ferdinand. 

Mr. Zea returned to France, and resided some ^ean at 
Paris. Part of his family were with him, and he occupied him- 
self exclusively with science and belles lettres. When, in 1813, 
the congress of New Grenada sent M. M. Gntierres and rolonel 
Tides Ducan to Londoii, to procure arms, ammunition jnui oth- 
er warlike stores, for die use of the patriots, Mr. Zea joinf d his 
countrymen and rendered them G:rcai assistance in their busi- 
ness. But they were principally indebted, for their success, to 
Louis Brion, ai'leiwards admiral of Colombia. He was at that 
time in London, and ofiered his large fortune and extensnre 
credit in aid of the object of these patriots. By these means 
they procured a fine corvette, anned with 28 guns, wbieh 
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brought a great quantity of warlike stores, and among them four- 
teen thousand choice muskets, for the use of the patriot army. 
Iftrionhad beforehand made a written agreement with tfaem» 
▼eiy fortunately, as one of these depimes attempted, in 1816, 
to deprive faun of his property. 

In 1814, Mr. Zea passed from London to Jamaica, where 
he remained until the beginning of 1816. He was Joined in 
1815, by i:;cnernl Holivar, after his siege nj^ainst Carthagena.* 
General Hohvar returned to Aux Caves, Mr. Zea joined him 
some weeks afterwards, and was appointed iutendaut of the 
armv. 

Mr. Zea and admiral Brion, who made their acquaintance in 
London, became firm friends. The former being of a sweet 
and accommodatmg temper, beeame also the friend of general 
Marino, who was despised by Brion. In 1817, Brion found hun- 
self grievously disappointed by general Bolivar, who had made to 
him, Arismendy, Paez and others, a solemn promise, before he 
left Port au Prince, that he would convene a congress. Boli- 
var, under various pretences, eluded their intimations to him to 
keep his promise ; nnd, by usurping the title of supreme chief, 
betrayed his d« tcnniuation to continue in the excreise of the 
supreme power. Buon, who lov ed a constitutional government, 
and hated an usurped military power, spoke frequently with 
Zea, of his disappointment. Wht-u, (herefore, Bolivar abscond- 
ed from Barcelona, the plains of Cumana, Brion thought the 
moment propidous to the callbg of ft congress. He spoke on 
the subject Id Zea, and Zea to Marino ; and a congress was 
formed at Curacao, which existed a fortnight ; being then dis- 
solved by Bolivar, as before stated. They excused themselves 
to the supreme chief, and were pardoned \ but never regained 
their former standing in his favor. 

In 1817, Mr. Zea was created counsellor of the govoro- 
ment of Angostura ; as such he proposed the establishmcm of 
a gazette, under the tide of the Co iner of Angostura, of which 
he was, for a long time, the only conductor. After tiie arrival 
of doctor Rosina, Mr. Zea was assisted by him. This was the 
first and onljr official gazette pubfisbed after the downfall of 
Bolivar's dictatorship in 1814* 

Bolivar, understanding the pliant temper and timid character 
of Zea, appomted hun, tritbout hesitation, to the office of vice 
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president of the repi&lic, to exerase die ezecmhre ncmet m 
hit absence. We have seen how Aiismeody forced hiiD to 
resign, and how the latter was turned out by BoGvar, and Zea 

replaced. 

Boiivar, knowing that Zea had left part of hrs famSy in Paris, 
and thnt be bad sure and powerful friends in London, sent him, 
in 1819, as minister pi* nij)otentiary to both capitals. As such, 
he was sometimes in En-iland, and then in France, as the bu- 
siness of his mis-ion re(iuirc(]. He was never admitted in his 
diplomatic cliaracler ; but was well received as a strnnsrer; 
and, by the friends of the South American cause, w iih distinc- 
tion. Mr. Zea having been always steady, and discreet in his 
principles, Bc^var hoped that the moderate party would be re- 
animated by him, and that by his influence and exertions, a 
good understandmg between the two contending panics might 
be established. At that time there existed a strong party, so 
far in favor of Spain, that they deared not to drive these who 
were attached to the old government, to despair ; but wished 
for the correction of certain abuses, and made this their 
leading object. This w as the plan of tlie celebrated general 
Miranda, who was so much caiumniaied in 1811 and '12. All 
who knew general Miranda, will agree that he was in every 
respect a much worthier man than general Bolivar. Miranda 
was a profound tactician, an intrepid soldier ; a man of great 
ability in civil administration } disinterested in his views, and 
who never, in the least particular, abused the dictatorial power, 
which was entrusted to him by congress, during several montlis. 
He attracted to him, men of talents and merit, listened to their 
opinions, and many times followed their suggestions. Bolivar 
is the exact reverse of all this. Colondjia will therefore remain 
enslaved and miserable wiiilst the sujireine chief remains at the 
head of her imaginary republic ; and lier gcvernnipnt has, at 
present, no better foundation than his moderate taleuis, and his 
character, — siicli as it is. 

The negociaiiuns, in which Mr. Zea succeeded in London 
are too well known to be noticed here, as well as the attempts 
of Mr. Pedro Gual and Mr. Revenga, to degrade his character 
and hb memory. History has already decided between them 
and the worthy Zea. 

Revenga succeeded Mr. Zea as charge des allures in Lon- 
don; but met with a very different receptioD. The first was 
greatly respected apd beloved ; the latter b now one of the 
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most devoted partizans of that same general Bolivar, whom, 
accordinfi; to report, he not long since hated. 

A detail ul ilie ncgociatioiis respecting the loan, would place 
the candor, ability and honesty of Mr. Zea in liie strongest 
light, bttt such detail would exceed the limits of diese sketches. 

On the 26th November, 1822, while acting in England as 
minister of Colombia, Mr. Zea died at Bath ; deeply regretted 
by every upri^ and enlightened patriot. 

The persecutions that awaited him, if he iiad lived to return 
to his country, are plainly indicated in the official letter of Pe- 
dro Guai, dated Bogou, 29th September, 1822. 



CHAPTER XXn. 
Biographical Sketdtei of Chneral Paez and Jhimendy. 

Joseph Antonio Paez, of theorder of Liberators, General in 
Chief of the armies of Colombia, Venezuela, &ic. &lc. was 
bom in ITsG, m the citv of Aragua, of Indian parents of a low 
extraction, whose enipio) inent consisted principally in raising 
cattle, and ia cuUivatiiig bonie land. For tlieir stations in life 
they were in comfortable circumstances. Young Paez was 
raised amidst the herds of his fathers, and of course received no 
education at all. He took care of the herds, and could per- 
fi>rm any operation used upon cattle or horses, with great skill. 
He understood all the simples used in the cure of all the 
disordeis of herds in that country and knew how to apply 
them. He was master at taming wild horses; and had great 
bodily streng;th niu! agili^. He was also extremely patient of 
fatigue of every kind. 

When eighteen years old, he offered himself lo make a jour- 
ney from Aragua to the city of Barinas, where his mother was 
born. She had a lawsuit with her familpr, which had already 
lasted for several yeats. After some objections on the part of 
bis parents, they consented to his taking the journey, m the 
hope that it would facilitate their law suit. He set off well 
mounted, armed, and supplied with money. On the road, he 
met with two rogues whom he had known at Aragua, and 



312 



MEMOIBS OF BOUVAR. 



who knew that he had money. They !ny in wait to rob him. 
He was not at all aware of their intentions, and without suspi- 
cion came near tbern. One of them ailernj)ted to seize the 
reins of his bridic, but Paez, wiio had a vigorous horse, gave 
him the spur and rode off at full speed, overthrowing both the 
robber and his horse* The robbers not being so well mounted 
butknowmg afoot path shorter than the road> took that, 
and at the end of it upon the road again way laid them 
and endeavored to seize him. When Paez found that 
all his entreaties were vain, he suddenly killed one of the rob- 
bers on the spot; the other fled; neither of them being armed. 

Young Paez, fearins: tlie consequences of this encounter to 
his family and hiinselt, liiuuiiht it best to return to his parents, 
and inform them what had lia|)pened before the other robber 
could have time to denounce iiira. His parents immediaieiy 
concealed him ; and paid money and gave presents to hush up 
this affkir. Th^ placed theur son as an overseer of cattle upon 
the Hato (farm) of a rich and powerful Spaniard in the 
plains, where he remained, occupied only with his service Ibr 
several years. Being large, well formed, supple, vigorous and 
biave he was known for these qualities, and the afiair of 
the robbers being learned in the neighborhood, he became 
greatly beloved on ncrount of it, and liis najno was famous. 

On the breaking out ot the Revoluti' Mi of Caracas, in 1810, Pa- 
ez declared himself in fevor of freedom and liberty. And the 
Llaneros placing great ronfulrncc in him, he easily persuaded 
them to join him, and diey uiianiinously called him llieir cliief. 
He chose from among them 150 moiwted men : and this com* 
pany soon beean to be the terror of the Spaniards.. 

At the deau of bis mother he inherited oer property in Bar* 
inas, which be divided with his sisters, who had tlien fixed 
dieir residence in that town. In 1811 the Spaniards had 
again taken possession of it» and proclaimed a general amnesty 
for all who should wish to re-enter upon their property, promis- 
ing to reinstate tliem in the possession of their fortunes. Paez 
being informed of this, presented inmseh well mounted and ar- 
med, before the Spanish coinniandant of the town, in order to 
profit of th(^ amnesty, and recover his property. As soon as 
be wds, recognised by the inhabitants, tliey came by hundreds 
to shake hands with and welcome him. But when the Span- 
ish governor heard that he was the famous captam Paez, who 
bad done them so much mischief, they ran to their arms, and 
raised a cry in the street, for their commander to arrest him, 
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and shoot faim as a rebel and traitor. This commandant, who 
was aware of the bravery of Paez, and of his asceodanc v over 
the iahabitants of Barinas, thought it not prudent to order his 
arrest, fearing such a measure would excite a general rebellion. 
He, therefore, appeased his soldiers, and Paez was permitted 
to remain with his arms, and to retire ioto die house of his fam- 
ily. After snnae day^, the governor was informed by his spies, 
that Paez had gont- out unarmed, and this would be a f;ood 
time to seize his arms, and then to arrest iiiin. The governor 
approvtd of the project, and m'v.e armed men entered the 
house and look away his sword and pij»iols. He returned ia 
the evening, and finding what had been done, walked to the 
eovernor's house and told him that he had broken his word. 
He told him he had come to the place, trusting in the good 
faith of his promises. He therefore demanded thai ?ii arms 
sliould he restored to him ; not to be used against the Span- 
inrds, hut for his personnl srcurity. He spoke in m firm a tone, 
and with snrh nntur;d u arniih, thiit the {rovnrnor ordered his 
arms to Im; restored. At this moment the the whole garrisoo 
ot Barinas ijiipetuoii-lv in:-i>ied npuii his heiim arrested, and 
confined in irons, lie was taken in the ni|^lu, put in irons, and 
kx^ked up in die prison $ where he found about 1 50 prisoners 
of war, and among them his friend Garcia, an officer of great 
strength and courage. Garcia complained to Paez of the 
weight of his irons, and of the miserable situation of the pris- 
oners. Paez reproached him with pufsillanimity, and imme- 
diately breaking his own fetters, offered him an exchange. 
Garcia took heart and rea«;ed complainine;. Paez llien spoke 
in a lou hilt eanu si manner to the prisoners exhorting them to 
one common < fl()rt for their delivery. This efTort w;is made un- 
der his direciiun, and before morning their limbs nioslly were 
free. When the jailor came to open the door, Paez fell upon 
him, knocked him down, and threatened him with instant death 
if he were not silent. They seized the arms of the guard, broke 
the irons of all that were not yet Greed ; and the 150 prisoners 
marched with Paez at their head, upon the Spanish garrison, 
about 200 strong ; many of whom they killed, and routed the 
rest. Thus was Barinas again set free. 

This exploit bcins:: very soon made known to the Xjlaneros» 
they prnclnimed Paez their general. 

He rcndert;d iireat s«Tviee to Holivar in 1813 and 14. He 
was adored by the Llaneros, with whom he distinguished him- 
self in the plains of Apure, Achaguas and Casanare. He be-. 
40 
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oame acquainted with general Piar, from wbom he learned 
much ; and, during the absence of Bolim in 1814, these tvio 
chieftains fought unitedly, bravely and without interruption. 
They became the terror of Boves, Morales, Cagigal, Yanes, 

Cevallos, and other Spanish commanders. 

In 1820, Paez having fixed his head quarters at Chaguas, 
hnd under his command, nmonj!; others, the British legion, com- 
manded by colonel Bossett, about six hundred strong. At that 
time, there were attached to this legion, 3 colonels, 2 lieuten* 
ant colonels, 6 majors, and many supernnnierary captains. 
Colonel Bossett was a good officer and iiii^lily esteeiucd by 
general Paez ; who likes foreigners generally, better than does 
Bolivar, or any other Caraguin chienatn. Paex thought highly 
of the English troops ; and used to call them, Mis Amigoa Lo§ 
Ingltsis (my friends the English.) Colonel Bossett, however 
was disliked by his own officers and soldiers. They attributed 
to him the miserable state of their rations, their clothes, ni ) 
the want of their pav. Chnguas being a small place, the olB- 
cers and sokJiers were crowded together. They liad noiiiingbul 
beef for their rations ; no bread, vegetables, nor spirits. The 
soldiers conspired together and fixed upon St. Simon's day for 
meeting. This day was celebrated throughout Colombia as a 
festival or holiday, because general Bolivar bore the name of 
this saint. 

The heat being excessive m these plains, parade was usually 
deferred until 5 or 6 o'clock at evening, and St. Simon^s day 
falling this year on Sunday, and the Saturday before being 
given up to the soldiers, that they might have time to clean 
their arms, the division was excused from parade. 

Notwithstanding this, as soon as the clock struck five, the 
soldiers of the British Legion rnshed out ot their lodges with 
their arms, and placed themselves in order of battle, crying 
aloud that they would no longer be commanded by their co- 
lonel, that they would prefer any other, even a Creole. The 
officers of the legion immediately repaired to the parade and 
endeavored to pacify them. Among these was a lieutenant* 
colonel, against whom they had taken offence, and who, as 
soon as he approached them, received four or five bayonet 
wounds, and was carried off mortally wounded. Colonel Bos- 
sett, hearing what was going on, came before the mutbeers well 
armed, and determined to enforce order among them. Bat as 
soon as he began to speak, the soldiers rn?hed upon him with 
their bayonets, but were prevented Irom doing him any seiioia 
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injury by the efibrts of the oilicei s to appease them. General 
Paez being informed of the mutiny, ran from bis quarters, with 
his drawn sword m bis hand, fell upon the mutmeers, kiUed 
three of them instantly, and broke his sword upon the body of 
a fourth. He then seized some of the most rebelliousi took 
them by the strength of liis own arms out of their ranks, and 
ordered them to prison. This spirited conduct so overawed 
the mutineers, that they separated, and retired hastily to their 

qunrtrrs. 

A youns; heutonant, and three ^^oUlicrs, all English, having 
been tlenounceci as the most sediiioii>, were arrested in the 
niglit. The lieutenant was iuiioccni ui what had passed the 
day before, but was denounced by his enemy tlie adjutant-ma- 
jor of the legion. The next day he and the three soldiers, 
without any further trial were shot« 

General Paez was an excellent partisan officer, and was 
▼ery useful whilst he confined himselt to the plains, where he 
was perfecdy acquainted. But when out of these, he became 
dull, and appeared to be in a manner lost. He was several 
times in this state, as the history of the military operations in 
Venezuela will show. 

It must, however, be acknowledged, that of all the Colom- 
bian generals, Paez has uniformly displny-cd the greatest per- 
sonal bravery, and that in all attacks, he has been at the head 
of his Llaneros, over whom he has acquired unlimited power. 
He (Uvides with them his last cent. They call him uncte and 
father. But as he had no education, and could form himself on- 
ly by his own exertions, he has no accurate knowledge of tac- 
tics, nor indeed of any branch of the military art, of which he 
has more than once been heard to speak with contempt. His 
staff officers are Llaneros, and form his regular society. He 
takr s Iti^ luimmock in the midst of them, and smokes and drink? 
with ttiem. He talks much, and, like most of the Garaguiiis, 
is vain, proud, and boastful. 

In 1819, s:eneral Paez wished to take possession of Guanare ; 
and on his maic h, found the Spanish lieutenant colonel Duran 
at the head of a detachment of 200 infantry, with whom he was 
retiring towards the hato of La Guaz* General Paez had with 
him 1200 chosen cavalry, all Llaneros, with whom he was ac- 
customed to march, and to whom he gave the name of invinci- 
bles. He instantly charged Duran's litde party, crying, des- 
troy them, cut them in pieces." Duran formed a square, and 
crossing his bayonets, made a successful defence against the 
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wild attack of the Llaneros. He then, in his lurn made a full 
charge upon ihem, kilieii mauy, and routed the rest. Paez 
was obliged to fly ; and escaped with but a small part of hk 
iovincibles* 

His bead quarters, since 1813, have been in Valencia ; but 
be has a beautiful country seat not far from Caracas, which be- 
fore the revolution, belonged to the marquis of San Leon. 
When his time permits him, he passes some days at tliis place, 
•where he fattens a great many cattle, performs opcrntions upon 
his ytU'iL^ horses and bulls, prepares medicines for any ili^ensed 
animals, and trims and dresses his horses. He is best sniffled 
when busily engaged in these oceupaiions. A considerable 
part of his time is employed in lying upon his hammock, smok- 
ing, and talking whh favorites of his past campaigns. 

He has a great predilecdon for hunting wild bulls, and par- 
ticularly for th e kind of bunt called eohar un ioro. It coo* 
sists in taking a bull by tlie tail, and throwing bim upon the 
pround, and is done, particularly by the Llaneros of Venezuela, 
in tbe following manner. The hunters are all on horseback, 
each carrying in his hand a piece of red cloth. At tbe sight 
of this color, the bull becomes enraged ; and runs at some otie, 
who dexterously throws his cloth, and fastens it upon tlie horns 
of the bull, in such a manner as to blindfold him. While he 
is roarltiET and pUn)ging to clear himself of the cloth, the princi- 
pal liuiilcr, who is designated beforehand, seizes the animal's 
tail and fastens an end of a strong rope to it. He then makes 
the other end fast to a tree, so that the bull cannot escape. 
He now turns the tail with a strong hand, and with such address, 
that the quick motion the animal naturally makes in turning 
his head towards his captor, is made to assist in throwing him 
flat upon his side. The moment he is got into this position, 
the principal h* inter hamstrings him whh his sabre, and the rest 
pierce him wiili their spears. The carcass is then dressed and 
prepared for cooking. 

At the battle of Ortiz, in April, 181 R, where Boliv ar com- 
manded, Paez, Willi iii-i cavalry, made several successful char- 
ges against the enemy, who, though inferior in number, were su- 

Erior in discipline and skill to Bolivar. The general-in-chief 
d 80 entangled matters and confounded the line, that his in- 
fantry were beaten and nearly destroyed. On this occasion, 
Paez reproached him personally, and with great freedom and 
tererity. 

1 
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At Bolivar's request, Paez coveiod the rcireat, and made 
one or two charges, which saved the remnant ol iho infantry 
from desiruciion. Soon after the last char2;e, uhi< h he led 
himself, he retired on one side, and having diaiHounicd, was 
seized with a fit, and lay upon llie ground, foaming at the mouth. 
Coloael EDghsh, who related the circumstance to me, was pre- 
sent. He went up to Paez, but was warned by some of his 
people not to touch him ; and by no means to disturb the gen- 
eral* He will soon he well," said they, ** he is often so, and 
none of us dare touch him until he is perfectly recovered." 
Culooal English, however, approached, and having sprinkled 
some water in his face and forced a little down his throat, he 
soon recovered ; and coming to his rt rolh c tion, he thanked 
him cordially; saying that lie was a liiiie uvcicoine hy the fa- 
tiiiiie of the day, having u idi Ins 1 iin e and his tnvn arm, killed 
thirty-nine ot tin; eiirmy. lie ^aid he felt his illness coming 
on, as he was rnniiiu:^ the fortieth through the body. The 
bloody, lance lay hy his side, and he presented it to colonel 
English as a memorial of his friendship aiid affection. Paez 
soon recovered and joined his legion, and when colonel Eng- 
lish departed, he presented him with tliree very fine horses 
from his own stud. 

After the refusal of general Morrillo to give qttnrtcr, Paez 
was never known To yspare the lite of a prisoner. At the battle 
of Calabozo, having ht en successful in several char'^es. hy 
which he forced the royalists to retreat, he was in the iieighi 
of good humor, when an officer, who had hren taken hy his 
men, was brought to him. The olRcer was motmu d. The 
general asked liim a lew questions, and then directed his m n 
if hutinm to do his duty. The Spaniard begged hard for his 
life. Well,** says Paez, ride to yonder tree," pointing to 
one at some distance, and when you get there, escape as fast 
as you can, and take care 1 do not come up with you." The 
officer obeyed, and when he arrived at the tree, casting one 
glance behind, commenced his race. Paez pursued and soon 
overtook him. He was just zoing to strike his lance throirzh 
liim, when tlie ollicer with some presence of tnind said, " gen- 
eral Paez is too noble to take an advantage ; my horse was 
tired ; hut if vou, {general, will give me your horse, and the 
same liberty, 1 think 1 coidd save uiy life." '* Done an- 
swered Paez ; and immediately the Spaniard was mounted 
upon bis horse* The distance was again pointed out. The 
officer rode to the spot and surted afresh. Paez meanwhile 



Digitized by Google 



318 MEMOIRS OF BOLIVAR. 

mounted the jaded horse* He started also, gaiocd ground, and 
In about two miles actually overtook the Spaoiard, and pierced 
him through with his spear. Tlie case was wimessed by hun- 
dreds; and the air rang with the applauses of the sanguinary 
Paez! 

Juan Bautista Arismendy, general of division, of the order of 
Liberators, ex-governor of the island of Margarita, &c. &c. 
was born in 1786 in the island of jNlargnrita, of pnrcnts in as 
good circuinstancL's, as tliis sterile spot could make them; 
whose inhabilnnts subsi;>t npon fishing and navi^ntinn. 

Arismendy is one of tlio.'^c men who are si.iii lo iorui them- 
selves, and who become fit for the station they occnjiy in the 
world, by the force of genius or natural ability. He possesses 
a natural tact or disposidon, which no education, though it may 
direct, can ever give. From his youth, he was devoted to 
hunting and fishing. The first formed hit eoup SPttU and 
taught him stratagem. Both hardened his body, by exercise 
and privation. His figure is broad, strong, and about five feet 
two inches hi^^li. His complexion is tawny and sun burnt. 
His hair is yellow, his eyes are small and piercins;, and he is 
probably, the most artivi; chieftain in Colombia. He has re- 
ceived no education and ran scarcely read or ^^■rite. His pen- 
etrating geniu>, and his insinuating manners, advanced him in the 
army ; and when Bolivar created himself dictator, he aj)|>uint- 
ed colonel Arismendy governor of the capital, Caracas, lu 
this post he distinguished himself by his vexations and crudties ; 
and made himself many enemies. 

In 1814, when Venezuela was in a declining condition, be 
left Caracas, and went, as brigadier-general and governor of 
the island of Margarita, into his native country. He re-estab- 
hsiied order in this province, fortified those places which afford- 
ed a good defence, and bnilt a niirnber of small forts, redonl)ts 
and batteries. Here he made himself very popnlar by liis 
good and just administration, and acquired a great ascendancy 
over his countrymen ; so that after the battle of La Pucria, 
which was lost by the dictator in June 1B14, lie was absolute 
master of Margarita, where lie acted without control ; insomuch 
that when the two dictators, Bolivar and Marino, in 1814 came 
to his island for shelter, he compelled them to depart without 
admitting them even to common hospitality. He was jealous 
of his authority, and determined to hold the supreme command 
of Margarita ; and he knew that Bolivar had a right to com- 
mand him wherever they were together. Bolivar knew weD 
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the character of Arismendy, and did not dare to remaiD* Frooi 
that time, general Arisim ndy remained in quiet possession of 
his absolute command, and organised and disc iplined his army ; 
and administered much better than Bolivar had ever done. 

By hib kind reception of foreigners, he attracted many priva- 
tPf r to thf i'^lnnd ; their prizes were sold there; and com- 
iiierce tiounsiied under Arismeiid) 's jirotecting care of the 
merchants and their interests. lie contented himself with a 
moderate income, the piudnct of regular duties, and laxes. 
Margarita was then the entrepot between the Vcnezulan and 
Grenadan patriots, and the commercial world of the West-In- 
dies, and of the United States of America. 

In March, 1815, general MoriQo's mighty expedidon arrived 
firom Cadiz, at the island of Margarita, on the same day with 
that of general Morales, iirom Guiria. Arismendy and the 
inhabitants of Marc^arita saw the impossibility of resisting this 
united force ; and therefore arrepted the capitulation offered 
them by Morillo. It was clearly stated in the articles of capit- 
ulation that none of the inliabitants should be molested for their 
pohtical opinions. In direct violaiion of this stipulation, num- 
bers of the most respectable inhabitants were secretly arrested 
in the night. Arismendy himself found means to escape, and 
conceal himself in the mountains. Morillo offered great reward 
to have Iiim taken and delivered up to bim ; and strict search 
was every where made for him ; but in vain. 

As he was perfectly acquainted with all the foot-passes in 
the woods and motmtains, and as the inhabitants were devo- 
tedly attached to him, he soon succeeded in uniting about fifty 
of the bravest of them, whc determined to drive the Spaniards 
from the island, or die. He lived widi them some lime wpnn 
roots and wild fruits, and the pioduei* oriiunlim:. He anima- 
ted their spirits by his conversation and examples, to such a 
dcgrcee, that they promised to follow wherever he chose to 
lead. His first object was to procure arms and ammunition, of 
which his party were entirely desdtute. Knowing all the Span- 
ish outposts, he began by surprising one of them, held by a cor- 
poral and four men, Arismendy, and twelve of his men armed 
with clubs and long knives, surprised this port in the night, 
killed the five men, and took their arn[is and canridges. Aris- 
mendy proceeded in this manner killing the Spaniards in the 
night and taking; their arms and ammunition, for several months. 
Before any assistance could arrive, Ari-rnendy and his men 
were again in the moimtains. He continued in this manner to 
weaken the Spanish iorce, until he obtained not only a consid- 
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erable quantinr of anns and ammunition, but many recruits also. 
His successful enterprises reanimated tbe fallen spirit of the 
inhabitants. 

Arismendy, though ul ready enabled to act upon a larger plan 

and with effect, was still in want of every thing, hut principally 
of nrms and munitions of wnr. He li;ul iioihini: to expect 
from the .Muiiij because, after the flii:lu of Bolivar Iroin Ciiina- 
na, the leniainins^ patriot chieftaius were reduced, like himself, 
to provide tor their irooj.s as they could. Rul ilie spirit ol pat- 
riotism was now so strong in iVhugai iia, that the women joined 
with their husbands, brothers and friends, in their eftbris again 
to become free. Thejf voluntarily gave their jewelry, pearls, 
golden earrings, crossesi &c. lor the support of tbe war. They 
made shirts and other necessary clothing for the troops. Aris* 
mendy was unanimously elected supreme chief. Some patriot 
clergyman offered golden and silver vases of the church, which 
they had taken the precaution to bury and secrete before the 
Spaniards landed. These valuables were secretly sent to St. 
Thomas', to be exchanged lor arms and munitions of war. Arif?- 
mendy is very snn2;iiinar)' ; and now parlicuhulv, wa^ extremely 
exasperated against the Spaniards. IVIorillo, who had about 
3000 men left, lost nearly all these by Arismendy's bravery. 
.There remained not GOU in tiie city of Assunmtion, and the 
forts of Pompatar, when I arrived witli general Bolivar, at this 
island, in May, 18X6. Tbe Spanish commander had embark- 
ed and gone to the Main, sometime before. 

Arismendy constructed long perogues to carry from 1 50 to 
200 men, who were armed with guns taken Iroro the Spaniards. 
The inhal)itants of Margarita, being sailors from their earlier 
youUi, and very brave, soon filled these boats with th^ir best 
men. BeinL^ so constructed that sails and rudders could be 
used, they took a ii;reat many Spanish vessels by hoardiuc:. the 
crews heiiiti; armed with nuiskeis, swords, (called iii.iiicliilas,) 
and long knives. In this way they procured important means 

to carry on the war. They made prizes of great value, and 
ttx>k plenty of provisions. The Margaritans had never attack- 
ed, or taken any other vessels, than those with Spanish papers, 
and under Spanish colors. Arismendy established the strict- 
est order in every thing, and acted with great probity and dis- 
interestedness, living like the soldiers, and among them. The 
public stores were full and well preserved by the commissa- 
ries. Arisnrrndy organised h'\< little republic much better than 
any of his countrymen had done before. Every one was satis- 
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fled aiul rt'iidy lo a<>ist liini. In n Uioit lime lie received new 
supplies of muiikfcis and warlike stores. Many privateers came 
to offer their service, and his seaports were soon filled with 
prizes. 

Arismendy now become powerful and well supported, car- 
ried on his attacks more openly. He intercepted a number of 
convoys, and surprised whole corps and destroyed thena. He 
erected various forts, redoubts and batteries, that he mtgbt have 

diflercnt points of nttar k and defence. Old and young of both 
sexes worked d;i} and ni<iht, exposed to the fw.^ of the Span- 
iards, who seeing tli<' <jtirit of their ()|)i)os( i -, lo-t all coiirai:o 
and confidence, (joneral Arismendy pointed out to me vari- 
ous women, who fought like the best of his camiouieri, and 
who took up from the ground a great many balls and grape 
shot that' came from the enemy, loaded them into their own 
guns, and retmned them to the Spaniards. When Arismendyi 
Bolivar and myself made the circuit of these forts, the former 
assured me, that these women were of the greatest service, by 
animating their friends and relations lo fight, and by carrying 
the s'.ck and wounded on their shoiddt r-, Tliev won Id not 
sufilr a rnnn lo leave his battery, but brought them food 
and spiiits, handed eartridcres, end indeed did the work of 
brave soldiers. Whilst tlu \ pt rfnrmed these services, they 
were chanting pdiriuiic bongs, and that amidst tlie lieaviest fire 
of the enemy. 

During my stay in Margarita, general Arismendy, among 
many instances of the heroism of their women, related to me 

the following : 

The wife of general Arismendy had a rich uncle, who 

had been many years settled at Trinidad, nnrl had often press- 
ed her to come and visit his f^milv. At the end of 1815, she 
suggested to her husbend the I'l ni of 'joins:, herself, to Trini- 
dad, to pav the long desired visit, and also lor a more uiiporl- 
ant purpose, which was to solicit from her untie, by way of 
loan, a large sum of money for the purpose of aiding the war. 
Her husband refused his consent to her going, and pointed out 
the dangers to which she would be exposed in that time of war 
and trouble, and particularly from the numerous cruising ves* 
sels of the enemy, which then filled the s- as, b almost every 
direction from Margarita. She persisted, however, in her pur- 
pose, and at len'Ztli obtained his rnn^^cnt, and a proper com- 
mission from him, for obtain'n!^ ilu' loan. She was yoimc:. 
handsome «ind well educated. She embarked in a smali 
41 
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schooner, without even a servant, and when she went on board, 
was unknown to anv one in the vessel. After swUng some 
days with a fair wind, the schooner was chased and overtaken 
by a Spanish privateer, And though she sailed under Dutch 
colors, was sent into Porto Cabcllo. 

As soon as she arrived in tJiIs city, she was recognised by a 
number of persons, as the wife oi' general Arismendy, and was 
immedinte!}' arrested and put into a dark and dnmp dun^^eon 
in the citadel. Arismendy, wlio alniost alunys put his prison- 
ers to death, had spared three Spaiiisii colonels and inajors, 
whom he put into o le of his forts, that they might serve liiiuas 
hostages, in case of need. The governor of Porto Cabello 
knew their situation. They were beloved by their superior of- 
ficers, and the governor sent one of lus officers to Arismeody^s 
wife, with his word of honor, that she should be immediately 
set at liberty, if she would write a line to her husband, and per- 
suade liiiii to release the three Spanish oflicers, in exchaoge 
for her. She feared that her husband would be weak enough, 
as she expressed it, to consent to the proposal, and she posi- 
tively refused to write. By the urL';ency of tiu' a;overiior, she 
understood the itnportance of llicse oliicers, luui told liiiu plain- 
ly that slie would not write. She received a uumher of visits 
to the same purpose. At lengtli the governor came himself 
and endeavored to persuade her, but in vain. Tliey then 
threatened her, but she replied, laughing, that it would be cow- 
ardly to torment a defenceless woman, whose only crime was 
lieing the wife of a patriotic general. They next employed 
more rigorous trfiftOOeot, with regard to her livmg, but stiQ 
treated her respectfully, and promised her immediate liberty.if 
she would write. to her husband to release the officers. At 
length she became vexed with their importunity, and told the 
officer who came to her, that if L"ener;il Arismendv were in- 
formed of their cowardly treatment of iier, he would he as mad 
as a tiller, and would put to death thousands of Spaniards, men, 
women aiui children, all that mi'Jjht fall into his power. That, 
for her pari, she was delermined never io commit so weak and 
vile an act as they required of her, and that she would suifer a 
thousand deaths rather than attempt to persuade her husband 
to forget his duty. 

During three months she was treated with great bariiariiy, 
but slie remained firu), and constantly j^ave the same answers. 
The Spaniards, at last, finding that nothing conld alter lier de- 
termination, permhted her to pass the island of Trinidad, fear* 
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ing that if her husband should hear of her^deteDtion, he would 

do ns she predicted. 

Such was the wile of geoi^ral Aiismeody, at the age of 23 
years. 

General Arismendy now lives retired, at a beautiful country 
seat, uot far Irom Ocuiuare. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Recapitulation of Facts — General Bolivar as he is, and not 
as he is camnunUy believed to he, 

I have shown how general Bolivar acted from 1810 to 1814. 

His campaigns in Peru do not come witliin my plan ; but they 
are well known, as are also iiis politicnl trnnsactionSy his des* 
potism, and the Bolivian Constitution, wiiich is his own work, 
and by which his prinei])lrs are fully deve'oped. 

The memoir of tlie lute marquis De Torre Tasrle, htc pre- 
sident of Peru, whirh will be found in No. 9 of the Appendix, 
is a remarkable dorument to show the character of general 
Bolivar. . The marquib has been represented as a traitor, be- 
cause he stated the truth in a time when Bolivar's power was 
at a low ebb. The truth,; however, will be re-established ; 
and history will transmit it to posterity. 

In the appendix, No. 10, will be lound another document, 
a ICiter from Mr. ^Manuel V'^idaurre, one of the most distin- 
guished patriots of Peru, which places the character of Bohvar 
in a just light. I will endeavor to give his portrait. 

General Holivar in bis exterior, in his phisiognomy, in his 
whole de[)ortnu lit, has noiiiing; which would be noticed as 
characteristic, or injjio-iii;,. His manners, his conversation, 
his behaviour in society, have notliing extraordinary in them ; 
noUiing which would attract the uitcution of any one who did 
not know htm. On the contrary, his exterior is against him. 
He is live feet four inches m height, his visase is long, his 
cheeks hollow, bis complexion a livid brown. His eyes are of 
middle size, and sunk deep in bis head, which is covered thinly 
^it h hai r, and his whole body is thin and meagre. He has 



334 



sicaroiRS of bolivab. 



the appearance of a man of sixty-five years old. In walking, 
liis arms are in perpetual motion. He cannot walk long, but 

soon becomes fatignedj^/ Wiierevcr he goes bis stay is sliort, 
seldom more than IkiH an hour, and as soon as he returns, his 
hammock is fixed, he sits or lies, and swings upon it aftt-r the 
manner of his countrymen. Lcirge mustachios and \vhisk<Ts 
cover a part of his face, and he is very particular in Oitii^iing 
each of his ofiicers to wear tliem, saying that the^ give a mar- 
tial air. This gives him a dark and wild air, particiilarlj when 
he is in a passion. His eyes then become animated, and he 
gesticulates and speaks like a madman, threatens to shoot those 
with whom he is angry, steps quick across his chamber, or 
flings himself upon his hammock ; then jumps off it, and or* 
ders people out of his presence, and frequently arrests tbcm. 
There is nothing about them winch ran iitspire respect. When 
he wisiies to persuade, or bring any one to Ins purpose, he 
employs the most seducing promise?, taking a man by tlie arm, 
and walking and speaking; with liim, as with his fuosi intimate 
friend. As soon as his purpose is attained, he becomes cool, 
hauj^hty, and often sarcastic ; but he never ridicules a man of 
high character, or a brave man, except in tus absence. This 
practice of abusing people in their absence, is characteristic of 
the Caraguins generally. The followbg is extracted from 
colonel liippisly*s * Narrative of the Expedition to the rivers 
Orinoco and Apure, in South America.' London, 1819. p. 
382. 

" I had a full opporttmitv of s'lrvcying the g;rnor;il (Bolivnr) 
while he was con\ t'rsinLi; with captain Beire. From what i 
had heard of him, 1 was led to expect in appearance, a very 
different man from the one I saw before me. G*'neral Moli- 
var is a mean looking person, seemingly, though biii 3b, (// 
faUiot dire que 31 \ parle Col. llippislif en V an ISIS,) about 
50 years of age. He is about five feet six inches in height, 
. thin, sallow complexion, lengthened visage, marked with eve- 
ry symptom of anxiety, care, and I could almost add, despon* 
dency. He seemed also to have undergone great fatigue. 
His dark, and according to report, brilliant eyes, were now 
dull and heavy, although I could give them credit for posses- 
sing more fire and animtuion, when liis frrtme was h'ss hnrrnss- 
ed. !?]ack hair loosly lied behintl widi a piece of ribband, 
lari^c mustachios, black ha'idkerchief round his neck, blue 
trowsers, boots and spurs, coinplf i' d his costume. In my 
eyes be might have passed for any thing but what he was. 
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Across the chamber was suspended one of the Spanish ham- 
mocks, on whicli )ic occasionally sat, loUed and swang, ululst 
conversing, and seldom remained in the same posture for two 
minutrs tn:^ctlier," 

General Bolivar ort M'|iies hiinst IfxTTy little in fttulyina; the 
military art. He uiHiciatands no theory, and j>eldoni ii>ks a 
question, or holds any conversation relative to it. Nor does 
he speak ol the civil administration, unless it happens to fall 
within the conccros of the moment. 

I often endeavored to bring him into serious conversation on 
these subjects ; but he would always interrupt me ; < yes, yes, 
mon cher ami, I know this, it is very good ; but appri^Ou^ — and 
immediately turned the conversation upon some different sub- 
ject. 

liis reading, which is v ly liitio, consists of light history and 
tali^s. He has no library, or colic ( lion of books, befitting his 
rank, and the pince b<* has occupied for the last fifteen years. 
He is passionately foud uf the sex, and has always two or three 
ladies, of which one is tlia favorite mistress, who follows him 
wherever he goes. 

Dining is an amusement of which he is also passionately 
(bnd. Whenever he stays two or three days in a place, he 
gives a ball or two, at which he dances in his boots and spurs, 
and makes love to those who hajipen to please him for the mo- 
ment. Nf'xt to this anuisemriit he likes his hammock, where 
he sit-«, or lolls, conversing or aiiinsnie^ himself with his favorite 
!ni^n t>s, or oilier favorites, some ()t' whom I have named in the 
coui su tjf tins work. During tiiis time, he is inaccessible to all 
cUiers. 

The aid-de-camp on duty says to those who;have important 
business to transact with him : * his excellency is deeply engag- 
ed at present, and can sec no one.* When he is' out of humor, 

he swears lilvC a common bully, and orders people oat of his 

prcFf'nre in the rudest and most vulgar manner. From bis 
habits of life, or rather from bis love of pleasure, it happens 
that many piocos of business are heaped loirptlier, and left to 
liis sorretai v, as his d(^rree of Sth M arch, 1S27, fixing the 
c ii.s!i)ia liotise duties of V ciie/.iiela, wbicli is attributed to Ra- 
veu.;a, and which has destroyed the commerce of the country. 
When he suddenly recollects some business, he calls his seeie- 
tary, and directs him to write the letter or decree. This bringa 
more to mind, and it often happens that in one day he hurries 
off the work of fifteen or twenty. In this manner it often hap- 
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pens tliat decrees, made oa the same day, are ia direct oppor 
. sition to earh other. 

General lioiivar has adopted tlic hubiis and customs of the 
European Spaniards, lit' tukcs his siestOf (noon nap) regu- 
larly, and eats his meals like the Spaniards. He gpes to fertv- 
Uasj (coteries,) gives refiuiot^ and always dances the first noin* 
uet with the lady highest ip rank in the company. This old 
Spanish custom is strictl\ oliscrved throughout Colombia. 

Inasinucli as general Bolivar is the sport of circumstances, 
it is difficult to trace his character, while, in the same ratio 
does it become less wortli tracing. 

Buhvar, in success, diirers, not circumstantially alone, from 
Bolivar in adversity ; but he is quite anotlier man. When suc- 
cessful, he is vain, haughty, ill natured, violent ; at the same 
time the slightest circumstances will so excite his jealoui>y of 
bis autliority, that he arrests and sometuiies condemns to cap- 
ital panishraent, those whom he suspects. Yet, under the po- 
liteness of a man educated in the so called beau mofukf he, in 
a great measure, conceals all these faults. They appear in 
his fits of passion ; but never then, unless he is sure of having 
the strength on his side, the bayonets at his command. 

When he finds hifiiself in adversity and destitute of aid from 
without, as he ofion did iVom 1S18 to I81S, he is perfectly free 
Iroin passion and violence oi teinjier. He then Ik foincs miJd, 
patient, docile, and even submissive. Tliose who li i\o i;eeii 
him in the changes of his fortune will agree that i iiave not 
overcharged liie picture. 

The dominant traits in the character of general Bolivar, are 
ambition, vanity, tlurst for absolute, undivided power, and pro- 
. found dissimulation. He is more cunning, and un^estands man- 
kind better than the mass of his countrymen ; he adroidy turns 
every circumstance to Itis own advantage, and spares nothing 
to gain those he tliiuks will be of present use to him. He is 
officious in rendering them little services ; he flatters Uiem, 
makes tln-ni brilliant promises: fincis whatever tliey 5Uir<rest 
verv u.-efid and important, and is readv to loilow their advice. 
A third person suL: j:ests sonn thini: to iiini, or he meets wiih 
some unexpected success. ln>tantly he re^siunes his true cha- 
racter, and bccoiiies vain, kaau,iuy, cross and violent j lorgels 
all services, and all obligauons, speaks with contempt of those 
he had just courted, and if they are powerless, abandons or 
sacrifices them, but always manifests a dispositioQ to spare 
those whom he knows are able to resist him. 
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At Aux Caves e;encral Bolivai and 1 lived very nmch and 
very intimately together. Our conversation turned one day 
upon general Marino, and be said, laughing to me, Oh I 
despise Marino. He is a brute and not able to command four 
men." Marino at that instant came in* Bolivar met him at 
tbe door and embraced him warmly, as a dear friend, and we 
remained together, an hour or more. 

Bolivar represented £:rn( ral Arismendy to me as a man 
wnthout an education, and yet as a very intriguing and dangerous 
man. He was evidently ^ifr iid of Arismendy. He remember- 
ed that when he hiniseli', and ^hiriiio, came as fugitives to Juan 
Griego, in 1814, Arismendy had prevented his remaining; there 
at all, and even tlieratcuetl violence if he atleiiipied to do so. 
Bohvar had not forgotten litis when we came to iMargarita alter 
the sea fight in May, 1816, and would probably then have 
been afraid to venture himself on shore ^ but that Brion who 
on account of his wound had been put ashore, and Lad made 
. such representations to Arisotendy as had reconciled him to 
Bolivar, and induced him to ronie on board our vessel. As 
soon as Arismendy came onboard,Holivar immediately took him 
down into the cabin and conversed with him for a good while. 
He regained Arismendy by chiving; him a formal promise to 
convene a new congress, and lay aside his title of supreme 
chief, which was very oii'ensive to the republican Arismendy. 
The latter relying on his word, engaged aeain to recognise him • 
as commander-in-chief. The day alter Aii.-inendy's formal 
recognition of Bofivar as conunander-in-chief, be took again 
the tide of supreme ehitf. And when I told him that Arismen- 
dy would be ofiended, he said, " never mind, never mind, I ^ 
care not much for Arismendy, I have gained him over, and be 
will do as 1 wish ; and then he is a brute and sees no further 
than the end of his nose. 

But when, in 1819, at Angostura, Arismendy had compelled 
Zea to leave tbp i>l;»rp of vice-president, and had taken it him- 
self. Bolivar became so alarmed for his own supremacy, that 

- he left his command to general Pacz, and marched about 250 
miles v. ii!) his body guard, against AiisnieiHl} , and reinstated 

_ Zea, with whom he could indued do as he pleased. But he 
could, and did only send hmi back to his former command, at 
Marcarita. • •» 

Whilst general Bolivar stood in need of the miUtary skill of 
general Piar, he Hattered him highly ; but when he came to 
tear his influence, he sacraficed him. He would not at that 
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time have put Piar to death, if he had not bcun .so advised and 
supported by others ; not because he was uowillmg to have 
Piar put out of the way, but because ne would not have dand 
to condemn him. 

In 1826, general Paez openly raised the standard of rebel- 
lion against the lawful authorities ; and be was not only not 
punished, but suffered to remain in command, as before, liis 
impunity, like that of Arismendy was owing to the strength of 
his party. 

Gt'iu'ial Rolivur's disposition witli regard to money is llie 
reverse of miserly, and he is tliourrhi by most people to bo very 
generous. His disposition in this respect cannot be better 
described than by saying lliat if he had a hundred tliou64iud 
pounds to day, he might very probably not have a cent tomor- 
row. He very seldom gives money to those that are in want, or 
to those who from delicacy refrain from asking for it, but he 
bestows profusely on his flatterers. 

Qftnrrnl T^^^^Rr h?^ ^p^n compinred to f Japoleon B onaparte. 
Bolivar in his proclamations imitates, or endeavorf^ to imitate the 
style of Napoleon. He began with a small body guard and 
afterwards greatly increased it, hke Napoleon. He is ambitions, 
absolute, and jealous of his command, like the other. On public 
occasions he is simply dresed, while all around liim is splendid, 
like Napoleon, and he movei^ quickly from place to place 
like him. With respect to military ami adnunisuauve tal- 
ents, there is no resemblance between tlicm. 

Bolivar,, when dictator of Venezuela, ordered the execmioa 
of 1353 Spaniards and Islenos, prisoners of war and others, 
who were, m fact put to death in February, 1814. Thb was 
done in cool blood, and no entreaties would save them. I have 
mentioned an instance of his want of feeling, which I witnessed 
at the port of Juan Griego in May 1814, and another in the na- 
val combat just before.'^ Tiie flr^t wa- attended by an additional 
circumstnnrc of cruelty ; that tlic prisoners were compelled to 
dig their own jEpraves! Admiral Brion was on shore on account 
of his wound, bnt as ?oon as heard of tiiis execution, he sent 
positive orders, that no more prisoners sliould be takt-n on shoic 
even if Bolivar himself ordered it j and by this ineaus about 
120 lives were saved. 
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The iblbwine fact was related to me, by a respectable eye- 
witness, whom I would name, but for tl^e danger of exposing 

him to the vengeance of the dictator, libemtor. The relator, 
at the time hr 'Stated the fnct to me, 1 presume, had no thought 
of my wriiiiit; ilic history of Bolivar. 

During a snuill <kirnii.sh wlurli crrneral Bolivar had with a 
Spanish detuchmuiit, not far from Araure, in 1S14, one of his 
officers came full speed and reported to him, that an isolated 
company was attacked m a bushy hill, a mile from bis head 
quarters, and that they were in great want of cartridges. 
Twelve soldiers, wlio beard the report, immediately offered 
themselves to carry the cartridges. Bolivar ordered the chief 
of his staff, Thomas Montilla, to send with each of these sol- 
diers a box of cartridges. But as tliere was no road at all, tliey 
were obliged to seek a passage through a very thick forest, 
full of briars and thorns, in order to ascend the hill. After 
having labored to force their t^ay iniiil ihey found there was 
no probabihty of penetrating fariiier, they were compelled to 
return lo head quarters, with their boxes of cartridges. Thej 
exphuned to the dictator the impossibility of going fordier and 
showed him their clothes, torn in pieces, and their bodies cov- 
ered with blood and wounds. Bolivar, in a furious passion, call- 
ed them cowards, rascals, traitors, %lc. and ordered the three 
first who arrived to be shot. His major-general, or chief of 
the staff, Thomas Montilla, who is a great favorite, his com- 
mandant of the artillery Joseph Collat, and various other of 
the snrroundinf^ officers of the staff, entreated him to revoke 
his order. Tlie men fell upon liieir kness and with pathetic 
lamentations ^treated him to spare their lives, as they were 
innocent, and fathers of large families. All was m vain. As 
they came into his presence, two or three together, he renewed 
his order ; and the whole twehre were bound and shot. On 
various occasions has Bolivar manifested the same disposition, 
as on this, as 1 have shown.* 

Colonel Hippisley, in his work already cit'^l, says, p. 464, 
"Bolivar would ape the creat man. He aspnes to be a second 
Bonaparte, in Somh America, wiilioui possessing a single talent 
for the duties of the field or die cabinet, lie would be king 
of New Grenada and Venezuela, without genius to command, 
consequence to secure, or abilities to support the elevated sta- 
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ton to ^hich his amnitioa most a-^iireiily aspires. In victory, 
Li Lra^cii-;^; prosperity, be is a Tyrar*:, and displays the fecliijgs 
.and Uukuesi of an upstart. He gives way to sudden gusts of 
resentment, and becofneS) tn a mo m en t, a madman, and, (par- 
don tbe expresaon,) a blacksuard ; throws himself into bis bam- 
mock, (which b coostaofly ^une for his use,) and utters curses 
and Imprecadoos upon all aroucd Iiini, of the most disgusting 
and diabolical nature. In deleat, id danger, in retreat, lie is 
perplexed, harrassed and conteraptible, eren to liimself, weigh- 
ed down by disasters, which be has neither skill or strength of 
m!nd to encounter, lighten or remove. Li iliis state he appear- 
ed to me at the retreat to, and from, San Fernando, when he 
looked the iniase of miserj' aud despair. 

** He has (p. 46i) neither talents or abilities for a general, and 
especialljr for a coiDmander4D-cbief. Tbe nmnerous misutkes 
be has made tfarougbout tbe whole of bis campaigns, for the 
last eight years, have nearly desobued the provinces and anni- 
biUted the population. The repeated surprises he has expe- 
rienced from the enemy, (already seven,) prove my assertion, 
and bear me out in declaring that any one of them would have 
disp^ced a corporal's ^uard. 

*' Tactics, movements and maiueuvres, are as unknown to him 
as to liic lou c-i <j{' liis troops. All idea of regularity, system, 
or the common routine of an army, or even a regiment, he is 
totally uuact|uaimcd uiiii. Hence arise all the disasters he 
meets, the defeats be suifers, and bb constant obligations tore* 
treat whenever oppc^ed to tbe foe. Tbe victory which be gains 
to day, however dearly purchased, (of which his list of killed 
and missing, if he calls tor, or keeps such deta'ls, must evident- 
ly convince him) is lost tomorrow, by some failure, or palpa- 
ble neglect on his part-** 

Thus it is that Paez was heard to tell Bolivar after the ac- 
tion at Villa del Cura, that lie would move off his own troops, 
and act no more with |jim in command; adding, "I never lost 
a battle wherein T acted by myself, or in a separate command, 
and 1 have always been defeated when acting in concert with 
you and under your orders." The native and black troops 

ilreed slaves) can, and do dash on, in their nathre countiy. 
Tet, under the name of courage, they will rush, without order, 
regularity or discretion, upon the enemy, resolved at that mo- 
ment to conquer, or to die ; and if, in this onset, they are beat- 
en or repulsed, and find themselves ** able to go about" and to 
retreat, the devil take the hindermost" appears to be the 
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general cry ; for ihey all continue to run until they reach a 
phice ofsat'ety ; and it is allowed by iho royalist troops them- 
selves, that the patriotic army, wilh Bolivar at llieir head, was 
never beaten in this respect.'' " The 6nal slaughter of the 
prisonersi after the battle, or during the retreat, is completely 
acquiesced in by BoliFar, who has himself condescended to 
witness this scene of butchery, infamy," &c. 

These passages are sufficient to confirm what I have sud in 
the course of these memoirs, of general Bolivar and bis troops. 
I could cite various otiior writers, to the snme purpose. 

It is true that liis llatterers and conrtiprs have endeavored to 
compare 2;('noral Bolivar with Napoleon ; ijut none of tliem 
have sii'j;i{;ested to him the idea of aspiring to deserve being 
compared witli Washington. All vdi » have compared him whh 
the latter were either strangers, or those who hare seen Boli- 
var, perhaps, a few hours, or not at all. * 

Bolivar's conduct as dictator in Venezuela, in 1813-14, as 
supreme chief in 1816-17-18, his project of a monarchical 
constitution, in which lie proposed the creation of a senate for 
Hfe, with the titles of dukes, marquises, counts, barons, See, 
in 1B19, the constitution of Bolivia, the secret history of his 
protectorate in Peru, his hehaviour in V^cnczuela, his famous 
proclamation directed to the grand convention of Ocuna, and 
his self nomination as supreme chief or dictator of Colombia, 
are proofs of his ambition, iiis hypocrisy, and his secret deter- 
mination to become an absolute monarch. 

A great man would have directed the efiR>rt3 of the ambitious 
and ignorant chieftains of Colombia to one point, driving their 
common enemies from the country, in the first place, and thea 
establishing a free government. Bolivar's object has invariably 
been his own personal aggrandizement, to the exclusion of every 
good and noble purpose. He is certainly a rare example of 
great ambition, unaided by talents, or virtues of nnv kind. 
Yet, such are the iohabitaDls of Colombia, that they are ruled 
by this man. 

In his recently published organic decree, dated August 27th, 
1828, in title 1, he says : 

Art. 1st. The attributes of the supreme chief embrace the 
maintenance of the peace in the interior, and the defence from 
abroad ; the command of the forces by land and sea; the ne- 
gotiations, war^and peace, and the treaties; the nomination of 
all the officers. 
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The right to give decrees and the necessary rules, ( rcgU- 
mentosy) of whatever nature they may be ; to modify, to reform 
the established laws, and to alter them ; the execution of the 
decrees and rule?, also of those jaws wliirli shall remain m lorce. 

The collectio!! of taxes, the admiuibiraiion of jusiire, the 
execiujuii of die judgments, tlie approbation or tlie alteraiu^n <}f 
the sentenccb ia ilie councils of war j the. conunuiation of pun- 
bhmentSi with the advico of the coaocil of slate, and upon the 
proposal of the courts, or havkg previously heard tbem ; the 
grantmg of anmesiy or pardon, for puhlic or private oflences, 
always with the advice of the council of state* 

The deliveiy of commissions or leitres it marque. The 
exercise of the natural power as chief of the general adminis- 
tration of the republic in nil it? branches, and in virtue of bcin5 
entrusted with the supreme power ot the state ; finally the presi- 
dency ol liie council 6f state, when he thinks proper. 

Art. 2d. The supreme chief will be asst t( d in the exercise 
of llie executive power, wiih tiiu ii|^lit and die udvicc of a coun- 
cil of mmisters." 

This famous decree speaks so much, tliat I may safely ^ 
peal to it, in support of what I have said of its author. 

I have adverted to the difficulty of tracing the character of 
this personage, arisinc; from his being so much the creature of 
circumstances. He has not sufficient vigor of spirit, nor courage 
of heart, nor talent, to escape from a critical situation, or to 
rise from a fall, without helj) from abroad. [rood fortune 

in receivin^r surV. help, has been almost uninterniptrd siucG 
1813. But the great secret of his great power hes ui ilie char- 
acter of the people over wliom he rules. 

Lieutenant colonel Simon Bolivar, wiiilst lie was governor of 
the ibrtress of Porto Cabello, in June, 1812, left the fortress 
and embarked clandesdnely, with some officers, in the night, 
without giving any previous notice to the garrison, without any 
order, without any capitulation, without any armistice, or pre- 
vious treaty with the enemy. He embarked for fear of the 
prisoners of war who had revolted and taken possession of the 
citndel. An oM soldier mi2;ht admit the place to he no lon^rfT 
tenable. But lu re the garrison finding that tlieir conmiander 
had deserted without leaving them any order or advice, actually 
retired in cood order, and reached Valencia, by land without 
losing a man j and witliout any attack from the prisoners in the 
citadel. It is an invariable tulc that the conmiander of a place, 
in time of war and danger, should never leave those who have 
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been committed to liis care. And this rule is leasonable, and 
perfectly just. 2d. Simon Bolivar, the dictator, liberator of 

the West of Venezuela, embarked in the greatest haste in 
the night of the 25th August, 1814, at Cumana, and fled with 
San lago Marino, from the field of wnr. He so completely 
lost his presence of mind, tl)at in spile of the ^varmest repre- 
sentations of his cousin Kibas and many others, he would hear 
nothing, and remained on board commodore Bianchi's vessel. 
He sent various messages to Marino, urging iiiin to embark, and 
as soon as Marino arrived, he ordered the commander to cut 
his cables and sail. Ribas, and a thousand other brave men, re- 
mained and fought for their independence and freedom. We 
have seen how Arismendy and Bermudes forced them to leave 
the ports of Juan Gerigo and Ocumare, treating them as fugitives 
and cowards, and threatening to shoot them if they set their feet 
on shore.* 

3d. General Bohvar came suddenly to the height of power, 
and was named cnptain-general of the armies of New Venezuela 
and New Grenada ; becan>c tlie congress of the latter country 
was in great need of some aiitljority to subject the province of 
Cuudinamarca and to occupy Santa Martha; ^lS14and begin- 
ning of 1815.) He fell a second time his aosolute inabihty, 
and after his ill fated nege of Carthagena, embarked for the 
island of Jamaica, wfaikt general Palacio, with the remainder of 
the army which Bolivar had left, fought bravely and gained 
advantages over the Spaniards.! 

4th. The occupation of Carthagena and Boca Chica, by 
the patriots, offered a new occasion to distinguish liimself. He 
left Atix Caycs for Margarita, and in tlie naval rombat, (May 
2d,) chose his place in the long boat of commodore Brion's 
ves el, (the only vessel en!;aged, and which took the Spanish 
royal i>iig Intrepida,) tiirough mere cowardice, leaving to anoth- 
er the command of the officers and volunteers, in his stead. { 

In consequence of this action, general Arismendy, ignorant 
of the part Bolivar had taken in it, not only became reconciled 
to the latter, but placed himself again under his orders. If 
Arismendy had^been made acquainted with Bolivar's conduct 
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ia tliis action, it would been the destnictiQa of the projected 

expedition against VenezAiela.* 

5th. At the action of Ocurnare, (July 10th, 1806,) the su- 
prciiie chief It'll ihc (Ichl in a ju i icci rriii;ht, and rode full speed 
(he is always careful to have the hest rujiners) two leajjucs ; 
jumped from hi,-, horse, and etnharked on hoard the fast sailini^ 
piivaieer, Diunaj capiuiii Dcbouillc. Ais suon as he was oil 
board, he ordered the captain to cut his cables ; aod aniTed 
at the little Dutch island Bonair. General McGregor 
sembled the remainder of the uoops left by Bolivar, ana, with 

tliem, joined [^(nieral Piar at Barcelona. f 

When admiral Brion arrived at Bonair, from C i ■ ao be 
was astoni^iu'd to hear of the nij;bi of the supreme chief, and 
r( proacheil him severely. Bolivar received his reproaches 
with 'ireat dorilitv, fcelin:; at tliis time his entire dependence 
upon ihe admiral. Brion, who wns (|tiick ItMupered, becoming 
cooler, succeeded at Ia>t in ])ersuadin^ Bolivar that his honor 
absolut(dy ret^uiied him to retm'n to t)ie Alain and rejoin bis 
troops ; and he ordered captain Uebouille to put him&eif at 
the disposal of the supreme chief. Bolivar directed bis coune 
toward the coastW Cumana. On his landing, Marino and 
Piar, who had left him at Carupano, reproached him witb his 
cf I ! • . H i I n Ocurnare, and told him that if he did not 
embark immediately they would arrest and try him before m 
court martial. He erid)arl<ed sj)eedi!y, and arrived at Jaqoe- 
inel, whence he ]);issiMi to Port au Prince. | 

Biion now employed all his iidiuencc to procure Bolivar's 
reeal lo ihe Main. Alter loiii^ and ^reat exertions, ho succeed- 
ed, clii(. (ly by LMviui; his wort) that Bolivar would assemble a 
cun^rchs, and establish a republican governraent, lo wUicli the 
latter most readily consented. In consequence of tbis stnmb- 
tion, he was recalled, and arrived at Barcelona in the uUflr 
part of 181G. As soon as he was again at the head of the troopi 
he disregarded his promise, resumed his title of supreme chie( 
and pro("eet[ed as he iind done before.^ 

r>tli. 'J'lie ^iiiM-emc chief, in tije ni^ht of the 5th and Gth 
April IB 17, tied from the liuriiiied place of Barcelona^ abu- 
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doning his aid-de-camp, Chamberlain, and more than 1000 
men. The latter perceiying that the Spaniards had guined the 
^waUs, killed his wife and himself. All the rest were murdered 
by the Spaniards. At this time, the supreme chief liid himself 
in the remotest part of the plains of Cumana, where he remain- 
ed about seven weeks. 

Ttl). The supreme chleflcft the scene of wnr, in ISIP, nfter 
his unsuccesslul campaign in Venezuela. The details of lliis 
campaign are alone sufhcienl lo give a correct idea of his mih- 
tary talents. He came for shelter to the strong place of Angos* 
tura in Cniayana. 

These facts, (and many more might be adduced,) suliiciently 
prove that Bolivar frequently lost his presence of mind, and 
that the most propitious circumstances concurred to restore his 
fortune* I have said enough of his talents for administrauon, 
and hb mode of proceeding in civil matters, m the course of 
these memoirs. 

But how is it possible (the questions naturally arise) that 
general Bolivar should have liberated his country, and preserv- 
ed in himself the supreme power, wiihont superior talents ? 

If by * hberating his county' it be meant that lie has z'wcn 
his country a free covernment, I answer, that he has not done 
so ; and this question, 1 think, is thus fairly disposed of. If it 
be meant, that he has driven out the Spaniards, 1 answer, that 
he has done little, or nothing, towards this ; far less, certainly, 
than the meanest of the subordiate chieftains. To the ques- 
tion, how he can have retained his power, without superior 
talents? I answer, in the first place, that the repviat'wn 
of superior talents, goes a great ways. But 1 shall not desire 
tiie reader to be satisfied with this answer. 

Before the revolution of Caracas April 19th 1810, and ever 
since that lime, the Spaniards themselves have constantly and 
powerfully contributed to a^sist the patriots in all tlieir enter- 
prises ; by forcing the iniraijitanls to u iUidraw tiiems<jK es from 
an onerous and base submission j by 'leaving them no odier al- 
ternative but to resist oppression, cruelty and death, by force 
of arms, or submit to diem. Without any disposition to dispart 
age the bravery, the constancy of the Colombian people, I soy 
that the pohcy, and the wliole Ijehaviour of the Spanish chief- 
tains, during the war on the Main, has operated powerfully to- 
wards tlie freedom and independence of the people. It has 
been a stimulons applied witli very little respite. Their ob- 
stinacy, their hypocrisy, their barbarous cruelties, their ejitire 
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want of modertlioo, of even the sembhiice of liberal policf » of 
talents, and of courage, have contributed efficaciously to al- 
ienate from them the confidence and favorable opinion of 
the pwple. Tlu itiliabitants naturallv cl;ose to be under the 
(loininif)ii (jf ihtir native chieftains, rather iliari to perish under 
the cruelties and vexation'? of tlu; Spaniards. If tlic«e Inter 
had adopted a lihoral system lor adniinisterini: tlie prov.iict^s of 
Venezuela and Aew Grenada, as soon us tiie Americans per- 
ceived the precarious situauon of the mother country, I ven« 
ture boldly toprooounce, that none of them would have thought 
of separating from Spain. This opbion b supported hytbtt 
well known fact, that not one of the patriotic juntas in IS 10, 
had dreamed of detaching itself £rom the adored king Ferdi- 
nand. Tiie stupid management of the Spanish audioritm 
has facilitated all the operations of the pntriot5. The criemns 
fauhs of Bolirnr, nnd some of his g<'nerals, have been exceed- 
ed by those of his adversaries. It is not strange, therefore, 
that Bolivar should have been able to do all he has done 
with very Umiied talents. 

It has been said, long nnce, that oppresaioo cannot bo eieir^ 
cised upon any people beyond a certain point; that passing 
this point certainly produces resistance, and at length, revolt 
and revolutioD. The territory of Colombia has a vast extent 
of coast. It was impossible that it should be guarded by the 
Spani>h troops that were sent out. Bolivar, wiien beaten and 
driven from one place, had only to go to another. The ad- 
%'antai:e in point n( numbers, was vastly against tlie Span- 
iarrls. Their ij:reau >L iiuml»er of troops never exceeded twenty 
thousand ; whereas, on the part of the patriots, llierc was a 
great majority of the people of the country' containing about 
two millions of soub. Uuiroxa's revolution, m favor of the ooo- 
stitution of 1812, occupied Spain at home, and prevented her 
sending powerful aid to Morillo. The Spaniards generally, 
and Morillo among the rest, became tired and worn out ; ihw 
troops deserted by hundreds. If Morillo had sought to aid 
Bolivar, he could not have done it more efTrctunnv. than by sp- 
potntin2; La Torre his successor j for the drooping and sickly 
state of die Spaniards at that time. La Torre was but a poor 
physician. A powcrfid moral cause ^tood also in aid oi Boli- 
var ; 1 mean pubhc opinion ; which, if nut unanimously in his 
favor, was certainly so against the cruel deeds of the Span- 
iards ; and the Colombians, in their choice between two evils, 
veiy naturally took that which appeared to be the least. 
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By examining the conduct of the Spanish chieftains, both in 
Venezuela and NcwGrennHn, we shnll find that thev afforded 
^rvnx nssistaoce to tlie ilmited talents of the supreme chief, 
liberator. 

In V enezuela, the eaptain-c;enernl Don Juan de Cnsns, as 
early as 1S08, be^'an to irritaie the minds of the inhabitants of 
Caracas, by arresting, in a very arbitrary and impohtic man- 
ner, a great maii^ inhabitants belonging to the first and most 
respectable famihes (mantuanos) in ttiat province. There was 
no other motive for his arrest, than ill founded suspicion ; and 
be was compiled to sot them at liberty. But the impression 
remained, and stirred up many enemies to his i^ovemment* 

C;iptain-c:enornl Don Vicente Emparan, his snccessor, was 
the victim of liis own ohstinnry. Without regard to the dispo- 
sition, or feehngs, or opinions of the inhabitants, he blindly fol- 
lowed the ordeis of the regoney at Cadiz, \vlii( li continued to 
dictate and maintain laws made in time of F( rdinand the ('aih- 
olic, and PhiUp 11. Emparan, by refusing to be advised, lost 
himself and the Spanish cause. His great security, and the 
idea of his power, joined with hb obstinacy, gave occasion to 
the revoltition of the 19tb April 1810, in Caracas. 

Hie junta which succeeded him, took die title of Provisional 
Junta of Venezuela, conservators of the rights of his catholic 
majesty, Ferdinand 7tli, wlii( h proved that this junta and its 
eon^titnents, iind no idi-a of detaching themselves from Spain, 
lis detailed official report explained this very clearly, and con- 
cluded by offering tiu- Sjiani-^li 2;()vernnu in money and support 
of every description, to UKiintain the war iino wliich it was dri- 
ven, against Napoleon. The regency of Cadiz answered their 
kind offers by a vehement decree, dated Aug. 3d, 1810, by 
which the province of Venezuela was declared to be in a state 
of blockade ! thus treating its inhabitants like enemies of the 
nation. The regency ordered every means to be employed 
to turn out a junta sincerely attached to their king $ and to 
punish them as rebels. 

The mission of Don Francisco Cortavaria, by the regency 
and Cortes of Spain, to the island of Porto Rico, was the con- 
sequence of the decree of August -id. He had a commission 
to pacilV the Main, and to lorec its inhabitants to receive a new 
captain-guncral from the hands of those who ruled in Spain. 
This mission increased ilie fire of civil uar, uisiead of extin- 
guishing it 
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The weak and cowardly captain-general Millares, who suc- 
ceeded Eniparan, was but an object of contempt and mockery 
to ibis subaltern, Don Domiago MoDteverde, who treated him 
like an iDstrument laid aside, when it becomes useless to our 
purpose. The latter audaciously put himself in place of the 
other, and violated the treaty of Vittoria, made July IStb 1813, 
with Miranda. 

Monte verde's government was the reign of Islenos, friars, 
monks, priests, and intriguers of various descriptions. Roves, 
Morales, Suasolf^, Antonauzo, Puy, Roseitc, and other Span- 
isJi Chieftains of lias sort, had the upper hand. His adminis- 
tration was a series of perfidies, cruelties, and persecutions j 
one of llic most complete and hoirid anaichy, 

Simon Bolivar wiui a respectable force approached the lim- 
its of Venezuela, announced its deliverance, and promised the 
inhabitants relief and freedom. These wretched people, reduc- 
ed to despair, flocked by thousands to his standard for refiq^ 
from misery and death. Desertion became genera] in the loy- 
al army ; and these troops united mih many thousands of vol» 
unteers, niiemonted BollvDr*"? legions, and reduced the forces 
of the enemy, to 5o small and weak a number, that he had 
nothing to do, but lo march forward, assured of success and 
victory. The confidence ol the country in the Spanish troops, 
and the dread of tlieni, declined in proportion as confidence in 
the patriot troops increased. Thus he advanced into the iate- 
rior of Venezuela, supported by a series of successes, wfakh 
cost him very little; and thus he entered the capital, Caracas, 
whence the enemy had fled. Men, money, arms, munilioos 
of every descriptioii, were ofl^ered him from every comer, and, 
imited witli the zeal of about a million of people, desirous in 
assisting him to destroy the feeble remnant of the enemy, 
very ordinary talents only vrcrc requisite to direct this power- 
ful mass of forces and means, to the utter extermination of 
Spanish despotism and cruelty. 

But the weak Bolivar was so elated with his unexpected suc- 
cess, tliat, at tlie height of his fortune, he lost all redection and 
imagined ibat ewery thing was accomplished. His gross faults • 
were the only cause of lus rum. They brought on the subse- 
quent misei^ of his counttymen, and the down&U of the cause 
of freedom m Venezuela. 

Hie year of 1813 saw him upon the summit of human 
grandeur and glory. The next year saw him a fugitive in dan- 
ger of being shot for desertion like the meanest soldier, and 
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forced to seek sheher ina sister republic, Cartbagena, whom he 
afterwards treated as a Ibe ; laying siege to ner capital in 
1815. 

CSeneral Monteverde, being wounded, left Porto Cabello for 
Curacao, where he lived in high style, from the plunder and vex- 
ations carried on against the mhabitants of Venezuela.* He 
left the command of the remaininj^ royal troops* to colonel 
Salomon, wlioso conclMct we hrive noticed. 

After Bolivar's digln ti r>ni C'uninna, in August 1914, military 
despotism began a^ain to \uM the reins of tlie royal govern- 
meut. The captain-general, Cagigal, had the uoiuinal power, 
hot Bom, Morales, Cevallos, and other Spanish chieftains, 
acted throughout Venezuela, wherever the^r came, as masters 
and conquerors. The best proof of this, is the massacre of 
the most respectable inhahitants of Valencia, which took place 
in presence of Cagigal, and went unpunished. Similar ex- 
cesses were comniitti d, unpunished, in all the other provinces 
of Venezuela, and throughout its whole trTritory persecutions 
and the most barbarous cruelties were multiplied and became 
the order of the day. The only man who had character and 
6rmnesa enough to preserve the city of Caracas itself, from pil- 
lage was the marquis of Leon. And this he did, as the reader 
wUl recoUect, by overaweine a mulatto lieutenant colonel, 
(M uchado) who had heen a uave of the count of La Grange. 
But the marquis was not a military man ; his authority was per^ 
sonal, limited, and momentary. He was probahly, the only man 
at that time on the Main, qualified by character to re-establish the 
royal authority. But instead of giving him full powers for that 
purpose, the king of Spain sent ten thousand bayonets, with 
a cliipftain more cnpricious, hyorcitical, despotic and sangui- 
nary, ili.uj auy ot his predecessors. Such was Don Pablo Mo- 
rillo, who imagined, that to overawe every one, he had only to 
present himself. He took the title of pacificator of the 
new world," and arrived on the Main with the philanthnnpic 
principles, which characterise him in many of his letters. He 
wrote to the king Ferdinand, that it was necessary to regenerate 
Spanish America, and to exterminate, by fire and sword " the 
present population, and create a now one." He began by 
grossly oppressing the only man capable of reuderiog him 



* He gave to a colored woman m Curacao, lb* oiistMU of tbe hotel where be 
lived everjr dnj, one buodered doUan for Uie emMM oTIim uUe oaljr. f bav* Um 
AMt ftoB Um woman benelC 
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great service, the marquis of Saii Leou. Him he arrested and 
took with him as a prisoner, on his Journey, because tliu mar- 
quis could not, or would not, pay him an extraordinaiy tax of 
twenty tliousand dollars. Admiral marqub De Eoriles, the 
friend und counsellor of Morillo, greatly assisted Bolivar, by 
the advice he gave Morillo, after he knew it was tmposable ior 
him ever to reconquer the Main. 

General Morales, who succeeded La Torre, was better 4}uali* 
fiod to rnise the royal party, but his barbarous rriieltv, his ig;no- 
raiico of policy, and his despotic principles, alienated li om liim 
the good opinion of both parties. Such was the general stale 
of allaii s in Venezuela, Irom 1810 to 1824, wlicn the last of 
tlie Spaniards were driven from tiie Main by the capiiulauon of 
Porto Cabello. Let us now look at New Grenada. 

The viceroy Don Antonio Araar, was an honest man and 
desired the welfare of the country; but he was too old and loo 
weak to hold tiie reins of government in a time of revolution 
and trouble. lie hesitated, and then gave way. 

Don Antonio Soria succeeded him, and did worse. From 
that limn there had been no viceroy wortliy of notice. Every 
province had its junta and its f;overnor or prr-ltlcnt, v. hn nrvd 
only by the province ; and these had no union, no underslaud- 
ing among iliemselves. They died away, one after another. 

The reader may perhaps be acquainted with tiio atrocious 
deeds of ilie bishop of Cuenca and his army of death, 6Ued 
with friars and priests. He was another Peter the Hermit with 
his fanatical brethren the Crusaders. 

In Carthagena, Santa Martha, Porto Bello, &c« the Spanish 
ebieftains, after having pillaged, left the places to their subal* 
terns and fled. 

In the eight provinces of Venezuela and the twenty two of 
New Grenada, the viceroys, the cnptain-j^eiiernls, covernors, 
and S|7an!<h leaders, have made every elibrl to alienate tiie af- 
fections of tlie Aniericans, by their tvrnnny, crnelty, duj)licity 
and their general conduct as impolii c as it was barbarous. 
The ki[jg, the regency, the cortes and the juntas of Spain 
have powerfully seconded the patriots. Ever since 1810, the 
Spaniards ha?e done all they could do in favor of the patriocs. 
Besides the conduct of the Spanish chieftains has undoubtedly 
favored the enterprises of genera] Bolivar, and assisted his fee- 
ble efforts. His generals and subalterns, and all tlie inhabitants 
of Colombia have powerfully supported him. Many of his 
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seaerals have done far more than he has to free &e coimuy 
vom the Spaniards. 

Amongst them Louis Brioii was distinguished ; as were also 
the p;enerals Kibas, Villa})ol, Pacz, Zarnsn, Piar, Palacios, 
Arisiiiendy, Gomez, Sanaiider, Padilla, and others. None of 
lliese generals, liavo ever abandoned, or in any respect behaved 
so meanlv as liolivar hai done. To Uicbu brave men Colom- 
bia, atul liolivar himself, owe the expulsion of the Spaniards and 
thcsalvauon of the country; ifilieir present expulsion may be 
catted so. Of these, I^rion, Ribas, Villapol, Piar, and Palacio, 
live no longer. Sanander and Padilla are arrested, and wiU 
probably be condemned to death.* 

The brightest deeds of all these generals, were performed 
in the absence uf Bolivar. Abroad, they were attributed to his 
military skill and heroism, while in fact he was a fugitive, a 
thousand miles trom the scenes of their bravery, and never 
dreaming of their ■-•iircesses. 

What has he done la Peru? He has destroyed freedom and 
independence there, as in Colombia.f His protectorate there, 
aiiawers exactly to his dictatorship in Colombia ; a despotic, 
military anarchy ; which has driven the best mhabitants from 
both countries, or rendered them slaves, and which, for many 
^ears to come, will be felt as the pernicious effect of Bolivar^ 
mcapacity and despotism. 

General Bolivar, moreover, has never in person commanded 
a regiment, nor four soldiers. He has never made a charge 
of cavalry, nor with a bayonet. On the contrary, he has ever 
been careful to keep himself out of danirer. lie has always 
taken the precanliun to j)rovide liiniself with excellent hordes 
ami t;ood guides, and whcfx'vr'r the fire a|)j)roached him, has 
iitade U5e of both. The piuiti uunatioii of fact composing these 
memoirs proves diis assertion. 

Creoeral Bolivar's expedition in 1813, against Monteverde, 
and its complete success, has made him famous abroad. I have 
shown how easy, in bis situation, success was ; that he had 
only to go forward. The merit, whatever it may be, of con- 
senting to go forward with a hand full of men after the depic- 
tion of colonel Castillo, is general Bohvar's. The expedition 



* Written November lOlli, 1628. 

t The l^^ •> I attics fnus^ht in Peru were gained in his absence ; in the one 1m WU 
a hundred mile* from the field of actioo ; in the second at Ayachuco} be Wtf tidl. , 
GeawnU Sucre gained both, and Bolivar iiad ibc booor aiid the name. 
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was roncTivfd and planned, not so much by Bolivar as hx bis 
cousin Hibas, who uas not only the soul, but ihe friend aUo of 
Bolivar. He and ct;ii>iiel iirizeno persuaded Bolivar to per- 
severe and go forward, when, asiespectable eye witnesses have 
assured me, Bolivar bioiself wished, upon the defectbii of Ca»- 
tillo, to return to Carthagena. 

Thb entry into Venezuela was the most brilliant epoch m 
the military career of general Bolivar. I have shown how 
easily it was made. Very little talent, surely, was requisite to 
drive a handful of Spaniards out of the country, and by so doing, 
give liberty to the Venezuelans. He did neither, but fled for 
shelter to New Grenada. But tlie memory of bis grandeur 
remained, and havinc; been the tyrant of bis country, he was 
regarded as her Liberator. His fame procured him a good 
reception at Tunja, in November, 1614, and the congress of 
New Grenada named lum captain-general of the armies of 
Venezuela and New Grenada, ilie hishest military charge b 
the Spanish American armies. But this was trifling when com- 
pared with his dictatorship in Venezuela. 

Congress, and all true friends of liberty, now entertained san- 
gnijie hopes, that Bolivar had acquired wisdom by experiencing 
adversity, and thnt he felt an ardent desire to retrieve his faults 
and deserve the confidence of conLnr'^s. 

These hopes were founded upon ins verbal promises made 
to bis friends in Tunja, and upon his nuinei ous proclamations, 
and solemn pi onuses, to give freedom, liberty and welfare to 
the Greoadans. But he had acquired the habit of acting as 
master, and of folbwinc the impulses of his vain and haughty 
dispofntion. He endrely disregarded the confidence placed b 
him, and the obligation he was under to the congress of New 
Grenada, which placed him at the head of a strong army, that 
he might be enabled to fulfil the important and double commit* 
sion given bifii. Hp took, with perfect ease, the open and un- 
defended eapital ot Jio2;ota, but snffered his troops to plunder 
it, during 48 hours. The most important task assigned bini, 
was the conquest of Santa Martha, which, at the time, could 
have been easily completed; but he preferred the gratification 
of his own revenge, in besieging Carthagena, which had re- 
ceived him within her walls, with distinguished hospitality whilst 
he was a fugitive, and proscrihed by Arismendy and Bermudas. 
Hb principal aim, in besieging, and endeavoring to take Car- 
thagena, was to avenge himself upon Castillo, who commanded 
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in the place. The dreadful consequences of this siege have 
been detailed already. 

In the assembly ot" patriots, hold in the hesinninE- of 1SI6, 
in the city of Aux Cayes, (Hayii,) its mcinbeis Daiued general 
Boliv ar as their cominaodcr-iD-chief, because commodore Brioo, 
uppn whom the expedition depended, had, formally and open- 
ly, declared that if Bolivar should not be appointed the com- 
mander-in-chief of the projected ezpedidon, he would not ad- 
vance a sinde dollar. Brion waa^ at that time, the principal 
supporter of tlie patriots; commodore Aury was the next ; but 
the former had more money, and a more extensive credit than 
the latter, nnd was animated, by the threat promises of Holivar, 
to act in bis favor. The president of Hayti, Alexander Petion, 
was also in favor of general Bolivar, and assisted him power- 
fully in the projected expedition. Besides all this, BoHvar had 
sacrificed his fortune in favor of the cause, and had been the 
most elevated diieftain, in rank, smce 1813* 

Commodore Auiy was the only member of this assembly 
who opposed, not the nomination of Bolivar, but bis assuming 
the civil and military power, alone. He proposed a council of 
government of three or five members, over which Bolivar should 
preside. Bolivar rose and spoke vehemently against a divis- 
ion of power, and concluded by saying that lie would rather re- 
sign than consent to Aury's proposal. Bohvar was well aware 
that Brion and Petion would do little or nothing, if any other 
chieftains were elected ; and, therefore, ventured to speak of 
resignation. Not a voice was iicard in support of Aury j and 
Bolivar proposed a loud and individual vote ; which was given 
for bis being commander-in chief ot the projected expedition. 
The proceedings were reduced to writing beforehand, and 
were signed by every member except Aury ; upon whom Bo- 
livar avenged himseu, as we have seen. 

From the time that Aury expressed himself so strongly 
against the absolute and undivided power of Bolivnr, the latter 
began to fear that others might follow Aury's example. Since 

1813, Bohvar had been accustomed to have all around him ac- 
knowledge and submit to his authority and obey implicit 1\ all 
his orders, however aibitrary or despotic. When ihe dictator 
ordered the execution of the 1200 Spaniards in February, 

1814, more than a thousand ubabitants of Caracas and Luguai- 
ra, murmured deep\) iigaiost this cruel and sanguinary deed ; 
but DO one dared to oppose, or even to speak openly agamst it. 
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Wlicn Bolivar heard from me tiiat general San lago Marino 
bad given a secret commission to captain Bouille, a colored 
roan, to recruit 300 choice soMiers from Hayti, he became veiy 
uneasy, and said to me that Ptar had certainljr advised Marino 
to do so. He added that Piar bemg a colored man was a rery 
dangerous one, and tliat he had the greatest influence over Ifa* 
rinOf and that Piar's object was to enable ^larino again tohe> 
come his rival, as he had been in 1813 and '14. He then re- 
qiipstcd me to find some niemis of defeating; Marino's object, 
withnirt having it known that he, Bolivar, cared about it. Thb 
was (lone as I have already related. 

As soon as the supreme chief arrived at Carupano, from the 
island of Margarita, his body-guard was organised. Twenty- 
five men, with an officer, were daily placed before his head- 
quarters, and relieved eveiy twenty four hours. 

In December, 1817, when BoKvar arrived at Barcelona, he 
again organised a body-guard. This was repeated at Angos- 
tura, and since that time this corps has been a!;<:rncnted so much 
that he appointed the general of division, Raphael Urdaneta, 
the rommander-in-rhief of it. Tie had various generals of 
brigades under his orders ; but principally ireneral Anzoaticrni, 
who was always blindly devoted to liini. vSince that time this 
body-guard lias accompanii d him every where. 

There can be no doubi liiat the institution of this body-guard 
has been the ruin of liberty in Colombia ; because the bayonets 
have supplied the phice of both militaiy and administrative skill, 
ever since the Spaniards were driven from the territory. These 
alone have kept the weight of argument and opinion on his aide. 
!n imitation of the famous motto, " lldma Ratio 7?rif»/;//," en- 
graved upon the cannon of Frederick 2d of Prussia, Bolivar 
phonld engrave upon the muskets of bis body-guard, ** Ultima 
Jiutio Dicintoriim.'''* Their bayonet*:, supported by the money 
supplied l)y Enjilish stock jobbers, have given him a suprema- 
cy over the con;j;ress, which, in the latter times of bi."? presiden- 
cy, has been the slave of hi.^ \wll. I may ask, has any uiu of 
tlie distinguished patriots ever opposed the least hint, to bis 
known will ? These patriots, having nothing to oppose to the 
bayonets of Bolivar, have always the majority oi members 
against them. 

Bolivar has several times offered his resignation, bat never 
unless he knew beforehand, that no one would dare to appear 
in favor of accepting it. He has a great many enemies, bm 
the bayonets are all on his side. 
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In order to preserve his usurped power, he is careful to treat 
ail his guards well, and to attach their oflicrrs- to hirn by paying 
great attention to them, and making them large presents. He 
took his Colombian body-fijuard to Peru ; and when he left 
Peril, 111 182G, he brought back a body-guard along with lu.s 
Colombian troops, 1500 Peruvians, under the plausible pretext 
of having troops sufficient to march agamst the rebeb at Valeo- 
cia. 

HU being in power amply, attaches many to bim. A great 
source of hb influence is, his having the dbposal of all the^offl* 
ees of Colombia, in the civil and military departments, and 

those who flatter and please him best, get the best offices, with- 
out the least regard to their qunlifications. Hp a great dis- 
sembler, and possesses such easiness of niannf i s. tnat he charms 
those wliom he wishes to gain to his purpose, suUioni refusing 
their requests, and never meeting them with rebuke. The 
most common actions of men in power, under whatever 
name they may rule, are generally regarded as generous and 
extraordinaiy deeds. Far nobler deeds of private men pass 
unnoticed. This is the case with Bolivar. He spends 20 or 
100,000 doUars, without hesitation, when he can immediately 
have what sum he pleases. He knows well that so long as he 
reigis, he shall not want money. 

The great mass of the people are ignorant, bigoted, and rude, 
to a degree not easily conceived by one educated in nhnn?t 
any protcslant country, partioilarly in the North Aniericmi 
states. Hence it is, that Bolivar's speeches, proclamations, 
promises, conversations, are thought of so highly. These peo- 
ple ooce getting a notion into their beads, keep it fast. They 
think Bolivar a great man, and believe that his monstrous laults 
are in fact the faults of others, because he tells them so. Be- 
sides, he generally shows only the fair »de of any event what- 



ever.* 



Whenever he is about'to appear* on solemn occasions, before 

the public, he is careful to prepare his friends nnd creatures, 
by informing them what he intends to do, and how they are to 
act. He then goes, surrounded by a numerous body of offi- 
cers, all devoted to hun, and a lar^re nninher of troops, wiio re- 
main without, under arms. Surrounded by this force, he is 



*See his mrmoir Initificative publithed at Carthaecna in Sept. 1814 ; bis procla- 
nttioo before he entbvked for /aauuc», la May, 1819 } thai pubUibed after ihe e»* 
ccvtMNi of ceneral Pbr, in 1817, ice 
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always sure of the strongest party. This military show imposes 
upon ail, and so overawes liis boldest and most decided ene- 
mies, that they are forced to be silent, knowing ins vdin, viu- 
dictive aad treacherous character, and being sure that, if they 
opposed him, they should, sooner or later, become the viGtims 
of ms TengeBttce. A more striking proof of his vindictive spir- 
it need not surely be required, than his siege of Carthagena, 
carried on for the purpose of taking vengeance on Morillo, for 
an insult received two years before, and to aveuge Pineres' de- 
feat, (and his own) in his effort to be elected president of the 
government of that province.* What senator or leprcsentative 
could be rash enough to oppose him ? He could not be op- 
posed, with any chance ol success, but by some military chief- 
tain, who bliould have at command a force eijual, ai Itait, to his 
own. All the present chieftains are in favor of Bohvar, and all 
hold offices of a high grade, under him. The power and the 
wealth of the countiy are in the hands of those who are inter- 
ested deeply in supporting the power of Bolivar. 

It is by means of all these advantages united, that general 
Bolivar has preserved his power since 1813. His securi^ is 
now so great that he feels himself above dissembUng any 
long;cr. He has thrown off tlie mask, and acts the part, and 
speaks the laiiinKige of an independent and powerful sovereign. 
He W'ill preserve his power as long as tliose who surround him 
remain aiuched to him, probably as long as he livf s. His re- 
moval, whetlier it happened by his deaili or otherwise, would 
produce a civil war. 

All well informed men who are acquainted with di&rent 
manners and habits of thbkiog, and with the herteogeoeous 
characters of the provinces, and the chieftabs now composing 
this colossal mass, called a Republic ; will agree with me that 
it is impossible, so to unite these parts, that the body may eejoy 
that liberty whirli i'; necessary to the existence of a republic 
If, iherrforo, Bolivar should be suddenly removed, these ninbi- 
tious ( hieltains, each of whom has his parii/ans and admirers, 
would place tliemselves at the head of armed men, and march 
one against another. The hatred of which I have spoken in 
my introduction, which exists in a very high degree between 
the Caraguin and Grenadan government ; and the jealousy ex- 
isting among aU he chieftams, would soon overturn the state. 
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Colombin would bo ihe theatre of a desperate and bloody war. 
Tiic birungest would i ci^u just when and :>u iuug us he contin- 
ued to be so. 

I speak freehr of the characters of the prmcipa) chieftains in 
Cokmbia ; and I have a right fo do so, for I loiow them welL 

My acquaintance with them has been sufficient to give me a 
knowledge of the degree to which their minds have been culti> 
vated and enlightened, as well as of their distinctive characters, 
«nd thfir actual worth. It nhsiird to e-ifppose that a people 
kept in ignorance, slavery, bigotry and superstition, for three 
centuries, can he raised at once to tlie degree of lit^ht, knowl- 
edge and viriiit?, possessed (for example) by tlie people oi the 
United States, who, perhaps are the only people ripe for the 
blessings r>f true libertv, which is groundeid upon wise laws, and 
supported by a liberal and ▼irtuous population. Tune alone^ 
and that well improved, hj giving the Cobmbians good schools, 
and afibrding them good exampleSf and a fre^ent intercourse 
with enlightened strangers, can by degrees mtroducc among 
\hem the elrments of knowlede:^^, and raise them to that high 
state oi mind whirh is caj)able ol appreciating freedom. 

ho, in Colombia, is able to give wise laws? Who is able 
to inalve tlie people see their use, or to persuade or compel 
them to obey such laws ? Who can be found there to support 
such laws in opposttion to his own individual interest } Bolip 
▼ar^s example, had he been capable of setting it, would have 
gone a great way toward producing the happiest results. But 
unfortunately for Culunibia, and indeed for all the other Span* 
ish republics, Bolivar has neither virtue, firmness nor talent to 
raise himself above his own sphere of mediocrity, pas'^inn. atn- 
bition and vanity. He is far from hein2; conijunent to lay a 
foundation for good laws, scliools, useful instiluiions and a floui^ 
ishins; commerce. Had he been fit for these things, he would 
lon^ since have invited and protected strangers and encouraged 
agnculture, m a country where soil and climate combine to 
lighten the labour of man, and to multiply the comforts of life. 
He would have encouraged commerce, instead of depressing 
it. He would have made it the interest of the clergy to inspire 
the people, who are devoted to them, with tlie princinles of a 
just education, of morality, union, and patriotism. He would 
have insisted upon \hf frcrdom of religious opinion^ and have 
protected the people in tiie use of all the means n»TP<isary for 
the enjoyment of it. He would have consulted men of expe- 
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rience and vii lue ; and surrounded him:3cli wiiii meu of talents 
and probity. 

But what has this man done during tlie last four jrears, that 
is, since 1824, when Colombia was cleared of the last Spanish 
soldier! Instead of remaining in his native countnr and em- 
ploying all the means in his power to establish a soud govern- 
ment, we see him, even as early as 1S22, seeking a new field 
for his ambition, a new scene of what lie deems glo^}^ He 
goes to the South, overruns a new country, destroys the con- 
gress in Peru, and places himself there, at the head of a des- 
potic military government, and there renews the dictntonai vil- 
ianies of 1813 and 14 in Venezuela. By force oi arms he 
detaclies a portion of Peru, calls it tlie republic of Bohvia, giv- 
ing it a mooarcbical constitution, of which he is the president 
and protector. When he saw that his protectorship was going 
the wrong way, he thought of no remedy, but a timely retreat; 
the same he had always been accustomed to resort to. 

He reured to Guayaquil, whence, as 1 have been well in^ 
formed, he secretly sent out emissaries to Valencia, Caracas, 
Porto Cnbello nnd Carthagena, Paez having openly raised 
the standard of revolt against the existing coustitutionni form 
of government, Bolivar adroitly seized this pretext, nnmn! lum- 
self dictator, annulled all congressional forms, and took all the 
powers to himself ; and passing over to Valencia, held secret 
conferences with Paez, and his old and intimate fdead^ Dt* 
Miguel Pena, and not only left Paes unpunished, hut confirm-* 
ed him m his post. 

Bolivar ia suddenly struck with conviction of the necessity of 
a reform and a change in the constitution of Colombia ! Thel 
fiational convention assembles at Ocana, During their session, 
Bolivnr, sonic leagues off, with an anxious and jealous eye, sur- 
VL ) s ir operations. The result is too well known. The 
convention expires, and Bolivar, become its heir, is compen- 
sated for all his restless nischts and his sorrow ; ami sits vyxni 
his throue, with the title oi ISupreiue Chief, PrebideuL Ltibera- 
torr* 

Such is the political nfeof thecunmng Simon Bolivar. Hts 
favorite rule is, to do every thing by himself; and he has act- 
ed upon it, overturning or transforming every thing. At the 
head of the twelve departmeDts» he placed, under the name of 
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imendanis, military chieftains, the greatest part of whom were 
totallv unacquainted with any kind of administration whatever, 
lie maiiti Soubleite intendaiit of Caracas; Mariuo, of Maturin, 
and so on. He has destroyed the little commerce of the coun* 
try by heavy imports, by his famous decree on patents, by bis 
not admittbg of the Colombian wthi In the public treasury, 
by imposing arbitrary taxes upon merchants, hj incarcerating 
foreigners, which he did at Laguaira and Caracas in the be- 
gioniog of 1816, and refusing to hear their just representations. 
Agriculture and national industry have been destroyed by his 
campaiGTiis in Peru, and by the numerous levies, recently made, 
by way of proj)aration against n n^w attack of the Spamsh, ex- 
pected from Cuba, against Coloinl ia. 

The finances are so ruined ih u lioiivar knows not how, any 
longer, to pay the interest of the English loan, and keep the 
national credit even up to its present sunken state. Thus has 
Bolivar destroyed the welfare of Colombia, and ruined Peru» 
and should he appear elsewhere, his ij j caraiice would produce 
the same result. 

But the worst of Bolivar's acts is the last, where he has impu> 
deotly thrown off his flimsy mask, and declared that "bayo- 
nets are tlie best, the only rulers of nations." This pernicious 
eTcamplc, it is to be fearrd will be followed by other clueltains9 
in the new Spanish Republics. 
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NO. I. 

FUNDAIISMTAL LAW OF THE BBPimUC OP COLOMBIA. 

The sovereign Congress of Venezuela, whose authority has 
been voluntarily rpcocrnized by the pcopk* of New Grenada, lib* 
erated by the arm^ of thp republic, considerintr. 

1. That the provinces oi Venezuela and New (irenada, united 
in a single republic, possess all the requisites for attaining the 
faiglieflt degree of power and prosperity : 

% That if formed into distinct republics, and even untied bj 
the closest ties, far from profiting by their great advantages, they 
could, with difficulty, give stability to, and command respect for 
their sovereignty : 

3. That these truths, being deeply impressed upon the minds 
of all men of superior talents, and sonnd patriotism, have deter* 
mined the governments of the two republics, to agree upon their 
union, hitherto obstructed by the vicissitudes of war. 

Wherefore, r\ctnnted by necessity and mutual intero<=t, nnd con- 
formincr to the report of a special committee of deputies Irom New 
Grenada and Venezuela, 

In the name, and under the protection of the Almighty, they 
have decreed, and do hereby decree, the following Fkndameniai 
ttoip of the republic of Colombia : 

Art. 1. The republics of Venezuela and New Grenada are 
henceforth united in one, under the glorious title of the Republic 
of Colombia. 

3. Its territory shall comprehend the former captain-generalship 
of Venezuela, and the viceroy alty of New Grenada, comprehend- 
ing an extent of a hundred and fifteen thousand square leagues, 

the precise limits whereof shall be fixofl horcaftcr. 

3. The debts contracted separately by the two republics, are 
hereby con soil dated as a ntatonal debt of Coiombia^ lor the pay- 
ment of 'which all the property of the state is pledged, and the 
most producttre branches of the public levenue shall be appropri> 
aled. 
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4. The Executive power of the Repablie shall be vested in a 
President; and, in the case of vacancy, in the Vice -President, 

both to bo provisionally appointed by tlie present Congress. 

5. The Republic of Coloniiiia shall he (pro tern.) divided into 
the three great departments of Venezuela, Quito, and Cundina- 
tnarca, coinprii>ing the provinces of New Grenada, which de- 
nomination is henceforth aliolished ; and their capitals shall be the 
cities of Caracas^ Quito, and Bogota, the adjunct, Santa Fe, be- 
ing annulled. 

6. Kach department shall hare a superior administration, with 
a chief, to be appointed for the present by the Congress, and en- 
titled a Vice President. 

7. A new city, to be called Bolivar, in honor of the assertor of 
the public liberty, shall be ihe capital of the Republic of Colombia. 
The place and situation to be fixed on by the first general Con* 
grcsf, upon the princi[ile of adapting it to the cxiijjeMcit's of the 
departntcnts, and to the future grandeur to which nature ha£ des* 
tined this opulent country. 

8. The General Congress of Colombia sliull assemble, on the 
first day of January, 1821, in the town of Rosario de Cucuti, 
which, from various r ircumstances, is considered the most eligi- 
ble situation. It shall be convened by the President of the Re- 
public, on the first day of January, 1821, who s!tnll communicate 
such reaulations coiicerning elections, as may be lound by a spe- 
cial committee, and approved by the prcscDt Congress. 

9. The constitution of the republic of Colombia shall be finned 
by the general congress ; to which shall be submitted, in the Ibnn 
of a plan, the constitution decreed by the present coogfess, which, 
tnL^rUier witli the laws enacted by that body, shall be provisional- 
ly carrifMl into execution. 

10. Tlie arms and Hag of Colombia shall be determined on by 
the general congress, and in the mean time those of Venezuela 
being most known, shall continue to be used. 

11. The present congress shall adjourn on the 15th Janoary 
1820, after which the new elections to the general congress of 
Colombia shall be made. 

12. A committee of six members and a president shall replace 
the congress, whose particular power and duties shall be regula- 
ted by a decree. 

13. The republic of Colombia shall be solemnly proclaimed 
throughout the towns and armies, accompanied by public festivals 
and rejoicings, nin! t)M>; ceremony sha!] take place in the capital 
on the 2;>th of the pn sc at month, in commemoration of the birth 
of the Saviour of ttie world, through whose especial favor this 
wished for union, regenerating the state, has been obtained. 

14. The anniversary of this political regenwation shall be per* 
petnally celebrated with the solenmities <? a national festival, at 
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to citizens distincuishrd by tlu'ir virtues and tliejr talents. The 
present fundamental 1 w of the Republic of Colombia shall 
be solemnly promulgated throughout the towns and armies ; in- 
scribed on all the public records and deposited in Bil the ar- 
chives of societies, municipalities, and corporations, both clerical 
and secular. 

Given at the Palace of the Sovereijin Corifrreeg of Vene^ueln, 
in the city of St. Thomas de Ango.stura, on the i7tb day of 1 De- 
cember, in the year of our Lord 1619, and ninth of independence. 

Fbancisco Antonio Zea, President nf the Congress; Juan 
Germar Rosico, Antonio M. Briceno, Ignacio Munas Manud 
Sedeno, Euj^ebio Afanador, OnofVe Razal, Juan Martinez, Ft an* 
Cisco f'nnde, Dominpo Arziira, .Tn«e Espana, Diego Bnutista l'r« 
baneja, Jose Thomas Mut bado, Luis Thomas Poraza. .luan \ in- 
cente Cardoso, Ramon Garcia Cadiz. Viego Ve I V///< wi7/a, Dep- 
uty and Secetary. 



NO. II. 

FrNDAMENTAL LAW OV THE UNION OF THE PEOPLE OF COLOMBIA. 

We the Repreprntativrs of the People of New Grenada aiAl 
Venezuela, in fjeiieral Congress assrniblod, 

Having carelully considered the luudanienlal law of the Re- 
public of Colombia, passed by the Congress of Venezuela at the 
citj of St. Thomas de Angostura, on the J 7th day of December 
A. D. 1819, are r)f opinion, 

1. That united in one Republic, the provinces of Venezuela 
and New Grenada. poc«5p«s nl! the means and faculties necessary 
to place tbeni in the most elevat.Ml state of power and prosperity. 

2. That constituted into sepuratu Republics, however ciu&ely 
bound hf the ties of union, they would find it difficult to give sta- 
bility to their sovereignty, or inspire respect for it. 

3. That deeply penetrated by these advantajics, all men of su- 
perior intelligence, and dislIiii,Miished patriotism, have declared, 
that the governments of tlu two Republics should form au union, 
which the vicissitudes of war have hitherto prevented. 

4. Finally, that the same considerations of reciprocal inter* 
course, and a necessity most manifcsl, had made it obligalory on 
the congress of Vc nezuela, to anticipate this mea^irc, which has 
been approved in the most authoritative manner by the unanim- 
ous votes of the peoj^le f»rbf)th countries. 

In the name, and uiicier tlu; auspices of the Supreme Being, 
they have decreed, and do boldly decree, the solemn ratification 
6f the Fmidamtntal Law of ike Republic of Cdombia, vinich has 
been before mentioned, in the following manner : 
45 
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Art 1. The people of New Grenada and Veneieula, being uni> 

tea in on*? natiooal bodv, fcjiiiided on a compact, which dcter- 
tniiie^ that the goferomeut b oow, and erer «tiall be, ^^tUur and 
reyreMiitattce. 

'2. Tbb new nation shall be known and denominated, bj tlie 
title of the JUpmbHe of C^ohmHa. 

3. The Colomtian nation is, and shall Ibferer be, irrevocablj 
free and independent of the Spanish monarchy, and of every oth- 
er foreign power or domination ; Dor sbaU it eter be the |»atruzM>- 
Dy of any fanuly or person. 

o. The bupreme uatiooal power shall always be separately 
esmifled, aiul dhided into legidative, executive and juridi- 
cal 

6. The territory of the Repablic of Colombia shall compre- 
hend all that was wiilfin the ancient captarn-gereralship of Ven- 
ezuela, and thf viceroyalty of New Grenada; but reserving tort 
more euiiabic time their precise demarcation. 

6. For the more advantageona administration of the Repnblie, 
ita territory shall, for the present, be divided into six or more de- 
partmeQ;s, each bearing a particular name, with a subordinate 
administration, dependent on the national government. 

7. The present congress of Colr^mhia j-hall form the Constitu- 
tion of the republic, in conrormiiy vviih the sentiments here ex- 
prebised, upon those liberal principles which have been consecT^ 
ted by the wise practice of other free nations. 

8. They recognise in amsoKdm at the national debt of Cbtoa- 
Ina, all the debts which the two people have separately contracted, 
and for which they make responsible all the property of the re- 
public. 

9. The congress shall, in the mode that may be found conven- 
ient, appropriate the roost productive branches of the public rev- 
enue, the taxes, and a special sinking fund created^ for the 
purpose, for the redemption of the principal, and paying the in- 
terest of the pul'lic deht 

10. In more favorable circumstances, there shall be erected a 
new city, witli the name of the Liberator, BQlivur^ which shall 
be the capital of the republic of Colombia. The plan and scite 
shall be determined by congress, founded on the principle of sc* 
commodation to the convenience of the different parts of this vast 
territory, and the grandeur to which this territory is destined by 
nature. 

11. Meanwiuic, until congress shall establish the disfine* 
tive insignia, and the flag of Colombia, the actual flags of New 
Grenada and Venezuela shall be continued in use. 

I'i. The ratification of the establii^hment of the Colombian 
Republic, and the publication of the Constitution shall be cele- 
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brated in the towns and in the anniet, with festivity and pablic 
rejoicings, making known in all places, the aolemnitjr of the day 

on which the Coiistittition is promulgated. 

I'l. There shall he, perpetually, a national f-^stival, for three 
days in each year, upon which shall be celebrated the Anniuer" 
sari/ : 

1, Of the matuipaiion and indeftndmu of the people of Co> 
looibia : 

2, The union in one tepubiic, end the tstablidmaU of the oon- 

stitulion : 

3, To the great triumphs and splendid vicltries by which we 
have conquered our enemies, and secured these blessings. 

Art. 14. The national festival shall be celebrated every year 
on the ^th» 36th and 27th of December, consecrating each day 
to the special remembrance of one of those tlircc glorious causes, 
and in particular, to that of the viXuei, the itUeiUgenu and the 
sermrp? rfnrlf^rofl tr> th«? country. 

T^ie presfiiu tundainental law of the union of the people of Co* 
lonibia, shall be solemnly promulgated in the towns, and iti the 
armies ; inscribed on the public registers and deposited in all the 
archives of the cabildos and c trporations, civil and ecclesiastical, 
and shall be comoionicated to the supreme execoUtre power by a 
special deputation. 

Done in the place of the general Contrress of Colombia, in the 
town of Rosirio de Cucuta, the l'2th of July, A. D. IS20, twelfth 
year of independence. 

JoeB loMACio Mavqubs, Presidenit 
Antonio M. Bmcbno, Vice PresidaU. 

Felix Restrepo, Manuel M. Gaijano, Pedro F. Carbajal, Jose 
Cornelius Vallaria, Casimiro Calvo, Miguel Ibaoez, Francisco de 
Orbe^o:^o, Carlos Alvarez, Diego F. Gomez, Lorenzo St. Aoder, 
Juan B. Elsievcs, Jose Anionio Yanes, Andreas Rojas, B«rnar- 
dino Tovar, Jose Antonio Paredes, (labriel Briceno, L')ui9 Igna* 
cio Mendoza, Toaguin Plata, Jose Prauencia Lanz, Jose Manuel 
Restrepo, Francisco Jose Olero, Miguel Tobar, Jose J. Borrero, 
Salvador Gamieho, Jose A. Mendoxa, Vincente Azuero, Nic Bal* 
len de Guzman, Sinforoso Matis, Domingo B. Briceno, Jose Fe- 
lix Blanco, Ildefonso Mend^z Vincente Borrero, Mariano Esco- 
bar, Dir j ) n rjfhaneja, Franc i-^ro Coade, Jose M. Hmestrosa, 
Arbeiion Url>ina, Jose Ignacio Baibuena, Jose Gabriel de Alcala, 
Francisco Gomez, Miguel Pena, Fernando Penalver, Ramon Ig« 
naeio Mendex, Toaquin F. Soto, Pacifieo Taime, Juan Ronderos, 
Mmuel Reuiles, Policarpo Uricoichea, Alexandre Oflorio« Pedro 
Gual Miguel de Zarraga. 

The Deputy and Spcretary, Mi-ruel Santamaria, 

The Deputy and SecreUry, Francisco Soto. 



356 



APPENDIX. 



This instrument was further signed by the ministers of the in- 
terior, and the Vice President, H. Ander, and so promulged — the 
constiiutioii being formed in conformity thereto. 



NO. UI. 

The territory of the Republic of Colombia, is divided by the 
last law of Bogota, June S3, 1824, in 12 departments, 49 pro? in- 
608, and 218 oantons, which division is maintained untU the 
present day, namely : 
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NO. IV- 

Detrei to tmite, in the dcpartmmts and provinces, the military 
command with the civil authority, Sfe, in one and the same 
person, 

Simon Bolivak, &/C. 

As it is highly requisite, tor the solidity and the honor of the 
Republic, to avoid expon-'p* in tho presiMit - f itc in which the 
public revenues sutiice not to cover the piihli( expenses ol'tlu; ad- 
tnialstratiou, aud wishing to ead, or put a^iop to dispute!} which 
embarrass the public aervice, and the good administration in the 
departments, and both aims being attainable, by assigning the 
military command to the individual entrusted with the civil au- 
thority in the dopantn -lits nnd provinces, and in virtue of the ex- 
traordinary power graiiiud to tlie executive of the Republic by 
the decree of th«» 'lid inst. ; I have decreed the foliovviag : 

Art. 1. Tiie iiiilil.iry coniiniii'l sh.ill he united to the civil an- ' 
tbority lu all thu deparliiieiit:* and provinces, in wliich the gov- 
ernment judges it to be convenient. 

Art. 2. If the jrovernmont should not have named the person 
who should have the civil authority in the departments and prov- 
inces, in which case the laws name the receivers of the depart- 
ments, and the political chief:? {in frs j^oliticos) in the capitals, na 
authorised to take the military coinuiaud ; if they should not ex* 
ist, then the citril authorities shall be conferred on the judges, or 
in their absence, on the pditical chiefs of the capital, d&e. 

NO. V. 

Decru by which Simon BoKoar asnmud the dictatoriai power, 

Simon Bolivar, Libertador, President de Colombia, d&c. Ten- 

jendo in consideracion : 

1. El esladode agitacion en que actuaimente se evruentra la Re- 
publica deapuesdc lossucesos de Venezuela, dividida en opiniones 
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aobre el regimen politico y alarmada con el lemor de una goent 
civil, 7 de una inraaton exterior de parte de los enemigoe com- 
unes; 

2. Quo positivamento hay datoa fundados para temer que el 
gohioriio e!§panol intente renovar las hostilidades con las fuerzas 
que reuiie en la isia de Cuha. 

8. Qne la mayor parte de los departamentos ha manifestado ra 
opinion, deque el Fresidente de la Repnblica se revitta decuaotas 
Ikcultaded extraordinarias sean indis|>ensable8 para restablecer la 
in te^ri d ad nacional y sal vara Colombia de la guerra civil y de U 
guerra exterior. 

4. Q,ue yd el poder executivo ha declarado en el caso del arti- 
eulo ]5S8de la constitucion, y, en consecnencia ha.convocado 
oportonamente el Congrero ; y deacando par una parte oorrespon- 
der a la confianza de los pueblos, y por otra conserrar la constitu- 
cion nrtun!, hn^ta tanto que la nacion por los medios Irrritimosy 
coinpctcntcs provea a su reforma, oido el consejo de gobierao; 
venido en dccretar y decreto. 

Art. 1. Desde en adelante, estoy como presidente de la reptib- 
lica, ea el caso del articulo 2S dc la constitucion y en el cjercicio 
de todas las ftcultadea extraordinarias que de el emanan, tanto 
para restablecer la tranquilidad interior como paia aaegorar la re- 

publica contra la anarquia y la guerra exterior. 

Art. 2. En rai ausencia de esta capital, ol vice pro«idpnte de ja 
republica. como que queda eacargado del [lo lcr < |»'cativu, ejerce- 
radiciia^ tacukades extraordinarias, en tudu el Urnluriu cu que yo 
no las pudiere ejereer immedialamente. 

Art. 2. Fuera de los obietos, y caaoa que se determinaran paia 
el ejercicio de las expresadaa fa^ultades extraordinarias, la cooati* 
tncion y las leyes to id ran su debi(fo cumplimiento. 

Art. 4. So dara cucnta ai Congreso proximo de lodo lo que se 
ejecutare en virtud del presente decreto segun lo dispone el mea- 
cionado articulo 128 de la constitucion. 

£1 aecretario de Estado del deapacho del interior queda encar- 
gadode comunicarloy de velar en su ejecucion. 

Dado y firmado de mi mano y rcfretidado por el secretario de 
estado del de!;paclio del interior en Bogota a $23 de Noviembre de 
1826. ^'t Iff on Bolivar. 

El seereUujo dc estadu del despacbo del interior, Jose M. Res^ 
trepo. 

NO. YI. ' I 

SiMOK BOLITABy tLC* 

No baatando las rentas de proptoa de loa diferentes cantonesde 
la KepaUiea para los gaakw ordinarioa, y m$ amvimendc por 
mlwragraoar a bt fmebht coo numt impoeidonea monicipales 
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que exeitan qvejas par todas partes, rn iiso de las facultadcs cx- 
iraordiiiarias que rebideu el GobiernOj he veiiuio eii decretar 
lo que sigue : 

Art. 1. Queda suspeoso el estableeimiento de jueces letrados 
de primera iiiatancia en todos los cantODea de la Kepubliea y lea 

nombrados por el Poder Ejecutivo cesaran en sus fiinciones. 

2. Los Alcaldes municipal's continuaran con arr< glo a la ley 
adininistrando la justicia civil y criminal en pniucra liistaucia, lo 
miamo que lo hacian antea de qae hobiera juecea letrados, y cpn- 
forme a lo prevenido en la ley de 11 de Mayo de 18SS5, para el cam 
de que no los hag a. 

3. Lns Alrahles municipaTe*? pnndrnn el cuayOT eui()nf]o rn nd- 
ministrar pronta, y cumplidanH ntf^ la justicia tanto civil conici crim- 
inal y en per&eguir los reos purd que se les iinponga el condigno 
casiigo, sobrc lo cual velara may cuidadosamente el Poder Eje- 
entWo para que ae lea castigue a los oiniao0 o negligentea. 

4. £1 preaente decreto ae cumplira ain embargo de cnalea qnie- 
ra disposiciones que sean contrarias. 

El sccrctario de estado del despacho drl intrrior r}npda cnrar- 
gado de la ejecucion de este decreto. Dado en liogota a ,21 de 
Noviembre de 1626. Simon Uolivar. El ^ecrelario de estado 
del deapaebo del interior. Joae M. Restrepo. 



NO. VII. 

Decree urging the execution &f the law ofVStd Majf, 1837, in fcnfor 

of tkejpubUe er^Ht, 

SlMOir BOUTAR, &c. 

Siendo uen deber aagrado en qae eata conatiiuida la R4!pab)ioa 
ea de aaegnrar el pago de lot intereaea de au denda para restablecer 
an eredilo y com ri hair tan proeperidad y engrandceimiento y 

teniendo en consideracion que nada puede contribuir tanto a la 
consecucion de estos fines saludables como el llenar a erecto la 
ley »ancionada en 2^ de Mayo de este ano, que ha mandaciu hacer 
una anticipacion a los fondos del credito nacional ; he venido en 
deeretar y decreto lo que sigue. 

1. La ley de 22 de Mayo de este ano sera exacta y rigidamente 
ejccutada en todos los departamentos de la Republica, de modo 
que las suma*-' mnndadas atiticipar esten entegraniente colectadas 
en todo el ines de Diciembre proximo, a mas tar<lar. 

2. Los iDtendentes y gobernadores cuidaran de evitar en bus 
respeciivoH diatritoa, todo fraude contra la ley, y toda parcialidad 
en las asiguaciones. 

3. Los encargados de su ejecucion en todas sus partes, sufriran 
en el caso de no llenar sus respcctivaa obligaoionea las penaa con* 
tenidas en decreto de esta fecha. 
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El secretario de estado del despacho do Hacienda queda cncar- 
gado do la ejccucioii de cste decreto. Dado en Bogota, capital de 
la Repul lica, a de Noviembre de 18*iO. Simon Bolivar. El 
secretario de estado del despacho de hacienda. Jose M. del Cas- 
tillo. 



NO. VIII. 

Decree to suppress the frauds committed against the public treasury. 
Simon Bolivar, &,c. 

Siendo como son ion comuncs y escandohsos los fraudes que se 
comcttn contra las rentas nacionales, y conviniendo refrenar una 
proponsion que tanto relaja la moral publica y di?minuye tan con- 
siderablementc los ingresos del tcsoro ; he venido en decretar y 
decreto lo que sigue. 

Art. 1. Todo dcfraudador de las rentas del Estado queda sujeto 
a la pena de j)erdimiento de las mercaderias, generos defectos en 
que haga o pretenda hacrr la dcfraudacion, y en la de presidio 
de seis hueta dioz anos con las costas del proceso. 

Art. 2. Son defraudadores en el sentido del articulo anterior : 

1st. Los que importaren, cxportjiren o internaren mercaderi- 
as, frutos y efectos extrangeros, eludiendo su presentacion en las 
adiiniias para no pagar los dereclios cstablecidos. 

"^d. Los que introdujeren por los pucrtos le la Republica mer- 
caderias, frutos o efectos de proliibida introducion. 

lid. Los que, contra la prohibicion de las leyes, pretendan ex- 
portar furtivamentc los metales prohibidos. 

4th. Los cultivadorcs, vcndcdores y conductores de tabacos 
contra las instruccioncs del ramo, o sia los requisitos que ellas pre- 
scriben. 

5(h. Los destiladores clandestinos, y sendedorcs por menor de 
aguardientes, sin las licencias que determina la ley. 

Art. 3. En la pena de perdimiento, se comprende el buque, car- 
ruage o caballerias, y la de los utensilios, vasijas y apara. Los en 
que se cometa el fraude. Los encubridores, fautores o receptadores 
del fraude estan sujetos a laa mi&mas ])enas. 

4. Los aprehensores de cualquiera clase, sean o no empleados, 
hacen suyo quanto aprebendan, deduciendose unicamenie la-s 
costas procesales, y los derechos de aduanas. Si fuere tabaco 1<> 
aprchend'do, lo tomara la renta al precio a que cueste en cada ad- 
ministracion, elcual .«:cra papado fiel e inmediatamentc al aprehen- 
8or. 

5. Los juicios pa la imposicion de estas penas, seran sumarios : 
c instruira los proce.sos el administrador, o colector del ramo, o el 
comandante, o uno de los ayudantes del rrsguardo ; y se redu- 
cira al acto de aprehension debidamente calificado con un numero 
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plural de testigos, debeuser examitiailos on un solo acto. 

Ar'. C. En virtud de estas, deliquencias que se pasaran imine- 
diataniciite al juez de hacifMida, proDimciara ebte la seutencia 
que cera ejecutada, y Hevada. a efeclo, 

Alt. 7. Todo descuido o coDnivencia de parte de los emplea- 
dos o del juez, sera Tiremisiblemente castigado con las penas qae 
perscribe el decreto de esta fee ha. 

El spcrotario de estado del drspaclio de hacl< rula queda eucar- 
gado (Ic la ejecucioii dc estc docreto. Dado ca Bogota, capital 
de la Republica a 2;i de Xovieinbre, de 1826. Simun Boliocw. 

£1 secretario de e£>tado del despacbo de bacienda^ Del 
Catiilh, 



NO. IX. 

Memoir of the Marquis of Torre TagU, late President of Peru,* 

The public man is not master of his action^ : he is oMiged to 
answer lor his proceedings, and give an Hccouat of his conduct. 
The country in which he has served, is deserving of ins coiibider- 
atioo, and of bia best wishes. Mine will always be directed to- 
wards the felicity of Peru. 

At the time wlien I received the supreme command of Peru, 
rriHf'd independent, many remarkable circumstances mok place, 
tur I lif»explanation of which it is painful to iny I'crlniL^s (•rdclicacy 
to tiad It indispensable to publish some contidentiai coiaaiunica- 
tions of general Bolivar, which never would have been divulged, 
had the attempt not been made through them to sully my honor. In 
such a case I am not constrained to ro:iintatn a reserve and deli- 
cacy which would dishonor myself, and which has not been oi»- 
.«ervpd towards me. T shall not detain myself in showing the 
strong interest I have felt in entloavorinij to prevent the misfor- 
tunes of Peru. I received lUe supreme military command in Cal- 
lao, in July, 18*23, and this was the greatest proof of my devotion 
to the felicity of the country. I considered it absolutely a sacri- 
fice, from the time general Bolivar ordered forces to occupy it, 
before they bad l ^ f n r#'<M!ir»Ml by Don Jose de La Riva Aguero, 
since, on the arrival i-t general Portacarrero at Guayaquil, 
transports were ready vvitii troops to be disembarked at Cailao, 
without consulting the wish of the Peruvians. From that time 
the extermination of the country was deereedp and it was my du- 
ty to omit no means to free her from slavery. I accepted on this 



• Thtj remarkable document will prove by facU, bow general Bolivar has acted 
in Pent. Hie author u generallv known u an bonect, vpni^t, and respectable nuui, 
when Boltvar and bit sAereDU We tried to pan m a Uwtor, mad an ageui of the 
holy allniiee. 

46 
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account, provisionaDy, the command, althouirh there were scarce- 
ly any rcsK>urces in the capital to niaiuiaiu fhe troops, or sustain 
the civil list, notwithstanding I attended tu every thing in the best 
manner possible. I was exceedingly dedrous that the congress, 
aelectiog a worthy citizen, would relieve me from the administrap 
tion, from which it had exonerated Don Jose de La Riva Ague- 
ro. But this body having been violently dissolved in Truxilio, I 
conceived it my duty to continue at my j>ost, in order to re estab- 
liah, at all hazards, the legislative as.scmt'ly. 

But how could thia be effected without Perufian forces, and 
only with auxiliaries, ^who would take nu part in internal dissen- 
sions? I was persuaded that it shoulti be done, and immadiale> 
ly effected it, without any other protection than that of my own cour- 
a2:c and that of my Iricnds. 1 re-established the congress, I saved 
several of the deputies, and I secretly gloried in actions which I 
conceived to he good, and at that lime moal useful to the country. 

Bolivar arrives at CaJlaotlie Ut September, and the torch of cir* 
il discord is immediately lighted ; every thing appears to him wrong, 
and be does not hesitate to declare to the committee of the con- 
gress, who wished to congratulate him, that '\grneral wuf radiral 
reform was ncressury;^^ that is to say, that he considered himself 
capable of dictating the law to tlie congress, lie did not deceive 
himself ; terror » disseminated, and this body onlj thought of 
discovering the will of Bolivar, in order to comply with it. He is 
invested with the supreme, military, civil and dictatorial com- 
mand, degradnig the autliority which the same congfrcss had con- 
ferred u|>on me and scatterinir the seeds of division between the 
executive power, and a for<;ign and absolute authority. Lar^e 
coiitribulious are decreed beyon<l the capacity and fortune of the 
inhabitants ; extensive loans are received, which are all employ- 
ed in procuring excellent clothing for tiie auxiliary troops, and 
supplying punctually their wants and their pay, these troops be- 
ing constantly attended to in preference to thn Peruvians. 

It would be dithcult to coiiceivo hov. much I had to suffer and 
dissemble, from the imperious and overbearing manner of BoU- 
vor, in carrying into effect all his ideas, without regard to the 
means ; and how much I was compelled to- tolerate, not only from 
liim, but colonels llercs and Pete?., the two springs which he coo- 
^t!lntIy moved to molest, at every moment, the 2'nvernment, studio 
oils to observe towards him the greatef^t obsequiousness. 

Notwithstanding I conceived myself oblig«^d to make these sac- 
rifices for Peru, in order to preserve a semblance of her proper 
authority, which might hereafter be opposed lo the dreadful meas- 
ures w hich were commencing against the natives of the country, 
and which every day would increase. 

Before Hoiivar uciit to the nortli'-ri! ••unst to ou ify those pro- 
vinces, he vcrl aliy char'H'ti me to l)f iiio^.i rjtforous towards all the 
party of Rivas Aguero, and to spare none of their liv es ; he ordered 
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that all this psrty sltoulU instatitly dibappear, to avoid the evils re- 
MlltlDg from delay. 

Don Jose dc La R. A. being taken with some others, in Tmx* 
illo, by colonel La Tuente, he imparted the event to the govern- 
ment, who transmitted it to th-r* ronrrress, without a.skinir any pun- 
ishment. Tlic coiitire?s, by their rejily and former decrees, placed 
me under the neces>Mty ot giving an order for the execution ol R. 
A. and some of his principal followers ; but I consoled myself 
, with the idea that tbej would have left Tnixillo before the order 
would have reached there. 

I communicated my sentiments to Bolivar on this subject, in 
a letter which I wrote him the 5th of December, and which b 
aniongfit the justificatory documents, No. 1. 

The resolutions on the I'ateol De La iliva Aguero, and the oth- 
er prisoners, emanated from eongress, and not from myself. I 
gave them^ sufficient opportunitiy to reverse the decreee, which 
the legislative body had passed on the 8th of Au trust, and T did 
not oppose the iilna of La Yuente, that they sliould lir I mished to 
Chili. Tho ccin^ress resolved to enforce the putiKshmenl of a 
crime whicii had been classified by the law, and it was not in my 
power to prevent it. 

On this occasion I shall merely state that the imputation cast 
upon the government of having sent an individual to Truxillo, 
for the purpose of |K»isoning R. A. is false. Wlialever this indi- 
vidtml said, or was comj'* lU d to say, is false, and no member of 
the government had anv siiare in it. The said nidividual was 
only known l)y Ins aclivity in introducing comniunit aiiuns, as he 
had done in Lima, when Callao was besieged by the Spanish ar- 
my. He was afterwards sent for to convey four letters to Truxil- 
lo, for the purpose of exciting an insurrection in that city, for 
which he received only fifty dollars drawn from the public treas- 
ury. 

Who could believe that for so small a hiini he could be induced 
to undertake such an enterprise as thisT who could Iielieve that 
(he government would for a moment suppose that an individual 
unknown to R. A. could obtain an easy introduction into his do- 

me5?tic service This vr-rv contemptible calumny did, notwith- 
standing, at the time, obtain general ri;rr( ncy. 

General Bolivar having been informed of tlic nnmediatc exe- 
cution he had commanded of the orders of congress against R. 
A. and the other principal persons taken with him, replied to the 
minister of war, who at that time also filled the department of 
state, on the liberal terms which appear from paper No. fi, dated 
Ca.xamarca, 14th of Dec. 1823. 

From this letter we will make the following o[)scrvations ; that 
general B. wished not only all the partizans of II. A. but all the 
Spaniards who should be found in the capital to be immediate* 
ly put to death. 
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Secondly, tliat he ordered tlie batlalion ot Varuas to march oot 
immediately to the nioimtains, and to be replaced lu Callao by that 
of the Rio de la Plaia. That body was id the mouDCaios where 
the negotiations commeuced with the Spaniards. General B. 
suggested the idea, but did not wish to appear publicly in it, per- 
haps in order to indiico the belief that the government was selling 
the country, and he buvt^d it by triumplirng over the Spaiiiards, 
without fulfilling any piomises towards them. But the govern- 
ment SL'stained its character of Justice, honor, and interest for Pent 
which might be expected. 

Til ler date of the 18th of January, genera] BoKrar wrote me 
the letter, number 3, by which he recommends to my notice most 
strenuously, a very important affair which he had conifminicritcd, 
under the same date, io colont'l Heres. It was tlu:< iliai was 
contained in the letter ol iiis then secretary, Espinar, number 4, 
the orignal of which was confided to me by the said colonel, in 
confidence, and which was returned to him after being copied. 

As soon as I was informed of all, the minister of war, colonel 
Heres, and myself endeavorrd to carry into pffoct the project of 
general Bolivar, as he did not wish to appear i)ublirly in it ; I 
wrote with iheir common consent, to the president of the congress, 
the note number o, which was replied to by a note of approbation, 
under the supposition that the government was acquainted ijrith 
the wish of Bolivar in this particular. TIk- ]< ttor which I wrote 
to Bolivar on the KJth January, refers to this circumstance, and 
is markrM? mnnbor (>, and that of colonel Iferr-; of the l/Sth of the 
same iiMMitli, number 7, is a farther corroboi ii i ui of all tiiat has 
been said, and shows my wish to agree with htm in this business, 
even in the most minute points. 

Under such circumstances, and charged with accelerating the 
said negociation, colonel Perez arrived at Lima from PativiJca, the 
secretary of [r<nerul Bolivar, who liad a conference with rnv-'^lf 
and the secretary of war, on the ITfh of January, according to the 
document number 8. lie then observed, if the Spaniards should 
not wish to treat on the preliminary convention of Buenos Ayrea, 
the said general proposed a particular one .with Peru ; and thus it 
was confiidentially resolved upon. In conseqncnce of all thi.'i. the 
respective persons were delegated under this date, and the official 
letter, number 9, written to ^^encral I.a Sorna, and instrurfions 
were jrivcn to tlie ministi r plenipotentiary, as appears from the 
papers number 10 and 11. 

The minister set off to Xanja at that time, and entered that 
town on the 36th of January. He learnt there from field-marshal 
Don Juan Antonio Monet, that on the following day, general So- 



* This corroborates perfectly what I bare stated in chapter vii, of these memoirs, 
of cold blooded butdrnj of more than ISOO Spaniardt and laleao is Lagnaim aad 
Ctecaa, aaMtttad bj Bolivar'a Older. Avvnoa. 
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riga, chief of the staff, would come from Ituancayo, from the com- 
mander-in-chief, to have an interview with said minister, and to 
receive the despatches, two of w hich were in fact delivered to him, 
lor the viceroy La Serna, number 9 and 12, accompanied by the 
official despatch and letter fer his Excellency general Canterac, 
nnmbers 13 and 14, the replies to which are numbers 15 and 16. 

The conference with general Soriga was altogether of a private 
nature, as he declared from the beginning, that La Serna alone 
could give a definitive answer. In this conference, as in all the 
others, the minister prnrecdod to establish negociations exclusive- 
ly on the basis of independence, and he there solicited, as bad 
been proposed by general Bolivar, in case of being refused an as- 
sent to the preliminary convention of Bnenos Ay res, a particakr 
treaty of anion and friendship^ might be concluded with Peru, on 
the fc^asis of independence. 

Having punctually jjiven an acconnt of all that Imd been doinjr 
to general Holivar, be wrote me ;i Inttfr of apprnbation, number 
17. By this letter, it appears tliai uii tiial I did on this subject 
was with bis knowledge and ooncnrrence i and all that the minis* 
ter proposed had been previously arranged without hia deviating 
in the slightest respect from his instructions. 

There was only one difference, general Bolivar was not desi- 
rous tlirit a ( oiiveniion should be formed with the Spaniards, even 
upon the basis ol" independence; lie wished to propose a thing 
that was not to be fulfilled, whilst I was always resolved to proceed 
with good faith, to comply exactly with my duty and to restore 
peace to Peru by the sincere union of Spaniards and Peruvians. 

Who would not esteem this conduct the most honorable and 
beneficial to the country 1 If the end of this war was to gain.in- 
deDcndeiice, it this could he obtained without the < tVusion of blood, 
and without aggcratiug the sacrifices of a deva&iatcd territory, 
why did general Bolivar wish to risk the object by the uncertain 
result of a l»attle T Why was the greatest part of the Peruvian arw 
my to perish, which should serve as the defenceof this soil? Why 
in case that tlie forces of Colombia should triumph, should this 
country rrmain at the mercy of Bolivar, for him exclusively to de- 
cidc on its fate and destiny ? AVhat honorable man, in my case, 
would have performed so rash and desperate a part? 

My desire was to terminate the war. The congress wished the 
same thing, manifested sufficiently in the order of the 14th of last 
January, number S. 

I am certain tlr^t my conduct in this particular could only ap- 
pear bad to (r«!neral Bolivar, and to bis ambitious satellites, but to 
no otfier people or iniiabi..aul of the world, ajefore God and man, 
my conscience tells me I have preceeded with rectitude, I owed 
much to the people for having reposed their confidence in me. I 
fulfilled my obligations on this account, by exertiny myself for 
their good and prosperity, at the expense of a thousand risks and 
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sacrifices. At some future period, my action? will be properly es- 
timated, and an impartial |M>sierity, not agitated by the passions of 
deluded, ungrateful and intriguing men, will do me justice. 

I was anxiously expecting a reply from His Elxcellency the viGe> 
loj, CD the negociations above mentioned, when the troops, whiefa 
garrisoned the castles of Callao, refused o])e(Iiencc to the inde- 
pendent atJthorities. Tliis liapponod tlirco days after the minis- 
ter of war had r<'UirruHl from Xauja to Lima; and the enemies of 
order, well satisfied that tlie goverurneut had no part in this rer. 
olution, endeavored to throw tlie suspicions on him. As I had do 
previous intimation of this charge, I confidently believed, and ma 
ny others helieved, that it was a political and military stratagem 
general Bolivar made use of, with the double object of overthrow* 
ing the government winch he couhl not decorously attack, and to 
beat the Spanish lorcc^ winch might advance to the assistance of 
the castles. 

Many circumstances concurred to give plausibility to this pre- 
sumption. Genera] Bolivar not only charged me expressly from 

Caxamarca, under date of the l*^th of last December, that the bat- 
tallion VarfTa?, should leave (.'allao to be replaced by that of Buenos 
Ayres, but in his Idler of the Tth of January of the same year, No. 

19, in whicli he nKMiiions his* having been informed of the msur> 
rection of the grenadiers of that body in Lima, he orders the bat- 
talion, Vargas to be ready to march, as was afterwards done, and 
that Callao should be defended by the troops of Peru and the Rio 
de La Plata. 

Colonel lleres. on tlie 9th of the same month, in his h tter, No. 

20, recounncuda to nie very particularly from Bolivar, ins orders 
contained in his official letter oftiie 14th December, from Caxa- 
marca, that is to say, the same orders with regard to the chuigt of 
liattallions ; and that all the royalists, all factious individuals, and 
the followers of Riva Aguera, should be shot— not only were tlie 
troops distributed accordiuT: to tlie directions of general Bolivar, 
but some days previotis lo the insurrcciion at Callao, general AI- 
varado was named by itiin governor of tiiat place. Colonel Val- 
divieso, who was really the governor, was removed, witlioiit cause, 
or any just motive. The same thing had ha{)pened a lew days 
previously at the request of t lie general-in-cbief of tbe army of the 
centre, Don Henriguez Martinez, to the commander of one of the 
orts, Don Francisco Cabero and Sifiientis. 

This extraordinary combination ot'.simtdtaneous changes, otlered 
presumptive evidence lo my suspicion ; and other things occurred 
to confirm it. Not being able to conceive that there was any ne- 
glect in the service of the castles, or in the administration ^f tbe 
corps, I was astonished, at not having received any information of 
it from the governor of the place, and that no commander or otB- 
cer had made any discovery on tfri^ sul)ject ; and finally, that the 
generals of the Andes were constantly encouraging expectations 
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of recovering the castles. AH this inducpfl t1io l»o!iof that the two 
fold object of the revolution was to dppo;^e the government, and 
to beat the Spaniards ; but principally &u, when ilie Colombian offi" 
cer, Ugarte, the aid to colonel Heres, in passing over to the Spaoc 
iardsjWiis found, with either a trae or forged passport from his col- 
onel. Such a casualty induced n suspicion that Ugarte was car- 
ryin'/ nver an insidious and detailed information, and that the 
Spanish forces were speedily coming to Callao. Ultimately it has 
become notorious, liiat the authors of the movements in Cnllao 
were only colonel Moyano, and lieutenant colonel Oliva, who had 
formed their plan without depending on any external assistance to 
realise the undertaking. Ai\er the loss of Callao, general fioli- 
»ar, tramplinsrupon my authority, commissioned general Martinez 
to execute the premature measures which are contained in the co- 
py No. 21, directed to the ministers at war, with the note, No. 22. 
As, according to received orders, Martinez was to cause the in- 
foatry to march instantly, the capital ' remaining unprotected and 
without the power of being garrisoned in a proper manner, I sum* 
moned a Junta of generals ; and after having read the said instruc- 
tions, I wa<' nf opinion the troops should not march, which was a- 
greed upon Uy tiie Junta. I thns saved the capital from tlie dread- 
ful catastrophe which it would havesuflfered from the revohiiions 
of general Bolivar — a service which is, perhaps, not properly ap- 
preciated, from its not being generally known. 

In the meantime Bolivar, sf [jaratinu; liimself entirely from the 
conduct of the government, which still suhsisled, and without any 
rei^ard to the congress, directed, under date of the 10th of Febru- 
ary, to general Martinez, the scandalous note, No. 2il, wiiich he 
sent to the government with the olhcial note, No. 24. The con- 
gress being consulted in all that had occurred, resdred upon what 
is contained in the order. No. 23. 

The fulHImeot of the determinations of Bolivar, was still sua- 
p*»nde(l, u lien general fJamarra appears, commissioned to carry 
into effect the orders given to Martinez. The le^n-^lative body 
was inlbrmcd of this circumstance, the only superior autiioriiy 
whom I would acknowledge, and they issued ah order of suspen- 
sion, which appears in the paper No. 36. There was no remedy ; 
the president of Colombia reiiuired that mandates should be obey- 
ed in Pern . and it was to be done. Invo'-ted no'^ with a dictorial 
character, without payuiir the least attention to the sanction of 
the representative authority, he names general Necor.hea, civil and 
military chief uf the capital, commanding him to fulhl his orders ; 
in virtue of which appointment, with the consent of the congress, 
I delivered up the command to Necochea on the 17th of Febraa- 
ry, after having received the note No. S7. 

I t!ni« terminated my career in the supreme govc-rnmerit n( Pe- 
ru, called independent, which I had maintained wiili so much re- 
pugnance, ^'iid With the object alone of freeing tlie country from 
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that he musi have set off for Chili ; for certainly lie would not have thoaght it 
prudent to wait there (Truxillo) the determiiiaiion of the congress. Anxwiuly 
do I vmh 10 know the mte of that man. 

No. 3.1 — Head Quarters of the Libcrtador Caxamarca, December 14, IcSS. To 
tft« minuier ofwar» As I arrived yt^rday witiiout my aeentury, he haTinc 
been taken i!l on the road, I addres r 1 ihvm !f lircctly to your ExcellcncT. 1 
last nisht received tiie communtcatious ui Ins Excellency to the 30th of* last 
month l>y which I haye leamt the dislodgenient of the expedition of AfiMt 
and tfie suspicion that was? entertained against the vice admiral of Peru.* 

As the brig Boyaca, with captain Coro, has arrived on the west of Huanchaco, 
with the object of sending aadfltance to the party of Riva A^pero, there ia net 
the least doubt that Ii |h s arc entertained of keeping that party ahve, whicli np^x-afg 
almost extinct. Coni^.-oucutly, Ihave dictated measures tor security the vct>ci«itt of 
Feru 4od Colomtna, wnicb mii^bt be attached by the partizans of Kiva A^uero, <v . 
by the Spani^li squadron, consisting of four f which I have been informed 

by the captain of the port of Callao, and by au original letter from his Excellency, 
the president of the Kepablte. The coramanieations of Yesterday have not fiulea 
to produce a very dsiagreeable impression upon me ; they show me that obsta- 
cles are multiplying on every side to the liberty of Peru. The expedition of 
Chili ia dispersed, and even rutumed to its country. Santa Cruz and this pai^ 
lisana entertain very sinister idea^ ; Guise the same. The ftetimiB of Lima arc 
mailing great progress in Canta and Huarochiri. The esqiedition of Uerrera, 
•nfllciently manifests the royalist party that predominates in Lima, in the moat 
extraordinary iti inner. 

FinoUv, tiie combination of yesterday's news is terriblei and scarcely Icavea 
me any hopes of a fiivorable resuk to be wTMrted from miafitrtnne, even ny fcroe ; 
every thing threatens ruin in this country. Whilst I advance towards the North, 
the tjoutb falls into confusion ) and wlien I return to the S:!k>uth, 1 am certain 
this part of the North, will inevitably be thrown in the utmost disorder, beceose 
Peru has hecome the cauip of Argamant, where uo one is understood. Whatevrr 
direction I take, I meet with opposition. Who would have conceived that the 
party ofRiva Aguero, shonld be able to recruit accomplices by the attraction of 
an inHunous piece of treai^on ? Yet huch is the situation of things. It is viy ifj-in- 
ion, that if the government doe* not establish terrible measures against the royal- 
ittSf and against factiouB mdwiduah ; that Peru unU be the mctim cf 4it ems 
elemt ney. The orders of the government upon Riva Agucnt, and his accompli- 
ces, are very just and very mucMo the point, and ought to be rigorously compUed 
with; besides, /am of opimon thai the tame orders should be eaetended to Oie 
other accomplices qf Lima, and others of Rica Aguero's party, or that of the 
Spaniards. The government should demand from the congees* terrible Uuc* 
araSmt conspirators, of iffkatever party they may be ; and the gwrmmtnt 
should cause these laws to be executed with inexorable rigor. Peru is under- 
mined by her enemies, and only a countermine can save her. I do not ve ntuse 
to dictate measures which 1 judge salutary, because I am not a Peruvian ; and 
every thing I do is attributed to Colombia and sinister views. Let the relation 
of Uerera speak for itself, winch declares that the contributions create enemietfto 
Colombia, as if the contributions were for the use of Colombia alone, and did not 
belong to the expenses of Peru and its authorities. Before now I have repeated 
that Iwished that the government of Pern would incur the odium whicu will 
ftll on me for these strong measures, and that 1 would do the rest. In proof of 
which, 1 have taken charge of this civil war, which certainly has been attended 
with i^ ahare of odium and caiiminy ; but it was my du^ to take cliaige of it. 



•The government of I'eni aiwnys entertained the best opinion of the vice admiraJ. 
He was not accused of any vhiog in ilie < ommunicatiou to general Bolivar. It Was only 
slated to him thai a seijeaaUmj|)or, wbo bud come from the Chili ex|)editi,ni m An< 
Lima, had reported thttt Ae vi««>«dniiral bad burnt the provisions ai thai place, aud 
wns onhia way to Hnandiaco, mih geiinat Santa Cms. 
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in €rder to tbit eoontry. Thank* to God ! it has had a speedy r^dt ; but 

there will certainly be a reaction, if stron:: rnu^rir, art- not apjilicd to the gnngt- 
rene that this domeatie war has To tUatn/y the hoattie and Jactiout gueru- 
loa, ike baHalum P'orgoB MonM wmediaidy manhjirom CaUtu, tewof^ Ce»» 
frr. tn J,f rfj-.lnmfhy the battalion of Rio ae La Plata, or Chili, or by hothyfwr 
the better Reservation of the ea sties. Let colonel Cordero take the coounand 
of the menllaa of Sierra, against Xauja and Pkaoo, and let eveiy aiaiatanca be 
givrn Fiini Tor tlio hubsistpnce and movement of hia troopa, or amfila otdam to 
muplf wherever he may be. 

In thia way the parties of Maneebo, BinaTiIca, Carreuo, uid Vidal, will be de< 
stoyed, and thv. opponents of Villar will be silence J, who on arrount of the hatred 
which is borne to him, in the country, have been found by Rinavilca, the oppo- 
nenta of legitimate ^Temment. I always thoof ht Maneebo and Villar were bad 
men, and prejudicial to llie country'. If colonel Cordero does not find sub- 
sistenea fi>r aia battalion, let him scour the country to Caxatamba, and leave the 
Ibrce neeewary to maintain order. From Huarochiri, some troops of the line 

from Chili, .^.hould proceed with the satne object, which would als<j prevent tho 
destruction of the i/hiUan in the clinuite of the coast. It is incredible how neces* 
aary it ia to throw all our army amongst the mountaini, to atxustom them to 
march, and to the climate of the country, which i« to be the scene of war. On 
the saoae account I ardently desire that alt troops of Chili, which may arrive on 
the coast of Peru, should move towards the mountains in any way and in any di- 
rection. Afterwards they can be reunited and organised in the moM convenient 
and best way possible- By this operation tho salvation of the Chilian troops will 
be obtained, and an expense savoa tne guvernment which it is not able to sostoiii 
on account of its prosent state of penury. As to Messrs. Santa Cruz and Guise, 
the government will take such measures as will be dictatated by their wisdom-^ 
for my part, I shall soon be in Truzillo, from which place I can communifiate to 
the government whatever occurs to me upon these and other subiccts of much 
importance. Before terminating tliis official letter, I must add, Jiat the coipa 
comoiaaded by llaboa have now acknowledged the legitimate government, who 
were the most obstinate; they are in this city in a most lamentable state, on account 
of their small force and misei iM> condition. But I jshal! at^mpt to improve it 
as far as lies in my power Withiu six days I shall be in Troxiilo, and then I 
shall dictate measures to ragolato ayarjr thing accotdtn^ tv the views of the con- 
gress, and iho gorcrnmpnt. The promotion of gencrsS 1 4 Fuente has appeared 
to me Just and proper on account of his good couductiu SQch etitical circumstan* 
cat. Hay God preserya your EzeaUency. (Signed) Botrran. 

No. 3.]— Pativilca, January llth, 1824. My dear President— At last I am 
convalescent from my indisposition, which appears terminated, and has oidy left 
me a little debilitated. I cannot exactly nientK>a the day when 1 shall sat off for 
the capital, but it will be «joii as 1 m\ a little 8tron|^r. Colonel Heres will 
neaktoyou about a very important affair, v hich T romnuinicate toliim, under this 
date. I think It is of the greatest ini]>ort»nce. and recommend it to you most earn- 
estly. I charge you with secrecy and piumpiitude in the executfatn of It I an 
your affectionate friend and servant, BonyA*. 

To His Eseeilency Don Jose Beraudo Tagle. 

No. 4.]— PATivrLCA, January Hth, 1824. To Colonel Heres. My esti- 
mable Colonel— On account of the arrival at Lima of Mr. Alzaga, and the pressing 
requests which have b«eu made to the (iOi crnment to commence negociatidns oo 
the oonyention, celebrated iMtwcen the commissioners of his Catholic Majesty and 
tbf. .rovernment of Bneno^ ^yres. His Excellency, the Liberator, thinks that an 
arrnisiice cau take place between general La Scrna and the government of Peru, 
which, lasting six months or more, shall protect us from being invaded by the 
Spanish army, which, at pre^seut, has a great numerical preponderance over that 
of Colombia. In effect. His Excellency desires that the convention of Buenos 
Ayres should be ranfied with the Spamards of Cuxco before it is ratified by our 
side, hrrause it will be the nipan'< of obtaining more fa\'orable terms; when, on 
the contrary, if M^e rauly it before La Serna, he being t»ure of our assent, would 
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increase his pretemions excessively, and all the disadvantages would fall upoout. 
The Libertador is of opinion, that the governn>ent, iu accordance w ith the con- 
gress, sliould send a tlaj; of truce toCuzco, or wherever La Serna may be, inviting 
this general to enter upon a conference, the basis of which shall be the said ar- 
mistice. This being agreed to by La Serna, he w ill send coniuiissioners to Xauja, 
fully autliorised to treat with us upon tlie armistice, a rule of demarcation, and other 
particulars, which his excellency proposes. His excellency desires that the lan- 
guage which the government makes use of, may be in these, or other fiimilar terms, 
indicating frankness of principle, liberality of ideas, and absolute confidence in the 
liberating armies and its chiefs. La Serna must be aildressed with noble pride, 
and without discovering, in any manner, our state of present debility. The Liber- 
tador is so satisticd witli the result of this negotiation, that bis excellency is re- 
sponsible for the liberty of Peru, after an armistice of six months. All the diffi- 
culty rests in the affair being well managed, in order that its motive may never 
transpire. 

His excellency, the Liberator, docs not wish to give his countenance to the 
commencement of this negotiation, because it would indicate a state of debiUty in 
the army, and a want of confidence in our own forces, that would cause the illu- 
sion of opinion to vanish, which the Spanish now entertain of his excellency, and 
every thing would fall tlu-ough. La Serna, and the other chiefs, would not con- 
sent to any thing to accelerate their march tow ai ds us, and the result of a battle 
would be uncertain. As foon as the auxiUaries arrive, w hich his excellency has 
anked from Colombiii, and which he expects within six months, the fears which at 
present sin round us, will be dissipated. The greatest address is necessary in the 
management of this aftiiir, and the most inviolable secrecy. The proposal which 
the Eovtrnment w ill make, alw ays in its own name, (and by no mf ans in that of 
the Libtrtador,) may be (hvulged to a few persons, but the causes from which 
they originate must remain absolutely a secret, even to those who assist in the ne- 
gotiation. On this account, bis excellency has not permitted me to reply, olfi- 
cially, to the jfovernincnt, resj>ecting the arrival of Mr. .\lzaga, his preM-niation 
to the conventioR, &.c. &.c. and you will mention this to his excellency, ilie presi- 
dent, in the name of the Liberta'dor. The president nuist write w ith a certain 
frankness to the chief, of the vanguanl, or to the viceroy. La Serna, in these or 
similar terms: "that be has been informed that La Serna, animated by the most 
noble sentiments ot philmithropy, wos desirous of terminating the war of America 
by a pacific negotiation; that there has be» n sufficient blooil slied; that the en- 
lightened world is scanda'.ixed at this fratnci<lal eontest; that the cannons have 
thundered long enough; thut Amirican bloo«l has flowed too long by the hands 
of brothers; that being all stuts of liberty, and (lefeniling the rights of humanity, it 
appears that tliis sanguinary » ar Is more monstrous from its inconsistency, than 
from the disasters which it cause*; that we are men, and should employ reason 
before force; that, let us once conn* to an tmderstanding, and the gowl of Ameri- 
ca, and that of Spain, will concentrate ui the same point; the peninsular govern- 
ment, the Cortes, and the king, have acknow ledged the independence of all Ameri- 
ca; that Huenos Ayres has already concluded her treaties, Mexico the same, and 
Colombia has already set on foot at Boj;ot!v a negotiation with the Spanish agentu, 
on the preliminaries of an armistice and peare. Ii thus appears tliat Peru alone it 
unfortunate in not enjoying repose, as the cotjondlng parties have not rome to an 
understanding ; that the government of Spjun t-juld derive nianv advantages from 
the actual position of Peru; and that human pruilence would «"lirtate that Spain 
should make use of the last hope which reniiiins to her, of treating advantag:eou»ly 
with u«" La Serna must farther be told, "that, on account of the niission of Mr. 
Alzaga, from the govemmem of Huenos Ayres, and Uuit a convention having been 
proposed, which has been conrluih d between the coriiinissionerp of his Catholic 
majesty and Buenos Ayres, his excellency, the presidt-ni, invites general La Ser- 
na to declare, explicitly, his intentions, his will, his assent, or his rejection, of these 
treaties." The government should ujake it appear, in dire*ting this corn'munica- 
tion, that the Libertador has no conrern in it; that he has not merely withheld hit 
assent, but that he has not even the least knowledge of the be^ieficent intentions 
of the government. In fine, not a word must be spoken in the viid communica- 
tion, of his excellency, the Li[)erfador. Adieu, my dear friend; tliis letter, al- 
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ihottgh private in tts fem. has virtually all tbe character of an ofidal letler. Let 
il be ooosidered ao in caae of neceauty. 1 am entirely yuur^, 

" No. 5.]— Lima, January 1S21. Mo^it Excellent Sir— I brlirvc mo«t firm- 
ly, that every step towards a conventiou with the Spaoiards, will be uselesf , uuUl 
we ^all know front them whether they are diaposed to neicotiate. To thia effect, 
I think it of immense importance, that all responsibility n stitiir u|>on me, a chief 
of Peru, whom 1 shall nauie,po««e88Uig distinguished civil and military know led^, 
•hall proceed to general Canlarac, or to funeral La Sema, in case the former amill 
not possess sufficient power. Thin jittn ions sti p, 1 think, very import. mt to the 
•alvation of Peru ; it will mark out the path we are to pursue in out ulterior ar- 
rangements, and I am resolved upon it I only wait wr the approi>alion of the 
sovtTL-i^^u congress^, which is to be obtained by your excellency, U> whom I ve* 
iterate the assurances of my high consideration and esteem. 

(Signed) Joas BsnirAitDO ox Tagi^s. 
To tfie Praddent of die Coogreai. 

No. 6.]— Lima, January 16Ch, 1824. To the mo»t exttUmt 8imm BoUnar. 

My dear Libortador acid friend — In consequence ofwli.it yini informed me in your 
estimable letter of the 11th of the present month, and by the letter under tbe same 
date, directed to colonel Heres, by your secretary, i proceeded to lay before con- 
gress the communication, a copy of which I transmit to you, markfil No. 1, with 
the reply, which is marked No. 2. i have, in accordance with colonel Heres, 
determined to direct a communication, in which, besides the general points, which 
are contained in the letter of your secretary, are comprehended those whicb have 
been suggested and almost dictated by the said colonel, and are copied and mark- 
ed No. S. The plenipotentiary of Buenos Ayrcs, to whom it was suggested by tbe 
minister of war, that general Guido should convoy this communication, on account 
of its importance, and in order better to explore the political attitude of the chiefs 
of the Spanish army, as appeared most proper to Heres, he refused hb consent to the 
nomination, thinking it would be better to send some Peruvian of character, de- 
signating, at tbe same time, the said minister of war. Colonel Heres told me« 
that, in case of necessity, he should approve of this nomination; and I am now 
seeking a person to whom I can entrust this important commission ; under the de* 
termination that, should 1 not meet with any other Peruvian than the minister of 
war, who could fulfil this commission, I shall send him, notwithstanding the great 
lo<is he will he to me. Colonel Heres tells me, that the express must immediate- 
ly set off, so tliat 1 have no time to whto more fully. Your most aJfectiooate friend 
and obedient servant, Josk BERNARno nx Tagx.C. 

No. 7.] — To the mo$t excellent Don Bernardo Tagle. My general and my 
friend — After I left vour house, I reflected at my leisure on the letter which you 
should write to La Serna. The minister of war is right in his opinion. It is bet- 
ter to say nothing of the transmission of the papers. It apfiears to me all those 
should be sent H-liich arc received from Europe, merely saying that Uiey are en- 
closed; but -as you have more Judgment than myself, you may reaolve opoQ what 
you may think most proper. 1 am yoiur alfectionate friend. 

(Signed) J. de Heres. 

No. 8.] — 4 o'clock P. M. of the 17th of January. My esteemed general — Have 
the goodness to defer our interview with Mr. Berindoaga to this night, at 7 o'clock, 
in your palace, as 1 au at present occopied with Mr. Ahcaga. I am, general, yoor 
obedient servant, J. G. Pbrxs. 

No. 9.]— Lima, January 17th, 1824. Most excellent nr— Geoenl Heres, 

named hy the {;ovemment of Buenos Ayres, to convey to ynwr exrellency, in be- 
half of the dcpntics of Spain on this continent, the preliminary cuuvL-nlluu, must 
have reached you about the same time that Don Felix Atzaga, the minister pleni- 
potentiary, arrived here, aolicitiBg the gpvenunent of Peru to accede te ^ eon- 
vention. 
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This ^ernment has been infermed of fitvorable desire of your eseelleacjr 

to tcrniin.ite a sanguinary war, more mon««trou9 by its inconsistency thi ui V>y tlie 
disasierti which it occasions. The enlightened world is scaiuUhztiU at this fra- 
tricirfal contest, fn which <he sons of liberty* in Iwth hemispheres, fight against 
e trh other, without the Spaniards on their side being able to determine the object 
C«u)iiou have resounded too long ere tiie imperious voice of justice and humani^ 
have been heard, through the means of a formal negotiation. The Cortes and Hie 
kiiji::, fir fro!n r ^ 'Uing at the indepni li m r of" Aincrira, have authorised their 
coiuiaissioners to the northern and soutlicru contineats, to treat with them on this 
bttsis. Buenos Ayres and Mexico have already concluded their treaties. A ne- 
gotiation in Bogota is already set on foot hy the Spanish af;enL>;, on nn .irmistice and 
preUminanes of peace, with respect to Colombia. Why, then, shall Peru alone be 
the scene of the most dreadAd war, when the Spamsh troops in her territory are 
directed hy your excellency, whose sentiments of pliihmthropy, as well as the 
liberal principles which animato the chieis ot your army, are so well known i Let 
the eflusion m blood, then, cease; let reason regain her right->; and let us preserve 
those forces which should Ejive suhsistence and life to the country. The ijoveni- 
ment of Peru invites your excellency to declare explicitly your intentions and 
will, respecting the preliminary convention, celebra^ between the commission- 
ers of his Catholic majc-^ly and Ruenos Ayres. To this effect your excellency 
might appoint deputies to proceed to Xauja, the same tiling taking place on the 
part of uiis government In order to ooromence a conference, and to estabUsh 
isome points which may contrihute to give formality to this negotiation, the bripa- 
dier-gcneral, Don Juan de fierindosiKa, minister oi'^stato, of war, and marine, and 
also charged with the department ofmreign relations, is now despatched to your 
excellency. Pcrti may hope, that the day will tuyoM dawn, which is to behold the 
Spaniards and Peruvians again linked together with the indissoluble tics, produced 
by good faith, perpetual friendship, and ttie advantageous union Ibrmed by recipro> 
c.i! lights. 1 have the honor to offer to your excellency the sentiiiient.s, &c. 

From the most excellent Jose Bernardo Tagle to the most excellent Don Jose 
de La Sema. 

(J%i» 11 a tepHf 3\igie.^ Hxpolito UirAinrs. 

No. lO.j'^Instniction which the president of the republic of Peru gives to Don 

Juan de I^rindoaga, hrigadier-general. minister of state, of war and marine, and 
charged with the department of foreign relations, for the fuli&lment of his commis- 
sion, to the most excellent Don Jose de La Sema, or to his excellency Don Jose 
de Cantarac, in the case [>oinfed out in these instructions. 

let. General Don Jitan de fierindoaga, must proceed to the most excellent Don 
Jose de La Sema, or to his excellency general Don Jose Cantarac, should he pof> 
sess all the necessary powers, with the ohject of declaring the fivorahle disposi- 
tion of the government of Peru, to tenniuato the present scandalous war in wliich 
we find ourselves engaged. 

2d. The commissioned general can make the necessary explanations on this mat- 
ter, and regulate every thing according to the manner he may deem most proper, 
in order that deputies may be named by the chiefs of the Spanish troops, to treat 
on the armistice that is mentioned in the preliminary convention of Buenos .\yres, 
keeping always in mind, that in this, as in every other negociation with the apan^ 
iards, the independence of America must be the basis. 

8d. The deputies being nominated, the said general Berindoaga can return to 
Limn, or communicate £rom Xauja, there waitu^ the orders wluch may l>e fat- 
warded to him. 

4th. The contents of the note under this date, which is directed to his excelleuo 
cy Don Jose de La Sema, and the copy of wiiich accompanies these instnictioiw* 

will be tlie guide of his proceedings. 

Wtk, In all that may occur, not comprehended in these instuructions, he will 
prwccd conformably to the peculiar circumstances which may present themselves, 
and according to tlie previous knowledge that he has of the government of Peru, 
always consulting its greatest advantage. JosX BBBXTAftlM) X>K Taolx. 

Limi* Jannary I7tb, 1821. M^pMito Unamte* 
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No. 11.] — An ndditirtiL il an<1 vory ronfidontial article to xhr in^tnirtionii givtll 
under this date, lo liic uuuister plempotenUary, Don Juan de ikiiudoaga. 

In cttM Spaniard* ihould be averae to treatinf on the prelimliuiry convea- 
lion of Buenos Ayres, the ininUter can piopose to Thn:! on the basis or iuflipcn- 
deoce a particular treaty with Peru. Joss liE&MARoo ok TaqiiS. 

Lima, Janu^ory 17th, 1824. 

No. 12,] — Xauja, 27th January 1824. Most Excellent Sir — Having yester- 
day arrived at this town, with the credentials of miiuster plenepotintiary of inde» 
dependent Peru, near your excellency, or his excellency Don Jose de Cantarac, 
should he pos«e<* powers to commen<')< ;« negotiation, this general yesterday sent 
to the said town held-marshal Don Ju.ui Ix)riga, and general-in-chief of the staff, 
with inetruetioiia to have an interview with mc and to reeeive the letters directed 
to jrour excellcnev, nn 1 t!i t I should wait a reply in Lima, or some iru« rmediate 
pohit, without yourjunstticuon; since in your excellency alone the powers of fulfill- 
mg my commission reside. Tliese things having taken place in pursuance of the 
phibtithropic ideas of my government, and, I bcintr oliiitrid to proceed to Lima, 
as 1 am not permitted to speak to your excellency, it is my duty to pro)iose a siis- 
penrion of hostOittes f» the necessary time to treat on the expediency of the pre- 
liiTiinnrv convention of Buenos Ayre-*. nt^M-r rf>fi]>rf>cal interests: Your exeel- 
leucy w ill please to command, if yuu should tliitik [>ropcr, two deputies to proceed 
to Xauja, or any <M^er point, where the same number will Inunedlately De sent 
by Pt-rn. I bope that ynr.r e\rfl!rnrv yi' ii "triteil witli the necessity of putting 
au end lo the war, opposed to the vie u s u( ilna etdightcned age, and to all Itbenu 
principles, will be pleased to accede to these measures proposed by my goveni" 
mont; nnxious to enjoy peace, as the greatest good that any triumph could d>tidii. 
1 have the honor, £c. 

From the mwt EzeeUeat Juaa de Berindooga, to fh» nml EzeeUent Don Juan 
de LnSenuL 

No. 13.] — Xauja, 27th January 1824. Most Excellent Sir — To field-marshal 
Don Juan Loriga, general-in-chief of the staff, sent by your excelleney to hmre 
an int<?r%'icw with me, and to reet-ive tbe letters I bail to deliver to bim, I have 
shown my credentials -aa Miuisier plenepotentiAry, iiearyour excellency, or near 
his excellency Don Jose de La Serna. Not having tlic pleasure of speaking to 
your excellency, as I am obliged to return to Lima, or wait for a reply in some in- 
termediate pmnt without llic territory occupied by the Spanish arms, 1 enclose to 
your excellency two parcels for the most excellent La Serna, <me from his excel- 
lency the president of the republic of Peru, the other to me . opened, relative to the 
objects of my commission ; will your excellency order that they be sent to their 
directioo, and accept the particular con«ide ration, &c. 

From the most Excellent Juan de JBerindoaga lo the aM»t excellent Don Jom 
de Cantarac. 

No. 11.] — X AiTJA, 27tb January 1824. To ihr mnitf eTrrllnit Don Jose Cim- 
tarae. Most excellent Sir — Much have 1 regreted not having spoken with you 
In Huancayo, as I expected, f think my mission w«ra1d have liad a more speedy 
and satisfactory result to our reeiproeal interests. Notwitbstandiuif, I flatter my- 
self that your excellency will contribute as much as is in your power to the :on- 
clusion of all the differences tfirt suhelflt between Spain and Peni. Until this hap- 
py day shall arrive, it is with plea.su re I assure your excellency of die cottaidera«- 
tioo, «c. From the Most^excelient Juan de Berindoaga* 

No. 15.]'— I have received the letter, under date of yesterday, which your ex* 

crllrrii V directed to me from Xii iji, (nirln^ing two pareels for tbe viceroy of Peru, 
Don Jose de La Serna; one from Don lieinardo Ta;;;le, and mother, open, trom 
your excellency, which will be forwarded to day, by express, to their desttnation. 
As I am not authorised to cnnim Mjee any negotiation, your arrival at this place 
would have been useless. 1 will esteem it as a favor if your excellency will cause 
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&e parcel to be delivered which I send to you for colonel Aldunati. May God 
preserve your excellency many years. (Signed) Joss Cajvtaju^C. 

Head-quarters at Huancayo, January 27th, 1824. 

No. 16.] — Huancayo, January 28th, 1824. To Don Juan dt Berindoaga. 
Esteemed sir — 1 reply to your excellency's letter of yesterday, by a«««uring you 
that my desires are, and always will be, for the conclusion of the disa^eementf 
DOW existing between some parts of Peru and the mother country* : and 1 shall take 
« particular pleasure in co-operating to tliis end. As 1 have ali culy officially in- 
formed your excellency* not being cnipowered to commence any tiegodatkiB,3FMr 
deiire would be of no avnil in penooally |>rn( ceding to my head quartcrt. 

\ UHt S, ice. J08K CAATEaAC. 

No. 17.] — Pativti.ca, February 7iIi, 1S21. My dear president — Ihavrwn, 
with the greuit-bt .suti.Htlu:iiuu, the result ui tlie aii^iou of general Benndoagm, »iit 
was perfectly well managed by the negotietor. By this step we have been able 
to sound the feelings and statf of the enemy. General Berindoaga has done very 
well in eiving the enemy Uie idea ut a new treaty, which might be favorable to 
them; thus they may be led to eniMCteoniething from the negotiation. On die 
whole, every tliintr b-i* app« ir< <1 to me perfectly riglil. I iinder«t:v'd that yo« 
have desired Ut Iihvc u dociiitu ui ttoni me, showing my approbation ol tho mea- 
sure of entering into the negotiation with the enemy. This do<-uiiiem is juidy 
desired, an f f nrt rfvifly tfi -^we it in the most solemn manner ; t>nT I will ob'^crre 
to you, Willi ti-.iiikiioH.s, iiiai d doiiiii ut my probity has never yet occurred hut b> 
my enemies, and 1 have never coasidered you an one of tbem. The pr<>]M»id of 
Carrion, for a minister, was a piece of forgetfnliii'<«! on my part, not rt'rolU ctinj», 
at the time, that there was a minister appointed, and in the exercise uf bin func- 
tions. I knew that Mr. Valdivicm wus in the territory o\ Hiv.i Atjuero, and that 
before, he had been minister, and nothing nmrr. f have, for ^h- ValdivuTo, the 
esteem and consideration which he deservcb. liave the guodiii.-!».<« to make this 
liublic. To funeral Berindoaga, to whom I am going to write very luUy« have 
t!)c L'f>fw!Tir>-' jMi sent, in the me-in i'luu-, the cxpres*;ioris of my satisfaction for 
bis excclit^ui cuuduct in the mib&iuu be has just fultiiled. Accept, tor yuur»eU, 
Uie expreadon of, be. Boi.ivAm. 

No. 18.J Secretary Ueucr;il*s office of the Constitutional ConKreat> 

of Peru, Lima, January 14th, IsSl. y 

T) ffit: acting Secretary of Hi.i Excellency the lAbtrtailor. Mr. Secretary — 
yie hiive the honor of directing to your excellency, lor Uie iniormation of hie ex- 
celleney the Libertador, the annexed notee, originals and copies, fiirwarded on ac- 
count of the arrival of the minister plenipotentiary from tlie stnteof Buenos Ay res, 
near this Kovemmeot, Don Felix Aizaga, with the principal object of soUciting 
the acees&n of diis government to the preliminary convention, held between 
Buenos Ayres and the eomrni^sioaers of his Catholic majesty, on w hif li irii[ M trT,int 
affiur the sovereign congress has determined to suspend their resoluiiuu, ujiiit ibey 
learn the opinion of his exceHency the Libertador. Touching dUs matter, 
congress have vacillated between conflietint; reasons; for if on one side th«-y arc 
urged by the primary object of securing the independence and liberty of the re- 
public agaimtt the intrigues of bad laidi, and the spirit of domination ptofbundly 
rooti-il ill the breasts of all Spatii.rds, who are always ready to violate tl»c mo^t sa- 
cred stipulations;— on tlic other side, they arc urged by the desire of terminating 
a contest, which, infallibly, roust be very bloody, not only on account of their 
prosperity and repeated suree<-, diiiiiii: the two preceding years, and the impro- 
per conduct which many of our countrymen have pursued iu the towns they have 
occupied, and in die incursions they have made; which conduct, according to re- 
port, has alienated the minds of the people, to the prejudiee of tliemselvi -*, as well 
as to the great American cause. To wliich may he added, the state of aoaihila- 
tton of the public treasury, wholly unable, at present, to give asristance and ac- 
tivity to a numerous army, wliicli is required in order that the result may not \>e 
dotibtfnl, and this deticiency of the treasury can ouly be supplied by violent ex- 
tortions, which would probably be fruitmted oo teoount oi^ the poverty of indl* 
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TMual h rtun m . Under Hbmo dreninfltuieM, tad beeante tfie coogreM bcve In* 

tru«;tt -1 to the Libcrtatlor the salvation of the country, rm ! i!( [i:i-it. d in his military 
skill, prudence and knowledge of the human heart, uuUnuted coolidence, they 
liop« to hear hb tiioughti on this delicate raliiect befi)re procMdimr to any reaolu- 

tion. May GotI preserve your excellency. (SlgneiQ MAJrvSJ* TEmmKVKM. 
To Joaquin Arreae, Dtfutg Secretary. * 

No. 19.j— Copy of the articles 2(1 and <hh, of the letter of tilA Tdl of January. 
1824, ^om ceneral Bolivar to Don Jose Bernardo de Tagle. 

M. Maen do I regret the affair of the grenadiers of the Mo de La Plata, alnee 
it indicates a continued state of anarchy. Have the gixxlness to tell general Mar- 
tinez, from me, that I should be much pleased, if, for the honor of the arms of his 
eoontry, an examplary punishment shoold be made amoni? the aeeomplicea in diia 
affair. That if they helon2;ed to Colombia, I would show him how they ought to 
be punished, as I did, when a miUtary tumult took place in Truxillo, between the 
eoiraasiers of general La Fuente and the hussars ol my escort, a few tioan before 
I left that place. This all happened on account of the hatretl borne us by all those 
ol* the (wrty of Riva Aguero, who always look upon us as the usurpers in Peru» 
htTing prenrfaMuJy calumniated their government to us as ^;nilty of corruption. 

9th. 1 am desirous of having a great artny near Huanuco, to prevent the enemy 
from getting to Lima. On this account, I desire that the battalion Vargas should 
be reftdy to march to the mountains, in order that our troops may be augmented 
on that side. The troops of Peru and the Rio de La Plata, are more than sulTicient 
to defend Callao. Let new- recruits be made in Lima, and the coast of its depart- 
ment, to augment the iMttalkm of Pardo Zelo, which should reside in Callao Ut se- 
cure the recruits. This battalion sliould not be less than a thousand strong, and 
he is decidedly ^ best chief, that is, as I have been informed by every one. Let 
all the recruits be from the coast, or else tfiey will die. You can send recruiting 
parties to this department, or that of Lima, to raise troops to augment the defence 
of Callao. I should observe to you, that all Peruvian troops, not employed in a for- 
tress, will infallibly desert, and dius all the expense and trouble will be kMt You 
cannot imagine the difficulty I have had, to retain in the ranks the troops of the 
north. .Every day the battalions are renewed, and are always composed of re- 
cruits. Whenever they sleep in the open air, or perform long marches, they all 
desert. Such troops are not worth a groat Their own chieis proposed to me to 
send them to Callao, but as they were all mountaineers, I know that they would 
die. I prefer sending them to Caxamarca, where their subsistence will cost noth- 
ing, and they will be in a good climate. Their muskets are good for nothing. 
Finally, 1 frankly tell you, that I only depend upon the troops of Colombia, and, 
on this account, I am obliged to draw the last which remain in Callao and Lima, 
la enable me to do aoaaathlng of iaaportanca. 

No. 20.] — Extract of a letter from colonel Tomas Heres, to Don Jose Bernardo 
Tagle, of the 9th of January, 1824: " The Libertador enjoins me very parttcttlar^ 
ly to write to you about having carried into effect the measure which hp (Commu- 
nicated to you in his c^cial letter of the 14th of December, from Caxamarca. Xa 
lha state of tills dteaaiad body » anpnlaliaBB only can aa-ve it. 

No. 21. j General Secretary's otTice, Head-quarters, > 

Pativilca, February 8th, 1834. ) 
T(? the g^eneral-in-ehxef of the army of the Centre. General — The army oi the 
enemy may approach the capital, and your excellency, on account of the inferiori- 
of the forces under your command, find yourself un^le to DMka any raalltaiiea. 
ndcr this imprcs-sion, his excellency, the Libertador, command"* me to oomoiuid* 
cate to you what follows, which is to contribute to the liberty of Peru. 

1st Your excellency will cause all the corps of infantry, without any excep* 
tion, to commence their march to thi-j phrr. by the rou'f u liich you shall esteem 
mMt expedient, either through Chancay, by old i rapu htj to Reles, thence to 
Huawza, and thence to Pativilca. 

2d. The corpn of cavalry oncrht to form the vangnard, and the guarilJa fartioa 
ought to be nearest the enemy, as corps of observation. 
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ii. Your exeelleney will despatch, at any expense, some coofideiitial and datinf 

men to Callno, to go on boarxl all the arTiu'(i vessels there, but mrwt particularly thr 
armed vessels (jluagas, Vcugunza and Kaicarse, and others of tliia description, villi 
wden to bore holei in Uiem, either to ilnk them eompletely, or reodef tfieai mm' 
less. 

4th. llm uxcclleucy coiiunaudB Uiat all horses and mules shall be taken firom 
the capital and its vicinity, and all articles of war, whidi are there to be fimndy 
all mcrcTKindHC whii-h mny he »>mpluyed to rlorhu the iriBy; fiotUyi ill 0Hlt MJ 
be useful to us oiid which would assist the eneuiy. 

0^. The transportatioa from flie oqiital of tfaeee artlelee «f war» ckxhing nd 
the rc!*t, must be eflfocted in ai^ way* and HM^your exeellencj bm^ j«dge SMrt 
convenient 

6th. On no pretext whatever, ahould any thing be left la Lima whidi conU hm 

of any use to the Spaniards. 

7th. To this effect his excellency, the Libertador, empowers you (keeping only 
ittTiewthe safety of the eountry and tibe army, and the Decessity of ren ww tog 
resourrps froin (he reach of the enemy) to proceed to d< rtnTi.(l from the govern- 
ment, and from individuals, all articles of war, every thing us«tui in ma^mne*, 
all moveable objects, and all meichaniHse wMcfa may be appHed to daAinf 
tlje army. 

8th. His excellency authorises you, in case of refusal, or any renstance, ia 
giving up tlie artielei asked for, to take tiMUB by Ibree, and mot p re se nt tfieir 

fallirii; info the hand>j nf the enemy. 

9th. Finally, general, his excellency, the Libertador, desires that your excel* 
Icncy should be imprested with die UDportance of this eommlarioa, and that 11 

should be fulfilled by your excellency, with nU the zeal, activity, and ali-saffi> 
cient energy and skill necessary in tlie unfortuuatu event of an invasion of the a|iit> 
tal, by the enemy's force, whieh to to be feared. 

lOtn. In order tli if flir tliinl article of these instructions may take rffrrt, y^tir 
excellency wiU oiler, to Uio^e employed, a great sum of money, w iuch iuu>t 
be paid. 

nth. Tor thU, and other expen^sc!, which are nTi-olritf h' indispensaMc i:nder 
Uiese circumstances, and to fullil many other objects, Im excellency tuipov- 
era you to lay a contribution on persona of property, strenuonaly emete^ni 
see that it is inimcdiatcly couiplicti ^^ i(l». 

12th. Your excellency will publish a proclamation in the owital, and in ail 
placet ttirough which the army will pass under your eonunand, in order that 
every man, and every slave, who may wish tn fr.llow the army, may present 
themselves, umI become incorporated into it, w ithout any fear of being retnni- 
ed to Oielr matters. 

Your excellency ha» nothinp to expect from the Inhnhitants voluntarily ; you 
must demand and take every thing by force. This method, in truth, is hard, 
bat In the preeent tiate, it to htdfapennble. May Ood, Ite. 

(It it a eopsf, Btpinar.) (Signed) Jots »a BenvAS. 

Nok St.] General Beeretary't oflUse, Head-^nartefa, > 

Pativiica 8th Februarj-, 1824. S 
To the minister of war. Mr. Minister — I send you a copy of the note under 
tfato date, which I direcled to Don HenriqiieaMartuiei,by order of hto BxeeUeaey 
the.Libertador, May God, Im. Tothe minitterof war, from 

• Joan DC £sriifui. 

NOh 28] General Fecretarv"> ofTici', HrrMl-qiinrtera, > 

PaUvilca, lUth February, 1824. > 
7V> the Omeml of the army of the emtre^ Dm Hmriqmet M w r tl m n . Mr. 

GcnernI — I send you a duplicate, by order of his Excellency, the l-il i rtador of my 
communication of the 8tli of the present month, charging you again with its fulfil* 
ment Callao is lost ; and do not doubt but this to a wofi of the Spairfard^ Tlw 
rrii)it il will sliare the same fate, and you are expofsed to be iiiv olvnl in it* niins. 
Your Excellency is authorised to save yourself, and to save the remains of the 
■tiDyy die nuuine of war, and of commerce, for all which lUt Excellency Mt val^ 
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I to you the ample Hid cxinordinary power 4)f which he U possessed, but 
at the same time he inukes you responsible for any omission in tht- fulfiliiu iit of 
his instrucUoiaj, which m huiiiiui power can resist* Your Excellency will 
not only have the measures exeeatea wbkh I cotuinunicatcd to you in my note 
of the 8th, but, al.'^o. yon will order a comimniif i lion to be had with vice-admiral 
Gui«e, in thetM, or Miuiliir U;rms; that vice aiiiunkil Gui»c must enter Callao with 
his squadnm, fehte upon and tako unt all vevels, without exeeplioii, end those 
which he cannot rcinovi* he must fink or set on fire; and all thrne ve«wl» which 
he shall surcffd hi rcmoviun, s^iiill be considere<l as enoniios projifrty, be con- 
demned as good prizes, agreeably to the law^ on that subject ; and that he shall 
proceed afterwards with hU ^uadron to the North, to rcct ivi tht- ordi rs of his 
Excellency theLibcrtador. Vou will endeavor, general, to »ave every tiling tliat 
is potrfbto; and to riMnux e from the capital every thing which may be of u»c to 
the army. Your K\<filcnry will proceed n<* a delc<^nt<> of the Liberator, who 
invests you with in?* powers lo do every lluuj^ winch hii> Excellency would do, 
Were he present. Your Excellency must intagine that the country being loet, 
all the ties of mciety are hutVvn, thnt thrre is no nuthority, nothing to he re- 

earded, that you must deprive the eni'iny ol the immense resources of which he 
about to take p(i iidHioii. For »ll w Inch his Excellency h^a received sufficient 
authority from the ceogreie» wliicb he treoifiMre to you. May f;<»d, &c. To the 
general from Jot>E L»piif ar. 

(Rita e«py, Buntro.) 

No. 24.] Lima, February 12th, 1S24. Mr. Minister — 1 have just received 
the official letter of hi> Kv. ellency, the Libertador, a copy of which 1 transmit to 
your Excellency in the onler that, placing the contents of it before his Excellcn* 
cy, the President, he may be pleased Immediately to send me a reply, that 1 may 
in conseqaeoee gokie myielf by whet the nid most excellent gentleman shall de* 
tcrmine. UuTAi^use Maatutcs. 

To the minister of war. 

No. Oenerel Secretary's office of the Constitutional CcQgreee ) 

of Peru, Lima, February 12th, 1824. J 

Mr. Minister — The sovereign congre!<d being acquainted, through the notes of 
the 8th &nd 9th of the present month, directed by the Libertador to general Mar- 
tinez, have resolved, — that a committee should be named from this body, who, 
with due instructions, ^hall proceed to his Excellency, the Libertador to make some 
necessary representations to him, in order that proper measures maybe adopted for 
the salvation of the country ; and that the efTect of the said notes shall be suspend- 
ed.a>«far as regards the security of the capital, till a reply shall be received from 
the Libertador, the government still continuing to remove the munitions of war ; and 
in case the enemy should advance upon tiie capital, everv thing which would as- 
rist them to the prejudice of the cause, and the army of the country. 

By orders of the congress, we communicate this to your ExceUency, in order 
that, htrfof^ die goodneie to ley it befiNV tfw Pmident of the r^ubUc* he toty 

Ceuse the same tO be fulfilled. 

May Ood, &.C. 

rrmn Joaguin and Areese, deputy secretory; Jose Bertoloine Sarate, deputy 
•ecretary, and minister of state in the department of the government. 

Lima, February 12th, 1824. Let the previous order of the sovereifm congress 
be obeerred and fiiUfilled; let e certified eopy be made of it, and let it be 
tran<<mitte<l to the Dloiitor of w«r fi»r fto fulnhnent in the put which apper- 
tains to httn. Taoi*s. 

(UiBUcopy, Vmamu*) 



* Wint respect and obedience to the congress '. What roiisidemiion for the l<lxecu« 
tive powrr ! When tlii> wa^; <atd rrnm general Holiv .>r diil lio think himself omnipotent t 
WtuU dcimim • — witai sacrilege, r^ote of TuHAii. 'I'aulk. 
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.No. 9S] Deputment of War and Marine, ) 

Lima, February 15. 1324. ) 
H. S. Minister — At the request of his Excellency, the Prt ^iiit ui of the re- 
public, I had the honor of transmittini^ tor your infortnation and constequent ef- 
lecte, the order, wliich under this date, the deputy nerri'taru'S of the concress 
have directed to lue. The sovereign congress being iuformuti of tl»e note of 
the Secretary of Iiis Excellency, dated the 11th of the present napth and di- 
rected to general Don Asru'stin Gamana, in which he confers upon him the 
powers which he had before given to geaernl Don Ileuriijues Martinez, sihould 
the latter not hxvt fulfilled them, which note was presented by tlie minister 
of war, the conjj^res" have resolved, that carrying into due effect what w?w 
before Kuactioued, in consequence of the commis«iou conferred upon g^fnenJ 
Martinez, the result of the committee despatched from that Mj to the Iilier»> 
tador phall T)e received before any innovation b admitted. 

By order of tlie same, we commumcate this to your Excelleticy that 



your transmiling it to the Pl«aidODt of the republic, it may hatro iti 
ttct May God preaorre, &r. 

JoAGUix DE Akrrsc, Deputy Secretary. 
Jose Bartolome Saaatr, Deputy Sottctary. 
I nfTl^r to youT Excellency, the aeatia;ieuta» flic 

( it i.f a copyf Unanw.J 

No* 27.J General Secretary's office, of the Congreaa, ) 

Lama, February ITtli, 1824. $ 
The con g ra a a having been duly summoned, and only twooty-Mveo delefoloa 

having hocn a'^sembled, whicli nurn^er i<5 net -nfRfiiT-r ncrordinfj to law, to 
constitute a quorum, tlie baid genticnien formed themM>ivei« into a private junia, 
iriion flio reply of his Excellency the Liltertador waa laid be|bff« them, and 
the request of geiipml \prorh :i, mul in conspqaence oftlip nrtfpnt neccssifv which 
•connecls the state ot the castlos of Caliao, with the proietsts of responsibility agaio 
ropoated, hare agreed — ^that the cfaarie thereon being aeeepted by hb excellen- 
cy, the Libertador, tlie govcrniiicnt sliould be told, t!)at the moment has arrived, 
in which the decree of the lOtb of the present month most be pubhslied ; and if, 
by that authority, any chief should appear, with sufficient credentials, demanding 
the civil and military comnand, in Tirloe of which it shall be given him,*thesaM 
chief must be informed, that the congress, to prevent the abandcnment of ihi« 
city, has sent a committee to his excellency, the Libertador ; and u ui hoped tliat 
he will prudently await the reply before carrying into effect thia moaanre. AU 
which you will have the goodne^^ to communicate to the preaident of tbo le* 
public, for hia ioformation and cooseqaeot ordm. May God, &c. 

JoAQVXABk Aamxax, Dep. Sec*ry. 

Joas Babtolomb Sauatx, Dep. Soc'iy 

No. 28.] — To the minister of state in the department of the gotemment, 
Lima, February 17th, 1824. Obaorre it and fultil it, and in COlia6i|ueneo» let 
the decree, of the lOtli of the present month, of the sovereign congress, be pro- 
claimed ; and afterwards, let the civil and military command of the capital be de- 
livered up to Don Mariano Noooehea, on whom it haa been confened b v hia oi- 
cellenry, the Libertador, after fauviog aocoptod tho enpreme dictatorship giran 
by the sovereign congrees. ^Signed) Taox.*. 

(/e w a copy, Unanue.) 

No. 29.] — Fativtt r A , Janeary 29lh, 1824. My dear president — ^Thie mom- 
iac I received the note, from the govemmeut, enclosing roe the propocals, or 
fiitner the ordera of general La Faente, that despatelraa abouM be sent to his com- 
panions in arms. The tonp nf l a Fupntr witb the government, has ahoeked me, 
thoogh previously I had rentsons to be surprised at nothing. He aaya« tory plain- 
ly, that tho despetehaa moit be sent ; that ia to aay, he oidera it. Thia gmeral, 
my dear President, is n>ore absolute than the congress, yourself, or L Will you 
believe, that whilM he commanded at TnuiUo, )m returned tJioan perMina in tiie 
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service, whom the govcrnruont had ordered to be shot ? Colonel Devalos com- 
manded the day of the night of my airival at Tmxillo, and sent to me for orders. 
He has, furthermore, set Silva Novoa, and Mmcebo at liberty, \\hn hifl rohh^d 
the state of more than a hundred tbonsand dollan ; and this Kame La 1 ueute 
loiowt it by tha deelamtioii of RWt Agnero. I gavo'ofclen for tHbae boob to bo 

arrested ; and I added, in conversation, that I would set them nt liberty, moidOT 
that they might leare the country whenever the money should appear. Silvo 0& 
fered te make important disclosures, but nothing was done, all throogh the man- 
agement of La Fuente. He, besides, excites joakmSMa among the troops, by hit 
unjust prefereneps. lli-«? prid-^ such, that he sent me the countersign hy his aid, 
I being with my stafl'at Truxilio ; as if be were the chief, and not myself. At 
llw dinner table, be plaeed biafweUTat my right. He came no Ikrther than die 
door of the drawing room to reccivp us ;* he never came to my house to consult 
roe about any thing, as you have done so odea, the minicter of state, ant} others. 
I know tfaia waa owing to your excessive goodaem, but I abo know the diataiieo 
botween jonnelf and him is immense. I will add, that these things made4l0tm* 
pre«»sioT\ upon till this moment, but the insubordination of La Fuente is so 
great, that we cuimot depend upon his obeying any thing that is ordered. You 
nnet undentand, that I reproved him very much for his oiaobedience to the gov* 
cmmcnt, respectinj^ the execution of the criminals, who were ordered to be sliot, 
and 1 exhorted hiui to submit to the laws and the authorities. He replied, that 
bo waa commanded to commit an aaaaaiioation, aince the order was lor die ao- 

crct execution of the men, without trial and without witnesses. I replied to him, 
that I did not doubt that this all originated from Berindonga ; and that you were 
too good, and too much of a ^entleman\ and that, occa#onally, Berindonga 'sad- 
vice waa not the liest» a« in this case ; for a a e er et execution, without trial of per- 
»ons of consequence y was -i '«lii>cking thing, and had alwtivs' hfen disapproved 
o£ Permit me, mjr dear president, to avail wyiielf of Una opportunity, to give 
jon my opinion, frankly, on this affiiir» Finally, I have many reasons for be- 
lieving that general La Mar will experience much disgust from general \m. Fuento ; 
be told me so himself before leaving that place, and expressed Bis regret that there 
wee not another Prefttt to Uua department If general La Mar shenld be ap- 
pointed Prefect of this department, with the power of nominating a Suh-Prefeett 
to take charge of the Pcrfcctare, he only retaining; theaulhoritv nnA title, I thi'ik 
the service would proceed rapidly, and the cmbarmssiuunts would be diniinshed. 
If this idea anpeaiegood to yon, you can propose it to the congress from me. 
l et Mr. La Fuente po to ('hili, to relieve Mr. Salazar, and every thing will be 
right (reserved but certain.) (ieneral La Fuente is really opposed to Riva 
Agnero and Herrera, but entirely devoted to the other eoeompliees of tbb eon- 
spiracy. lie loves general Santa Cruz pas-irijuit. I\ ; ^^n usucIj so, that he wished 
me meanly to stoop to bim. The purport of all this is, that ^he altar has remain- 
ed entire, and that the idol alone is wanting, which was thrown down to make 
room for the aneeesaor, who is expeetod. Thi^succesior may be Santa Cruz, La 
Fuente, or any ether ambitions person. The altar most be destroyed. Adieu my 
dear president, I am cordially yonis, Box.ivak. 



* These ridiciUoiis and wfaimsieal Uiservaiions of general Bolivar, show plainly, not 
alone his vanity, but his mediocrity of mmd. A man of supmor talent, even general 
Gcoi^ ^^ > 1 Miuton, would hare never made these imnarksi and oiach Mss in an olfidal 

l«tter*--Ay^t oj the Author " 

NoTF. — The oriiiinals of tlie papor«i which have hcfn pnnte«l in this manif«>sto, will re- 
main in die secretary's oihcc »!' die city rooucil, till the IBth of the present mouth, in or- 
der lUu all who doubt their attUmticity nwy be convinced by ocnuor demonstration. 

Tonnn Tagls* 
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NO. X. 

Extract of a letter from a communicat ion of Scnor Manuel Vidan* 
re, published in the Massachusetts Journal of August JOtli, 1828. 

Bolivar called a coaveution, because he thought he should have a 
majority In it He disBolved it by the iMStndiiloiis method of camiDg 
flome of the representatives to separate themselves, so that a qnornra 
should attend the sittings. Brisenno Mendes was the conunander 
of this disor|Tani<iti':f fnction. Brisenno Mendes, tlio political offspring 
of Bolivar, )i is creature, his confidant ; he who with very little re- 
serve discovered in the congress of Panama the depth of the ambi- 
tious ideas of the American Napoleon. Let the impartial judge. Is 
not the case of Colombia entirely similar to that of Peru t There he 
convoked the congress, hoping that he should he able to dispose of 
the deputies at his pleasure. His success was not commensurate 
with his intentions. There were infamous traitors, but the majority 
were sound. He impeded the installation of t*'e t ongress, makuig 
the igaominy of the transaction fall on iiiose pusiiianimoub uersous 
who signed a pathetic petitbn, alleging these same reasons of agita- 
tion and disturbance J- He protraoled the dictatorship, and he did 
so in order to give a code repugnant to the will of the people ; a 
code which {leserves to be called the cnrrjo^ctic expression of absohU' 
ism. Is not this prccis^^l'. i quivaient to tlu; resolution of the house- . 
holders of Carthagciia, ot tiie Canton of Ubate, and to the documents 
from the executive departments ? 

Enlightened nations know that the powers of those who com- 
mand, are not enlarged except by intri^rue, seduction or force* It 
is impossible that change of this sort should proceed from a will 
that is free and regulate<1 hv icn^on. Wlio would be a slave if he 
could be free ? Who is uui aiiii-lit <1 th u he will be a slave, if he 
concedes extraordinary powers to a man of war I I ask whether 
^livsr would have dispersed the convention, if a major it) had been 
favorable to him t Would he have thrown obstacles in the way of 
the Peruvian conjures?, if a great number of faithful men had not 
manifested th^ir ^f-ntiments in the preliminary meetings. Brisenno 
Mendes Icigned himself oppressed in Colombia; some unprincipled 
Peruvian alleged the same in my country. Oppressed, tiiey who 
have on their side the armed force ! Oppressors, I called them and 
grievous oppressors ! enemies of order, aspiring criminals against 
God and human nature. Can men read with moderation and suffer- 
ance, the following sentiments in the Redactor ? 

CnrtbHfiena rests the entire exercise of Uie sovereignty in the per- 
son ot the Libcrtador. 

Ubate authosises, so far as may depend on her, the Libertador to 
be president, in order that he may take npon himself the absolnle 
command. 

He unites the three powers, and proceeds to establish absolution 
in the world of Columbus ! and are these acts and these maxims de- 
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tailed, without fire flashing in the eyes, and the blood leaping to the 
cheeks? Be Bolivar abstrfuCe, hut let him remember that .all the 
tbronea where despots have seated themselves, ha?e bet ii stained with 
their own blood. There was a poinard for Henry IV. of France, the 
least wicJted of kings, a dagger — . 

ill. 

Orirraviral decree, of ifcncrnJ TloVtvar invirtue of which he has assumed 
the supreme j^ower in Colombia, dated Bogota ^Hth August, 1828. 

Title 15tli, — Op thb Sufskmb ^owsr. 

Art 1. The attributes of the supreme chief are to maintain peace 
in the interior and the defence a^ain^t foreign invasions; to have the 
command of the land and sea forces; to negociate with foreign pow- 
ers, to make peace and declare war, and to make treaties ; to uauie 
all the civil and military oihcers. 

The supreme chief has the right to render the decrees and ordman* 
ces necessary, of whatever deecriplion Uiey might be, to modify lo re- 
form the established laws and to alter them entirely ; to look upon the 
execation of the decrees and ordinances, as upon laws to be main^ 
tained. 

To recover the taxes j the admiuistcation of justice the execution 
of judgments ; the approbation or the reform of the sentences of the 
Court Martiala ; the commutation of punishment with the advice of 
the council of state, and upon the proposal of the courts or after. hav- 
ing heard them previously, the right of amnesty, or to grant the par- 
don of public or private iauits, always with the "advice of the council 
of state. 

To give commissions to privateers. 

To eierciae the natural right as the chief of the general adminis- 
tration of the republic in all its branches, and as being entrusted with 
the supreme power of the state; finally, to preside in the eooncil of 

state, when he plpn-^es. 

Art ^ 'iMie supreme chief will be assisted in the exercise of the 
executive by the council of ministers. 
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